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RECOMMENDED  

 
Regional flowering rush plan now available 

 

 
 

The Columbia Basin Cooperative Weed Management Area has just completed the “Columbia 
Basin Flowering Rush Management Plan”. Click here to get the plan. 

 
[Video] Flowering Rush:  Controlling an Invasive Species through Innovation and Partnership 
with the Walla Walla District (9/19) 

 Flowering rush is an aggressive, non-native aquatic weed which has invaded many lakes, 
rivers and reservoirs in the Pacific Northwest, Midwest and Great Lakes regions.  Of 
particular concern in the Columbia River Basin, is the impact of flowering rush on 
spawning habitat for native salmonid species.  One of the challenges of using aquatic 
herbicides to manage aquatic vegetation growing in flowing water systems, is achieving 
sufficient herbicide-plant contact time for successful plant control.  This video 
summarizes a unique approach to overcome this challenge by utilizing a bubble barrier 

http://columbiabasincwma.org/flowering-rush-management-plan/
http://columbiabasincwma.org/flowering-rush-management-plan/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDWChNwJMIM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDWChNwJMIM
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system to curtail water flow, confine herbicide treatment, improve weed control, all while 
reducing impacts to non-target species.  This project was initiated in 2018 with funding 
from the Aquatic Plant Control Research Program and addresses a research Statement of 
Need submitted by the Walla Walla District.  It also represents a collaboration between 
the ERDC-EL, USACE Walla Walla District, USDA-ARS, and industry partners.  Video 
Link:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDWChNwJMIM  

 
… 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife seeks public comment on liberalizing 
limits for bass, walleye, and channel catfish, and updates to game fish rules 

 
OLYMPIA – Earlier this year, the Washington Legislature passed Second Substitute House Bill 
1579, which directed the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) to “adopt rules 

to liberalize bag limits for bass, walleye, and channel catfish in all anadromous waters of the 
state in order to reduce the predation risk to salmon smolts.” 

 
WDFW is now asking for public input on a proposal to eliminate harvest restrictions for bass, 

walleye, and channel catfish in certain waters statewide, as well as on proposed updates to 
freshwater game fish rules. 

 
The language in HB1579 was passed in part to implement the Governor’s task force 

recommendations meant to increase abundance of Chinook salmon, benefiting the endangered 
Southern Resident Killer Whale population. It would affect lakes, streams, and other waters 

throughout Washington. 
 

Meetings on these proposals will be held at the following locations: 
 

Mill Creek: 6 to 8 p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 24, at WDFW’s Mill Creek office, 16018 Mill Creek 
Blvd. 

Olympia: 5 to 7 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 26, at the Natural Resources Building, Room 175 A, 1111 
Washington St. SE. 

Ridgefield: 6 to 8 p.m., Monday, Sept. 30, at WDFW’s Ridgefield office, 5525 S 11th St. 
Ephrata: 6 to 8 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 1, at the Grant County Public Works Department, public 

meeting room, 124 Enterprise St. SE. 
Spokane: 6 to 8 p.m., Wednesday, Oct. 2, at WDFW’s Spokane office, 2315 N. Discovery Pl., 

Spokane Valley. 
 

To review and comment on the proposals, visit WDFW’s website at 
https://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/season-setting/ The public can comment on the 

proposed rules at the meetings or online through Oct. 17. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDWChNwJMIM
https://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/season-setting/liberalization
https://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/season-setting/liberalization
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1579&Year=2019
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1579&Year=2019
https://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/season-setting/
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The Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission also will hear testimony on these proposals 
during its Oct. 18-19 meeting in Olympia. For the specific day and time, visit the commission’s 

website at https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/commission 
 
The commission, which sets policy for WDFW, is expected to take action on the proposals at its 

meeting in December. If the commission approves these changes, the rules will take effect in 
early 2020. 

  
--- 

 
The US Coast Guard seeks comments on its Draft Policy Letter on the Coast 

Guard's Process To Accept Proposed Type-Approval Testing Protocols for Ballast 
Water Management Systems (BWMS) That Render Organisms in Ballast Water 

Nonviable 
 

The Coast Guard announces the availability of a draft policy letter that establishes the Coast 
Guard's proposed acceptance of type-approval testing protocols for BWMS that render nonviable 
(meaning “permanently incapable of reproduction”) organisms in ballast water and may be used 
in addition to the methods established under existing regulations; the process for accepting type-
approval testing protocols for BWMS, if any, that render nonviable organisms in ballast water 

and may be used in addition to the methods established under existing regulations which 
includes: The process for incorporating accepted protocols into the type-approval procedures 
established under existing regulations; the acceptance of laboratories to evaluate applicable 

treatment technologies; and the certification of BWMS that render nonviable organisms in ballast 
water. This notice solicits public comments on the draft policy letter that is entitled TYPE 
APROVAL METHODS FOR BALLAST WATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS THAT 

RENDER NONVIABLE ORGANISMS IN BALLAST WATER, hereinafter referred to in this 
notice as the “draft policy letter.” 

 
Full Federal Register Notice Here  

 
This document has a comment period that ends 09/30/2019 

 
--- 

 
Notice of Intent To Develop a Policy on the Determination of a Harmful Algal 
Bloom (HAB) and Hypoxia as an Event of National Significance in Freshwater 

Systems 
 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is requesting public comment to inform the 
development of an Agency policy for determining if a harmful algal bloom (HAB) or hypoxia 
event in freshwater is an “event of national significance.” Recent amendments to the Harmful 
Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Research and Control Act (HABHRCA), provide the EPA with the 
statutory authority to make such a determination in the case of a freshwater HAB or hypoxia 

https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/commission
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/31/2019-16305/draft-policy-letter-on-the-coast-guards-process-to-accept-proposed-type-approval-testing-protocols
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/31/2019-16305/draft-policy-letter-on-the-coast-guards-process-to-accept-proposed-type-approval-testing-protocols
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/31/2019-16305/draft-policy-letter-on-the-coast-guards-process-to-accept-proposed-type-approval-testing-protocols
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/31/2019-16305/draft-policy-letter-on-the-coast-guards-process-to-accept-proposed-type-approval-testing-protocols
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/31/2019-16305/draft-policy-letter-on-the-coast-guards-process-to-accept-proposed-type-approval-testing-protocols
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/09/16/2019-19985/notice-of-intent-to-develop-a-policy-on-the-determination-of-a-harmful-algal-bloom-hab-and-hypoxia
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/09/16/2019-19985/notice-of-intent-to-develop-a-policy-on-the-determination-of-a-harmful-algal-bloom-hab-and-hypoxia
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/09/16/2019-19985/notice-of-intent-to-develop-a-policy-on-the-determination-of-a-harmful-algal-bloom-hab-and-hypoxia
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event. Public comments are intended to inform the development of a policy for the EPA to make 
such determinations, specifically for events in freshwater. A federal determination that such an 

occurrence is an event of national significance enables mobilization of federal resources to assess 
and mitigate its detrimental effects, subject to the availability of appropriations. The EPA 

requests input on what the Agency should specifically consider for determining a “HAB or 
Hypoxia event of national significance” in freshwater, and related factors in order to inform 

development of a draft EPA policy. On July 25, 2019, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) issued a separate notice to solicit comments on HAB or hypoxia events 

of national significance in marine and coastal waters. 
 

Comments must be received on or before October 31, 2019. 
 

Submit your comments, identified by Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OW-0463 to the Federal 
eRulemaking Portal: https://www.regulations.gov  

 
--- 

 
NEW SPECIES SIGHTINGS 

 
Want to get more new species alerts? 

