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RECOMMENDED READING 

 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Draft Canada Ballast Water Regulations 
Canada is a party to the International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ 

Ballast Water and Sediments, 2004. Transport Canada has been developing regulatory 
amendments to give effect to the Convention in Canada and further address the introduction and 

spread of aquatic invasive species through ballast water.  
 

I am pleased to inform you that the draft Ballast Water Regulations are part of the June 8, 2019 
edition of the Canada Gazette, Part 1, which is now available online. The draft regulations can be 

found at: http://www.gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2019/2019-06-08/html/reg4-eng.html 
 

Public comments will be accepted until September 5, 2019. We invite you to review the draft 
regulations and look forward to receiving your views. The procedure for submitting your 

comments is set out in the Gazette. 
 
 

MISC seeking comment on rapid response plan (6/4/19) 
The Montana Invasive Species Council (MISC) is seeking public comment on draft guidelines 

for the state’s response to detections of emerging invasive species. 
 

http://www.gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2019/2019-06-08/html/reg4-eng.html
http://www.gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2019/2019-06-08/html/reg4-eng.html
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/montana-invasive-species-program/misc/MISC%20News
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Rapid response to invasive species is a focused, resource-intensive management effort intended 
to prevent the target species from establishing or spreading. It is carried out to avoid future 

management costs created by invasive species that harm Montana’s communities, businesses, 
and environment. 

… 
The public comment period ends on August 13, 2019. Public comment can be submitted 

electronically to Stephanie Hester, Council Coordinator, at shester@mt.gov or by mail to DNRC, 
CARDD, PO Box 201601, Helena, MT 59620. 

[Draft Response Guidelines Here] 
 

NEW SPECIES SIGHTINGS 
 

 
DRESISSENIDS 
 
Minnesota:  
Zebra mussels confirmed in Bone Lake in Washington County (6/6/19) 

A Washington Conservation District (WCD) watercraft inspector discovered six juvenile 
zebra mussels at the Bone Lake public water access while performing an early detection 
survey using an underwater viewing device called an aquascope. The cluster of zebra 
mussels was attached to sticks underneath the access dock. 

 
North Dakota: 
Zebra Mussels Discovered in Lake Ashtabula (6/17/19) 

The North Dakota Game and Fish Department has confirmed the presence of invasive 
zebra mussels in Lake Ashtabula. Last week, an angler discovered a suspected zebra 
mussel and turned it into Game and Fish aquatic nuisance species coordinator Jessica 
Howell. Howell confirmed it as an adult zebra mussel, and subsequent inspections of 
Lake Ashtabula, an impoundment on the Sheyenne River in Barnes and Griggs counties 
in east central North Dakota, also found well-established populations of zebra mussels of 
various ages throughout the lake. [USGS NAS REPORT] 

 
OTHER AIS 
 
 
WATCH LIST 
 
Be on the lookout for Bacopa rotundifolia along the Columbia River.  Contact: Mark D. Sytsma 
(503) 307-6131 mark.sytsma@pdx.edu 
 
Have parrot feather? Professor Rodrigo Diaz (LSU) is looking for reports of parrot feather 
damage potentially caused by Phytobius vestitus. Damage observed in Louisiana in May 2019 
included: wilted top, dry tips of plant, and wilted brown stems. Please contact 
rdiaz@agcenter.lsu.edu for more information and to report damage sightings.  
 

 

http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/docs/misac-docs/draft-montana-rapid-response-guidelines-for-review.pdf
http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/2019/06/06/zebra-mussels-confirmed-in-bone-lake-in-washington-county/
https://gf.nd.gov/news/3162
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1547579
https://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=baro
mailto:307-6131mark.sytsma@pdx.edu
mailto:rdiaz@agcenter.lsu.edu
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DREISSENID MUSSELS

 
 
Oregon Prepares for Aquatic Invaders with Rapid Response Exercise (5/29/19) 

During the week of May 20, a group of 15 participants converged on the Snake River in 
Hells Canyon for a planning exercise in the event the Columbia River Basin tests positive 
for quagga or zebra mussels. The group practiced activating a mock command center and 
conducted a scenario-based, on-water drill. From this exercise, the group determined 
what actions, and their priority, in the event quagga or zebra mussels are detected in the 
Columbia or Snake Rivers. Other objectives of the exercise were to identify 
communication gaps and other pitfalls to remedy before actual monitoring samples 
confirm a waterway contamination. Representatives from the Oregon State Marine 
Board, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, Idaho Department of Agriculture, US 
Fish and Wildlife Service, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, National 
Marine Fisheries Service, Oregon Department of Agriculture, Idaho Power and the 
Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission, participated in the exercise. 
 

[Utah] Water district: Lake Powell quagga mussels not considered a threat to pipeline project 
(6/18/19)  

State officials have long said that quagga mussels are a serious problem for boats and 
bodies of water, but now conservationists claim the invasive species could spell disaster 
for the proposed Lake Powell Pipeline if it comes to fruition. Quagga mussels can clog 
pipelines and damage boats and have infested Lake Powell and several over bodies of 
water across the country and cost millions of dollars to remove. Water conservation 
advocates say they are a threat that supporters of the Lake Powell Pipeline are taking too 
lightly because it could bring the mussel infestation to Washington County waters. 
 

