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SPECIAL RECOGNITION 

 
Glen Canyon’s Colleen Allen Receives National Award 

 

 NPS 
 

Glen Canyon National Recreation Area is proud to announce that Colleen Allen, leader of its 
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) program, has received the coveted Director’s Award for Natural 

Resources.   
 [Full Statement] 

 
 

https://www.nps.gov/glca/learn/news/20201121.htm
https://www.nps.gov/glca/learn/news/20201121.htm
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RECOMMENDED  

 
The Elephant in the Lab (and Field): Contamination in Aquatic Environmental DNA Studies   
  
The rapid evolution of environmental (e)DNA methods has resulted in knowledge gaps in 
smaller, yet critical details like proper use of negative controls to detect contamination. Detecting 
contamination is vital for confident use of eDNA results in decision-making. We conducted two 
literature reviews to summarize (a) the types of quality assurance measures taken to detect 
contamination of eDNA samples from aquatic environments, (b) the occurrence, frequency and 
attribution (i.e., putative sources) of unexpected amplification in these quality assurance samples, 
and (c) how results were interpreted when contamination occurred. In the first literature review, 
we reviewed 156 papers and found that 91% of targeted and 73% of metabarcoding eDNA 
studies reported inclusion of negative controls within their workflows. However, a large 
percentage of targeted (49%) and metabarcoding (80%) studies only reported negative controls 
for laboratory procedures, so results were potentially blind to field contamination. Many of the 
156 studies did not provide critical methodological information and amplification results of 
negative controls. In our second literature review, we reviewed 695 papers and found that 30 
targeted and 32 metabarcoding eDNA studies reported amplification of negative controls. This 
amplification occurred at similar proportions for field and lab workflow steps in targeted and 
metabarcoding studies. These studies most frequently used amplified negative controls to delimit 
a detection threshold above which is considered significant or provided rationale for why the 
unexpected amplifications did not affect results. In summary, we found that there has been 
minimal convergence over time on negative control implementation, methods, and interpretation, 
which suggests that increased rigor in these smaller, yet critical details remains an outstanding 
need. We conclude our review by highlighting several studies that have developed especially 
effective quality assurance, control and mitigation methods. 

[Full article] 
 

 … 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Invitation for Public Comment on Washington 2020 Statewide Invasive Species 
Strategy 

Washington Recreation and Conservation Office 
 

The Washington Invasive Species Council was created by the Washington State Legislature in 
2006 and tasked with providing policy level direction, planning, and coordination for combating 
harmful invasive species throughout the state and preventing the introduction of others that may 

be harmful. 
 

A cornerstone product of the council is a strategic plan designed to build upon local, state, and 
regional efforts, while serving as a forum for invasive species education and communication. The 

Washington Invasive Species Council Strategic Plan provides priorities, and direction and 

https://www.frontiersin.org/article/10.3389/fevo.2020.609973
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fevo.2020.609973/full
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2020/11/25/invitation-for-public-comment-on-2020-statewide-invasive-species-strategy/?utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New%29#content
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2020/11/25/invitation-for-public-comment-on-2020-statewide-invasive-species-strategy/?utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New%29#content
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formalizes the council’s commitment to invasive species control and prevention.  The council is 
seeking input from partners and the public on a strategy for 2020-2025, which builds upon 
the 2008 strategy and 2015 strategy and clarifies council recommendations and proposed 

actions.   The Washington Invasive Species Council will review and approve the updated strategy 
at the December 10 meeting so implementation of the important and time-critical work may 

begin.   
 

All are invited to review the draft 2020 strategy, and comment by e-
mailing InvasiveSpecies@rco.wa.gov before December 10, 2020. 

 
 

--- 
 

 
EPA Administrator Wheeler Announces Proposed Action to Cancel [Antifoulant 

Paint] Irgarol Uses (10/23/20) 
At an event today in Ruskin, Fla., U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator 

Andrew Wheeler announced that the agency is proposing to cancel certain uses of irgarol in 
order to better protect coral and other aquatic life. Irgarol is most often used in antifoulant paint 

that is applied to protect boat hulls. 
 

“EPA is proposing to cancel the use of the biocide irgarol to better protect coral and other 
aquatic life,” said EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler. “Protecting the health of the plants and 
animals within our oceans, lake and rivers is a priority for EPA. There are less environmentally 

persistent alternatives to using irgarol for the boating industry, and our proposed action will 
better protect coral from the harmful effects of the compound.” 

 
After completing an ecological risk assessment, EPA determined that irgarol, which is used in 
antifoulant paint and as a materials preservative in algicidal paints, is toxic to both freshwater 
and marine plants, including causing the bleaching of coral. To address these issues, EPA is 
proposing to cancel all uses of irgarol as an antifoulant paint through the Federal Insecticide, 
Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) registration review process. The agency will accept 

public comments on this proposed interim decision (PID) until December 22, 2020, in 
docket EPA-HQ-OPP-2010-0003 at https://beta.regulations.gov/search?filter=EPA-HQ-OPP-

2010-0003%20 
 

--- 
 

Government of Canada Launches Public Engagement on First-Ever Aquaculture 
Act 

From: Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
August 17, 2020  

 
Ottawa, ON - Sustainable aquaculture is a cornerstone of Canada’s fish and seafood sector, 
playing an important role in the country’s food security and helping drive economic growth, 

particularly in rural, coastal, and Indigenous communities. 

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Draft2020InvasiveSpeciesStrategy.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-administrator-wheeler-announces-proposed-action-cancel-irgarol-uses
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-administrator-wheeler-announces-proposed-action-cancel-irgarol-uses
https://beta.regulations.gov/document/EPA-HQ-OPP-2010-0003-0010
https://beta.regulations.gov/search?filter=EPA-HQ-OPP-2010-0003%20
https://beta.regulations.gov/search?filter=EPA-HQ-OPP-2010-0003%20
https://www.canada.ca/en/fisheries-oceans/news/2020/08/government-of-canada-launches-public-engagement-on-first-ever-aquaculture-act.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/fisheries-oceans/news/2020/08/government-of-canada-launches-public-engagement-on-first-ever-aquaculture-act.html


Return to top 
 

4 

 
Today, the Minister of Fisheries, Oceans, and the Canadian Coast Guard, the Honourable 

Bernadette Jordan, launched the next phase of the Government’s public engagement on the first-
ever Aquaculture Act. The proposed Act will provide more clarity and certainty as this industry 

continues to develop across Canada, while respecting federal, provincial, and territorial 
jurisdictions. 

 
A discussion paper providing background on aquaculture in Canada, rationale for the proposed 
legislation and an overview of the elements proposed for the new Act, is now available online 

with key questions to guide feedback to the Government on this important initiative. The public 
is invited to visit https://dfo-mpo.gc.ca/aquaculture/act-loi/consultations-eng.html  and will have 

until January 15, 2021 to participate in this round of consultation. 
 