USGS NAS: https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx 
IMAP INVASIVES: https://www.imapinvasives.org 

 
 

DRESISSENIDS 
 
[Minnesota] 
Zebra mussel confirmed in East Battle Lake in Otter Tail County (9/9/19) 

Connected West Battle Lake has had zebra mussels for at least 2 years. The Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources has confirmed a zebra mussel in East Battle Lake in 
Otter Tail County. A lake property owner removing equipment from the lake for the 
season contacted the DNR after finding an adult zebra mussel attached to a dock post. 
DNR divers did not find any additional zebra mussels after searching 20 other pieces of 
equipment that had been removed from the lake and 350 objects in four areas of the lake. 

Zebra mussels confirmed in Eagle Lake in Otter Tail County (9/19/19) 
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has confirmed multiple adult and 
juvenile zebra mussels in Eagle Lake in Otter Tail County.  A lake property owner 
removing equipment from the lake for the season contacted the DNR after finding what 
were confirmed to be adult zebra mussels on a dock and related equipment being 
removed for the season. DNR staff conducted equipment searches and found seven 
juvenile zebra mussels in a second area of the lake, about three-quarters of a mile from 
the location of the original report. 

Zebra mussel confirmed in Long Lake, Ramsey County (9/19/19) 
The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has confirmed a zebra mussel found by 
a contractor conducting an early detection survey in Long Lake in Ramsey County. A 

https://www.regulations.gov/
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx
https://www.imapinvasives.org/
http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/2019/09/09/zebra-mussel-confirmed-in-east-battle-lake-in-otter-tail-county/
http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/2019/09/19/zebra-mussels-confirmed-in-eagle-lake-in-otter-tail-county/
http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/2019/09/19/zebra-mussel-confirmed-in-long-lake-ramsey-county/
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contract diver found an adult zebra mussel attached to a native mussel near the public 
access on Long Lake. DNR and Ramsey County staff did not find additional zebra 
mussels during a follow-up search. They noted that water clarity was poor and weather 
was overcast, so additional searches will be needed to determine whether there is an 
established zebra mussel population in Long Lake. 

OTHER AIS 
 
[California] Pectinatella magnifica (magnificent bryozoan) was found in Jenkinson Lake 
(Jenkinson Reservoir), CA. [USGS NAS Record] 
 
[Montana] Potamopyrgus antipodarum (New Zealand mudsnail) was found at a private fish 
hatchery, Hamilton Montana. [USGS NAS Record]  

Related: FWP finds New Zealand mud snails in private fish hatchery near Hamilton 
(9/24/19) Last month Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks discovered an established 
population of New Zealand mud snails at a private commercial fish hatchery south of 
Hamilton. This discovery marks the first time New Zealand mud snails have been found 
west of the Continental Divide in Montana… The Bitterroot hatchery is now under 
quarantine by FWP, which will last until the New Zealand mud snails are eradicated from 
the facility. The snails likely arrived at the Bitterroot hatchery from a fish hatchery in 
South Dakota, which was thought to be free of AIS until notice this summer that New 
Zealand mud snails had been discovered there. The Bitterroot hatchery imports trout from 
the South Dakota hatchery annually. 

WATCH LIST 
 
Be on the lookout for Bacopa rotundifolia along the Columbia River.  Contact: Mark D. Sytsma 
(503) 307-6131 mark.sytsma@pdx.edu 
 

DREISSENID MUSSELS
 

 
Be on the lookout for zebra mussels this fall, North Dakota Game and Fish Department says 
(9/13/19) 

“It makes it easier to do a thorough search on equipment when it’s taken out of the water 
in the fall,” Howell said. “Pay special attention to wheel wells, right angles on frames and 
areas that are otherwise protected from sunlight. Feel for attached organisms that have 
small hair-like structures holding them in place. Small mussels can feel like rough 
sandpaper, and adults can be as large as 2 inches long.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/SpResults.aspx?SpeciesID=2335
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1617604
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/SpResults.aspx?SpeciesID=1008
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1617677
http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/ais/nr_0081.html
http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/ais/nr_0081.html
https://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=baro
mailto:307-6131mark.sytsma@pdx.edu
https://www.grandforksherald.com/sports/outdoors/4660200-Be-on-the-lookout-for-zebra-mussels-this-fall-Game-and-Fish-Department-says
https://www.grandforksherald.com/sports/outdoors/4660200-Be-on-the-lookout-for-zebra-mussels-this-fall-Game-and-Fish-Department-says
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BOAT INSPECTION/DECON/TECH NEWS 
 

 
[New Report] WRP Building Consensus in the West Workgroup: Final Activity Report 2011-
2019.  
 
[Lake Tahoe] Watercraft inspection stations closing for season (9/25/19) 

As of Oct. 1, watercraft inspection operations for Lake Tahoe will move from roadside 
inspection stations and occur at the launch ramps at Cave Rock on the East Shore and 
Lake Forest outside Tahoe City for the winter. This season marks 11 years of Lake 
Tahoe’s Watercraft Inspection Program. Under the program, every motorized watercraft 
is inspected to ensure it is Clean, Drained, and Dry and not carrying aquatic invasive 
species before launching at Tahoe. Thanks to the diligence of boaters and inspectors, no 
new aquatic invasive species have been detected in Lake Tahoe since the program 
launched in 2008. Inspectors examined nearly 8,000 watercraft this season, 50 percent of 
them arrived clean, drained, and dry. This is evidence that boaters continue to come to 
watercraft inspection stations prepared. Eleven watercraft were found carrying invasive 
mussels and 29 were harboring other species. Vigilance is required to protect Lake 
Tahoe’s waters from new exposures to invasive species. 

 
[Montana] The AIS inspection stations have snared 14 fouled watercraft so far this summer 
(9/19/19) 

In the latest statistics released last week by the Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, its 
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Program’s watercraft inspection stations sieve has snared 
14 quagga or zebra mussel fouled watercraft out of 104,000 statewide inspections at the 
45 inspection stations in the state. There were 15,899 high-risk boats inspected that were 
last launched in states with known aquatic invasive species infestation. 

 
[Wyoming] Aquatic Invasive Species check stations closing for the season (9/15/19) 

The 2019 boating season is winding down, and the Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department’s Aquatic Invasive Species check stations throughout the state are set to 
close. The last day of operation for the Cheyenne Interstate 25 Visitor Station, Cheyenne 
Interstate 80 Port of Entry and Laramie Highway 287 Port of Entry check stations will be 
Sunday, Sept. 22, according to a news release. 

 
 

BALLAST WATER/BIOFOULING 
 

 
Commissioning Testing of Ballast Water Treatment Systems Recommended (9/15/19) 

The main objective of commissioning testing is not to validate the Type Approval but to 
demonstrate that the principle treatment methods of the system are capable of functioning 
as installed.  It is based on the Guidance for the commissioning testing of ballast water 
management systems (BWM.2/Circ.70), and it will be required by the Flag State of the 
vessel or the Recognised Organizations (ROs) acting on their behalf. 

