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SPOTLIGHT:   

 
Unraveling the Mystery of Pike in Alaska’s Vogel Lake (3/17/21) USFWS 

 
The case started when Northern Pike (a fish that’s found naturally north of the Alaska Range but 
is considered invasive south of it) were discovered by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game 

in Vogel Lake within the Kenai Peninsula’s Miller Creek watershed. Other known pike 
infestations on the Kenai had already been removed, but the Vogel Lake infestation was the first 

to be located mostly on Kenai National Wildlife Refuge lands. 
 

 
 

https://alaskausfws.medium.com/unraveling-the-mystery-of-pike-in-alaskas-vogel-lake-f17f10cf8ae
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Since the discovery, an investigation team consisting of ADF&G, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and the Kenai Watershed Forum formed with the aim of protecting the native fish 

community by removing Northern Pike from the Miller Creek watershed. 
 

[Read full article] 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

 
Water Resources Development Act of 2020 
 Comment Period and Stakeholder Sessions 

The Office of the Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works (ASA(CW)) is issuing this 
notice for a comment period for stakeholders and other interested parties to provide input and 

recommendations to the ASA(CW) on any provisions in the Water Resources Development Act 
(WRDA) of 2020.  The Office of the ASA(CW) will consider all comments received by May 7, 

2021 before any implementation guidance is issued. 
 

Five stakeholder sessions will be held to enable the public to provide input on any provisions in 
WRDA 2020.  Commenters can provide information on any provision of interest during each 

session.  We encourage stakeholders with specific interests to a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(Corps) mission area to participate in the session aligned with that mission area.  The ASA(CW) 

and the Corps will co-host focused sessions using webinars/teleconferences. 
 

You may submit meeting requests or comments, identified by Docket ID No. COE-2021-0002, 
by any of the following methods: 

 
Federal eRulemaking Portal:  http:// www.regulations.gov/ 
  Follow the online instructions for submitting comments. 

Email:   WRDA2020@usace.army.mil.  Include Docket ID No. COE-2021-0002 in the subject 
line of the message. 

Mail:  U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, ATTN:  Ms. Amy Frantz, CEW-P, U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, 3F91, 441 G St NW, Washington, DC 20314. 

Media inquiries should be directed to Ms. Robyn Colosimo of the Office of the Assistant 
Secretary of the Army for Civil Works at (703) 209-6354 or Robyn.S.Colosimo.civ@mail.mil. 

… 
 

WDFW seeks public input on draft policy for non-native game fish management 
 

OLYMPIA – The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) is asking for feedback 
from the public on an early draft of a policy to guide management of non-native game fish across 

the state. 
 

Non-native game fish – a category that includes bass, walleye, catfish, crappie, and some trout 
species – are a popular option for many anglers throughout Washington and provide significant 

economic benefits to local communities. They can also provide benefits to native ecosystems and 
help rebuild fisheries, depending on location. 

https://alaskausfws.medium.com/unraveling-the-mystery-of-pike-in-alaskas-vogel-lake-f17f10cf8ae
https://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Project-Planning/Legislative-Links/wrda_2020/
https://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Project-Planning/Legislative-Links/wrda_2020/
http://www.regulations.gov/
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/commission/non-native-game-fish
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However, some non-native game fish species may present a threat to native species through 

predation, competition, or habitat alteration. 
 

In December 2019, the Washington Fish and Wildlife Commission directed WDFW staff to 
begin development of a policy for management of these non-native species. WDFW formed an 

ad-hoc advisory group to help guide development of the policy and has now developed an initial 
draft with options for topics including population management, fishing regulations, and habitat 

enhancement and restoration. 
 

“This is an important policy that will help us define how we manage these fish and fisheries,” 
said Steve Caromile, WDFW’s Inland Fish Program manager. “We wanted to get public 

feedback early in the process to help us create a policy that considers the diversity of 
stakeholders interested in the management of these species.” 

 
The public is invited to provide comment on their preferred options for the draft policy on the 
WDFW website at https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/commission/non-native-game-fish. The draft 

policy is available at https://wdfw.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-03/draft_non-
native_game_fish_policy_0.pdf 

 
To request a paper copy of the survey, call 360-902-0045. Written comments may be mailed to: 

 
Fish Program 

Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
PO Box 43200 

Olympia, WA 98504 
 

The public comment period is open through Monday, April 5.  WDFW will host a virtual 
public meeting to discuss the draft policy from 6-8 p.m. on Tuesday, March 16. Additional 

details for that meeting will be posted at https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/commission/non-native-
game-fish when available. 

 
 

NEW SPECIES SIGHTINGS 
 

Want to get more new species alerts? 
USGS NAS: https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx 

IMAP INVASIVES: https://www.imapinvasives.org 
 

DREISSENIDS 
 
[Texas] Zebra Mussels Detected at Medina Lake, Lake Placid Designated as “Infested” (3/16/21) 
The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) has detected invasive zebra mussels at 
Medina Lake and Lake Placid will be re-classified as “fully infested.” Infested status signifies 
that there is now evidence of an established, reproducing population of zebra mussels in the lake. 

https://wdfw.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-03/draft_non-native_game_fish_policy_0.pdf
https://wdfw.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2021-03/draft_non-native_game_fish_policy_0.pdf
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/commission/non-native-game-fish
https://wdfw.wa.gov/about/commission/non-native-game-fish
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx
https://www.imapinvasives.org/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/releases/?req=20210316a
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The detection in Medina Lake, located near Bandera, marks the first introduction of invasive 
zebra mussels in the San Antonio River Basin. On Feb. 11, a member of the public submitted a 
report with a photo to TPWD of a zebra mussel located at a boat ramp near the mouth of Haby’s 
Cove. Shortly after the winter storms, TPWD staff conducted searches at the site where the 
original mussel was found and near Red Cove Marina. Biologists located two zebra mussels 
attached to rocks along the shoreline near the site where the first mussel was discovered. [USGS 
NAS] 
 
[Pennsylvania] Dreissena polymorpha (zebra mussel) was found in Raystown Lake [USGS 
NAS] 

OTHER AIS 
 
[California] Potamopyrgus antipodarum (New Zealand mudsnail) was found in Bear River, 
Placer County, CA [USGS NAS] 
 
[Missouri] Mylopharyngodon piceus (Black Carp) was found in Osage River, near mouth [USGS 
NAS] 
 

WATCH LIST 
 
Invasive Species Data: Citizen Science Data Critical to Fighting the Asian Giant Hornet (3/3/21) 
US And Canadian Entomologists Make Plans For 2021 Asian Giant Hornet Season (3/16/21) 
 
 

DREISSENID MUSSELS
 

 
How a pet store employee became a heroic fighter against invasive species (3/11/21) 
Talk about an unsung hero. 
An as-yet-undisclosed employee at a Seattle PetCo store is being credited with alerting officials 
about a potential ecological disaster. 
The employee discovered zebra mussels, an invasive scourge in multiple states and hundreds of 
water bodies in the U.S., in packages of “Betta Buddy Marimo Ball,” a decorative moss that is 
marketed for home aquariums. 
Related: Arizona Bans Transport of ‘Moss Ball’ Aquarium Products Due To Mussel Concerns 
(3/28/21) 
How An International Investigation By The Idaho Ag Department May Have Saved The State $1 
Billion (3/17/21) 
 

BOAT INSPECTION/DECON/TECH NEWS 
 

 
[Montana]  Boat heavily infested with zebra mussels intercepted at Anaconda (3/31/21) 
A boat heavily infested with zebra mussels was intercepted at Anaconda Monday.  