--- 
    

NOAA:  
Announcement of Request of Information for Aquaculture Opportunity Areas 

 
NOAA is seeking public input on creation of Aquaculture Opportunity Areas in federal waters of 

the Gulf of Mexico and waters off of southern California via a 60-day public comment period 
which will be open through 12-22-2020. The public and our stakeholders are encouraged to 
provide comments for AOA creation in these areas as well as the location of future AOAs. 

Establishing these Aquaculture Opportunity Areas are part of NOAA’s responsibility under the 
May 2020 Executive Order on Promoting American Seafood Competitiveness and Economic 

Growth. 
 

The public input provided in response to this Request for Information will inform NOAA as it 
works with federal agencies, appropriate Regional Fishery Management Councils, and in 

coordination with appropriate state and tribal governments to identify geographic areas that will 
be considered in more depth through the Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement. To 

identify each AOA, NOAA will use a combination of powerful data-driven siting analysis using 
hundreds of types of data on ocean uses and this public input. The synthesis of these two 

essential elements will highlight space that is environmentally, socially, and economically 
appropriate for commercial aquaculture. 

 
The AOA announcement, supporting materials, and links to the RFI are available on the NOAA 

Fisheries site at www.fisheries.noaa.gov/aquaculture-opportunity-areas 
 
 

--- 
 

Notice of Intention to Amend Sections 2291, 2292, 2293, 2294, 2295, 2296, and 
2297 of Article 4.7 of Title 2, Division 3, Chapter 1 of the California Code of 

Regulations 

https://dfo-mpo.gc.ca/aquaculture/act-loi/consultations-eng.html
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/aquaculture-opportunity-areas
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/aquaculture-opportunity-areas
http://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/aquaculture-opportunity-areas
https://www.slc.ca.gov/content-types/notice-of-intention-to-amend-4-7/
https://www.slc.ca.gov/content-types/notice-of-intention-to-amend-4-7/
https://www.slc.ca.gov/content-types/notice-of-intention-to-amend-4-7/
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Nov 19, 2020 | Content Types, Laws & Regulations, Marine Invasive Species 
Program, MISP News, News, Proposed 

 
The staff of the Commission proposes to amend sections 2291, 2292, 2293, 2294, 2295, 2296, 
and 2297 of Article 4.7 of Title 2, Division 3, Chapter 1 of the California Code of Regulations. 

The public comment period for the rulemaking ends on Tuesday, January 19, 2021. If you would 
like to receive a hard copy of these documents, please contact Commission staff at 916.574.1864 

or e-mail at lina.ceballos@slc.ca.gov 
 

60-day Public Comment Period begins November 19, 2020 
 
 
 

NEW SPECIES SIGHTINGS 
 

Want to get more new species alerts? 
USGS NAS: https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx 

IMAP INVASIVES: https://www.imapinvasives.org 
 

DREISSENIDS 
 

OTHER AIS 
 

WATCH LIST 
 
Help the DFO by spotting the invasive European green crab in B.C. waters (7/25/20) 
… sightings can be reported to the DFO at AISPACIFIC@dfo-mpo.gc.ca in the Pacific region. 
Those reporting are encouraged to submit a photograph, a GPS location and date of sighting, and 
a note of any distinguishing features… 
 
PNW Invasive Plant Council: Greetings Citizen Scientist! 
 Please don't forget to upload your invasive species survey data for the season!  We hope that 
some of you have been able to get in a few fall hikes and survey for invasive plants while 
out.  The link to log into your EDDMapS page where you can log in,  click on "Plants, " and 
scroll to the bottom of the page to find the PNW IPC icon link is 
here https://www.eddmaps.org/west/report/survey.cfm.   
 
Asian Giant Hornets:  
First murder hornet nest found to have 200 queens capable of spawning new nests (11/10/20) 
BC plans for Asian giant hornet different; Washington 'got lucky' (10/29/20) 
 

 

https://www.slc.ca.gov/content-types/notice-of-intention-to-amend-4-7/
https://www.slc.ca.gov/content-types/notice-of-intention-to-amend-4-7/
mailto:lina.ceballos@slc.ca.gov
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx
https://www.imapinvasives.org/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/invasive-green-crab-1.5659843
https://www.eddmaps.org/west/report/survey.cfm
https://www.eddmaps.org/west/report/survey.cfm
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/nov/10/murder-hornet-nest-queens-washington?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.timescolonist.com/news/local/b-c-plans-for-asian-giant-hornet-different-washington-got-lucky-1.24228569
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DREISSENID MUSSELS
 

 
Montana invasive species specialists tackle feral swine, invasive mussels (12/2/20) 
Montana’s new hotline for reporting suspected feral swine brought an uptick in reports this year, 
while boat inspectors both checked a record number of watercraft and documented a record 
number carrying aquatic invasive mussels. State, federal and tribal officials charged with curbing 
the introduction and spread of invasive species met Wednesday as the governor-appointed 
Montana Invasive Species Council. The council meets several times per year to tackle research, 
action plans and educational initiatives. 
 
 
[Texas] Austin Water flexes capability to fight zebra mussel infestation (11/23/20) 
To keep zebra mussels out of the water utility’s raw water infrastructure, Austin Water has 
started taking more aggressive steps to mitigate the effects of the troubling critters [including] 
Install chemical systems to feed liquid copper sulfate pentahydrate into water pipes to keep zebra 
mussels from infesting pipes that take lake water to water treatment plants. 
The new measures will help prevent issues like the city saw in February 2019 when dead zebra 
mussels attached to pipes at Ullrich Water Treatment Plant, causing water to smell and taste bad. 
By dropping small amounts of liquid copper sulfate pentahydrate into the raw water pipelines, 
Austin Water officials have been able to keep zebra mussels from piling up in the pipelines. 
 
Jones TS, Montz GR (2020) Population increase and associated effects of zebra mussels 
Dreissena polymorpha in Lake Mille Lacs, Minnesota, U.S.A.. BioInvasions Records 9(4): 772–
792, https://doi.org/10.3391/bir.2020.9.4.12 
 

 
BOAT INSPECTION/DECON/TECH NEWS 

 
 
[Washington] WDFW aquatic invasive species check stations find and decontaminate a record 
number of mussel-infested boats in 202 (11/30/20) 
The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Aquatic invasive species (AIS) unit in 2020 
detected more boats than ever fouled with non-native organisms. 
With still a month to go in 2020, WDFW has inspected more than 32,000 watercraft at the two 
stations already this year. Almost one-third of the inspected boats came from waters in other 
states that are known to be infested with aquatic species that pose a threat to Washington 
waterways. Staff checks revealed 25 watercraft carrying invasive mussels. 
In addition, WDFW staff decontaminated 632 watercraft of invasive aquatic plants and 168 that 
had standing water in some part of the boat; 112 of which were last on waters known to be 
infested with aquatic invasive species. 
 