 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/0e48c2_1ffb7b1484e1469a921a1dc9cb331cca.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/0e48c2_1ffb7b1484e1469a921a1dc9cb331cca.pdf
https://thetahoeweekly.com/2019/09/watercraft-inspection-stations-closing-for-season/
http://www.charkoosta.com/news/the-ais-inspection-stations-have-snared-fouled-watercraft-so-far/article_a19a122e-db08-11e9-a391-9f8940ec040b.html?utm_source=IMC+Dreissenid+Digest&utm_campaign=0d56199044-Weekly_Dreissenid_Digest_4_13_2018_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_68bd7ec89f-0d56199044-128742361
http://www.charkoosta.com/news/the-ais-inspection-stations-have-snared-fouled-watercraft-so-far/article_a19a122e-db08-11e9-a391-9f8940ec040b.html?utm_source=IMC+Dreissenid+Digest&utm_campaign=0d56199044-Weekly_Dreissenid_Digest_4_13_2018_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_68bd7ec89f-0d56199044-128742361
https://www.wyomingnews.com/news/local_news/aquatic-invasive-species-check-stations-closing-for-the-season/article_9e22d5b5-e6f1-56cd-8298-8b2f201fc93a.html
https://www.maritime-executive.com/corporate/commissioning-testing-of-ballast-water-treatment-systems-recommended
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Market readies for ballast water challenges (9/13/19) 
The shipping industry has raised concern over the introduction of the new Ballast Water 
Management Convention regulation. One of the main complaints is that the quality of the 
available ballast water treatment systems has been below par, though those producing and 
assessing the technology are confident that the systems market is ready, while warning 
that the significance of training and proper selection of systems can still be 
underappreciated. 

 
BWMS provider demonstrates tanker non-compliance solution in port (9/10/19) 

The InvaSave mobile ballast water treatment system from Damen Green Solutions 
demonstrated its ability to help vessels to meet the incoming D2 standard. All vessels are 
required to comply with the standard which came into force on 8 September 2019. The 
InvaSave crew teamed up with local environmental services provider Tradebe Santander 
to receive ballast water from a tanker in Gijon. What appears to be a relatively simple 
exercise has significant ramifications for all operational vessels – particularly older ships 
which might not financially justify retrofitting a compliant ballast water treatment 
system. 

 
MSIB: Ballast water best management practices to reduce the likelihood of transporting 
pathogens that may spread stony coral tissue loss disease (9/9/19) 

The Coast Guard and the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA… were recently 
provided information regarding the rapid spread of Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease 
(SCTLD) throughout the Caribbean. SCTLD is a lethal disease that rapidly destroys the 
soft tissue of many different species of coral. The disease first appeared off the coast of 
Miami-Dade County, Florida, in September 2014. Nearly half of Florida’s 45 species of 
hard coral are affected by the disease, including many reef-building types. Once afflicted, 
the disease progresses rapidly, killing corals within weeks or months. It is estimated to 
have led to the death of millions of corals since 2014. The causative agent of SCTLD has 
not yet been identified. Recent work indicates that co-infection of a bacteria and a virus is 
a possibility… Accordingly, vessel representatives are reminded of the following 
mandatory management practices associated with the discharge of ballast water (BW) 
from vessels required to conduct a Ballast Water Exchange (BWE) under U.S. 
Regulations [BMPs here] 
 

Marine Safety Center issues Ballast Water Management System Type Approval Certificate to 
COSCO Shipbuilding Industry Co., Ltd. (9/9/19) 

The U.S. Coast Guard Marine Safety Center issued the 21st U.S. Coast Guard Ballast 
Water Management System Type Approval Certificate to COSCO Shipbuilding Industry 
Co., Ltd. after a detailed review of the manufacturer’s type approval application 
determined the system met the requirements of 46 CFR 162.060. The treatment principle 
of the Blue Ocean Shield (BOS) BWMS consists of filtration with UV treatment during 
uptake and discharge. This approval covers models with maximum treatment rated 
capabilities between 100 m3/h and 3,200 m3/h. 

 
 

 

https://lloydslist.maritimeintelligence.informa.com/LL1129174/Market-readies-for-ballast-water-challenges
https://www.rivieramm.com/news-content-hub/news-content-hub/bwms-provider-demonstrates-tanker-non-compliance-solution-in-port-56139
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2019/09/09/msib-best-practices-to-reduce-transport-of-pathogens-spreading-stony-coral-tissue-loss-disease/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2019/09/09/msib-best-practices-to-reduce-transport-of-pathogens-spreading-stony-coral-tissue-loss-disease/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Portals/9/DCO%20Documents/5p/MSIB/2019/MSIB_007_19.pdf?ver=2019-09-06-151207-643
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2019/09/09/marine-safety-center-issues-ballast-water-management-system-type-approval-certificate-to-cosco-shipbuilding-industry-co-ltd/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2019/09/09/marine-safety-center-issues-ballast-water-management-system-type-approval-certificate-to-cosco-shipbuilding-industry-co-ltd/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
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MARINE  
 

 
[Washington] Volunteers trap European green crabs (9/13/19) 

The invasive European green crab continues to keep a presence on the North Olympic 
Peninsula. The highest Peninsula counts so far this season have been on the Makah 
reservation on the West End, where 988 green crabs have been found, and at the 
Dungeness Wildlife Refuge, where volunteers have discovered 56, said marine ecologist 
Emily Grason, Crab Team program manager for Washington Sea Grant, last week. Those 
areas have had the largest totals for European green crab captures across the Salish Sea, 
she said. 
Related: Green Crab Cookbook (2019) 
Invasive crab species detected in Drayton Harbor (9/11/19) 

 
AQUACULTURE 

 
 

Salmon farm decommission in B.C.'s Broughton on track: premier (9/19/19) 
Premier John Horgan says industry, government and Indigenous nations on northern 
Vancouver Island are collaborating on a four-year program to transition away from 
marine-based salmon farms. Horgan says the health of British Columbia's wild salmon 
stocks depends on the joint work being done in the Broughton Archipelago to improve 
environmental conditions and move away from open-net farms. 
 

The Battle Over Fish Farming In The Open Ocean Heats Up, As EPA Permit Looms (9/18/19) 
Americans eat an average of 16 pounds of fish each year, and that number is growing. 
But how to meet our demand for fish is a controversial question, one that is entering a 
new chapter as the Environmental Protection Agency seeks to approve the nation's only 
aquaculture pen in federal waters. 
 

AquaBounty ‘hopeful’ fishing industry senator won’t block progress again (9/18/19) 
Transgenic-salmon producer AquaBounty has responded to reports that an Alaskan 
senator is planning a new attempt to prevent sale of the fish in the United States. The 
Wall Street Journal has reported in a comment piece that Republican senator Lisa 
Murkowski, a champion of the Pacific salmon fishing industry and long-time opponent of 
AquaBounty, will use her position on the Senate Appropriations Committee to this week 
slip a rider into a farm spending bill that would effectively continue to block the sale of 
AquaBounty’s AquAdvantage salmon. 
Related: Anti-GM salmon senator could use “wrecking” bill to block sale of 
AquAdvantage fish (9/18/19) 
 

1,000 farm-raised salmon escape from Canadian pen, some captured at New Brunswick dam 
(9/12/19) 

Researchers for the Atlantic Salmon Federation have captured and removed 53 Atlantic 
salmon from a New Brunswick river after an estimated 1,000 of the farm-raised fish 
escaped from a Cooke Aquaculture facility near Deer Island in the Bay of Fundy. 