https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1657095
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1657095
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/SpResults.aspx?SpeciesID=5
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1657040
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1657040
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/SpResults.aspx?SpeciesID=1008
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1657041
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/SpResults.aspx?SpeciesID=573
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1656963
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1656963
https://westgov.org/news/article/invasive-species-data-citizen-science-data-critical-to-fighting-the-asian-giant-hornet?utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New%29
https://agr.wa.gov/about-wsda/news-and-media-relations/news-releases?article=32279
https://www.statesmanjournal.com/story/life/2021/03/11/how-pet-store-employee-discovered-invasive-species/6923026002/
https://www.bassresource.com/bass_fishing_123/az-zebra-mussels-32821.html
https://www.bassresource.com/bass_fishing_123/az-zebra-mussels-32821.html
https://www.boisestatepublicradio.org/post/how-international-investigation-idaho-ag-department-may-have-saved-state-1-billion#stream/0
https://www.boisestatepublicradio.org/post/how-international-investigation-idaho-ag-department-may-have-saved-state-1-billion#stream/0
https://www.kulr8.com/butte/boat-heavily-infested-with-zebra-mussels-intercepted-at-anaconda/article_9d2de502-d411-5dfe-9390-c85abb04dbdf.html
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“This was the most mussels I’ve ever seen on a boat in Montana,” said AIS Area Supervisor 
John O’Bannon. “The boat owner was very cooperative and happy to have the boat inspected.” 
The watercraft will undergo a mandatory 30-day dry time followed by decontamination by FWP 
AIS staff.Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks reported the boat was being transported from Lake 
Macatawa, Michigan, to Missoula with plans to launch on Flathead Lake later this spring. 
 
Wyoming Aquatic Invasive Species Check Stations Opening April 10; All Boaters Must Stop 
(4/29/21) 
The Wyoming Game and Fish Department aquatic invasive species (AIS) inspection stations for 
watercraft are resuming seasonal operations across the state beginning April 10. All boaters must 
stop when coming upon an AIS inspection station. “AIS check stations will be open and 
operational throughout Wyoming again this year,” said Josh Leonard, AIS coordinator. “Game 
and Fish is dedicated to keeping invasive species out of our state’s waters. Boaters who stop at 
check stations are a key partner in these efforts.” 
 
[Texas] Zebra Mussel inspections are underway at Lake Meredith (3/25/21) 
Eric Smith, Superintended at Lake Meredith, and Ron Goodwin, Chief of Water Quality at 
Canadian River Municipal Water Authority said zebra mussel inspections are underway at Lake 
Meredith. Starting March 25, boats will be inspected by conservation dogs through Sunday, 
March 28, said a post on the Lake Meredith National Recreational Area Facebook page. 
 
Watercraft Inspection Stations open in Montana (3/23/21) 
Montana’s first watercraft inspection stations are opening for the 2021 season. 
The inspection stations near Dillon and Ravalli opened earlier this month and the Anaconda 
station opened on Saturday, March 20, and intercepted the first mussel fouled boat of the year. 
FWP reports a used motorboat that had been recently purchased in Wisconsin was found with 
zebra mussels attached to the anchor. The Anaconda inspectors reported the mussels were dry 
and dead. 
 
Clean Drain Dry Initiative Releases National Report On Invasive Species (3/21) 
Wildlife Forever is proud to release the 2020 Clean Drain Dry Initiative® annual 
accomplishment report. Through media outreach, communications marketing, and community 
engagement, the public awareness campaign has generated over 85 million impressions in 2020.  
Invasive species threaten fishing, boating, and outdoor recreation. Implementing consistent best 
practices empowers users to prevent the spread.  “Ensuring biodiversity and the integrity of our 
public lands and waters is a national priority. Recreational users are the backbone to preventing 
the spread of invasives. They also play a critical role in demanding that state and federal 
agencies, including industry stakeholders, invest in education and tools to do the job,” said Pat 
Conzemius, President and CEO of Wildlife Forever. 
 
Colorado Warns Boaters: Don’t Bring Mussel-Infested Boats Back From Lake Powell (3/17/21) 
Just like in 2020, state officials are expecting a rise in the number of people eager to get out on 
the water. It’s what CPW describes as a “large influx of outdoor recreation Colorado has 
experienced since the start of the pandemic.” The state does inspections on all boats going into 
Colorado lakes and reservoirs, and boaters must tell inspectors if their boat has been out of state. 

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/News/Game-and-Fish-AIS-inspection-stations-opening-(1)
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/News/Game-and-Fish-AIS-inspection-stations-opening-(1)
https://www.myhighplains.com/news/local-news/zebra-mussel-inspections-are-underway-at-lake-meredith/
https://www.kpax.com/news/montana-news/watercraft-inspection-stations-open-in-montana
https://www.wildlifeforever.org/2021/03/16/clean-drain-dry-initiative-releases-national-report-on-invasive-species-2/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.wildlifeforever.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/National-Report-Final-LR.pdf
https://www.wildlifeforever.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/05/National-Report-Final-LR.pdf
https://denver.cbslocal.com/2021/03/17/colorado-invasive-mussels-lakes-reservoirs-inspections/
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Last year, in part because of the increased interest in boating, there was a spike in the number of 
boats that needed to be decontaminated. 
 
Idaho Resumes Boat Inspections, Looking For Invasive Species (3/16/21) 
Idaho’s boat inspection stations are up and running again this spring on roads and highways 
entering and leaving the Gem State. Interest in them has been renewed with the discovery of 
zebra and quagga mussels in the region about two weeks ago. 
 
Colorado lakes, reservoirs are free of invasive mussels; but more boats found with mussel 
infestations in 2020 (3/16/21) 
As usual, Colorado’s ANS inspectors were plenty busy during 2020. Staff conducted a total of 
647,325 inspections and decontaminated 24,771 boats suspected of carrying mussels, other 
aquatic invasive species or standing water. That was a huge increase of 34 percent in inspections 
from 2019 when 481,253 boats were inspected and 22,947 were decontaminated. Most 
concerning is the continued increase in the number of boats fouled with mussels. In 2019, 86 
boats were found to be fouled with invasive mussels and in 2020 that number jumped to 100. 
Only 16 boats with mussels were found in 2017. 
 
 

BALLAST WATER/BIOFOULING 
 

 
Is it time to consider voluntary compliance testing? (3/15/21) 
Is installing and operating a type-approved ballast water treatment system enough to ensure 
compliance? Maybe, but carrying out compliance testing provides an insurance policy to show 
that owners are doing the right thing, argues Maritec 
 
EU and Dutch Government join Damen to fight invasive species in ballast water (3/12/21) 
Climate Investor Two has approved an investment that could amount to €24.5M (US$29M) to 
support the lease of Damen’s portable ballast water treatment solution InvaSave to customers in 
Africa, Asia, and Latin America 
 
Commission Testing Is A Ballast Water System Insurance Policy, Says Maritec. (3/11/21) 
While rules covering commission testing for newbuild ballast water system installations are due 
to enter into force in June 2022, independent testing facility Maritec believes shipowners should 
not be reluctant in carrying out further testing of a system they consider to have already passed 
stringent tests during the type-approval process. Michael Haraldsson, Global Business 
Development Manager, Maritec, said that commission and compliance testing “essentially 
provides shipowners with a very effective insurance policy” for the ballast water treatment 
system, potentially averting lengthy legal issues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.spokanepublicradio.org/post/idaho-resumes-boat-inspections-looking-invasive-species#stream/0
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7729
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7729
https://www.rivieramm.com/news-content-hub/time-to-consider-voluntary-compliance-testing-64216
https://www.rivieramm.com/news-content-hub/news-content-hub/eu-and-dutch-government-join-damen-to-fight-invasive-species-in-ballast-water-64204
https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/commission-testing-is-a-ballast-water-system-insurance-policy-says-maritec/?__cf_chl_jschl_tk__=24882171ed85d614afc75a737a5a3e45432c56f2-1617298302-0-ATXFRAPMrwYF5J8s7yq6iJePdbAput8uPbLGVFvXOMX_WCPT1h49Q1T-cFqxJuvVyHUAzT5xnUo1FEoa1JOJxndYCnvvmrwIYImhUKPZDIRPFgnBDjhQhBK-dBPB0nz1c8yWnzU-0p_sNpweXqNQInQb6rPSutt5p0myeeKMvpfa0qi8m5N78DHf3lVdiL5-MUwdOTRRibjTEknI7SHYIn_axm1tsnleXkqfLBJFAYOZ0ZfAMQFWe3pCiP5cw711RYQijD3n-s1uMQeiYnr26Y-1iOJI9RcRTkowQAWtf7fPtWv9lb4-ze2LTm10nmXtRqdhjtTrOfgbKMifslzTeFG4CMTToKjRvXdlb-C7nZYQHhLD-g_Ry-1ZvAfqCOiekL4oVSLeyZNhiJiyLpiClWKR5xLOe34C1Uf67uOgwRQvU49XPA9GarKYplWdpoy3Pa2_r2wAqXA4f37_v4POrN3u7EGCf_dqcF0-BH2FenQh
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MARINE  
 