[Montana] AIS Summit addresses COVID-19 effects on increased watercraft traffic and 
inspection station protocols (11/25/20) 

https://helenair.com/outdoors/montana-invasive-species-specialists-tackle-feral-swine-invasive-mussels/article_03ba75f4-f382-597c-a126-097b1404d6f4.html
https://www.statesman.com/story/news/local/2020/11/23/austin-water-flexes-capability-to-fight-zebra-mussel-infestation/115036328/
https://doi.org/10.3391/bir.2020.9.4.12
https://wdfw.wa.gov/news/wdfw-aquatic-invasive-species-check-stations-find-and-decontaminate-record-number-mussel
https://wdfw.wa.gov/news/wdfw-aquatic-invasive-species-check-stations-find-and-decontaminate-record-number-mussel
http://www.charkoosta.com/news/ais-summit-addresses-covid-19-effects-on-increased-watercraft-traffic-and-inspection-station-protocols/article_f8b596cc-2f36-11eb-875f-5b3aab7d71a9.html
http://www.charkoosta.com/news/ais-summit-addresses-covid-19-effects-on-increased-watercraft-traffic-and-inspection-station-protocols/article_f8b596cc-2f36-11eb-875f-5b3aab7d71a9.html
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It has been an unusual year on all fronts including Montana’s effort to prevent the infestation of 
zebra and quagga mussels in the Columbia River Basin, of which Montana is at the headwaters, 
as are Idaho and British Columbia. 

 
 

BALLAST WATER/BIOFOULING 
 

 
Amendments to California’s Marine Invasive Species Program will come into force soon 
(12/5/2020) 
California has amended regulation in section 2298.5 in Article 4.8 of Title 2, Division 3 of 
Chapter 1 of the California Code of Regulations. The regulatory changes become effective on 1 
January 2021. It changes the way ships should submit information through the Marine Invasive 
Species Program Annual Vessel Reporting Form… The amended regulations require the annual 
submission of the Marine Invasive Species Program Annual Vessel Reporting Form (AVRF) to 
be made through the web-based platform MISP.IO at least 24 hours prior to a ship’s first arrival 
at a California port during each calendar year. 
 
USCG policy letter issued on alternate component testing (11/25/20) 
The US Coast Guard’s Office of Operating and Environmental Standards has published a policy 
letter to provide guidance on testing and validating alternate components for type-approved 
ballast water management systems 
 
MEPC 75 and ballast water: draft amendments approved (11/24/20) 
The delayed MEPC 75 has taken place and the amendments to ballast water testing were 
approved. 
 
VIDA’s EPA Rulemaking: One Step at a Time (11/23/20) 
The USCG’s implementing regulations are not due until after 2022, and their exact format (e.g., 
permits, certificates) is not presently known. The EPA’s notice does not address the procedures 
that the USCG will follow when it implements and enforces the EPA’s standards. It is 
anticipated that the USCG’s implementing regulations will address these important issues. 
 
 

MARINE  
 

 
Using eDNA to Monitor Alaskan Waters for Invasive European Green Crabs (12/1/20) 
Natural resource managers in British Columbia discovered several adult male and female 
European green crabs on Haida Gwaii this past July. Alarm bells immediately went off for 
biologists in Alaska.  The archipelago of Haida Gwaii, off the coast of Prince Rupert in British 
Columbia, is very close to Alaska. The July discovery is the closest confirmed finding of the 
invasive crustacean since it was first detected in the San Francisco Bay area in 1989. 
 
Thousands of these small green crabs are invading Puget Sound shores (12/2/20) 

https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/amendments-to-californias-marine-invasive-species-program-will-come-into-force-soon/
https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/amendments-to-californias-marine-invasive-species-program-will-come-into-force-soon/
https://www.rivieramm.com/news-content-hub/news-content-hub/uscg-policy-letter-issued-on-alternate-component-testing-62002
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/11/18/policy-letter-testing-alternate-components-for-a-type-approved-ballast-water-management-system/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/11/18/policy-letter-testing-alternate-components-for-a-type-approved-ballast-water-management-system/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://www.rivieramm.com/news-content-hub/mepc-75-and-ballast-water-draft-amendments-approved-61976
https://www.natlawreview.com/article/vida-s-epa-rulemaking-one-step-time
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/using-edna-monitor-alaskan-waters-invasive-european-green-crabs
https://www.kuow.org/stories/nearly-3-000-european-invaders-found-on-puget-sound-shores-they-re-crabs


Return to top 
 

8 

Since April, Lummi Nation natural resources staff have headed into the mud, week after week, to 
capture European green crabs in small metal traps. 
It’s part of an intensive effort to eradicate the invasive crabs before they take a toll on native 
Dungeness crabs and other shellfish that the Lummi people rely on. 
By November, Lummi crews had trapped more than 2,600 of the unwelcome invertebrates on the 
tribe's reservation west of Bellingham, up from just 64 the year before, and more than anywhere 
in Washington state. 
 

 
 

AQUACULTURE 
 

 
First Nations renew call to revoke salmon farm licences; Leadership council implores use of 
precautionary principle in Discovery Islands (12/3/20) 
B.C.’s First Nations Leadership Council is calling on Canada’s fisheries minister to immediately 
revoke the 18 salmon farm licences from the Discovery Islands ahead of her official decision 
expected sometime this month. In a statement today (Dec. 3) the council, comprised of political 
executives from the BC Assembly of First Nations, First Nations Summit, and the Union of BC 
Indian Chiefs, acknowledged other cumulative stressors impacting salmon populations, but 
demanded a fundamental shift in salmon conservation by implementing the precautionary 
principle with salmon farms. 
 
Cooke Aquaculture plans for Washington State trout farm may face another legal challenge 
(11/27/20) 
A plan by New Brunswick-based Cooke Aquaculture to raise steelhead trout in Puget Sound, 
Washington State, may face another legal challenge. 
In January the company had been awarded a five-year permit from the Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) to farm steelhead trout in Puget Sound. 
That decision, however, may be challenged in court by a coalition of environmental groups, 
including Wild Fish Conservancy (WFC), the Centre for Biological Diversity, the Centre for 
Food Safety and Friends of the Earth. In their initial court challenge in a lower court in February, 
the groups argued the WDWF had violated state law by issuing the permit without conducting an 
environmental impact statement (EIS), or a scientific review fully analyzing the potential 
environmental impacts to local species, water quality and the overall health of the Puget Sound 
ecosystem. Earlier this month the Superior Court in Washington rejected the groups’ argument, 
saying the court did not have the scientific knowledge to overturn the fish department’s decision. 
 