[Utah] Quagga mussels in Lake Powell pose threat to our water supply (6/16/19) 
Here’s a question for you. Do you want invasive, destructive, and prolific quagga mussels 
in your home’s plumbing, or would you prefer to use sustainable practices to use our 
local water resources to grow our area’s economy? I prefer the latter rather than paying 
billions for the proposed and risky Lake Powell Pipeline that would link us to Lake 
Powell — where quagga mussels already reside in great numbers and are increasing. I 
don’t know if the mussels would or could end up in our home plumbing, but I don’t want 
to find out… 

 
[Minnesota] Zebra mussel discovery leads to temporary closure of Scandia’s Bone Lake boat 
launch (6/14/19) 

…Officials from the DNR and the Comfort Lake-Forest Lake Watershed District plan to 
treat the lake with a copper-based pesticide called EarthTec QZ. The treatment area 
comprises approximately .57 acres surrounding the public landing. 
Related: Bone Lake gets go-ahead for rare zebra mussel treatment (6/17/19) 

 
[Montana] Flathead biologists fighting to keep invasive mussels out of Montana waters (6/19/19) 

https://www.oregon.gov/osmb/info/Documents/News-Releases/RapidResponseExercise2019.pdf
https://www.stgeorgeutah.com/news/archive/2019/06/18/mgk-water-district-lake-powell-quagga-mussels-not-considered-a-threat-to-pipeline-project/#.XQ0nLy2ZMWp
https://www.stgeorgeutah.com/news/archive/2019/06/18/mgk-water-district-lake-powell-quagga-mussels-not-considered-a-threat-to-pipeline-project/#.XQ0nLy2ZMWp
http://suindependent.com/quagga-mussels-lake-powell-pose-threat-water-supply/
https://www.twincities.com/2019/06/14/zebra-mussel-discovery-leads-to-temporary-closure-of-scandias-bone-lake-boat-launch/
https://www.twincities.com/2019/06/14/zebra-mussel-discovery-leads-to-temporary-closure-of-scandias-bone-lake-boat-launch/
https://www.hometownsource.com/forest_lake_times/free/bone-lake-gets-go-ahead-for-rare-zebra-mussel-treatment/article_60968b16-910e-11e9-b9b8-cbf039074489.html
https://kbzk.com/news/outdoors/2019/06/18/flathead-biologists-fighting-to-keep-invasive-mussels-out-of-montana-waters/
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The efforts to watch out for aquatic invasive species are ramping up with the return of 
boating season. The Flathead Lake Biological Station is in the middle of the fight to keep 
our waters clean and pure. Invasive mussel larvae were detected in the Tiber and Canyon 
Ferry Reservoir in 2016. Luckily, none were ever detected in the state of Montana, 
however, scientists still need to monitor Montana’s water bodies in case of 
contamination. Invasive mussels clog pipes, drains, boats and ruin the lake’s ecosystem 
and Phil Matson’s team tests Flathead Lake for any detection of invasive mussel species 
every summer. 
 

[Nebraska] Army Corps fighting off underwater invasion (6/18/19) 
For the past five years, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Omaha District’s Gavins Point 
project has been under attack! An invasion of an underwater invasive species known as 
zebra mussels has been slowly infiltrating the Gavins Point power plant. “Back in 2014 
there was an introduction of zebra mussels to the area; there was one single zebra mussel 
found on a dock at the boat ramp on the north end of the dam,” said Michael Schnetzer, 
Gavins Point powerhouse senior mechanic, USACE-Omaha. “The following year out in 
our spillway we discovered a couple of small zebra mussels. The summer after that we 
started finding them inside the plant.” 

 
 

BOAT INSPECTION/DECON/TECH NEWS 
 

 
[California] Truckee looks for funding of aquatic invasive species program at Donner Lake 
(6/7/19) 

Truckee is working on funding for Donner Lake’s aquatic invasive species program after 
losing grant funding this year. “Our program in Truckee was 100 percent funded by the 
grant,” said Truckee Police Chief Robert Leftwich. “I don’t think the grant funding is the 
appropriate path forward.” In the past the program has been funded by three separate 
grants, one from the Truckee River Fund and two from the Division of Boating and 
Waterways. All three grants expired in December last year. “This is the first year our 
program is unfunded,” said Deverie Acuff, support services manager for Truckee. 
 

[Montana] Polson company training dogs to detect aquatic invasive species (6/9/19) 
With warmer temperatures on the rise, state officials are taking special precautions to 
prevent aquatic invasive species, and when the human eye isn’t sharp enough to detect an 
invasive mussel, extra canine resources are brought in. Deb Tiermenstein, the owner of 
Montana Black Dog Services, trained her dogs, Rosebud and Ismay, to identify aquatic 
invasive species like the zebra mussel. “You start with a sample of a mussel […] and you 
get them focused on that you train them to indicate,” Tiermenstein told MTN. Barking 
lets Tiermenstein know when an invasive species is present. She says it took months of 
scent identification and associative training with Rosebud and Ismay before the two were 
up to the task. 
 