https://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/volunteers-trap-european-green-crabs/
https://www.greencrab.org/
https://www.thenorthernlight.com/stories/invasive-crab-species-detected-in-drayton-harbor,8375
https://www.timescolonist.com/entertainment/salmon-farm-decommission-in-b-c-s-broughton-on-track-premier-1.23952054
https://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2019/09/18/761978683/the-battle-over-fish-farming-in-the-open-ocean-heats-up-as-epa-permit-looms
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/article/aquabounty-hopeful-senator-wont-block-progress-again/
https://salmonbusiness.com/anti-gm-salmon-senator-could-use-wrecking-bill-to-block-sale-of-aquadvantage-fish/
https://salmonbusiness.com/anti-gm-salmon-senator-could-use-wrecking-bill-to-block-sale-of-aquadvantage-fish/
https://bangordailynews.com/2019/09/12/outdoors/1000-farm-raised-salmon-escape-from-canadian-pen-some-captured-at-new-brunswick-dam/
https://bangordailynews.com/2019/09/12/outdoors/1000-farm-raised-salmon-escape-from-canadian-pen-some-captured-at-new-brunswick-dam/
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Related: Aquaculture salmon escape detected in Bay of Fundy (9/10/19) 
Salmon Farmers Are Already Transparent About Escapes (9/13/19) 
 
 

FISH 
 

 
Can a $1 million light-and-sound show stop invasive carp? (9/21/19) 

…The $1 million noise and light system was installed in May at Lock and Dam No. 8, 
about 50 miles from the Iowa border and 100 miles north of where the carp have taken 
hold in large numbers. The Mississippi is essentially the only entry point for carp to 
colonize in Minnesota, and if the state can close that choke point it’s unlikely the fish will 
be able to establish a population, Sorensen said. In laboratory tests, the skittish creatures 
were scared off by bright lights and loud noises. Now Sorensen and his team are testing 
whether the barrier works in the wild… 

 
 
Look out, invasive species: The robots are coming (9/16/19) 

In his laboratory’s latest foray into using biomimetic robots to understand and modify 
animal behavior, NYU Tandon School of Engineering Professor Maurizio Porfiri led an 
interdisciplinary team of researchers from NYU Tandon and the University of Western 
Australia toward demonstrating how robotic fish can be a valuable tool in the fight 
against one of the world’s most problematic invasive species, the mosquitofish. Porfiri 
and a team of collaborators have published the first experiments to gauge the ability of a 
biologically inspired robotic fish to induce fear-related changes in mosquitofish. 
The paper, “Behavioural and Life-History Responses of Mosquitofish to Biologically 
Inspired and Interactive Robotic Predators,” appears in the current issue of the Journal of 
the Royal Society Interface. 

  
Invasive and voracious, northern pike are inching closer to salmon habitat, but Washington plans 
to fight the threat (9/19/19) 

…The bad news is that pike are now in Lake Roosevelt, the water body behind Grand 
Coulee Dam. Only that and Chief Joseph Dam separate the invasive species from areas 
where salmon spawn, and experts say that pike migration down the Columbia must be 
avoided at all costs. So Washington's wildlife agency and invasive species council are 
looking to up the ante, potentially voting next month to classify the fish at the highest 
prohibited level (similar to invasive mussels) and getting ready for a rapid response to the 
invasive threat should they cross into that zone. 

 
Fight Against Pike: Washington Fw Commission Considers Raising Threat Level, Would Allow 
Emergency Declaration If Found Below Grand Coulee (9/13/19) [$$] 

As efforts continue to curb the proliferation of northern pike in the Columbia River 
Basin, the state of Washington and co-management agencies are pursuing additional 
funding and flexibility to respond to the voracious predators entering the “anadromous 
zone” downstream from Grand Coulee Dam. 

 

https://www.asf.ca/news-and-magazine/news-releases/salmon-escape-in-bay-of-fundy
https://www.atlanticfishfarmers.com/media-releases-all/2019/9/13/media-statement-salmon-farmers-are-already-transparent-about-escapes
http://www.startribune.com/can-a-1-million-light-and-sound-show-stop-invasive-carp/560995522/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/09/190916114016.htm
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rsif.2019.0359
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rsif.2019.0359
https://www.inlander.com/spokane/invasive-and-voracious-northern-pike-are-inching-closer-to-salmon-habitat-but-washington-plans-to-fight-the-threat/Content?oid=18303477
https://www.inlander.com/spokane/invasive-and-voracious-northern-pike-are-inching-closer-to-salmon-habitat-but-washington-plans-to-fight-the-threat/Content?oid=18303477
https://www.cbbulletin.com/fight-against-pike-washington-fw-commission-considers-raising-threat-level-would-allow-emergency-declaration-if-found-below-grand-coulee/
https://www.cbbulletin.com/fight-against-pike-washington-fw-commission-considers-raising-threat-level-would-allow-emergency-declaration-if-found-below-grand-coulee/
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Asian carp threat remains for Great Lakes (9/8/19) 
Whether the threat of an Asian carp invasion to the Great Lakes should be regarded as 
real or calamitously surreal depends on who’s doing the evaluating…What isn’t known is 
how breeding populations of the carp will affect the Great Lakes, whose inland fisheries 
are valued at as much as $7 billion annually. It is acknowledged that carp are at the gates, 
most notably outside of Chicago. There, a man-made shipping and sewage canal links the 
Illinois River, where the carp reside, to Lake Michigan, where so far they don’t. Some 
barriers, though deemed inadequate by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, to this point 
have blocked the carp advance. Plans to create a gauntlet of barriers are in the works, 
although awaiting funds from Congress and years from actuality. 
Related: Is Chicago Water Pollution Halting a Silver Carp Invasion? (9/12/19) 
Great Lakes legislators get look at Asian carp harvest in Joliet (9/13/19) 

 
AQUATIC PLANTS 

 
 
[California] Just Shy of Splendor in the Grass (9/19) 

This pair’s careful work represents one small moment in the massive, nearly 20-year-old 
Invasive Spartina Project. Experts describe it as one of the most ambitious, 
technologically complicated, and—so far—successful invasive-species eradication 
programs in the world. To date an initial total of 805 acres of non-native cordgrass, 
spread across 70,000 acres of the San Francisco Bay’s marshlands, has been reduced to 
less than 40 net acres. The project has an annual budget of $2.8 million, and a total cost 
of roughly $45 mil- lion to date. However, the long-term success of the program faces 
unresolved threats in the form of federal closures of certain infested areas. 

 
[British Columbia] Province commits to invasive weed removal on Lake Seymour (9/11/19) 

Don’t let its name fool you — yellow floating heart is no joke. For years the invasive 
weed has plagued Seymour Lake. Now the Province is stepping in to help control the 
weed’s spread… “Initially it was planted in front of a lady’s house about 20 years ago, 
[then] a subsequent owner excavated the lakefront and it fragmented into a lot of different 
satellite populations.” The invasive species spread rapidly, and within years had begun to 
encroach on the public beach area. 