‘Salmon’ author pans Patagonia’s anti-fish farm activism (11/25/20) 
Mark Kurlansky, the New York Times bestselling author of “Salmon”, is urging anti-fish farm 
activists to work with salmon farmers and boost the production of affordable and sustainable 
seafood from the oceans. In an interview with SeaWestNews, Kurlansky said replacing sea farms 
with land-based operations, as the activists are demanding in British Columbia, is not a good 
idea because it will exacerbate climate change and substantially increase Greenhouse Gas (GhG) 
emissions. 

https://www.surreynowleader.com/news/first-nations-renew-call-to-revoke-salmon-farm-licences/
https://www.surreynowleader.com/news/first-nations-renew-call-to-revoke-salmon-farm-licences/
https://www.saltwire.com/business/regional-business/cooke-aquaculture-plans-for-washington-state-trout-farm-may-face-another-legal-challenge-525136/
https://www.saltwire.com/business/regional-business/cooke-aquaculture-plans-for-washington-state-trout-farm-may-face-another-legal-challenge-525136/
https://seawestnews.com/salmon-author-pans-patagonias-anti-fish-farm-activism/
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FISH 
 

 
Podcast: Tired of Turkey? Try the Plentiful Asian Carp (11/26/20) 
 
To protect native fish, agencies put a bounty on brown trout in the Colorado River (11/20/20) 
“It is unfortunate that such a coveted sports fish, like brown trout, lives in an area that is 
incompatible with our native fish management plan," said Scott Rogers, an aquatic wildlife 
program manager for the Game and Fish Department. "But we’re not trying to remove every 
brown trout, just enough to mitigate the risk of them moving downstream." 
 
Periklis Kleitou, Fabio Crocetta, Sylvaine Giakoumi, Ioannis Giovos, Jason M. Hall-Spencer, 
Stefanos Kalogirou, Demetris Kletou, Dimitrios K. Moutopoulos, Siân Rees. 2020.  
Fishery reforms for the management of non-indigenous species, Journal of Environmental 
Management. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2020.111690 
 
 

 
AQUATIC PLANTS 

 
 
[British Columbia] City of Vernon says restrictions on lake weed harvesting degrading quality at 
Kin Beach (11/21/20) 
Vernon city council wants more information on Rocky Mountain ridged mussels and how their 
protection is limiting Eurasian milfoil management in the east arm of Okanagan Lake. Council 
will discuss the matter Monday, following provincial restrictions this past year on Okanagan 
Basin Water Board rototilling at Kin Beach and nearby areas to protect the endangered species. 
 
Invasive species removal begins in Taylor Creek Marsh (11/20/20) 
Crews began work this month in the marsh system of Taylor and Tallac creeks in the Southwest 
portion of the Tahoe Basin to remove aquatic invasive plants from an abundant and impacted 
marsh ecosystem, the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (TRPA) said today. 
 
 

FRESHWATER 
 

 
In fight against invasive species, biologist pitches Minnesota 'state lake' program (11/21/20) 
“The window is closing,” said Sorensen, a leader in the state’s fight against invasive Asian carp 
at the University of Minnesota. “There are fewer and fewer places to save, and we still don’t 
have any way of getting invasive species out once they’re in. We have to put a few lakes aside 

https://news.wsiu.org/post/tired-turkey-try-plentiful-asian-carp#stream/0
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona-environment/2020/11/20/arizona-feds-offer-anglers-reward-catching-non-native-brown-trout/6319525002/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2020.111690
https://www.castanet.net/news/Vernon/317004/City-of-Vernon-says-restrictions-on-lake-weed-harvesting-degrading-quality-at-Kin-Beach
https://www.castanet.net/news/Vernon/317004/City-of-Vernon-says-restrictions-on-lake-weed-harvesting-degrading-quality-at-Kin-Beach
https://www.southtahoenow.com/story/11/20/2020/invasive-species-removal-begins-taylor-creek-marsh
https://www.startribune.com/in-fight-against-invasive-species-biologist-pitches-minnesota-state-lake-program/573157341/
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while we can.” It’s still unclear exactly what protections might come with a “state lake” 
designation. Sorensen, who has been proposing the idea to lawmakers, lake associations and 
environmental groups, would ask for three main rule changes: restrict fishing to catch and 
release, protect the shoreline and nearby watershed from future development, and, perhaps most 
drastically, ban nearly all outside boats from launching onto the lake. 
 
Hsu T-H, Komaru A, Gwo J-C (2020) Genetic diversity and clonality of the Asian clam 
Corbicula fluminea are reflected by inner shell color pattern. Aquatic Invasions 15(4): 633–645, 
https://doi.org/10.3391/ai.2020.15.4.06 
 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

 
The battle for Lake Michigan: As beaches erode, millions of dollars have been poured into 
temporary solutions. Can anyone find a long-term fix? (11/20/20) 
What they have found is that the quagga mussels, an aquatic mollusk native to Ukraine that 
arrived in ballast water from transoceanic vessels in the early 1990s, have outcompeted zebra 
mussels — which two decades ago were the more prolific invasive mussel — in the deep, 
offshore regions of the lake bottom. Their impact stretches beyond changing the bottom of the 
food web. Their proliferation has filtered the water and changed the chemistry of the sediment. 
When the researchers lowered a camera into the water, they were surprised at not just how many 
mussels they saw, but also how active they were… For Petersen, the upending of that underwater 
interdependence has had a direct connection to how many fish he is able to catch. Peterson once 
caught 250 pounds of fish in the waters surrounding the Manitou islands, to the west of Leland. 
Now, it’s down to about 30 pounds a week. 
 

 
OTHER 

 
 
Plan released to reduce massive wildfires in US West (11/27/20) 
Giant rangeland wildfires in recent decades have destroyed vast areas of sagebrush steppe 
ecosystems that support some 350 species of wildlife. Experts say the blazes have mainly been 
driven by cheatgrass, an invasive species that relies on fire to spread to new areas while killing 
native plants, including sagebrush on which sage grouse depend. 
 
Science Panel to Aid Montana Invasive Species Council in Management Options for Invasive 
Eastern Heath Snail (11/24/20) 
The Montana Invasive Species Council (MISC) in partnership with the Montana Department of 
Agriculture (MDA), United States Department of Agriculture-Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, and the Montana State University has formed a science advisory panel to 
examine the existing body of knowledge about the eastern heath snail (Xerolenta obvia) in order 
to better understand the risks and impacts associated with the species, and to identify the best 
containment and management strategy. 

https://doi.org/10.3391/ai.2020.15.4.06
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/environment/great-lakes/ct-lake-michigan-climate-change-20201120-p3jsqgcldvdq7ozpapdi7oxixa-htmlstory.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/environment/great-lakes/ct-lake-michigan-climate-change-20201120-p3jsqgcldvdq7ozpapdi7oxixa-htmlstory.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/plan-released-to-reduce-massive-wildfires-in-us-west/2020/11/27/ae235504-3102-11eb-9dd6-2d0179981719_story.html
https://agr.mt.gov/News/science-panel-to-aid-montana-invasive-species-council-in-management-options-for-invasive-eastern-heath-snail
https://agr.mt.gov/News/science-panel-to-aid-montana-invasive-species-council-in-management-options-for-invasive-eastern-heath-snail
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New Population of Little Fire Ants Detected in Haʻikū, Maui (11/20/20) 
A recently-detected population of little fire ants was confirmed off Kaupakalua Road in Haʻikū, 
Maui.  The Maui Invasive Species Committee estimates the ants have spread across four acres. 
Residents are credited with reporting the pests and say it has led to the detection, confirmation 
and will result in eradication. 