Not enough zebra mussel stations in Manitoba: Anglers (6/12/19) 

https://www.dvidshub.net/news/328140/army-corps-fighting-off-underwater-invasion
https://www.sierrasun.com/news/environment/truckee-looks-for-funding-of-aquatic-invasive-species-program-at-donner-lake/
https://www.sierrasun.com/news/environment/truckee-looks-for-funding-of-aquatic-invasive-species-program-at-donner-lake/
https://krtv.com/news/montana-and-regional-news/2019/06/09/polson-company-training-dogs-to-detect-aquatic-invasive-species/
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/not-enough-zebra-mussel-stations-in-manitoba-anglers-511212702.html
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Anglers say there aren’t enough zebra mussel decontamination stations, and they aren’t 
open long enough hours, to keep boats from spreading the invasive species…Donovan 
Pearase tried to go to the decontamination station in Selkirk around 4 p.m. on Friday and 
again just before noon on Wednesday. Both times, it was closed — the station opened at 
12:30 p.m. on Wednesday and a provincial official said it closed at 4 p.m. on Friday. 
Ideally, he says, stations would be open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., seven days a week. "The 
program is a good idea but it’s massively under-supported and under-staffed," said 
Pearase. 
 

[Alberta] M.D. CPOs hoping to keep zebra mussels out of local waters (6/20/19) 
“We have a big meeting coming up with Fish and Wildlife regarding zebra mussels. It 
has been a recent push of ours for zebra mussels and the irrigation districts. We can’t 
have zebra mussels in our irrigation canals. We don’t currently have the power to inspect 
for that, however, we are going to make an application to allow our peace officers to 
check boats,” explained Kirk Hughes, CPO sergeant at the M.D. of Taber regular council 
meeting on June 11. “It would be one of the first times in southern Alberta but certainly 
in northern Alberta it happens.” 
 

[Scientific Publication] M. Pelletier-Rousseau, R. Bernier, C. Clarke Murray, D. Drolet, A. 
Lacoursière-Roussel, A. Locke, J. L. Martin, C. H. McKenzie, C. W. McKindsey, T. W. 
Therriault, N. Simard. 2019. Assessment of recreational boating as a vector for marine non-
indigenous species on the Atlantic coast of Canada. Biological Invasions, Volume 21, Issue 7, pp 
2447–2470 

 
BALLAST WATER/BIOFOULING 

 
 
Katy-based Envirocleanse moves forward with ballast water treatment system (6/7/19) 

Katy-based Envirocleanse has received the proper U.S. and international approvals for its 
system that prevents aquatic organisms from hitchhiking across the globe in the bellies of 
vessels, and it's set to install its first system this month. 
 

Standardised testing critical to ballast water regulation (6/18/19) 
… Chelsea Technologies is working closely with regulators including IMO, ISO and port 
authorities as a trusted and workable international standard is developed for ballast water 
sampling and analysis, one that is based on a proven methodology for representative 
sampling and analysis of ballast water… 
 

Ballast treatment retrofits bring upgrade opportunities (6/18/19) 
One of the biggest ever legislated-for retrofit programmes begins this September. All 
ships more than two years old (and heavier than 400 gt) that are not already equipped 
with ballast water treatment systems (BWTS) – around 26,000 vessels according to 
Wärtsilä - will need to install them before 8 September 2024. For astute shipowners, the 
enforced drydock and expenditure at least offers an opportunity to minimise other 
expenses. 

 

http://www.vauxhalladvance.com/news/2019/06/20/m-d-cpos-hoping-to-keep-zebra-mussels-out-of-local-waters/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-01991-1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-01991-1
https://www.mysanantonio.com/business/bizfeed/article/Katy-based-Envirocleanse-moves-forward-with-13950037.php
https://www.mpropulsion.com/news/view,standardised-testing-critical-to-ballast-water-regulation_58196.htm
https://www.mpropulsion.com/news/view,ballast-treatment-retrofits-bring-upgrade-opportunities_58195.htm
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[Scientific Publication] David A. Wright, Carys L. Mitchelmore, Allen Place, Ernest Williams 
and Celia Orano-Dawson. 2019. Genomic and Microscopic Analysis of Ballast Water in the 
Great Lakes Region. Appl. Sci. 2019, 9(12), 2441; https://doi.org/10.3390/app9122441  
 
[Scientific Publication] Molina V, Riley SC, Robbins-Wamsley SH, First MR, Drake LA (2019) 
Applicability of a cell proliferation assay to examine DNA concentration of UV- and chlorine-
treated organisms. Management of Biological Invasions 10(2): 255–266, 

 
 

MARINE  
 

 
 
 
 

AQUACULTURE 
 

 
 
 
 

FISH 
 

 
Quantifying Economic Costs of Northern Pike Invasion; ‘Would Require Large-Scale 
Ecological-Economic Exercise’ (6/13/19) [$] 

Economists tasked with quantifying the costs of suppressing invasive northern pike in 
Lake Roosevelt as well as the costs to the region if the pike escaped Grand Coulee Dam 
and migrated downstream, risking recovery of the Columbia River basin’s threatened and 
endangered salmon and steelhead, indicated at a Northwest Power and Conservation 
Council meeting this week that available data is too sparse to adequately answer the 
questions. 

 
[Maryland] 81 snakehead fish caught swimming upstream at Conowingo Dam, a 'dramatic 
increase' in invasive species (6/13/19) 

During this spring's fish migration season, 81 northern snakeheads attempted to swim up 
the Susquehanna River through the Conowingo Dam, a “dramatic increase” in the 
invasive species, state natural resources officials said. In the past two seasons, officials 
said, only one snakehead was observed passing through a fish lift designed to carry shad 
and herring over the dam so they can reach their spawning grounds upstream. 