 
 

FRESHWATER 
 

 
California ramps up efforts to combat invasive swamp rodents (9/25/19) 

The swamp rodents, called nutria, are setting off alarms in California. They weigh about 
20 pounds (9 kilograms) each and eat the equivalent of about a fourth of their weight 
each day by burrowing into riverbanks and chomping into plants that emerge from the 
water. The animals can destroy the wetland habitats of rare and endangered species, 
degrading soil, ruining crops and carrying pathogens that may threaten livestock Most of 
all, they pose a public safety risk: Left unchecked, nutria could jeopardize California’s 
water supply, especially if they get into the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta. 

https://www.dispatch.com/sports/20190907/outdoors--asian-carp-threat-remains-for-great-lakes
https://eos.org/articles/is-chicago-water-pollution-halting-a-silver-carp-invasion
https://www.theherald-news.com/2019/09/13/great-lakes-legislators-get-look-at-asian-carp-harvest-in-joliet/as53ibc/
https://www.sfestuary.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/EstuaryNewsSept2019.pdf#page=3
https://www.interior-news.com/news/province-commits-to-invasive-weed-removal-on-lake-seymour/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/california-ramps-up-efforts-to-combat-invasive-swamp-rodents/2019/09/25/0d82d19c-df55-11e9-be7f-4cc85017c36f_story.html
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Invasive Species Drive Erosion in Aquatic Environments (9/18/19) 

Animals and plants are “geomorphic agents”, shaping the landscape around them through 
their daily activities of feeding, building homes, reproducing, and seeking safety. A 
recent article in Reviews of Geophysics focuses on the burrowing activities of various 
invasive species found in aquatic environments, examining how they modify the 
landscape and increase the risk of erosion. Here, one of the authors gives an overview of 
how the presence of different species can change geomorphic and hydrological processes, 
and suggests where additional research is needed to better understand their impact. 

 
[British Columbia] Not so golden goldfish (9/14/19) 

BC Rivers Day is just around the corner. As you may or may not know, Lake 
Windermere is a part of the larger Columbia River. The headwaters are just south of here 
in Canal Flats, and the emptying point is in Astoria, Oregon. With this in mind, it is 
extremely important for us to take good care of Lake Windermere. Any impact we have 
on it at the source will carry down the Columbia River. One of the key areas for a 
detrimental impact is invasive species. You are probably familiar with Zebra or Quagga 
mussels, or a variety of invasive plants like Eurasian Milfoil, but did you know some of 
your household pets can be classified as invasive as well? 

 
CLIMATE CHANGE 

 
 

U.S. Department of Interior Awards $4.5 Million to Renew Support for Climate Science Center 
at UMass Amherst (9/17/19) 

The U.S. Department of the Interior has renewed its support for the Northeast Climate 
Adaptation Science Center (NE CASC) at the University of Massachusetts Amherst with 
a five-year, $4.5 million commitment as the host campus for its six-member consortium 
of universities, says center co-director professor Richard Palmer. Scientists affiliated with 
the center provide federal, state and other agencies with region-specific results of targeted 
research on the effects of climate change on ecosystems, wildlife, water and other 
resources. The new agreement continues Interior’s original seven-year, $11 million grant 
to the NE CASC at UMass Amherst that began in 2011. One of the web-based tools 
created by the NE CASC is the Regional Invasive Species and Climate Change (RISCC) 
Management project, which helps invasive species managers through working groups, 
information-sharing and targeted research. 

 
 

Waters off the coast of Maine vulnerable to changing climate (9/15/19) 
Six years ago, after the Gulf of Maine warmed to unprecedented levels, green crabs 
flooded over these northern embayments of Casco Bay like a plague of locusts, tearing 
away seagrass meadows, pockmarking salt marshes with their burrows, and devouring 
most every mussel and soft-shell clam in their path. Farther out to sea, puffin chicks 
starved and right whales abandoned their summer grounds for lack of food. Fishermen 
began hauling up southern creatures such as black sea bass and Maryland blue crabs. 
Lobsters shed so early they flooded the market, setting off a chain of events that resulted 

https://eos.org/editors-vox/invasive-species-drive-erosion-in-aquatic-environments
https://agupubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1029/2018RG000635
https://www.columbiavalleypioneer.com/opinion/not-so-golden-goldfish/
https://www.umass.edu/newsoffice/article/us-department-interior-awards-45-million?utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New%29
https://www.umass.edu/newsoffice/article/us-department-interior-awards-45-million?utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New%29
https://people.umass.edu/riscc/index.html
https://people.umass.edu/riscc/index.html
https://www.journaltribune.com/articles/stateregional/waters-off-the-coast-of-maine-vulnerable-to-changing-climate/
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in angry Canadian lobstermen blockading New Brunswick processing plants to prevent 
the unloading of lobster trucks from Maine… 

 
 

OTHER 
 

 
Feral Hogs Encroaching On Montana-Canada Border (9/8/19) 

Looming among our neighbors to the north is an invasive species Montana experts say 
would cause extensive environmental degradation to the Big Sky state, should they ever 
successfully saunter across the border. And they’re edging closer every year. Large 
populations of feral hogs throughout Saskatchewan and Alberta have been slowly 
encroaching on the Montana-Canada border, placing wildlife experts, farmers and other 
stakeholders on edge. 
Related: Time for a boar-der wall? U.S. fears invasion of feral hogs from Canada 
(9/12/19) 

 
Natural Enemies Close In on Fire Ants Share (9/9/19) 

Hunting for natural enemies of the red imported fire ant is paying off for Agricultural 
Research Service (ARS) scientists. Their latest discovery—a new virus found in fire ants 
from Argentina—has the potential of becoming a biological control agent against the red 
imported fire ants infesting the United States. 

 
Invasive honeybee-eating hornets with toxic sting found on Vancouver Island for first time 
(9/11/19) 

According to a B.C. Ministry of Agriculture press release, three large insects, Asian giant 
hornets, were found in Nanaimo, on central Vancouver Island, in August. They are well-
known to prey on honeybees and are capable of destroying hives in a short time period.  
 

Invasive Mosquitoes Plunge Deeper Into California (9/18/19) 
Two invasive species of mosquitoes that can carry Zika, dengue, yellow fever and other 
dangerous viruses are spreading in California — and have been found as far north as 
Sacramento and Placer counties. There are now 16 counties where Aedes aegypti, 
commonly known as the yellow fever mosquito, has been detected, according to the state 
Department of Public Health. Five of those counties have also detected Aedes albopictus, 
the Asian tiger mosquito. 

 
 

JOBS/GRANTS 
 

 
JOBS 

 
British Columbia: Invasive Species Outreach Coordinator 

https://www.dailyinterlake.com/local_news/20190908/feral_hogs_encroaching_on_montana-canada_border
https://globalnews.ca/news/5893366/feral-hogs-montana-canada-border-fence/
https://globalnews.ca/news/5893366/feral-hogs-montana-canada-border-fence/
https://tellus.ars.usda.gov/stories/articles/natural-enemies-close-in-on-fire-ants/?utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New%29
https://www.nelsonstar.com/news/invasive-honeybee-eating-hornets-with-toxic-sting-found-on-vancouver-island-for-first-time/
https://www.nelsonstar.com/news/invasive-honeybee-eating-hornets-with-toxic-sting-found-on-vancouver-island-for-first-time/
https://californiahealthline.org/multimedia/invasive-mosquitoes-plunge-deeper-into-california/
https://bcinvasives.ca/about/employment/invasive-species-outreach-coordinator
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Are you a young professional looking for a career in the resource sector or community outreach? 
Are you wanting to help ensure that the Cariboo has healthy grasslands, lakes and special places? 
Do you enjoy reaching out to community groups and participating in special events? The 
Invasive Species Council of BC is seeking an enthusiastic team member under the age of 30 to 
coordinate outreach programming in the Cariboo. As an Invasive Species Outreach Coordinator, 
you will assist in the development and delivery of the Council’s programs, sharing information 
with the public, youth, resource sector and others. 
TITLE: Invasive Species Outreach Coordinator 
TERM: Full time beginning September 2019; ongoing 
SALARY: $40,000+ annually, based on experience 
LOCATION: Cariboo, based in Williams Lake 
HOURS: Full time (37.5 hrs./per week) 
 