 
Invasive green crab numbers dwindle in Dungeness (3/31/21) 
Ongoing efforts to prevent a rise in the invasive European green crab population continue to 
yield positive results in Dungeness. After first detecting the creatures in 2017 after years of 
monitoring, resource managers at the Washington National Wildlife Refuge in Dungeness north 
of Sequim caught just three green crabs for the 2020 season with more than 1,800 traps set 
between April-October 2020. 
Related: When 'eradicated' species bounce back with a vengeance 
 
Chesapeake Blue Crab Spotted Along Ireland Shore. How Local Experts Believe It Got There 
(3/19/21) 
A Chesapeake blue crab was recently spotted on the shores of Ireland. Now Irish officials are 
trying to figure out how it got there. The National Biodiversity Data Centre in Waterford is 
trying to determine if it was a one-off occurrence or if there are more out there. Blue crabs are 
invasive to Ireland. Local experts agree that the blue crab likely did not swim across the Atlantic. 
 
Kaiser, B. A., & Kourantidou, M. (2021). Invasive alien species in changing marine arctic 
economies and ecosystems. CAB Reviews, 16(022), 1-12. 
 

AQUACULTURE 
 

 
Court rejects Morton’s missive on BC fish farms (3/31/21) 
The Federal Court of Canada has rejected attempts by anti-fish farm activist, Alexandra Morton, 
to influence its pending decision on the future of salmon farms in BC’s Discovery Islands. 
In a scathing ruling that challenges the on-going media adulation of her new book, Judge Mandy 
Aylen said that “Morton’s proposed affidavit contains untested hearsay evidence, contains 
improper opinion evidence under the guise of being factual evidence.” 
The case management judge agreed with the fish farmers, who are challenging Ottawa’s decision 
to remove them from the Discovery Islands, that Morton’s proposed affidavit “constitutes an 
attack on the science presented by the Department of Fisheries and Oceans and goes far beyond 
providing general background information” to assist the court. 
 
Stanford economist and others assess aquaculture’s promise and peril (3/24/21) 
Despite aquaculture’s potential to feed a growing world population while relieving pressure on 
badly depleted oceans, the industry has been plagued by questions about its environmental 
impacts. A Stanford-led team of researchers conducted a review on the past 20 years of global 
aquaculture, finding that freshwater aquaculture has grown dramatically and feeds have become 
more sustainable. Still, there are many challenges and areas for growth, including the production 
of species that provide ecosystem services. But over the years, the diverse industry – which 
ranges from massive open-ocean salmon cages to family farm freshwater tilapia ponds – has 
made significant strides toward sustainability, according to a new Stanford-led analysis. 
 

https://www.sequimgazette.com/news/invasive-green-crab-numbers-dwindle-in-dungeness/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2021/03/210315160719.htm
https://baltimore.cbslocal.com/2021/03/19/chesapeake-blue-crab-spotted-on-shores-of-ireland/
https://baltimore.cbslocal.com/2021/03/19/chesapeake-blue-crab-spotted-on-shores-of-ireland/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/349790043_Invasive_alien_species_in_changing_marine_arctic_economies_and_ecosystems
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/349790043_Invasive_alien_species_in_changing_marine_arctic_economies_and_ecosystems
https://seawestnews.com/court-rejects-mortons-missive-on-bc-fish-farms/?fbclid=IwAR16HZczGNiuOcnGEm3gpW01KCBEoBKlt7SmAR7RBjYsyoWox6HWg0l-23A
https://news.stanford.edu/2021/03/24/aquacultures-promise-peril/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-021-03308-6
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National Aquaculture Association publishes: Refuting Marine Aquaculture Myths, Unfounded 
Criticisms and Assumptions (3/24/21) 
A variety of tenacious myths critical of marine aquaculture practiced in the United States have 
persisted for decades2 to be presented as facts to the public and Congress.3 The reality is U.S. 
fish and shellfish farmers culture aquatic animals and plants within a very complicated and 
expensive legal, regulatory, husbandry and science-driven environment. We believe critics are 
unfamiliar with this environment or have erroneously assume marine aquaculture-related 
environmental damage reported in other countries occurs in the United States. Our response to 
these pernicious myths, criticisms and assumptions does not lend itself to short, simple answers; 
although, we have worked to be as succinct as possible. 
 

FISH 
 

 
Tribe Begins Warmwater ‘Test Fishery’ On Lake Washington; 2 Pike Reportedly Caught 
(3/17/21) 
Recent years have also seen walleye illegally stocked in Lakes Washington and Sammamish, and 
it was after spring 2015’s discovery of a dozen or so off Mercer Island by state and tribal 
biologists that the Muckleshoots began a series of warmwater test fisheries, initially on 
Washington, then focused on Sammamish. The tribe considered the release of walleye in the 
system to be “criminal.” 
 
ERDC researcher uses sound to sustainably deter invasive Asian carp in USGS project (3/17/21) 
When Dr. Christa Woodley, a research biologist with the U.S. Army Engineer Research and 
Development Center (ERDC), heard about the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) study to control 
invasive Asian carp through acoustics, she was excited by the possibilities. Led by USGS 
Research Fish Biologist Dr. Marybeth Brey, the multiagency team intends to deter the fish from 
moving further up the Mississippi River by broadcasting underwater sounds the researchers 
believe are intrusive only to the invasive carp, and the method will leave virtually no footprint on 
the environment. “Whenever you put something in the water, you are usually going to have to 
pay a cost,” Woodley said. “But this is a win-win — the public should be very interested in any 
deterrent research that allows us to achieve our mission without damaging the environment.” 

 
Canada working to keep very invasive Asian carps out of Great Lakes (315/21) 
DFO has had an Asian carps program since 2012 and works with partners in the United States 
and Ontario’s Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry to protect the Great Lakes. The 
program was initiated following the release of a 2011 DFO report that presented a breakdown of 
all the possible pathways for Asian carps to arrive at the Great Lakes and assessed their chances 
for long term survival once they had arrived. There are four species of concern: grass carp, 
bighorn carp, black carp and silver carp. Of the four species, grass carp is the most imminent 
threat to great lakes now, said Ms. Wright-Kavanaugh. 