 
 

JOBS/GRANTS 
 

 
Summer Research Technician - Indiana University 
Bemidji, Minnesota, United States 
Apply Now 
Indiana University’s Environmental Resilience Institute; Pay: $12/hour ($440/week up to ~20 
weeks);Hours 40 hours/week, May through September; Location: Based in Bloomington, Indiana 
with frequent multi-day travel between Indiana, Wisconsin, and Minnesota- lodging and meals 
(per-diem) are covered while traveling. The summer research technician will assist in the 
fieldwork component of a project studying starry stonewort (Nitellopsis obtusa) invasions across 
a gradient of climates throughout the Midwest. Starry stonewort is a relatively new invasive 
aquatic alga that has been found in lakes around the Great Lakes. We will be conducting 
ecological surveys to help understand the effect starry stonewort is having on native 
communities in lakes. 
 
John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship Program 
The Knauss Fellowship provides a unique educational experience to graduate students who have 
an interest in ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources and in the national policy decisions 
affecting those resources. 
The program, which is sponsored by the NOAA's National Sea Grant College Program, matches 
highly qualified graduate students with hosts in the legislative and executive branches of 
government located in the Washington, D.C. area for a one-year paid fellowship. 
Past fellows have developed successful careers in a variety of sectors, including government, 
academia, consulting, private companies, and nonprofit. 
To apply please visit the California Sea Grant website (or your local Sea Grant program if not in 
California). Deadline: The deadline for application to California Sea Grant is 5 pm Pacific 
Standard Time, February 19, 2021 
 
Supervisory Ecologist (Ecological Sciences Branch Chief) DOI - Geological Survey 
Upper Midwest Environmental Science Center Closes 12/21/2020 
As a Supervisory Ecologist (Ecological Sciences Branch Chief) within the Upper Midwest 
Environmental Science Center, some of your specific duties will include: 
Directly communicates and coordinates directly with USGS Program Coordinators and Program 
Managers the funding requests to implement and conduct high priority research by scientists 
within the Ecological Sciences Branch (ESB) 

https://mauinow.com/2020/11/20/new-population-of-little-fire-ants-detected-in-ha%CA%BBiku-maui/
https://careers.wildlife.org/job/summer-research-technician/55268119/?utm_campaign=jobseeker-job-alerts&utm_medium=email&utm_source=daily-alert&utm_term=new-job
https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/fellowships/john-a-knauss-marine-policy-fellowship
https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/fellowships/john-a-knauss-marine-policy-fellowship
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/584899500?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/584899500?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Return to top 
 

12 

to meet the research needs of a range of DOI and other agency partners. 
Implements effective budget oversight, including distribution of appropriated funds to ESB 
scientists, to ensure budget execution of a diverse appropriated and reimbursable-funded 
program; identifies, prioritizes and programs investments into future scientific capacity within 
ESB, and approves requests for travel, overtime, within-grade increases, and expenditures above 
micro threshold limits. 
Identifies and defines problem areas and formulates/leads interdisciplinary teams of ESB and 
other UMESC scientists and external partners in developing annual to multi-year science 
frameworks and research initiatives on large, complex interdisciplinary scales to address diverse 
questions related to the form, function and processes of terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems, and 
ecosystem restoration. 
Prepares issue papers and research proposals for new project starts and submits them for 
UMESC and, when appropriate, regional, mission area, and national approval and funding. 
Maintains close liaison and working relations with the scientific community and with 
administrators and professional personnel in DOI, USGS, and other Federal and State natural 
resources agencies. 
 
WDFW will accept applications for ALEA volunteer grants 
Beginning Dec. 1, the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) will begin 
accepting grant applications for volunteer projects that benefit the state’s fish and wildlife 
resources and the public’s enjoyment of them. 
WDFW estimates having approximately $867,000 available for grants funded through the state’s 
Aquatic Land Enhancement Account (ALEA) for projects occurring between July 1, 2021 
through June 30, 2023. Applicants should be aware that the ALEA program may see its funding 
reduced or eliminated as part of budget reductions due to decreased state revenues resulting from 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The final amount available will be subject to legislative appropriation 
and won’t be finalized until the 2021 legislative session. 
The program funds five major types of projects, although other project types may be considered. 
Project types include habitat restoration, scientific research/citizen science, public education and 
outreach, facility development and artificial fish production. 
 
California Sea Grant: 2021 Delta Science Awards  
Notice of Funding Opportunity: Deadline February 12, 2021 
The Delta Stewardship Council, through its Delta Science Program, and the United States 
Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) are now accepting Letters of Intent for high-quality social and 
biophysical science studies in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta that advance the 2017-2021 
Science Action Agenda. This solicitation is expected to result in up to $9 million in awards for 
research projects with direct management relevance. Two proposal categories will be considered: 
(1) Research Awards and (2) Integrated Socio-Ecological Systems Awards. The Delta 
Stewardship Council is partnering with California Sea Grant for the proposal submission, review 
process, and stakeholder engagement of funded work. 
 
The Lake Superior Research Institute - Great Waters Research Collaborative and the U.S. 
Department of Transportation Maritime Administration are seeking proposals for work under 
Research Area 1 – Project 3 of the Great Lakes Ballast Water Research and Development Plan 
(PDF, 56 pp). 

https://wdfw.wa.gov/news/wdfw-will-accept-applications-alea-volunteer-grants-4
https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/grants-and-funding/2021-delta-science-awards
https://www.glri.us/node/352
https://www.glri.us/node/352
https://www.uwsuper.edu/lsri/gwrc/gllcisp/upload/MARAD_Great-Lakes-Ballast-Water-RD-Plan_v4_FINAL_NoAppendix.pdf
https://www.uwsuper.edu/lsri/gwrc/gllcisp/upload/MARAD_Great-Lakes-Ballast-Water-RD-Plan_v4_FINAL_NoAppendix.pdf
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The goal of the Shipboard Ballast Water Management System (BWMS) Evaluation Project is to 
increase the publicly-available data on BWMS performance under real-world operational 
conditions and in a variety of Great Lakes commercial ports. 
A total of $1,825,000 is being offered. Funding will support shipboard platforms and BWMS 
manufacturers interested in partnering to determine the biological and operational effectiveness 
of market-ready and type-approved BWMS onboard vessels operating within the Great Lakes 
System.  Funding is provided by the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. 
Proposals are due Feb. 11, 2021 by 5:00 pm Central. 
Email proposals to gwrc@uwsuper.edu  
Please see the full RFP (PDF, 8 pp) for more information on how to submit a proposal, funding, 
applicant selection, and the proposed work timeline for selected applicants. 
 