Biologist I - Aquatic Nuisance Species - North Dakota Game and Fish Department 
Location: Jamestown, ND 
Salary Range: $3,976-$5,302 hiring range; $3,976-$6,627 full range 
Closing Date:  September 29, 2019 
Minimum Qualifications: 

Requires a minimum of a Bachelor of Science degree in fish and wildlife management, 
biology/zoology, or closely related natural resource science degree and two years of 
professional work experience with a wildlife or natural resource management agency.  A 
Master’s degree in fisheries management, aquatic ecology, or closely related field can be 
substituted for the two years of work experience.  
The position requires a working knowledge of aquatic ecosystem principles and aquatic 
field sampling methods. The individual must possess well-developed communication 
skills, both oral and written, and must have the ability to work with governmental 
entities, fish and wildlife groups, and the general public. Must be able to work extended 
hours and be willing to travel.  Must be able to lift at least 50 lbs.  Must be able to work 
both independently and as a team, oftentimes in inclement weather, including extremely 
cold water and occasional night work.  Must be comfortable using various computer 
applications to carry out data analysis and other work duties, including but not limited to 
Microsoft Office products (Outlook, Word, Excel, and Access) Must have a valid North 
Dakota Driver’s License or the ability to obtain one.  

Preferred Qualifications: 
Experience working on aquatic nuisance species issues. 
Applicants with public outreach experience. 
A working knowledge of statistics, and the ability to apply basic statistical principles to 
biological data. 
Shop and equipment maintenance skills. 
Operating and maintaining boats. 
Ability to swim. 
Current participation in fishing. 

 
Outreach Specialist - The Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center (MAISRC) 
works to develop research-based solutions that can reduce the impacts of aquatic invasive 
species (AIS) in Minnesota by preventing spread, controlling populations, and managing 

https://www.cnd.nd.gov/psc/recruit/EMPLOYEE/HRMS/c/HRS_HRAM_FL.HRS_CG_SEARCH_FL.GBL?Page=HRS_APP_SCHJOB_FL&Action=U
https://www.maisrc.umn.edu/about/employment
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ecosystems; and to advance knowledge and inspire action by others. MAISRC supports about 20 
research projects at one time, many of which have applied management implications. It is 
important that MAISRC provide the needed support to ensure research-based solutions are made 
available to state and local managers in an understandable and useful way. 
The primary role of the Outreach Specialist is to help translate research into action by serving as 
a bridge between MAISRC research and AIS managers. The Outreach Specialist will help 
catalyze the transfer of research-based knowledge to new applications in Minnesota by working 
closely with MAISRC researchers to identify project outcomes that address knowledge gaps and 
needs identified by agency staff, AIS managers, policy makers, and other stakeholders. This will 
include the development of research summaries, writing white papers, facilitating workshops, 
and presenting information to stakeholder groups. The Outreach Specialist will be expected to 
work across high-priority species and research topics, and with diverse stakeholder groups. To 
apply, please visit https://z.umn.edu/MAISRC_Outreach 
All applications must be submitted online and include a resume, letter of interest, and three 
professional references to be considered. Position number: 315872 Priority Deadline: October 
1, 2019 
 
 
California Delta Science Program Seeks Lead Scientist 
The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and the Delta Stewardship Council (Council) are seeking 
an internationally recognized scientist to become the Lead Scientist of the Delta Science 
Program. 

Job Summary: 
The Delta Lead Scientist is responsible for providing unbiased science expertise to the 
Council, the Delta Science Program, and the Delta science community, by upholding the 
highest possible standards of scientific integrity and credibility and for providing 
scientific leadership to achieve the vision of “One Delta, One Science” set forth in the 
Delta Science Plan. The Lead Scientist must at all times maintain an unbiased, 
independent, policy-neutral perspective that equally serves all Delta interests while 
impartially presenting the best available scientific information relating to relevant issues 
of concern. For more please visit deltacouncil.ca.gov Submit applications by Oct. 15, 
2019 for priority consideration. 

 
California Sea Grant Science Communication Fellowship 2020 
New this year, the California Sea Grant Science Communication Fellowship provides a unique 
educational opportunity for an early career science communicator to gain hands-on experience in 
marine and coastal science communication. The applicant will be placed at California Sea 
Grant’s office at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography, UC San Diego for a 12-month paid 
fellowship. Application Deadline: October 31, 2019, 11:59 PM PST 

 
GRANTS  

 
Now Open: FY 2020 Grant Opportunity for Marine Debris Prevention Projects 

The NOAA Marine Debris Program is proud to announce our FY 2020 “Marine Debris 
Prevention” federal funding opportunity. This opportunity provides funding for projects 
that actively engage and educate a target audience (such as students, teachers, industries, 

https://z.umn.edu/MAISRC_Outreach
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/job-opportunities
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/job-opportunities
https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/fellowships/california-sea-grant-science-communication-fellowship-2020
https://marinedebris.noaa.gov/funding/funding-opportunities
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or the public) in hands-on programs designed to raise awareness, provide practical 
approaches, reduce barriers, and encourage and support changes in behaviors to ensure 
long-term prevention of marine debris. 
The Letter of Intent (LOI) submission period for prevention projects will extend 
from September 17 to November 5, 2019. Applicants who submit successful LOIs will 
be invited to submit a full proposal following the LOI review period. 
For more information on this FY 2020 grant opportunity, please visit Grants.gov and the 
NOAA Marine Debris Program’s website. 

 
FEDERAL/STATE/PROVINCIAL  

LEGISLATION, RULES, ACTIONS 
 

Western Governors Association 
 

State/Province 
 
[South Dakota] S.D. officials expand plan for slowing spread of zebra mussels upstream in 
Missouri River (9/18/19) 

The South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks Department needs help from state lawmakers in 
battling zebra mussels that have invaded several Missouri River reservoirs. Several GFP 
staff outlined plans Wednesday at a public meeting. A similar session is planned at 7 p.m. 
Thursday at the Pierre Ramkota. The bottom line is they want broader authority to check 
boats to be sure drain plugs are removed when out of the water and there aren’t zebra 
mussels anywhere on the vessels. They also want more seasonal staff to do inspections 
during the main boating months of May through August…Posting inspection teams next 
summer to check boats at all 101 ramps on the Missouri River in South Dakota would 
cost an estimated $6 million just in wages and require 404 seasonal hires, he said. That’s 
probably not possible, according to Greiner. What might be, if lawmakers agree, is 
manning 35 stations with 140 seasonal employees at a cost of about $2.5 million in 
wages. 

Executive 

Congressional 
 

Congressional hearing on marine plastics wades into the Great Lakes (9/25/19) 
Plastics in the ocean and birds with resin pellets in their bellies may attract the headlines, 
but it was the science behind microplastics in the Great Lakes that drew some pointed 
attention at a recent Congressional hearing. A Sept. 19 House appropriations 
subcommittee hearing on marine debris turned into a 90-minute crash course on plastics 
and marine science, with lawmakers probing where government science should go, and 
looking at new areas, like how plastic marine debris is emerging as a new way for 
invasive species to travel the globe…The discussion also looked at another newer area of 
research: whether plastics and marine debris can transport invasive species. Linsey 
Haram, a marine ecologist with the Smithsonian Institution's Environmental Research 

https://www.keloland.com/news/capitol-news-bureau/s-d-officials-expand-plan-for-slowing-spread-of-zebra-mussels-upstream-in-missouri-river/
https://www.keloland.com/news/capitol-news-bureau/s-d-officials-expand-plan-for-slowing-spread-of-zebra-mussels-upstream-in-missouri-river/
https://www.plasticsnews.com/news/congressional-hearing-marine-plastics-wades-great-lakes
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Center, said plastic played a role in transporting over 280 invertebrate marine species 
from Japan after the 2011 tsunami to the shores of Hawaii and the west coast of North 
America… 

 
Calif. rep to bring dead giant swamp rat to Congress (9/23/19) 

Rep. Josh Harder, a rookie Democratic congressman, wants his colleagues to award $7 
million to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife over five years to combat the 
spread of nutria, large semi-aquatic rodents wreaking havoc on wetlands in his 
district.[H.R. 3399] 
 

 
Budget and Appropriations 

 

FY2020 Senate passes stopgap spending bill, sending it to Trump (9/26/19) 

The Senate passed a stopgap spending bill Thursday, days before the deadline to prevent 
a government shutdown. Senators voted 82-15 on the continuing resolution (CR), which 
will fund the government through Nov. 21.  