 
Pike Removal Resumes In Lake Coeur d’Alene To Reduce Predation On Native Cutthroat; Past 
Efforts Showing Positive Results (3/11/21) 
Biologists with the Coeur d’Alene Tribe will resume gill netting efforts this spring to reduce 
northern pike numbers in Windy Bay, Benewah, Chatcolet, Round, and Hidden Lakes. In 

http://thenaa.net/pub/NAA-Refuting-Marine-Aquaculture-Myths.pdf
http://thenaa.net/pub/NAA-Refuting-Marine-Aquaculture-Myths.pdf
https://nwsportsmanmag.com/tribe-begins-warmwater-test-fishery-on-lake-washington-2-pike-reportedly-caught/
https://nwsportsmanmag.com/tribe-begins-warmwater-test-fishery-on-lake-washington-2-pike-reportedly-caught/
https://www.dvidshub.net/news/391593/erdc-researcher-uses-sound-sustainably-deter-invasive-asian-carp-usgs-project
https://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2021/03/15/canada-working-to-keep-very-invasive-asian-carps-out-of-great-lakes.html
https://www.cbbulletin.com/pike-removal-resumes-in-lake-coeur-dalene-to-reduce-predation-on-native-cutthroat-past-efforts-showing-positive-results/
https://www.cbbulletin.com/pike-removal-resumes-in-lake-coeur-dalene-to-reduce-predation-on-native-cutthroat-past-efforts-showing-positive-results/
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cooperation with the Idaho Fish and Game, the project aims to reduce pike predation on native, 
lake-run cutthroat trout in select areas of Lake Coeur d’Alene. 
Netting in 2021 will occur from March 15 to May 28 and Oct. 1 to Nov. 31. In order to minimize 
impacts to recreational anglers, netting is suspended all weekends and during the summer from 
Memorial Day weekend through September. Spring netting targets shallow, shoreline habitat 
where pike prefer to spawn. Fall netting is used to monitor the pike population response and to 
capture fish that may not be vulnerable in the spring 

 
AQUATIC PLANTS 

 
 
Invasive species wiped out by big freeze -- Giant Salvinia killed during winter storms (4/1/21) 
The winter weather wiped out a large percentage of an invasive species that threatens many lakes 
in East Texas and Louisiana. 
 
 
[Idaho] Invasive weed infestation confirmed at Blue Heart Springs, prized for its clear, blue 
water... (3/20/21) 
Invasive Eurasian watermilfoil, an aquatic noxious weed, has been found in Blue Heart Springs, 
a prized scenic attraction in the Magic Valley which visitors typically only access by kayak, 
stand-up paddleboard or boat. The site, near Box Canyon on the Snake River, is known as a 
“hidden oasis” prized for its clear, blue, spring-fed waters; it takes roughly 45 minutes to paddle 
there from Banbury Hot Springs in the Hagerman Valley. The Idaho State Department of 
Agriculture reported today that it received concerns from Visit Southern Idaho about “unusual 
plant growth” in Blue Heart Springs, and launched an investigation. 
 
Brainard, A.S., Luzadis, V.A. & Schulz, K.L. Drivers of species richness, biomass, and 
dominance of invasive macrophytes in temperate lakes. Biol Invasions 23, 1069–1085 (2021). 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10530-020-02418-y [$] 
 

FRESHWATER 
 

 
Lake Tahoe Aquatic Invasive Species Action Agenda – Emerging Technologies to Play Pivotal 
Role (3/30/21) 
“There’s no silver bullet, it’s going to have to be this mix and match of initial application and 
then multiple years of follow up that is both adaptive and variable,” Jesse Patterson, Chief 
Strategy Officer at the League to Save Lake Tahoe. “It’s better to test as many methods as you 
can, at first in a controlled way where you can learn and get some new cards in the deck and deal 
with a better hand when you go after it long-term. That’s the step we’re in now is testing a multi-
pronged approach.” 
 
A road across Mount St. Helens blast zone threatens one-of-a-kind research, lawsuit says 
(3/29/21) 
Jim Gawel is an associate professor at the University of Washington Tacoma. He’s been doing 
research in Mount St. Helens for more than 10 years, most recently in the Spirit Lake watershed. 

https://www.kristv.com/news/invasive-species-wiped-out-by-big-freeze
https://www.idahopress.com/eyeonboise/invasive-weed-infestation-confirmed-at-blue-heart-springs-prized-for-its-clear-blue-water/article_7fb12866-0b20-5f36-a6ed-78f08d7423f5.html
https://www.idahopress.com/eyeonboise/invasive-weed-infestation-confirmed-at-blue-heart-springs-prized-for-its-clear-blue-water/article_7fb12866-0b20-5f36-a6ed-78f08d7423f5.html
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-020-02418-y?utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_23_4&utm_content=etoc_springer_20210320
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-020-02418-y?utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_23_4&utm_content=etoc_springer_20210320
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10530-020-02418-y
https://sierranevadaally.org/2021/03/30/lake-tahoe-aquatic-invasive-species-action-agenda-emerging-technologies-to-play-pivotal-role/
https://sierranevadaally.org/2021/03/30/lake-tahoe-aquatic-invasive-species-action-agenda-emerging-technologies-to-play-pivotal-role/
https://www.opb.org/article/2021/03/29/mount-st-helens-blast-zone-road-conservation-groups-scientists/
https://www.opb.org/article/2021/03/29/mount-st-helens-blast-zone-road-conservation-groups-scientists/
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If the Forest Service plan moves forward, his work, along with that of more than a dozen 
professors and graduate students, would be impacted. One of those projects is his research into 
the recent appearance of a highly invasive species called New Zealand mud snails in Spirit Lake 
and its tributaries. Gawel is worried that if he can’t complete his research, the opportunity to 
learn about ways to prevent the snail’s spread across North America could be lost. 
“New Zealand mud snails would likely accelerate the spread ... possibly introducing it into 
regions where it might not naturally reach,” he said. 
 
Ferreira-Rodríguez, N., Pavel, A.B. & Cogălniceanu, D. Integrating expert opinion and 
traditional ecological knowledge in invasive alien species management: Corbicula in Eastern 
Europe as a model. Biol Invasions 23, 1087–1099 (2021). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10530-020-
02420-4 [$]  
 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

 
Sentis Arnaud, Montoya Jose M. and Lurgi Miguel 2021Warming indirectly increases invasion 
success in food websProc. R. Soc. B.2882020262220202622 [$] 
http://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2020.2622 
 

OTHER 
 

 
These are the 5 costliest invasive species, causing billions in damages (3/31/21) 
Invasive species can wreak havoc on local ecosystems. Cleaning up that biological wreckage 
comes at a big price. These invaders, often thrust into new environments unintentionally (or 
intentionally, to combat pests) by humans, can transmit new diseases, devastate crops and eat 
away at crucial infrastructure. From 1970 to 2017, such invasions cost the global economy at 
least $1.28 trillion in damages and in efforts to control them, researchers report March 31 in 
Nature. As the globe becomes increasingly interconnected and invasive species take over new 
habitats, that cost grows. 
 
The battle to control America’s ‘most destructive’ species: feral pigs (3/24/21) 
…DeNicola is a Yale-educated ecologist with the build of a wrestler, the jawline of a G.I. Joe, 
and a talent for making destructive species disappear. Most of the time, he runs a small nonprofit 
that does the dirty work of curtailing overabundant wildlife in national parks and quiet East 
Coast neighborhoods. But he came south from Connecticut to tackle America’s most destructive 
and seemingly unsolvable wildlife problem: the invasive feral hog…. 
 