 
Great Lakes states, provinces join forces on invasive species (6/19/19) 

The eight states and two Canadian provinces in the Great Lakes region have agreed to 
cooperate on enforcing invasive species laws. They will share information and team up to 

https://www.mdpi.com/2076-3417/9/12/2441
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-3417/9/12/2441
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-3417/9/12/2441
https://www.reabic.net/journals/mbi/2019/2/MBI_2019_Molina_etal.pdf
https://www.reabic.net/journals/mbi/2019/2/MBI_2019_Molina_etal.pdf
https://www.cbbulletin.com/quantifying-economic-costs-of-northern-pike-invasion-would-require-large-scale-ecological-economic-exercise/
https://www.cbbulletin.com/quantifying-economic-costs-of-northern-pike-invasion-would-require-large-scale-ecological-economic-exercise/
https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/environment/bs-md-snakeheads-conowingo-20190613-story.html
https://www.baltimoresun.com/news/environment/bs-md-snakeheads-conowingo-20190613-story.html
https://dailyreporter.com/2019/06/19/great-lakes-states-provinces-join-forces-on-invasive-species/
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investigate suspected violations, including those involving the possession and transport of 
banned exotic species such as Asian carp. An organization representing the region’s 
governors and premiers announced Monday that all the jurisdictions have signed onto the 
deal. 

 
 

AQUATIC PLANTS 
 

  
[Texas] Reminder about underwater dangers after recent drowning at Lake Pflugerville (6/17/19) 

…Athletes were briefed on safety and warned about things like the invasive underwater 
plant hydrilla… 

 
FRESHWATER 

 
 
Cultures connect through kayaking at GoPro Mountain Games Steep Creek event (6/7/19) 

…With such an international field, the boat wash station did get used on Thursday, as 
part of an ongoing effort to stop invasive aquatic species into local waterways. A 
common sight at competitions like this one, Whirling Disease, Quagga, zebra mussel, 
chytrid fungus, Didymo and New Zealand mudsnail were identified as species currently 
affecting the area. The only New Zealander competing on Thursday, Courtney Kerin, 
said she recently became aware of the mudsnail issue at a competition in Nevada last 
month. “I had never heard of it myself, so that kind of blew my mind when I read about 
that,” she said… Kerin said thanks to the support of her sponsor, she receives a brand 
new boat as soon as she hits North America, so locals don’t have to worry about tagalong 
snails hitching a ride with her. 
 

Scientists need your help hunting for Great Lakes invaders! Great Lakes ecosystems have been 
transformed by invasive species like zebra mussels, quagga mussels, and round gobies. In Deep 
Lake Explorer, you will learn to identify these species in underwater videos and can see for 
yourself how invaders transform coastal areas. You can also experience deep, pristine habitats 
with native fish and other fascinating organisms. These places are nearly impossible to see in 
person! 

 
 

OTHER 
 

 
Habitattitude Prevents Pet Release in Wild (6/12/19) 

It's here!  The Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council (PIJAC), along with co-sponsors the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), announced the re-launch of the Habitattitude educational 
campaign during the Reduce Risks from Invasive Species Coalition’s (RRISC) agency 
fair on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. Habitattitude is a non-regulatory collaboration 

http://www.fox7austin.com/news/local-news/reminder-about-underwater-dangers-after-recent-drowning-at-lake-pflugerville
https://www.summitdaily.com/news/sports/cultures-connect-through-kayaking-at-gopro-mountain-games-steep-creek-event/
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/USEPA/deep-lake-explorer
https://www.zooniverse.org/projects/USEPA/deep-lake-explorer
https://www.petage.com/habitattitude-aims-to-prevent-release-of-pets-into-wild/
https://www.habitattitude.net/
https://www.habitattitude.net/
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between industry groups and government agencies that is designed to increase awareness 
of the risks posed by non-native species in the environment and to positively impact 
consumer attitudes and practices.   

 
 
Man arrested at JFK accused of smuggling dozens of live finches inside hair curlers (6/19/19) 

Police arrested a Connecticut man over the weekend who they said attempted to smuggle 
34 live finches through New York’s John F. Kennedy Airport in hair curlers, according to 
The Associated Press. Authorities arrested Francis Gurahoo Sunday after his flight 
arrived from Georgetown, Guyana. Prosecutors said he intended to sell the birds, which 
he hid in his carry-on luggage, for singing competitions, according to the AP. 

 
Rutgers Study: Exotic Pet Trade Leading To Non-native, Invasive Species (6/7/19) 

The exotic pet trade has led to several hundred non-native and invasive animal species 
globally that could harm native species and ecosystems, and the number is expected to 
rise, according to a Rutgers-led study in the journal Frontiers in Ecology and the 
Environment. Thousands of vertebrate animal species and tens of millions of animals are 
shipped internationally and within countries to meet a growing demand for exotic pets, 
the study says. Annually, the exotic pet trade is a multibillion-dollar business. “The 
volume of vertebrate animals that are traded worldwide is shocking, even to relatively 
seasoned invasion biologists,” said lead author Julie L. Lockwood, a professor in the 
Department of Ecology, Evolution, and Natural Resources at Rutgers University-New 
Brunswick. 
Related: Exotic pet trade responsible for hundreds of invasive species around the globe 
(6/14/19) 
 