Commerce, Justice, Science Appropriations Bill Approved for Senate Consideration (9/26/19) 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Senate Committee on Appropriations today approved the 
FY2020 Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies (CJS) Appropriations Act, 
which makes investments to support law enforcement, economic prosperity, scientific 
research, space exploration, and other national priorities. The $70.833 billion measure is 
$6.715 billion above the FY2019 enacted level and funds the U.S. Departments of 
Commerce and Justice, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, the 
Natio… Continue Reading 

Note: Bill AIS details will be provided in the next AIS News. 

FY2020 Interior, Environment Appropriations Bill Approved by Full Committee (09/26/19) 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Senate Committee on Appropriations today approved a 
$35.8 billion measure to fund the U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S. Forest Service, 
Environmental Protection Agency, Indian Health Service, and other agencies for 
FY2020. The Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies subcommittee bill includes an 
additional $2.25 billion for wildfire suppression activities made available by the wildfire 
cap adjustment is also included. The bill was advanced by a vote of 31-0. 
… Continue Reading 

Note: Bill details will be provided in the next AIS News.  

FY2020 Energy & Water Development Appropriations Bill Advanced by Full Committee 
(09/12/19)  

https://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/nutria-california-threat-pest-eradication-14461461.php
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3399?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+3399%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/463178-senate-passes-stop-gap-spending-bill-sending-it-to-trump
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/fy2020-commerce-justice-science-appropriations-bill-approved-for-senate-consideration
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/fy2020-commerce-justice-science-appropriations-bill-approved-for-senate-consideration
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/fy2020-interior-environment-appropriations-bill-approved-by-full-committee
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/fy2020-interior-environment-appropriations-bill-approved-by-full-committee
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/fy2020-interior-environment-appropriations-bill-approved-by-full-committee
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/fy2020-energy-and-water-development-appropriations-bill-advanced-by-full-committee
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/fy2020-energy-and-water-development-appropriations-bill-advanced-by-full-committee
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WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Senate Appropriations Committee today approved the Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2020 Energy and Water Development and Related Agencies Appropriations 
Act.  The legislation funds U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) programs, including national 
nuclear security and energy research and development, as well as important infrastructure 
projects administered by the Army Corps of Engineers and Bureau of 
Reclamation...Continue Reading 

The bill, S. 2470, can be found HERE and report language HERE. AIS [including 
WRDA] related provisions in the report are as follows [Note: Highlighted language 
below is new for 2020]:  

 
Page 9: Asian Carp: The Committee acknowledges that the Corps completed the Report 
of the Chief of Engineers for the Great Lakes—Mississippi River Interbasin Study—
Brandon Road Recommended Plan in fiscal year 2019. As the Corps prioritizes projects, 
it shall consider critical projects to prevent the spread of invasive species...... The 
Committee is disappointed that the administration chose to cut Corps funding for the 
important inter-agency collaborative work to address Asian carp...... 
 
Page 22: Aquatic Plant Control Program.—Of the funding recommended for the Aquatic 
Plant Control Program: $1,000,000 shall be for activities for monitoring, surveys, and 
control of flowering rush; $5,000,000 shall be for nationwide research and development 
to address invasive aquatic plants, within which the Corps is encouraged to support cost-
shared aquatic plant management programs; $5,000,000 shall be for watercraft inspection 
stations and rapid response, as authorized by section 1039 of WRRDA, as amended; and 
$1,000,000 shall be for related monitoring. 
  
Page 47: Invasive Mussels.—The Committee recognizes that dreissenid mussels, highly 
invasive species, threaten water delivery systems and hydroelectric facilities operated by 
the Corps. Additional funds are recommended in this account to prevent the introduction 
and removal of invasive species like dreissenid mussels at Corps-owned reservoirs. 
  
Page 51: The Committee recommends not less than $4,000,000 of the additional funds 
recommended in the Scheduling of Reservoir Operations line be for a water control 
manual update for a non-Corps owned high hazard dam where: (1) the Corps has a 
responsibility for flood control operations under section 7 of the Flood Control Act of 
1944; (2) the dam requires coordination of water releases with one or more other high-
hazard dams for flood control purposes; and (3) the dam owner is actively investigating 
the feasibility of applying forecast informed reservoir operations technology. Of the 
additional funds recommended in this account for other authorized project purposes, not 
less than $2,200,000 shall be used to continue greenway trail improvements at Federal 
projects in partnership with a non-Federal agency. Of the additional funds recommended 
in this account for other authorized project purposes, not less than $2,000,000 shall be for 
efforts to combat invasive mussels at Corps owned reservoirs. 
  
 
 

https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/fy2020-energy-and-water-development-appropriations-bill-advanced-by-full-committee
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/2470?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22S+2470%22%5D%7D&s=3&r=1
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/fy2020-energy-and-water-development-report-116-102&download=1
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TRAININGS, WEBINARS, CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS 
 

 

Events: Archived Materials 
 
 

Events: Webinars, Trainings, Conferences and Meetings 
 

 
Watercraft Inspection Training 

The Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission has added  
additional trainings to the WIT schedule: 

 
WIT II 

November 19-20, 2019 
January 14-15, 2020 
February 11-12, 2020 
March 10-11, 2020 

 
WIT III 

January 28-30, 2020 
 

HOSTING OPPORTUNITIES 
If you would like to host a WIT training in 2020 there are some dates still available.  

Contact quaggadee@cox.net if interested in a WIT II/WIT III/ 
Advanced Decontamination Training 

April 7-8, 2020 
April 21-22, 2020 

May 5-6, 2020 
 

For more information, go to website links or contact Quagga D @ (702)236-3814 or 
quaggadee@cox.net 

 
 

September  
 
 
SAVE THE DATE: The 6th International Columbia River Transboundary Conference WHEN: 
September 26, 2019 – September 28, 2019 WHERE: Kimberley, BC  
Join Columbia Basin Trust and the Northwest Power and Conservation Council from September 
26 to 28, 2019 in Kimberley, B.C. to connect and collaborate on the future of the Columbia 
River. The conference will cover topics including: 

• Renegotiation of the Columbia River Treaty 
• Reintroduction of salmon to the Columbia River above Grand Coulee Dam in 

Washington and British Columbia 

https://www.westernais.org/level-2-inspection-and-decon
https://www.westernais.org/level-3-trainer-training
https://www.westernais.org/hosting-a-training
https://ourtrust.org/event/the-6th-international-columbia-river-basin-transboundary-conference/?instance_id=428
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• Impacts of and response to invasive species including northern pike and invasive 
freshwater mussels 

• Energy issues including: hydropower, energy efficiency, transmission and renewable 
resources in the United States and British Columbia 

• Climate change-related impacts on Columbia River water resources and resulting impacts 
on communities, ecosystems, the economy and hydropower generation. 