 
FEDERAL/STATE/PROVINCIAL  

LEGISLATION, RULES, ACTIONS 
 

 

State/Province 
 

Judicial 
 

Executive 
 
Conservation groups say EPA proposal fails to protect the Great Lakes (12/6/20) 
If they choose to do so, the governors of the Great Lakes have less than three weeks to object to 
an Environmental Protection Agency proposal. That proposal would exempt cargo ships that 
only travel in the Great Lakes from having to treat ballast water to stop the spread of aquatic 
invasive species. For years, the Great Lakes shippers say they were not responsible for invasive 
species; it was the ocean-going cargo ships that were the problem. But a study by the Great 
Waters Research Collaborative at the University of Wisconsin-Superior found the Great Lakes-
only shippers were spreading aquatic invasive species from one lake to others. 
 
Climate Change Proponents Meet NEPA Opponents: The Case for Reforming America’s 
Bedrock Environmental Law (11/23/20) 
The National Environmental Policy Act (“NEPA”) was enacted in 1970, fifty years ago, during 
the Nixon Administration. It is often described as the bedrock environmental law. Unlike the 
Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act and other substantive environmental laws, NEPA is a 
procedural statute. It is meant to ensure that environmental impacts are taken into account by 
federal agencies in reviewing applications to permit public and private projects with a federal 
nexus. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/amendments-to-californias-marine-invasive-species-program-will-come-into-force-soon/
https://www.martenlaw.com/news-and-insights/climate-change-proponents-meet-nepa-opponents-the-case-for-reforming-americas-bedrock-environmental-law
https://www.martenlaw.com/news-and-insights/climate-change-proponents-meet-nepa-opponents-the-case-for-reforming-americas-bedrock-environmental-law
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Trump Midnight Regulations Complicate Rollout of Biden Environmental Agenda (12/3/20) 
As the Biden Administration prepares to roll out an ambitious environmental agenda, the Trump 
Administration is busily securing its own legacy. What gets done, and/or undone, will depend on 
how the competing sides play their hands in the next few weeks. 

 
Transition 

 
 
 

Congressional 
 
Murphy, Murkowski Applaud Final Passage Of Save Our Seas 2.0 (12/2/20) 
U.S. Senators Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) and Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska) applauded passage of 
Save Our Seas 2.0, legislation to combat marine debris. Murphy and Murkowski are both 
cosponsors of the bill, which was introduced and led by U.S. Senators Dan Sullivan (R-Alaska), 
Sheldon Whitehouse (D-Rhode Island) and Bob Menendez (D-New Jersey). The legislation 
includes a Murphy-Murkowski drafted provision that allows for the establishment of a new 
Genius Prize to fund the development of materials to replace single use plastic and innovations 
that remove and prevent plastic waste. 
 
 
WRDA Reauthorization in Final Stretch (12/7/20) 
 
Negotiators have sealed the deal on a new Water Resources Development Act and are teeing it 
up to move on a suspension vote in the House this week and advance through the Senate as part 
of a year-end package — but the measure is far less sweeping than both chambers had originally 
hoped. While lawmakers will be able to say they've stuck to their two-year cycle for water 
infrastructure bills, it leaves many advocates wondering whether they will be able to bring even 
bipartisan water and health issues across the finish line on an infrastructure package next year if 
Congress takes up a broader stimulus bill. 
 
What made it in: The measure, S. 1811, is a traditional WRDA bill in that it focuses on just 
Army Corps of Engineers projects rather than wrapping in drinking water and clean water 
measures as the bills have done since 2014. It would authorize 46 new water resource projects, 
ranging from port and harbor projects in Alaska to ecosystem restoration on California's the 
Yuba River, as well as modifications to eight existing projects. 
 

The House 2020 WRDA website has  Section By-Section Summary with the following 
AIS and invasive  related mentions. We added the italicized text under each section that  
is taken directly from S. 1811. 

 
TITLE V—OTHER MATTERS  
Sec. 501. Update on Invasive Species Policy Guidance.  This section requires the Corps 
to periodically update its Invasive Species Policy Guidance. 
 

https://www.martenlaw.com/news-and-insights/trump-midnight-regulations-complicate-rollout-of-biden-environmental-agenda
https://www.murkowski.senate.gov/press/release/murphy-murkowski-applaud-final-passage-of-save-our-seas-20
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/morning-energy/2020/12/07/welcome-to-a-busy-week-in-washington-792074
http://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20201207/BILLS-116s1811-SUS.pdf
https://transportation.house.gov/committee-activity/issue/water-resources-development-act-of-2020
https://transportation.house.gov/imo/media/doc/2020-12-04%20-%20Conference%20Report%20WRDA%20Section%20by%20Section_Subcommittee%20FINAL.pdf
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(b) INCLUSION.—The Secretary may include in the updated guidance invasive 
species specific efforts at federally authorized water resources development 
projects located in— 

(1) high-altitude lakes; and 
 (2) the Tennessee and Cumberland River basins. 

 
 
Sec. 502. Aquatic Invasive Species Research.  This section amends an existing authority 
for the Corps, through its Engineering Research and Development Center, to: (1) include 
aquatic invasive species prevention activities; (2) include research on elodea and quagga 
mussels; and (3) expand the scope of activities to include the Arctic, Gulf Coast, Great 
Lakes, and reservoirs operated by the Corps. 
 
Sec. 503. Terrestrial Noxious Weed Control Pilot Program. This section requires the 
Corps to carry out a pilot program to address terrestrial noxious weed control on Federal 
land under the jurisdiction of the Corps, and to submit a report to Congress describing the 
new and improved strategies developed through the pilot program.  
 
Sec. 504. Invasive Species Risk Assessment, Prioritization, and Management. This 
section authorizes the South Florida Ecosystem Restoration Task Force to develop a 
priority list of invasive species that impact the structure and function of the South Florida 
ecosystem and that have a strong potential to reduce key indicators used to measure 
Everglades restoration progress.  
 
Sec. 505. Invasive Species Mitigation and Reduction. This section increases authorization 
levels for invasive species mitigation and reduction activities; adds two additional 
locations to an existing watercraft inspection station authority to control the spread of 
aquatic invasive species; and establishes a new U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
led pilot program to remove invasive plant species in certain watersheds. 
 

 
Section 104 of the River and Harbor Act of 1958 (33 U.S.C. 610) is amended—  
(1) in subsection (b)—   

(A) in paragraph (1)—  
(i) in the matter preceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘this 
section $110,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘this section (except for 
subsections (f) and (g)) $130,000,000’’; 
 

‘‘(D) $30,000,000 shall be made available to carry out subsection 
(d)(1)(A)(iv); and 
‘‘(E) $10,000,000 shall be made available to carry out subsection 
(d)(1)(A)(v).’’ 
 