New environmental DNA program makes conservation research faster, more efficient (7/18/19) 
It’s estimated that a person sheds between 30,000 to 40,000 skin cells per day. These 
cells and their associated DNA leave genetic traces of ourselves in showers, dust — 
pretty much everywhere we go. Other organisms shed cells, too, leaving traces 
throughout their habitats. This leftover genetic material is known as environmental DNA, 
or eDNA. Research using eDNA began about a decade ago, but was largely limited to a 
small cadre of biologists who were also experts in computers and big data. However, a 
new tool from UCLA could be about to make the field accessible and useful to many 
more scientists. A team of UCLA researchers recently launched the Anacapa Toolkit — 
open-source software that makes eDNA research easier, allowing researchers to detect a 
broad range of species quickly and producing sortable results that are simple to 
understand… Another example is locating invasive species that pose a threat to native 
wildlife. Environmental DNA was used for this purpose in Michigan, where the U.S. 
Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals found that eDNA results were valid evidence to support 
efforts to keep Asian Carp from reaching the Great Lakes. In the end, the Army Corps of 
Engineers was sent out and recovered just a single live carp. 
 

[Scientific Publication] Vanessa Molina, Scott C. Riley, Stephanie H. Robbins-Wamsley, 
Matthew R. First and Lisa A. Drake. 2019. Applicability of a cell proliferation assay to examine 

https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-room/news/449293-man-arrested-at-jfk-for-smuggling-dozens-of-live-finches-inside
https://www.tapinto.net/towns/new-brunswick/articles/rutgers-study-exotic-pet-trade-leading-to-non-native-invasive-species
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/fee.2059
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/06/exotic-pet-trade-responsible-for-hundreds-of-invasive-species-around-the-globe/
https://news.mongabay.com/2019/06/exotic-pet-trade-responsible-for-hundreds-of-invasive-species-around-the-globe/
http://newsroom.ucla.edu/releases/new-environmental-dna-program-conservation-research
https://www.reabic.net/journals/mbi/2019/2/MBI_2019_Molina_etal.pdf
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DNA concentration of UV- and chlorine-treated organisms. Management of Biological Invasions 
(2019) Volume 10, Issue 2: 255–266. 

 
[Scientific Publication] Nick Hanley and Michaela Roberts. 2019. The economic benefits of 
invasive species management. People and Nature. Volume 1(2): 124-137.  
https://doi.org/10.1002/pan3.31 
 
 

JOBS/GRANTS 
 

 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

 
JOBS 

 
Missouri Department of Conservation: Title:  Wildlife Biologist, Description:  Requisition 
Id: 472, Position Number: 0000117C. Salary: $34,920.00 - $43,644.00. Job Location:  Duck 
Creek CA (PUXIC1). Closing Date:  July 2, 2019. Interview Location:  Southeast Regional 
Office, Cape Girardeau, Missouri. 
  
Aquatic Invasive Species Technician I – The Utah Department of Natural Resources, Division of 
Wildlife Resources - Lake Powell Bullfrog, Utah. The Utah Division of Wildlife Resources is 
looking for an Aquatic Invasive Species Technician 1 to inspect boats as they come off Lake 
Powell for Quagga mussels and other aquatic invasive species. The position stats in early August 
and goes thru October 2019. Closing date 8/1/19 
 

GRANTS  
 
 
 

FEDERAL/STATE/PROVINCIAL  
LEGISLATION, RULES, ACTIONS 

 
Canada 

 

 

State/Province 
 
Western Governors’ Biosecurity and Invasive Species Initiative Report (6/10/19) 

The Western Governors’ Biosecurity and Invasive Species Initiative Report highlights the 
work of Western Governors to confront the challenge of nuisance species and pests on 
western ecosystems. The past year’s workshops and webinars of the Initiative focused on 
the role of biosecurity in addressing the risks posed by invasive species. 

https://www.reabic.net/journals/mbi/2019/2/MBI_2019_Molina_etal.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1002/pan3.31
https://doi.org/10.1002/pan3.31
https://doi.org/10.1002/pan3.31
https://jobs.mdc.mo.gov/job/Puxico-Wildlife-Biologist-MO-63960/564729200/
https://jobs.mdc.mo.gov/job/Puxico-Wildlife-Biologist-MO-63960/564729200/
https://jobs.mdc.mo.gov/job/Puxico-Wildlife-Biologist-MO-63960/564729200/
https://jobs.mdc.mo.gov/job/Puxico-Wildlife-Biologist-MO-63960/564729200/
https://naturalresources.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/DNR-Seasonal-Job-Application-12-13-16.pdf
http://westgov.org/news/read-download-western-governors-biosecurity-and-invasive-species-initiative-report
http://westgov.org/images/editor/2019_WGA_BISI_REPORTvF.pdf
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The report released on June 10, 2019 presents five recommendations that include: 
• Protect the West from the introduction of new invasive species through enhanced 

biosecurity practices, preparedness and planning. 
• Improve cross-boundary collaboration and coordination for the management of 

established and emerging invasive species in the West. 
• Empower state and federal agencies to manage invasive species. 
• Support and utilize new biosecurity research, technology and planning tools. 
• Standardize and mobilize invasive species data. 