 
2019 26th Annual Wildlife Society Conference Date: Sep 29, 2019 to Oct 03, 2019 Location: 
Reno, Nevada 
 
The 2019 North American Invasive Species Management Association - New York Invasive 
Species Research Institute Joint Conference will be held September 30 - October 3, 2019 at the 
Saratoga Hilton, Saratoga Springs, NY. This year's conference theme is Connecting Science to 
Action. The organizing committee is especially interested in presentations that provide examples 
of: (1) how science is being used by invasive species managers and related professionals to 
inform and improve management decisions, (2) how managers can inform, and are currently 
informing research on invasive species and (3) information on new policies, methods and 
technologies being used to prevent, detect, or manage invasive species. All general session 
abstracts must be submitted by the abstract deadline of April 3, 2019.  
 

October 
 

The Western Regional Panel on ANS invites you to join them at their Annual Meeting October 
9-11, 2019 in Missoula, Montana. The meeting will be hosted by Montana Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks. NEW: Train the Trainer Workshop – On Tuesday, October 8th, the day before the Annual 
Meeting begins, WRP will be offering an educational workshop. The Train the Trainer 
Workshop is first come first serve with a maximum of 25 attendees. This free workshop will 
focus on engaging youth in AIS issues. Matt Wilhelm, the Education Director at the Invasive 
Species Action Network, will be the instructor. The workshop combines presentations on how to 
work with schools and students with hands-on training/activities to deliver quality AIS education 
programs. If you are interested in attending this workshop, follow the link here to sign up. 

 
The fall Oregon Invasive Species Council meeting will be at the Port of Morrow in Boardman 
October 15-17, 2019 and will include an information forum, field site visits, and business 
meeting. Agenda and details will be posted on the Meetings page of the OISC website as they 
become available. While it is not required for this public meeting, we do encourage you to 
submit an RSVP no later than October 7th so we can plan accordingly. 

 
Montana Invasive Species Council meets October 17. The Montana Invasive Species Council 
(MISC) will hold its next meeting October 17, 2019, 

 
NAISMA Webinar: October 16th at 1:00 pm CST: Invasive Species in North America. Presented 
by: David Coyle, Assistant Professor, Forest Health and Invasive Species Extension, Clemson 
University. This webinar will give an update on some of the most impactful invasive species in 
North America, including insects, fungi, and plants. We will discuss current pest distribution – 
including how the pest has moved post-arrival in North America - and proven and potential 

http://wildlife.org/network/conferences-network/
https://www.naisma.org/annual-conference?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.naisma.org/annual-conference?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fws.gov/answest/meetings.html
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/train-the-trainer-workshop-tickets-64444991705
https://www.oregoninvasivespeciescouncil.org/
https://www.oregoninvasivespeciescouncil.org/meetings
https://www.oregoninvasivespeciescouncil.org/meetings
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/montana-invasive-species-program/misc
https://www.naisma.org/resources/webinars-videos?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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management strategies.  We will also use the southeastern U.S. as a case study for why this 
continent has so many invasive species. 

 
ICAIS 2019 Preliminary Program Now Available The 21st International Conference on Aquatic 
Invasive Species (ICAIS) will be held at Le Centre Sheraton Montreal, Montreal, Canada. 
October 27-31, 2019.    
 
Annual Biocontrol Industry Meeting - ABIM 2019, 21 ─ 23 October 2019, Congress Center 
Basel, Switzerland 

 
November 

 
National Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force Fall Meeting November 6 -7, 2019; Beltsville, 
MD 

 
Great Lakes Panel on Aquatic Nuisance Species Fall Meeting November 13 - November 14 at 
Ann Arbor, MI 

 
3rd Environmental DNA Technical Exchange Workshop (3eDTEW) (November 18-21) Florida 
Fish and Wildlife Research Institute St. Petersburg, Florida. Priority registration will be given to 
government eDNA researchers until July 1st, after which the workshop and course registration 
will be open to non-government participants. 

 
NAISMA Webinar: November 20th at 1:00 pm CST: How the National Park Service Integrates 
Partnerships, Prevention, and Management of Invasive Species. Presented by: Terri Hogan, 
Invasive Plant Program Manager, National Park Service. Within the realm of invasive species 
management, partnerships and collaboration are increasingly essential for success. Collaboration 
occurs at all levels within the National Park Service (NPS); it takes many forms, involves a range 
of partners including other agencies, states, tribes, and cooperative weed management areas and 
must reach beyond our boundaries to address the issues that invasive species pose to our public 
lands. This webinar will showcase examples of successful invasive plant management that are 
achieved through partnership efforts including, prevention and restoration within the NPS. 
 

 
December 

 
Innovations in Invasive Species Management Conference and Training. December 10-12th, 
2019. Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. The conference hosts people from throughout the US and World 
looking for new techniques and inspiration from successes to manage a wide range of invasive 
species. The 2019 innovations Conference is being hosted by the Pacific Northwest Invasive 
Plant Council https://www.pnw-ipc.org/ The Northern Rockies Invasive Plant Council 
http://www.nripc.org/ and Invasive Plant Control, Inc. http://www.invasiveplantcontrol.com/ 
 
Washington Invasive Species Council: December 19, 2019, Olympia, Natural Resources 
Building Room 172. 
 

https://www.icais.org/
https://www.icais.org/
https://www.abim.ch/home.html
https://www.anstaskforce.gov/meetings.php?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.glc.org/glcevents
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/3rd-environmental-dna-technical-exchange-workshop-3edtew-tickets-53607942800
https://www.naisma.org/resources/webinars-videos?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.naisma.org/resources/webinars-videos?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://invasiveplantcontrol.com/conference19/
https://www.pnw-ipc.org/
http://www.nripc.org/
http://www.invasiveplantcontrol.com/
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/meetings.shtml
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1111+Washington+St+SE,+Olympia,+WA+98501/@47.0373879,-122.9002355,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x549174e32b6a63c1:0x2627c117f6157aa8%218m2%213d47.0373879%214d-122.8980415
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1111+Washington+St+SE,+Olympia,+WA+98501/@47.0373879,-122.9002355,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x549174e32b6a63c1:0x2627c117f6157aa8%218m2%213d47.0373879%214d-122.8980415
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2020 
 

July 
 

2020 60th Aquatic Plant Management Society (APMS) Meeting 
Date: Jul 19, 2020 to Jul 22, 2020. Venue: Hyatt Regency San Antonio Riverwalk. Location: San 
Antonio, Texas 
 

August 
 
2020 105th Ecological Society of America Annual Meeting 
Date: Aug 02, 2020 to Aug 07, 2020. Venue: Salt Palace Convention Center. Location: Salt Lake 
City, Utah 
 

October 
 

2020 15th Annual Biocontrol Industry Meeting: Date: Oct 19, 2020 to Oct 21, 
2020.Venue: Congress Center Basel. Location: Basel, Switzerland 

 
________________ 

 
TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org. 
AIS NEWS was compiled by Stephen Phillips and Robyn Draheim. Past issues of AIS NEWS can 
be found @ http://www.westernais.org/   under the “News” tab. 

http://www.apms.org/annual-meeting/2020-annual-meeting/
https://www.esa.org/events/meetings/future-esa-meetings/
https://www.abim.ch/home.html
mailto:sphillips@psmfc.org
http://www.westernais.org/
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