One Small Animal Reveals How The Pet Trade Hurts Ecosystems (3/22/21) 
For four years, a “mystery monkey” traipsed around Tampa and St. Petersburg, Florida, 
bewildering residents and frustrating the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission’s 
attempt to capture the rogue primate. The monkey — a rhesus macaque, native to Asia — was 
eventually captured after “a three-hour stakeout” in 2012. The saga of the strange Florida 
monkey seemingly came to an end — until another macaque was found touring Tampa in 2016. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10530-020-02420-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10530-020-02420-4
http://doi.org/10.1098/rspb.2020.2622
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/invasive-species-cost-billions-damages-global-economy
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-021-03405-6.epdf?sharing_token=bPrMnJsZHo2qEcr30UhtfNRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0N-hjc_skiWnPirhq64a5g9y3qW6jB8db-vjAGqGYjGkLiVbkqLHwDJ68YFw07WVWkYaNetwrnLBLk-yMapocEilV1RXQrBtIgFE2LjZv6mtdDMyI2T3UVpyxfBTMwyBZasM2t3SS7YRfhDO5vpyvSenPR546Kz_E3YvNzSdfmPgqGN3yYlJLFG656A4RaMxeM%3D&tracking_referrer=www.sciencenews.org
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-021-03405-6.epdf?sharing_token=bPrMnJsZHo2qEcr30UhtfNRgN0jAjWel9jnR3ZoTv0N-hjc_skiWnPirhq64a5g9y3qW6jB8db-vjAGqGYjGkLiVbkqLHwDJ68YFw07WVWkYaNetwrnLBLk-yMapocEilV1RXQrBtIgFE2LjZv6mtdDMyI2T3UVpyxfBTMwyBZasM2t3SS7YRfhDO5vpyvSenPR546Kz_E3YvNzSdfmPgqGN3yYlJLFG656A4RaMxeM%3D&tracking_referrer=www.sciencenews.org
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/article/battle-to-control-america-most-destructive-invasive-species-feral-pigs
https://www.inverse.com/science/invasive-species-global-pet-trade-study
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Related:  Jérôme M. W. Gippet et al. Invasiveness is linked to greater commercial success in the 
global pet trade, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (2021). 
DOI:10.1073/pnas.2016337118 
 
OISC Publishes Invasive Species Threats & Opportunities: A Primer for Oregon Policymakers  
(3/17/20) 
The OISC is pleased to share that we have published Invasive Species Threats & Opportunities: 
A Primer for Oregon Policymakers. This publication was developed through a collaborative 
effort of the members of the Oregon Invasive Species Council to provide a briefing of selected 
serious threats from invasive species and opportunities to address these issues that span 
jurisdictions. 
  
Invasive species can lurk everywhere from seed packets to aquarium tanks (3/18/21) 
The bark beetle has not gone away. Trees are still turning red and losing needles. Alaska is under 
attack by all manner of invasive species, and the spruce bark beetle is just one. We see some of 
these invasives growing along our highways, spread by automobiles. Now, we are beginning to 
see thistles in our lawns and parks (not right now, of course, but you get my drift). There are 
even some invasive species we don’t see. It is a very bad idea to try and bring in seed potatoes, 
as these can spread microbes we do not want here. 
 
U of Minnesota Scientists Discover Attacking Fungi That Show Promise Against Emerald Ash 
Borer (3/10/21) 
New research from the University of Minnesota’s Minnesota Invasive Terrestrial Plants and 
Pests Center (MITPPC) shows a possible path forward in controlling the invasive pest, the 
emerald ash borer (EAB), that threatens Minnesota’s nearly one billion ash trees. 
In a recent study published in Fungal Biology, MITPPC researchers identified various fungi 
living in EAB-infested trees — a critical first step in finding fungi that may be harnessed to 
control the spread of EAB, and ultimately, prevent ash tree death. 
 
Should Florida Exterminate or Accommodate Invasive Species? (3/10/21) 
Florida consistently ranks as one of the top five places in the world with the most invasive 
species. And the state is the world epicenter of invasive reptiles. In fact, non-native reptile 
species now outnumber native reptiles by 3 to 1 in Florida. According to state agencies, as of 
2019, 194 invasive plant species and 126 invasive animal species lived in Florida… 
 
Coalition Allies Celebrate Applied Invasive Species Prevention (3/9/21) 
A new invasive species coalition is celebrating significant milestones in preventing expansion of 
invasive species after the first anniversary of an important agreement. The North American 
Invasive Species Management Association, Wildlife Forever, the National Park Service, and the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are working to implement on-the-ground strategies to engage the 
American public and help prevent the spread of invasive species under the new agreement. 
Work under the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) has helped facilitate broader adoption 
and placement of national prevention campaigns such as Clean Drain Dry®, PlayCleanGo® and 
Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers that ask the public to assist in stopping the spread of invasive species. 
Through coordinated media, marketing outreach, signage and integrated messaging, over 70 
million media impressions were made. Strategic messaging at trailheads, boat landings and other 

https://www.pnas.org/content/118/14/e2016337118
https://www.oregoninvasivespeciescouncil.org/news-channel/2021/3/17/oisc-publishes-invasive-species-threats-amp-opportunities-a-primer-for-oregon-policymakers
https://www.oregoninvasivespeciescouncil.org/news-channel/2021/3/17/oisc-publishes-invasive-species-threats-amp-opportunities-a-primer-for-oregon-policymakers
https://www.adn.com/alaska-life/gardening/2021/03/18/invasive-species-can-lurk-everywhere-from-seed-packets-to-aquarium-tanks/
https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-events/u-m-scientists-discover-attacking-fungi-show-promise-against-emerald-ash-borer?utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New%29
https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-events/u-m-scientists-discover-attacking-fungi-show-promise-against-emerald-ash-borer?utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New%29
https://www.sarasotamagazine.com/news-and-profiles/2021/03/florida-invasive-species
https://naisma.org/2021/03/09/coalition-allies-celebrate-applied-invasive-species-prevention/?utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New%29
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public access points – supports best practices for ensuring the future of our public natural 
resources. 
 
Worst Invasive Species Areas Ranked In Western States (2/24/21) 
Wildlife Forever has partnered with the United States Geological Survey (USGS) to map 
invasive species and their connection to congressional districts of the western United States.  The 
new report commissioned by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) highlights 25 
nonindigenous aquatic species (NAS) and ranks congressional districts’ level of infestations.    

 
McDermott, S. M., Finnoff, D. C., Shogren, J. F., & Kennedy, C. J. (2021). When does natural 
science uncertainty translate into economic uncertainty? Ecological Economics, 184, 106999. 
 
Kelly, C. L., Schwarzkopf, L., Gordon, I. J., & Hirsch, B. (2021). Population growth lags in 
introduced species. Ecology and Evolution 

 
JOBS/GRANTS 

 
 

USDA Wildlife Specialist GS 4/5/6 in Missouri: Full-time term positions with possibility of 
benefits. Responsible for organizing and conducting direct control operations to reduce wildlife 
and invasive mammalian species damage. Use wildlife damage management tools as needed. 
Independently determines and selects the most effective means of control for individual 
situations. Open through April 9. Click here for details. 

USDA Wildlife Specialist GS 4 in Arizona: Full-time term positions with possibility of 
benefits, Seligman, AZ. Duties related to wildlife management and use of techniques to control 
wildlife damage, particularly that of predatory animals, when they conflict with economic 
interest, health or safety. Primarily concerned with WS operations relating to problems created 
by carnivores, rodents, birds and other animals in urban or rural environments. Must be skilled in 
use of wildlife damage management tools and able to correctly identify current, and forecast 
future, damage problems, relate them to the depredating species, and determine/select the most 
effective control. Open through April 7. Click here for details. 