 
Related: Western Governors Meet To Talk Invasive Species, Internet Access, Water 
Management (6/11/19) 
Western Governors Call for Western Invasive Species Council; More Federal 
Cooperation, Funding (6/18/19) 

 
 
NEW YORK 
Invasive Species Law Renewed For One Year (6/6/19) 

The Adirondack Council today thanked the chairmen of the New York Senate and 
Assembly Environmental Conservation Committees for renewing a law banning the 
transport of invasive species from one lake or river to another. Lawmakers and others 
also made a commitment to strengthen the law next year, the Council noted. Five years 
ago, the Legislature passed New York’s first law to protect the park’s priceless rivers and 
lakes from harmful invasive species. The law forbids the spread of non-native plants and 
animals from one lake or river to another. 

Executive 
 
Great Lakes mayors' group endorses plan to fight Asian carp (6/7/19) 

The Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River Cities Initiative has endorsed a $778 million 
plan developed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, which recently sent the proposal to 
Congress… Michelle Morin-Doyle, chairwoman of the cities group and deputy mayor of 
Quebec City in Canada, says people created the Asian carp problem and are responsible 
for solving it. 
 
Related: Army Corps moving ahead on project to block advance of Asian carp (6/10/19) 

 
 

 
 
Trump's order to slash number of science advisory boards blasted by critics as 'nonsensical' 
(6/15/19) 

President Donald Trump signed an executive order late Friday to cut the number of 
government advisory committees by a third across all federal agencies, a move that the 
White House said is long overdue and necessary to ensure good stewardship of taxpayers' 
money. But critics said it is the Trump administration’s latest effort to undermine 
science-based and fact-supported decision-making. 

https://www.kunc.org/post/western-governors-meet-talk-invasive-species-internet-access-water-management#stream/0
https://www.kunc.org/post/western-governors-meet-talk-invasive-species-internet-access-water-management#stream/0
https://www.cbbulletin.com/western-governors-call-for-western-invasive-species-council-more-federal-cooperation-funding/
https://www.cbbulletin.com/western-governors-call-for-western-invasive-species-council-more-federal-cooperation-funding/
https://www.adirondackcouncil.org/page/press-releases-16/news/invasive-species-law-renewed-for-one-year-1206.html
https://www.wndu.com/content/news/Great-Lakes-mayors-group-endorses-plan-to-fight-Asian-carp-510958462.html
http://www.sanduskyregister.com/story/201906100020
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/politics-news/trump-s-order-slash-number-science-advisory-boards-blasted-critics-n1017921
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/politics-news/trump-s-order-slash-number-science-advisory-boards-blasted-critics-n1017921
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-evaluating-improving-utility-federal-advisory-committees/
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Note: According to Greenwire: 
 

The Interior Department has more than 100 discretionary and mandatory committees — 
from the Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force to the Wild Horse and Burro Advisory 
Board. An internal analysis by DOI in 2016 found that 47 of its advisory committees 
under FACA did not submit reports or recommendations to the agency. Six of those 
committees had never submitted recommendations. Another 41 advisory committees, 
some decades old, had submitted fewer than 20 recommendations. Altogether, the agency 
estimates these advisory panels had led to $10 million in direct and indirect costs each 
year. Interior did not provide an estimate of the committees' benefits. "DOI looks forward 
to another opportunity to review our FACAs in concert with the entire Federal family to 
improve the utility of these advisory committees. We will work diligently to implement 
President Trump's Executive Order on FACAs to eliminate wasteful spending and ensure 
these advisory committees benefit the American people," a spokesperson said in an 
emailed statement. [Source: Reprinted from Greenwire, 6/17/19, with permission from 
Environment & Energy Publishing, www.eenews.net; 202/628-6500]. 
 

 

Congressional 
 

Welch Introduces Bill to Help Forests Recover from Emerald Ash Borer Damage (6/13/19) 
Rep. Peter Welch (D-Vt.) has introduced legislation that would provide federal funding to 
revitalize forests being destroyed by the Emerald Ash Borer and help stem future 
infestations of invasive pests… The Invasive Species Prevention and Forest Restoration 
Act (H.R. 3244) would create a federal grant program to fund research into promising 
strategies that advance the recovery of forests damaged by invasive pests. The bill would 
also expand and streamline federal invasive emergency response programs to ensure a 
timely availability of federal assistance in any future infestation of invasive pests. 
Welch’s bill:  

·Expands the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service’s access to 
emergency funding to combat invasive species when existing federal funds are 
insufficient and broadens the range of actives that these funds can support; 
·Establishes a grant program to support institutions focused on researching 
methods to restore native tree species that have been severely damaged by 
invasive pests; and 
·Authorizes funding to implement promising research findings on how to protect 
native tree species. 

 
 

 
Van Drew Introduces Bipartisan Bill to Protect the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) 
(6/11/19) 

Rep. Jeff Van Drew (D-N.J.) introduced the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) 
Permanent Funding Act [H.R.3195] with Chair Raúl M. Grijalva (D-Ariz.) and a 
bipartisan group of Congressional lawmakers and environmental leaders this morning at a 

https://welch.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/welch-introduces-bill-help-forests-recover-emerald-ash-borer-damage
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3244?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22H.R.+3244%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3244?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22H.R.+3244%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://vandrew.house.gov/media/press-releases/van-drew-introduces-bipartisan-bill-protect-land-and-water-conservation-fund-0
https://vandrew.house.gov/media/press-releases/van-drew-introduces-bipartisan-bill-protect-land-and-water-conservation-fund-0
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3195?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Land+and+Water+Conservation+Fund%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=3
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press conference held at the U.S. Capitol. The bill fully funds LWCF at its authorized 
level of $900 million annually, which Congress routinely fails to do despite the 
program’s broad bipartisan support and decades of successful land conservation at the 
local, state and federal levels. 