 

(III) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘Arizona River Basins.’’ and inserting ‘‘Arkansas 
River Basins;’’; and (IV) by adding at the end the following: 
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‘(iv) to protect the Russian River Basin, California; and ‘‘(v) to protect 
basins and watersheds that adjoin an international border between the 
United States and Canada.’’; and 

 
‘‘(B) LOCATIONS.—The Secretary shall place watercraft inspection and 
decontamination stations under subparagraph (A) at locations with the highest 
likelihood of preventing the spread of aquatic invasive species into and out of 
waters of the United States, as determined by the Secretary in consultation with 
the Governors and entities described in paragraph (3).’’; 

 
 
 ‘(2) DEVELOPMENT OF PLANS.—The Secretary, in coordination with the 
Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force, shall carry out a pilot program under 
which the Secretary shall collaborate with States in the Upper Missouri River 
Basin in developing voluntary aquatic invasive species management plans to 
mitigate the effects of invasive species on public infrastructure facilities located 
on reservoirs of the Corps of Engineers in those States 
 
‘‘(2) INVASIVE SPECIES PARTNERSHIPS.— ‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The 
Secretary may 5enter into partnerships with applicable States and other Federal 
agencies to carry out actions to prevent the introduction of, control, or eradicate, 
to the maximum extent practicable, invasive species that adversely impact water 
quantity or water quality in the Platte River Basin, the Upper Colorado River 
Basin, the Upper Snake River Basin, and the Upper Missouri River Basin 
 
‘‘(B) PRIORITIZATION.—In selecting actions to carry out under a partnership 
under subparagraph (A), the Secretary shall give priority to projects that are 
intended to control or eradicate the Russian olive (Elaeagnus angustifolia) or 
saltcedar (of the genus Tamarix) 
 
‘‘(B) PILOT PROGRAM.—The Secretary of the Interior, acting through the 
Director of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, shall establish a pilot 
program under which such Secretary shall work with eligible entities to carry out 
activities—‘‘(i) to remove invasive plant species in riparian areas that contribute 
to drought conditions in— ‘‘(I) the Lower Colorado River Basin; ‘‘(II) the Rio 
Grande River Basin; ‘‘(III) the Texas Gulf Coast Basin; and ‘‘(IV) the Arkansas-
White-Red Basin; ‘‘(ii) where appropriate, to replace the invasive plant species 
described in clause (i) with ecologically suitable native species; and ‘‘(iii) to 
maintain and monitor riparian areas in which activities are carried out under 
clauses (i) and (ii). 
 

 
Sec. 506. Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention. This section expands the program to slow 
the spread of Asian Carp beyond the Upper Mississippi and Ohio River Basins and 
tributaries to all six sub-basins of the Mississippi River.  
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Sec. 507. Invasive Species in Alpine Lakes Pilot Program. This section requires the 
Secretary of the Interior to establish a pilot program to address aquatic invasive species in 
alpine lakes. 

 
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of the Interior, acting through the 
Director of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, shall establish a pilot 
program (referred to in this section as the ‘‘pilot program’’) to develop and carry 
out effective measures necessary to prevent, control, or eradicate aquatic invasive 
species in alpine lakes that are not located within a unit of the National Park 
System. 
 

 
Sec. 508. Murder Hornet Eradication Pilot Program. This section requires the Secretary 
of the Interior to establish a five-year pilot program to provide financial assistance to 
States for activities necessary to eradicate the Asian giant hornet and restore bee 
populations damaged by the Asian giant hornet. 
 
Sec. 509. Asian Carp Prevention and Control Pilot Program. This section requires the 
Corps to establish a new pilot program to carry out projects to manage and prevent the 
spread of Asian carp in the Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers using innovative 
technologies, methods, and measures, and in coordination with the Tennessee Valley 
Authority (TVA). This section also establishes a new program for the USFWS to provide 
financial assistance to States to implement measures to eradicate Asian carp. 
 
Sec. 510. Invasive Species in Noncontiguous States and Territories Pilot Program. This 
section requires the Director of the USFWS to establish a pilot program to address 
invasive species in culturally significant forested watersheds in noncontiguous States and 
territories of the United States in which the Secretary is carrying out flood risk reduction 
projects. 
 

 
Now What: House members are now slated to cast their votes as early as 12/8/2020 on S. 
1811, the "Water Resources Development Act of 2020," which will come up under 
suspension of the rules, a way to fast-track noncontroversial measures. It is assumed that  
bill Report Language will soon be released which will contain more detailed guidance. 

 
 

Appropriations 
 

Congress poised to buy more time on spending, coronavirus talks (12/7/20) 

Congress is poised to punt a deadline for government funding talks as negotiators try to 
lock down a yearlong deal and a long-stalled coronavirus bill. Lawmakers face a Dec. 11 
deadline to fund the government and prevent a holiday government shutdown, with the 

https://docs.house.gov/floor/Default.aspx?date=2020-12-07
https://www.eenews.net/assets/2020/12/07/document_daily_01.pdf
https://www.eenews.net/assets/2020/12/07/document_daily_01.pdf
https://thehill.com/blogs/floor-action/scheduling/528994-this-week-congress-poised-to-buy-more-time-on-spending
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date also viewed as an unofficial cliff for coronavirus relief negotiations. But with talks 
unfinished, and time running short, aides say Congress is likely to pass a one-week 
continuing resolution (CR) to fund the government through Dec. 18 in an attempt to buy 
themselves more time to finish the larger negotiations. 

Editor’s Note: If a broad deal does not materialize, lawmakers are eyeing another 
Continuing Resolution  that would extend into March to give the Biden administration 
and the new 117th Congress a chance to weigh in. 

Related: Lawmakers strike a deal to avoid a shutdown (11/25/20) paving the way 
for a $1.4 trillion spending package to avert a government shutdown by the Dec. 11 
deadline. 

 
 

An AIS federal legislative table is posted on the web on the www.westernais.org 
website. Go to https://www.westernais.org/regulations and scroll all the way to the bottom 
 

 
 

TRAININGS, WEBINARS, CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS 
 

 

Archived Materials 
 
 

Events: Webinars, Trainings, Conferences and Meetings 
 

 
Watercraft Inspection Training 

 
For more information go to https://www.westernais.org/ (under the “Training” tab) or contact 

Quagga D @ (702)236-3814 or quaggadee@cox.net 

Because of concerns due to the rapid spread of COVID-19 upcoming meetings 
and events listed below may be postponed, cancelled or converted to 

teleconferencing events. Please check directly with the organizers of these 
events for the most up-to-date information. Stay at home if you can, wear a 

mask, and help flatten the curve.  

 
 

https://thehill.com/homenews/house/528885-congress-eyes-1-week-stopgap-bill-to-avoid-shutdown
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/528885-congress-eyes-1-week-stopgap-bill-to-avoid-shutdown
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/morning-defense/2019/12/13/lawmakers-strike-a-deal-to-avoid-a-shutdown-783643
http://www.westernais.org/
https://www.westernais.org/regulations
https://www.westernais.org/
mailto:quaggadee@cox.net
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2020 
December 

 
ANS Task Force Meeting December 8 - 10, 2020; Virtual Meeting.  
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/11/03/2020-24348/aquatic-nuisance-species-
task-force-meeting 
The meeting agenda will include: updates on new species occurrences in the United States; 
updates from interagency invasive species organizations; presentations on horizon scanning and 
risk assessment as tools for invasive species management; presentations on ballast water and 
Asian carp management programs; updates on priority outputs to advance the goals identified in 
the ANS Task Force Strategic Plan for 2020-2025; responses to recommendations from the ANS 
Task Force regional panels; and opportunities for public comment. The final agenda and other 
related meeting information will be posted on the ANS Task Force website, 
https://anstaskforce.gov 
This is the link to register to attend the meeting. 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=urWTBhhLe02TQfMvQApUlHvrXHAm
2IFPpfXynSQLGlpUQ0VXNExBTjBOQjZSVjRYNVlDSkNYQ1BORC4u 
 
Green Crab Panel Discussion: Washington Coastal Marine Advisory Council Meeting December 
9th 10am 
 
Washington Invasive Species Council Meeting December 10th 9am-3pm 
The meeting materials for the December 10, 2020 meeting of the Washington Invasive Species 
Council are available online. Register for the online meeting here. 
 