 
 
Freshwater Mussel Technician - The Xerces Society - Oregon, United States 
JOB TITLE: Freshwater Mussel Technician 
LOCATION: Based in Oregon, majority of work sites located in central Oregon, with additional 
travel to sites in Washington state. 
COMPENSATION: $16.85 - $22.00 per hour, commensurate with experience. 
JOB TERM: Start date of approximately June 1. Term of employment is up to 5 months after the 
expected start date. 
STATUS: Hourly non-exempt, seasonal position, scheduled to work approx. 40-50 hours/week, 
M-F but occasionally on a weekend if necessary. 
APPLICATION DEADLINE: April 6, 2021 

https://www.wildlifeforever.org/2021/02/24/worst-invasive-species-areas-ranked-in-western-states/?utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New%29
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0921800921000574?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0921800921000574?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/ece3.7352
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/ece3.7352
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SEKvdv&mc=IA&s=BSHJuoh&u=Yy3s&z=EtjwBd2&
https://app.getresponse.com/click.html?x=a62b&lc=SEKvgB&mc=IA&s=BSHJuoh&u=Yy3s&z=EQ52VbF&
http://bit.ly/xerces-jobs
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APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS: 
All applications must be submitted via our application website at: http://bit.ly/xerces-jobs 
Xerces provides accommodations for the job application process if needed. If you need an 
accommodation to complete the job application process, please email 
reasonable.accomodation@xerces.org 
 
Invasive Plant Control, Inc. Is currently hiring the following positions: 
 Full time Crew Leaders and Field Technicians 
Paid internships with flexible start and end dates working between April and November 
Seasonal Field Technicians working in the Adirondacks May through November 
Seasonal Field Technicians working in the Washington DC area May through November 
 All IPC team members will have the opportunity to manage invasive plants in various natural 
areas throughout the US.  Current projects include various parks in and around the Washington 
DC area, the Adirondacks in NY, and other projects in Florida, Puerto Rico, Georgia, Tennessee, 
North Carolina, Indiana, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Virginia, Maryland and West Virginia 
amongst others.  
 Travel positions include transportation and lodging.  
 For more details please contact Steven Manning at steve@ipc.us.com or 615-969-1309. 
 
The Institute for Applied Ecology seeks a Program Director with a diverse skillset to manage our 
Ecological Education Program, based in Corvallis, Oregon. 
The Ecological Education Program at IAE offers opportunities for K-12 students, teachers, and 
adult community members to engage in meaningful, place-based education through school-based 
programs, summer teacher workshops, community outreach and learning opportunities, and 
volunteer events. In addition, the Program creates curriculum to engage people of all ages in the 
study of native species and habitat restoration. The Program’s Sustainability in Prisons Project 
works with Department of Corrections and Adults in Custody to propagate native plants for 
restoration efforts. Community education and outreach may include coordinating and speaking at 
IAE events or community natural resource education workshops.  
This Program Director currently supervises three year-round staff and multiple contractors 
working in Oregon, Idaho, Nevada and California. Staff supervision includes hiring, training, 
managing staffing levels and workloads, and mentoring employee success and growth through 
problem-solving and professional development. The Program Director is responsible for all 
aspects of program administration, including fundraising, development and management of many 
project budgets, contracting, project coordination and implementation, and outreach through 
presentations, technical reports, and outreach publications. Program Directors provide support 
for organization-wide planning and project efforts, coordinate with and assist other programs 
with staffing and fundraising, and serve as a member of IAE’s Management Team. This position 
also develops relationships with partners to secure funding, and disseminate educational findings 
and curricula. The Ecological Education Program Director will continue existing grants and 
contracts and will develop and obtain funding for new projects relevant to IAE’s mission and in 
their areas of expertise. This position also may occasionally, and as funding permits, assist with 
education projects in New Mexico.  Click here for more information and to apply. 
 
 
 

http://bit.ly/xerces-jobs
https://www.invasiveplantcontrol.com/
mailto:steve@ipc.us.com
https://appliedeco.org/
https://appliedeco.org/programs/education/
https://appliedeco.org/wp-content/uploads/IAE-Ecological-Education-Program-Director-Job-Announcement.pdf
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AIS JOBS MONTANA: 
 
AIS Watercraft Inspector- Tiber Marina Chester Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks  
AIS Watercraft Inspector- Troy Troy Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks  

AIS Watercraft Inspector-Tiber VFW Chester Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks  
 

 Invasive Species Early Detection Biotechnician: Oregon 

The Great Basin Institute is working cooperatively with the National Park Service Klamath 
Network (KLMN) Inventory & Monitoring (I&M) program to recruit two Biotechnicians for 
early detection of invasive species. The overall objective is to perform surveys of park roads and 
trails to make observations of invasive species within the Klamath Network parks located 
throughout northern California and southern Oregon (see below). Data collected will contribute 
to a multi-year dataset aimed at detecting status and trends in park invasive species and is 
intended to provide decision-makers with location data of prioritized invasive species. Training 
and oversight will be provided for all duties.  Last Date to Apply 06/01/2021 
 
 

GRANTS 
 
Department of the Interior – Bureau of Land Management Oregon/Washington Invasive and 
Noxious [Plant] Management 
BLM Oregon/Washington has an opportunity to work with partner organizations to 
collaboratively manage and coordinate treatments, inventories, monitoring, education and 
outreach, and prevention activities to control new infestations and treatment to remove existing 
infestations of noxious weeds and invasive species in order to gain efficiencies across multiple 
jurisdictions. Individual projects support Secretarial Order 3347 Conservation Stewardship and 
Outdoor Recreation, through improving habitat and habitat improvement, and Secretarial Order 
3372 Reducing Wildfire Risks on Department of the Interior Land through Active Management 
through reduction of fuel loads Original Closing Date for Applications: May 25, 2021 
 

 
F21AS00406  
Seaplane Invasive Species Risk Analysis 
Department of the Interior 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
Close date 06/04/2021 
The ANS Task Force, within its Strategic Plan for 2020-2025 (Objective 2.2 and 2.3), identifies 
a need to evaluate and prioritize pathways, develop risk management strategies, and encourage 
implementation of non-regulatory and regulatory measures to prevent the establishment and 
spread of aquatic invasive species (AIS) in waters of the United States. While evaluating 
pathways, the ANS Task Force determined that more information is needed to assess the risk of 
spreading AIS via the seaplane pathway and develop measures to mitigate this risk. This project 
will address these objectives. 

https://mtstatejobs.taleo.net/careersection/200/jobsearch.ftl?lang=en
https://mtstatejobs.taleo.net/careersection/200/jobdetail.ftl?job=21140450&tz=GMT-08%3A00&tzname=America%2FLos_Angeles
https://mtstatejobs.taleo.net/careersection/200/jobdetail.ftl?job=21140384&tz=GMT-08%3A00&tzname=America%2FLos_Angeles
https://mtstatejobs.taleo.net/careersection/200/jobdetail.ftl?job=21140455&tz=GMT-08%3A00&tzname=America%2FLos_Angeles
https://wfscjobs.tamu.edu/jobs/invasive-species-early-detection-biotechnician-oregon/
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html?keywords=L21AS00261
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html?keywords=L21AS00261
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html?keywords=Seaplane
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FEDERAL/STATE/PROVINCIAL  
LEGISLATION, RULES, ACTIONS 

 
 

Advocacy 
 

Priority Shift: Great Lakes exec moves environmental justice to top of list (3/22/21) 
…And that aligns with new priorities for the Alliance, who put environmental justice at the top 
of its 2021 priority list, replacing restoration and other legacy issues like fighting Asian carp and 
Lake Erie’s algal blooms… 

State/Province 
 
 
Montana Legislature’s 2021 Invasive’s Related Bills: 
Look up additional information on individual bills and legislative concepts HERE 
 

Bills  Title Status 
Date 

Status 

HB24 Create disaster resiliency fund 
 

02/3/21 
 

Bill Withdrawn per House Rule 
H30-50(3)(b) 

HB40 Revising laws on mandatory decontamination 
of vessels with ballast and bladders 

03/26/21 Passed both House and Senate, 
transferred to Governor  

HB42 Clarify AIS management authority laws 1/18/21 Tabled in committee 
HB93 Expand materials certified under noxious 

weed seed free program 
03/26/21 Signed by Governor 

HB152 Requiring drain plugs to be disengaged to 
prevent aquatic invasive species 

4/1/21 Passed both House and Senate,  

SB40 Revise membership of the Montana Invasive 
Species Council 

03/30/21 Passed; Transmitted to House, 
Bill Concurred 

SB382 Repeal hydroelectric AIS fees 03/30/21 Tabled in Committee (Fish and 
Game) 

SB384 Revise laws related to AIS hydroelectric fee 03/31/21 Passed in Committee (Fish and 
Game) as amended, new 
version available 