 
 
 

Appropriations 
 

This week: Democrats move funding bills as caps deal remains elusive (6/17/19) 
House Democrats are set to move funding for most of the federal government this week, 
even as lawmakers have struggled to reach a budget caps deal. The two packages, known 
as “minibuses,” will cover nine of the 12 individual appropriations bills that Congress 
needs to pass by Oct. 1 in order to avoid the second government shutdown of the year. 
The House will start work on the bills Tuesday, as lawmakers get a late start to the week; 
both the House and Senate will only hold brief, pro-forma sessions Monday. 

 
House to Consider Second Appropriations Minibus This Week 

The package includes five FY 2020 spending bills: Commerce-Justice-Science, 
Agriculture-Rural Development-FDA, Interior-Environment, Military Construction-
Veterans Affairs, and Transportation-Housing and Urban Development. 
 
Note: See the 06/07/19 AIS News for details on Interior AIS funding.  
 
Now What: Expect final passage of this minibus early next week. 
 

 
House Passes Four-Bill Appropriations Package (6/19/19) 

The $982.8 billion package, H.R. 2740, includes the FY 2020 Labor-Health and Human 
Services-Education, Defense, State-Foreign Operations, and Energy and Water 
Development spending bills. 
 
 
Note: See the 06/07/19 AIS News for details on USACE AIS funding (WRDA).  

 
 
 
TRAININGS, WEBINARS, CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS 
 

 
 

Events: Archived Materials 
 
 

https://thehill.com/blogs/floor-action/scheduling/448833-this-week-democrats-moves-funding-bills-as-caps-deal-remains
https://appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/house-to-consider-second-five-bill-appropriations-minibus-next-week
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/bb76e5_4050be0c66be4c3f8e200d8c762026e4.pdf
https://appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/house-passes-four-bill-appropriations-package
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/bb76e5_4050be0c66be4c3f8e200d8c762026e4.pdf
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Events: Webinars, Trainings, Conferences and Meetings 
 
 

 
June 

 
Montana AIS Workshop for Natural Resource Educators 

Natural resource professionals and conservation organizations are invited to a one-day 
workshop about teaching aquatic invasive species to youth. Montana Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks and Montana Department of Natural Resources are co-hosting three workshops in 
June. Workshops will be held in Kalispell on June 21, Billings on June 25 and Butte on 
June 27.  The workshops are designed to provide participants with the knowledge, 
techniques and tools needed to conduct aquatic invasive species programs for schools, 
field days or other events. The workshops include hands-on instruction on how to teach 
specific invasive species activities. Participants will receive an Invasive Species Teaching 
Tools Trunk, which contains everything needed to teach the activities on their own. The 
training is conducted by the Invasive Species Action Network. The workshops are free, 
but registration is required. To register contact Sarah Ganter at 518-727-8275 or email 
uppercolumbia3@gmail.com. 

 
July 

 
2019 Western Aquatic Plant Management Society and Aquatic Plant Management Society Joint 
Meeting Date: Jul 13, 2019 to Jul 19, 2019 Venue: Double Tree Hilton Hotel Location: San 
Diego, California 
 
Join PNWER in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan for our 29th Annual Summit, July 21-25, 2019 
Registration is Now Open for the 2019 PNWER Annual Summit in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan! 
Over 500 regional business leaders, legislators, and key decision makers attend the Annual 
Summit to explore shared challenges in the region, discuss best practices, promote regional 
relationships, and develop an action plan to address challenges in the coming year. 
 

August 
 
[Oregon] Annual Invasive Species Cook-off Fundraiser 2019 – Tickets on sale June 1! 
When: Saturday 5-8 pm, August 3, 2019 
Where: NEW VENUE this year!  Tyee Wine Cellars, just 10 miles south of Corvallis, Oregon 
What:  Invasive Species Cook-off contest, catered buffet dinner from Kalamata Bistro featuring 
invasives and meat and vegetarian dishes, live music, Invasive Species beverage competition, 
and kid activities including lawn games, face painting and piñata! As long as you are not a 
professional chef or brewer, enter the Cook-off or Beverage contests - you could win a prize! See 
Cook-off Contest details, below. 
How: Click HERE to buy tickets! $30 Adults, $25 students, $15 kids 9-13, kids under 9 free! All 
proceeds after expenses support IAE's restoration, research, and ecological education work. 
 
 

mailto:uppercolumbia3@gmail.com
https://www.apms.org/annual-meeting/2019-annual-meeting/
https://www.apms.org/annual-meeting/2019-annual-meeting/
http://www.pnwer.org/2019-summit.html
https://appliedeco.org/invasive-species/invasive-species-cook-off/
https://appliedeco.org/cook-off-tickets/
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2019 104th Ecological Society of America Annual Meeting 
Date: Aug 11, 2019 to Aug 16, 2019 Venue: Kentucky International Convention Center 
Location: Louisville, Kentucky 

 
September  

 
Washington Invasive Species Council: September 26, 2019, Olympia, Natural Resources 
Building Room 172. 