Webinar: Establishing Aquaculture Opportunity Areas & How to Get Involved 
Monday, December 7, 2020 
3:00 - 4:00 pm Eastern Time 
Register now! 
In this presentation, NOAA Fisheries will provide an overview of Aquaculture Opportunity 
Areas (AOAs) and the current request for information that is open until December 22. AFS 
members and the public are encouraged to provide comments for AOA creation in federal waters 
off of southern California and the Gulf of Mexico as well as the location of future AOAs.   
 
NAISMA Webinar: The Invasive Species Data Mobilization Campaign  
December 16th 1 PM CT 
Presented by: Bill Whitacre, Western Governors Association 
High-quality information is an essential weapon in the fight against invasive species in the West. 
Land managers, conservation groups, industry, and private landowners need accurate, up-to-date 
regional invasive species occurrence data. Technological barriers and standardization issues, 
however, often prevent wide sharing of useful invasive species occurrence data. 
On this webinar, the Western Governors’ Association (WGA) will announce the launch of its 
Invasive Species Data Mobilization Campaign to encourage national, state, local land managers 
and conservation groups to enter previously unavailable data into new or existing invasive 
species data management platforms using recommendations developed by WGA. Please join this 

https://www.anstaskforce.gov/default.php
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/11/03/2020-24348/aquatic-nuisance-species-task-force-meeting
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/11/03/2020-24348/aquatic-nuisance-species-task-force-meeting
https://anstaskforce.gov/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=urWTBhhLe02TQfMvQApUlHvrXHAm2IFPpfXynSQLGlpUQ0VXNExBTjBOQjZSVjRYNVlDSkNYQ1BORC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=urWTBhhLe02TQfMvQApUlHvrXHAm2IFPpfXynSQLGlpUQ0VXNExBTjBOQjZSVjRYNVlDSkNYQ1BORC4u
https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1962/Documents/WCMAC/12.9.2020%20WCMAC%20Meeting%20Materials.pdf
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/council/meetings/
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Materials-December-10-2020.pdf
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/council/meetings/
https://fisheries.org/2020/11/webinar-december-7-establishing-aquaculture-opportunity-areas/
https://naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/?mc_cid=75bd08a1a0&mc_eid=8261955190
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webinar to learn more about the campaign and how you can work to improve invasive species 
data exchange in the West. 
 
 
 
Impacts of European green crab in British Columbia,  Presented by Brett Howard, Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada, December 16, 12:00pm - 1:00pm PT 
 
 
 
California State Lands Commission  Public Meeting Announcement 12/17/20 10 am Pacific 

 
2021 

 
February 

 
Columbia Gorge 10th Annual Invasive Species and Exotic Pest Workshop! 
 Co-hosted with the United States Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, the Washington Invasive Species Council, and Washington State University 
Extension, the Columbia Gorge CWMA is excited to announce that our annual invasive species 
symposium is scheduled for February 25th, 2021 as a webinar. 

 
March  

 
2021 10th International IPM Symposium 
Date: Mar 15, 2021 to Mar 18, 2021 
Venue: Sheraton Denver Downtown Hotel 
Location: Denver, Colorado  
Contact: Michelle Marquart 
Phone: 217-244-8174 
Email: mmarqua2@illinois.edu 
Notes: Theme: Implementing IPM Across Borders and Disciplines 

 
April 

 
2021 Second International Congress of Biological Control (ICBC2) 
Date: Apr 26, 2021 to Apr 30, 2021 
Sponsor: International Organisation for Biological Control (IOBC) and CAB International 
(CABI) 
Venue: Congress Center Davos 
Location: Davos, Switzerland 
Email: info@iobc-icbc.com 

 
 
 
 

https://bcinvasives.ca/events/detail/webinar-wednesday-european-green-crab-in-bc
https://bcinvasives.ca/events/detail/webinar-wednesday-european-green-crab-in-bc
https://slcprdwordpressstorage.blob.core.windows.net/wordpressdata/2020/12/12-17-2020_Agenda.htm
https://slcprdwordpressstorage.blob.core.windows.net/wordpressdata/2020/12/12-17-2020_Agenda.htm
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/eventa/
https://ipmsymposium.org/2021/
https://www.iobc-icbc.com/
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May 
 

International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions XI Annapolis, Maryland, USA, May 10-14, 
2021.  The Society for the Study of Marine Bioinvasions (SSMB) is excited to invite you to 
attend the XIth International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions in Annapolis, Maryland, USA. 
The meeting dates will be May 10-14th, 2021 (including associated activities), and the 
conference will be hosted by the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center’s Marine 
Invasions Lab. We are actively working with the SSMB Scientific Steering Committee to create 
a stimulating and productive program. Information on meeting themes, guest speakers, special 
events, student travel funds, and local attractions will be posted on our website over the coming 
months: http://www.marinebioinvasions.info 
 
The North American Invasive Species Forum, currently scheduled from   May 18 - 20, 2021 in 
Montreal, is an international event encompassing the interests of professionals and organizations 
involved in invasive species management, research, and regulation across North America. The 
Forum will bring together the international invasive species community and will highlight new 
research, emerging issues, success stories and prevention and response initiatives from across 
Canada, Mexico and the U.S.. The forum will also build on the previous North American 
Invasive Species Forum held in 2017. The Canadian Council on Invasive Species is hosting this 
Forum with the support of, and guidance from, an international steering committee representing 
the U.S., Canada, and Mexico. 

 
August 

 
2021 Pacific NorthWest Economic Region 30th Annual Summit 
Date: Aug 15, 2021 to Aug 19, 2021 
Venue: Big Sky Resort 
Location: Big Sky, Montana  
Notes: Rescheduled from 2020 to 2021. 

 
 

October  

World Fisheries Congress 11-15 October, 2021 Adelaide, Australia 

_______________ 

 Linda Graf 
 

https://www.marinebioinvasions.info/
http://www.marinebioinvasions.info/
https://canadainvasives.ca/
http://www.pnwer.org/2020-summit.html
https://wfc2020.com.au/
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TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org. AIS NEWS 
was compiled by Robyn Draheim and Stephen Phillips. Past issues of AIS NEWS can be found @ 
http://www.westernais.org/   under the “News” tab. 

mailto:sphillips@psmfc.org
http://www.westernais.org/
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