Leg. 
Concepts 

Title Status 
Date 

Status 

LC0024 Create penalties for transportation of aquatic 
invasive species 

12/8/20 Draft on hold 

LC0414 Prohibit garbage feeding to swine, other 
animals 

1/16/20 Draft cancelled; probably dead 

LC1816 Generally revise feral pig notification laws 1/22/21 Draft on hold 
LC1817 Joint Resolution urging MT join interstate 

compact on aquatic invasive species 
12/10/20 Draft on hold 

LC2661 Revise aquatic invasive species funding 12/15/20 Draft on hold 
    

 

https://www.greatlakesnow.org/2021/03/great-lakes-environmental-justice-priority/
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/law0203w$.startup?P_SESS=20211
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20211&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&P_BILL_NO=24&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20211&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&P_BILL_NO=40&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20211&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&P_BILL_NO=42&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20211&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&P_BILL_NO=93&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20211&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=&P_BILL_NO=&P_BILL_DFT_NO=lc2908&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20211&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&P_BILL_NO=40&P_BILL_DFT_NO=&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
https://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=382&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20211
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20211&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=&P_BILL_NO=&P_BILL_DFT_NO=lc1534&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20211&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=&P_BILL_NO=&P_BILL_DFT_NO=lc0024&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20211&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=&P_BILL_NO=&P_BILL_DFT_NO=lc0414&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20211&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=&P_BILL_NO=&P_BILL_DFT_NO=lc1816&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20211&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=&P_BILL_NO=&P_BILL_DFT_NO=lc1817&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20211&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=&P_BILL_NO=&P_BILL_DFT_NO=lc2661&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
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Judicial 
 

Executive 
 
Biden calls for $10B Civilian Climate Corps (3/31/21) 
President Biden today will call for a $10 billion investment in a new national service program 
focused on climate change, echoing proposals from congressional Democrats. The proposed 
Civilian Climate Corps is part of the multitrillion-dollar infrastructure and jobs plan the White 
House outlined today, ahead of Biden's scheduled speech in Pittsburgh this afternoon. 
Congressional lawmakers praised the investment, which mirrors proposals — S. 1057 and H.R. 
2241 — reintroduced this month by Democratic Rep. Joe Neguse of Colorado and by 
Democratic Sens. Chris Coons of Delaware and Martin Heinrich and Ben Ray Luján of New 
Mexico. "I am thrilled that President Biden has placed clean energy and bold investments in 
America's infrastructure at the forefront of his plan to build back better. We have a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to power our economic recovery and put Americans to work by solving our 
long-term climate challenge," Heinrich said in a statement. He added: "Standing up a Civilian 
Climate Corps will provide national service opportunities to a new generation and help power 
our economic recovery. ... This will keep growing our outdoor economy, which was fueling 
some of the fastest job growth in rural communities before the onset of the pandemic. "Neguse 
and Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) likewise urged Biden this month to support the "21st Century 
Conservation Corps Act" — H.R. 1162 and S. 487 — which would similarly create a $9 billion 
jobs program focusing on activities like planting trees, constructing trails, controlling invasive 
species, restoring wetlands and building parks. [Source: Reprinted from Greenwire, 3/31/21, 
with permission from Environment & Energy Publishing, www.eenews.net; ] 

Related: Does Biden's $2 trillion plan to rebuild infrastructure and stop climate change go far 
enough? (4/1/21) 

Biden eyeing 2.7% federal pay raise in 2022 (3/31/21) 
The Biden administration is expected to propose a 2.7% federal pay raise for civilian federal 
employees in 2022. 
 

Congressional 
 

Chairs DeFazio, Napolitano Statements from Hearing on Status of WRDA 2020 Implementation 
(3/23/21) 

 Washington, D.C. - The following are opening remarks, as prepared for delivery, from Chair of 
the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure Peter DeFazio (D-OR) and Chair of 
the Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment Grace F. Napolitano (D-CA) during 
today's hearing titled, "The Water Resources Development Act of 2020: Status of Essential 
Provisions." Chair DeFazio: 

In many ways, the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) for 2020 was ground-
breaking in providing direction to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for carrying out 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/1057
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/2241?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+2241%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/2241?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+2241%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr1162/BILLS-117hr1162ih.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/s487/BILLS-117s487is.pdf
https://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/545892-does-bidens-2-trillion-plan-to-rebuild-infrastructure-and-stop
https://thehill.com/opinion/energy-environment/545892-does-bidens-2-trillion-plan-to-rebuild-infrastructure-and-stop
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/pay/2021/03/biden-eyeing-2-7-federal-pay-raise-in-2022/
https://transportation.house.gov/news/press-releases/chairs-defazio-napolitano-statements-from-hearing-on-status-of-wrda-2020-implementation
https://transportation.house.gov/news/press-releases/chairs-defazio-napolitano-statements-from-hearing-on-status-of-wrda-2020-implementation
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critical navigation, flood damage reduction, and environmental restoration projects. First, 
the bill continued the tradition restarted by former Chair Bill Shuster of moving a new, 
bipartisan WRDA each Congress—representing the fourth consecutive WRDA since 
2014. That would not have been possible without the partnership of Ranking Member 
Sam Graves, Subcommittee Chair Grace Napolitano, and former Subcommittee Ranking 
Member Bruce Westerman, who worked hard in developing this critical legislation—and 
knowing the new Subcommittee Ranking Member, David Rouzer, I feel confident that 
this Congress we will enact the fifth WRDA in a row. 

 
 

Appropriations 
 

House Republicans vote to support earmarks (3/17/21)                 
House Republicans passed a resolution during their conference meeting on Wednesday in 
support of restoring earmarks. The House GOP's 102-84 vote comes as Democrats gear up to 
revive the practice, which allows members to secure federal funding for specific projects. 
Republicans in the lower chamber stopped the practice in 2011, citing a number of controversies 
stemming from earmarks including the so-called Bridge to Nowhere and the Jack Abramoff 
scandal. 
  
 
 

An AIS federal legislative table is posted on the web on the www.westernais.org 
website. Go to https://www.westernais.org/regulations and scroll all the way to the bottom 
 

 
 
TRAININGS, WEBINARS, CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS 

 
 

Archived Materials 
 

Events: Webinars, Trainings, Conferences and Meetings 
 

 
Watercraft Inspection Training 

 
For more information go to https://www.westernais.org/ (under the “Training” tab) or contact 

Quagga D @ (702)236-3814 or quaggadee@cox.net 

Because of continued concerns due to COVID-19 upcoming meetings and 
events listed below may be postponed, cancelled or converted to 

https://thehill.com/homenews/house/543618-house-republicans-vote-to-support-earmarks
http://www.westernais.org/
https://www.westernais.org/regulations
https://www.westernais.org/
mailto:quaggadee@cox.net
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teleconferencing events. Please check directly with the organizers of these 
events for the most up-to-date information. Stay at home if you can, wear a 

mask, and help flatten the curve.  

2021 
 

Archives:  
 

The Proceedings of ICAIS 2019 are now available online at: 
Aquatic Invasions 

https://www.reabic.net/aquaticinvasions/2021/issue1.aspx 
  

Management of Biological Invasions 
https://www.reabic.net/journals/mbi/2021/Issue1.aspx 

 
 
 

April 
 

Save the Date! April 6-8, 2021 
11th Annual Northwest Climate Conference [Virtual] 
https://www.nwclimateconference.org 
 The Washington Invasive Species Council is a proud sponsor of the conference and anticipates 
that invasive species will be on the program. Hope to “see” you there. 

 
The next meeting of the Pacific Ballast Water Group (PBWG) will be April 6-7, 2021. 

 
The WRP will be holding its Mid-Year Meeting Wednesday, April 7th, 11 am-3 pm mountain 
time. This meeting will be hosted through GoToWebinar and will include two hours of 
presentations along with the standard WRP business meeting session.  You can register for the 
event here. 