 
SAVE THE DATE: The 6th International Columbia River Transboundary Conference WHEN: 
September 26, 2019 – September 28, 2019 WHERE: Kimberley, BC  
Join Columbia Basin Trust and the Northwest Power and Conservation Council from September 
26 to 28, 2019 in Kimberley, B.C. to connect and collaborate on the future of the Columbia 
River. The conference will cover topics including: 

• Renegotiation of the Columbia River Treaty 
• Reintroduction of salmon to the Columbia River above Grand Coulee Dam in 

Washington and British Columbia 
• Impacts of and response to invasive species including northern pike and invasive 

freshwater mussels 
• Energy issues including: hydropower, energy efficiency, transmission and renewable 

resources in the United States and British Columbia 
• Climate change-related impacts on Columbia River water resources and resulting impacts 

on communities, ecosystems, the economy and hydropower generation. 
The conference themes and agenda will include the interests and issues of First Nations and US 
Native American Tribes, as well as art, culture and history as it relates to the Columbia River. 
The conference format will be interactive with workshop formats encouraging participants to 
actively explore a wide range of technical, environmental, political and community issues. 
Watch for more details in early 2019 about how to register and information on speakers. For 
more information, contact Caitlin Hinton, Columbia Basin Trust, at 1.250.344.2445 or 
chinton@cbt.org 
 
2019 26th Annual Wildlife Society Conference Date: Sep 29, 2019 to Oct 03, 2019 Location: 
Reno, Nevada 
 
The 2019 North American Invasive Species Management Association - New York Invasive 
Species Research Institute Joint Conference will be held September 30 - October 3, 2019 at the 
Saratoga Hilton, Saratoga Springs, NY. This year's conference theme is Connecting Science to 
Action. The organizing committee is especially interested in presentations that provide examples 
of: (1) how science is being used by invasive species managers and related professionals to 
inform and improve management decisions, (2) how managers can inform, and are currently 
informing research on invasive species and (3) information on new policies, methods and 
technologies being used to prevent, detect, or manage invasive species. All general session 
abstracts must be submitted by the abstract deadline of April 3, 2019.  
 

October 
 

https://www.esa.org/esa/meetings/future-esa-meetings/
https://www.esa.org/esa/meetings/future-esa-meetings/
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/meetings.shtml
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1111+Washington+St+SE,+Olympia,+WA+98501/@47.0373879,-122.9002355,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x549174e32b6a63c1:0x2627c117f6157aa8%218m2%213d47.0373879%214d-122.8980415
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1111+Washington+St+SE,+Olympia,+WA+98501/@47.0373879,-122.9002355,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x549174e32b6a63c1:0x2627c117f6157aa8%218m2%213d47.0373879%214d-122.8980415
https://ourtrust.org/event/the-6th-international-columbia-river-basin-transboundary-conference/?instance_id=428
http://wildlife.org/network/conferences-network/
https://www.naisma.org/annual-conference?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.naisma.org/annual-conference?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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The Western Regional Panel on ANS invites you to join them at their Annual Meeting October 
9-11, 2019 in Missoula, Montana. The meeting will be hosted by Montana Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks. 

 
ICAIS 2019 Preliminary Program Now Available The 21st International Conference on Aquatic 
Invasive Species (ICAIS) will be held at Le Centre Sheraton Montreal, Montreal, Canada. 
October 27-31, 2019.   The cut-off date for hotel reservations at the special ICAIS rate is 
September 25, 2019. 

 
December 

 
Call for Presentations: Innovations in Invasive Species Management Conference and Training. 
December 10-12th, 2019. Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. The conference hosts people from throughout 
the US and World looking for new techniques and inspiration from successes to manage a wide 
range of invasive species We are working to include more animal, marine and insect content as 
well this year. Be ready for some exciting new topics and demonstrations in 2019.  The 2019 
innovations Conference is being hosted by the Pacific Northwest Invasive Plant Council 
https://www.pnw-ipc.org/ The Northern Rockies Invasive Plant Council http://www.nripc.org/ 
and Invasive Plant Control, Inc. http://www.invasiveplantcontrol.com/ 
 
Washington Invasive Species Council: December 19, 2019, Olympia, Natural Resources 
Building Room 172. 

________________ 
 
TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org. 
AIS NEWS was compiled by Stephen Phillips and Robyn Draheim. Past issues of AIS NEWS can 
be found @ http://www.westernais.org/   under the “News” tab. 

https://www.fws.gov/answest/meetings.html
https://www.icais.org/
https://www.icais.org/
http://invasiveplantcontrol.com/conference19/
https://www.pnw-ipc.org/
http://www.nripc.org/
http://www.invasiveplantcontrol.com/
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/meetings.shtml
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1111+Washington+St+SE,+Olympia,+WA+98501/@47.0373879,-122.9002355,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x549174e32b6a63c1:0x2627c117f6157aa8%218m2%213d47.0373879%214d-122.8980415
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1111+Washington+St+SE,+Olympia,+WA+98501/@47.0373879,-122.9002355,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x549174e32b6a63c1:0x2627c117f6157aa8%218m2%213d47.0373879%214d-122.8980415
mailto:sphillips@psmfc.org
http://www.westernais.org/
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