 
Gulf & South Atlantic Regional Panel Meeting April 21, 2021; Virtual Meeting 

 
2021 Second International Congress of Biological Control (ICBC2) 
Date: Apr 26, 2021 to Apr 30, 2021; Sponsor: International Organisation for Biological Control 
(IOBC) and CAB International (CABI); Venue: Congress Center Davos; Location: Davos, 
Switzerland; Email: info@iobc-icbc.com 
 
Mid-Atlantic Panel on Aquatic Invasive Species Spring Meeting April 28-29,2021; Virtual 
Meeting 
 
Using Genetic Engineering to Combat Invasive Species 
Join us April 29, 2021 at 1:00 pm CDT for the next in our Aquatic Invasive Species Webinar 
Series!  

https://www.reabic.net/aquaticinvasions/2021/issue1.aspx
https://www.reabic.net/journals/mbi/2021/Issue1.aspx
https://www.nwclimateconference.org/
https://www.westernais.org/pacific-ballast-water-group
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2391120444518439435
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/2391120444518439435
https://www.gsarp.org/events/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.iobc-icbc.com/
https://www.midatlanticpanel.org/meetings/upcoming-meeting/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/using-genetic-engineering-to-combat-invasive-species-tickets-142971907825
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About this webinar: Recently developed tools for Precise Genome Engineering have ushered in a 
number of novel proof-of-concept technologies for pest control. Termed ‘genetic biocontrol’, 
these approaches allow researchers to essentially convert the pest organism into a pesticide. 
Released genetically engineered biocontrol agents would spread deleterious genes into the pest 
population, leading to a local eradication. This talk will introduce several types of genetic 
biocontrol, describe how they work, and give a status update on technology development efforts. 
A question-answer period will allow attendees to learn more about this promising and possibly 
transformative class of technologies. 

 
May 

 
International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions XI Annapolis, Maryland, USA, May 10-14, 
2021.  The Society for the Study of Marine Bioinvasions (SSMB) is excited to invite you to 
attend the XIth International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions in Annapolis, Maryland, USA. 
The meeting dates will be May 10-14th, 2021 (including associated activities), and the 
conference will be hosted by the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center’s Marine 
Invasions Lab. We are actively working with the SSMB Scientific Steering Committee to create 
a stimulating and productive program. Information on meeting themes, guest speakers, special 
events, student travel funds, and local attractions will be posted on our website over the coming 
months: http://www.marinebioinvasions.info 
 
NISAW Part II - Outreach and Education 
May 15-22, 2021 
 
The North American Invasive Species Forum, currently scheduled from   May 18 - 20, 2021 in 
Montreal, is an international event encompassing the interests of professionals and organizations 
involved in invasive species management, research, and regulation across North America. The 
Forum will bring together the international invasive species community and will highlight new 
research, emerging issues, success stories and prevention and response initiatives from across 
Canada, Mexico and the U.S.. The forum will also build on the previous North American 
Invasive Species Forum held in 2017. The Canadian Council on Invasive Species is hosting this 
Forum with the support of, and guidance from, an international steering committee representing 
the U.S., Canada, and Mexico. 
 
Northeast Aquatic Nuisance Species Regional Panel Spring Meeting May 18 -19, 2021; Virtual 
Meeting 
 
The International Urban Wildlife Conference will be held VIRTUALLY from May 25-27, 2021. 
This conference will create an interactive forum for urban planners, researchers, city and county 
staff, students, educators, biologists, and ecologists of all backgrounds from across the globe to 
highlight research, case studies, policy initiatives, thought exercises, and discussions related to 
wildlife and natural resources in urban environments. Please keep an eye on our social media for 
more conference updates. Abstracts for oral presentations, posters, organized symposia and 
workshops are due by January 22, 2021. 

 
June 

https://www.marinebioinvasions.info/
http://www.marinebioinvasions.info/
https://www.nisaw.org/nisaw-2021/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://canadainvasives.ca/
https://www.northeastans.org/index.php/home/meetings-and-panel-information/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://urbanwildlifegroup.org/
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The next meeting of the 100th Meridian Initiative Columbia River Basin AIS Team will be 
virtual (all times approximate):   
Tuesday   June 8; 10 am - 2 pm PDT 
Wednesday      June 9; 9 am - 3 pm  PDT 
 
Great Lakes Panel on Aquatic Nuisance Species June 14 – 18, 2021; Virtual Meeting 

 
August 

 
2021 Pacific NorthWest Economic Region 30th Annual Summit 
Date: Aug 15, 2021 to Aug 19, 2021 
Venue: Big Sky Resort 
Location: Big Sky, Montana  
Notes: Rescheduled from 2020 to 2021. 

 
September 

 
The Western Regional Panel on ANS will be hosting their Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City, UT 
the week of September 20-24. If you are interested in presenting at the Annual Meeting, please 
provide an abstract outlining the content of your presentation using this Google form. All 
presentations must be relevant to AIS with particular attention to innovative, forward-thinking 
research and technology. The deadline for submitting abstracts will be May 30th, 2021. The 
WRP Annual Meeting Planning Team will decide which presentations are accepted by June 
2021, and you can expect a notification around that time. 
 
North American Invasive Species Management Association Annual Conference September 27-
30, 2021; Missoula, Montana (with online options) 

 
October  

World Fisheries Congress 11-15 October, 2021 Adelaide, Australia 

November 

AFS has changed the dates for the 151st AFS Annual Meeting in Baltimore to November 6-10, 
2021, from the original date of August 8-12. Please note that this is a Saturday to Wednesday 
meeting schedule rather than the traditional Sunday to Thursday. This change is being made with 
the desire to safely host an in-person meeting and to celebrate our 150th anniversary, albeit one 
year late. The meeting will also include remote participation options and AFS will transition to a 
full virtual option should the COVID-19 situation make that the appropriate and safe choice. 
New deadlines will be provided soon for symposium and abstract submissions. Please check the 
meeting website for updates. 
 
Valuing Water: Economics, Ecology, & Culture 41st International Symposium of the 
North American Lake Management Society November 15–18, 2021 • Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

https://www.westernais.org/regional
https://www.glc.org/work/glpans/meetings?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.pnwer.org/2020-summit-404249.html
http://www.pnwer.org/2020-summit-404249.html
https://westernregionalpanel.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfv35IWWtAtSO5x_tMwwLgd21XR5aIeJNN_n80oerA9dAcuwQ/viewform?usp=sf_link&urp=gmail_link&gxids=7628
https://naisma.org/conferences/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://wfc2020.com.au/
https://fisheries.org/
https://www.nalms.org/
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Innovations in Invasive Species Management Conference and Training 
We welcome everyone back to the Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center in 
Nashville, TN for the 4th annual 2021 Innovations in Invasive Species Conference. 
When: November 29th through December 2nd, 2021 
 
 

2022 

April 

April 18-22 ICAIS Oostende Belgium: The International Conference on Aquatic Invasive 
Species (ICAIS) is the most comprehensive international forum to address new and emerging 
issues related to aquatic invasive species in freshwater, marine and estuarine environments. 

ICAIS provides an international platform for the presentation of aquatic invasive species 
research that pertains to species biology, risk assessment, prevention, management and control 

methods, ecological and ecosystem impacts and restoration, outreach and policy. 

May 

11th International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions May 15-19, 2022; Annapolis, Maryland 

 

______ 

 
TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org. AIS NEWS 
was compiled by Robyn Draheim and Stephen Phillips. Past issues of AIS NEWS can be found @ 
http://www.westernais.org/   under the “News” tab. 

https://www.invasiveplantcontrol.com/conference21/
http://www.icais.org/
http://www.icais.org/
https://www.marinebioinvasions.info/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#:%7E:text=The%20Society%20for%20the%20Study,between%2015%2D19%20May%202022.
mailto:sphillips@psmfc.org
http://www.westernais.org/
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