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RECOMMENDED READING  

 
The Rat Spill 

 
A tiny Alaskan island faces a threat as deadly as an oil spill—rats. 

 
On a late-summer morning in 2018, Paul Melovidov walked into the freezer section of the 

Trident Seafoods processing plant. The weather-beaten building stands where breakwater meets 
land in Saint Paul, Alaska, a community of around 500 residents on an island in the Bering Sea. 
Behind the plant, rows of colorful houses march toward green, treeless hills and the steeple of a 

Russian Orthodox church. Hundreds of kilometers of moody ocean stretch away on all sides. 
Melovidov’s flashlight beam swept the room, then paused in a far corner. At the circle of light’s 

center crouched a rat. 
 

Melovidov, soft-spoken with snowy hair, is the ecosystems coordinator for the Aleut Community 
of St. Paul Island Tribal Government. He’d been trying to catch the rat for a week. That might 

sound inconsequential, but it had big implications for Saint Paul Island, the largest of the Pribilof 
Islands, a critical stronghold for marine life in the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge. 

… 
Entire seabird colonies, even entire species, can vanish into the maw of rats’ hunger. Between 40 
and 60 percent of all recorded bird and reptile extinctions since 1600 have been attributed to rats, 
with Norway, black, and Pacific rats the most destructive species. These losses warp ecosystems. 
Without seabirds and shorebirds to control intertidal invertebrates, for instance, populations can 

surge and decimate seaweed. Deprived of ocean nutrients found in seabird poop, island grassland 

https://www.hakaimagazine.com/features/the-rat-spill/
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can turn to tundra. Rats may have even contributed to the fall of civilization on Easter Island, 
devouring the environment out from underneath its human inhabitants… 

 
[Full Story Here] [Also Available as a Podcast] 

… 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

National Ocean Service, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA), Department of Commerce Request for comments: 

The Harmful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Research and Control Amendments  
 

The Harmful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Research and Control Amendments Act of 2017 
(HABHRCA) provides NOAA with authority to determine that a harmful algal bloom (HAB) or 
hypoxia event in marine or coastal waters is an event of national significance. NOAA may make 
this determination on its own initiative or upon the request of the Governor of an affected state. 
Following an event of national significance determination, NOAA is further authorized to make 

sums available to the affected state or local government for the purposes of assessing and 
mitigating the detrimental environmental, economic, subsistence use, and public health effects of 
the event of national significance. Funds would be subject to the availability of appropriations. 
The Federal share of the cost of any activity carried out for the purposes described above may 
not exceed 50 percent of the cost of that activity. NOAA is soliciting comments to inform the 

development of agency policy for determining HAB and hypoxia events of national significance 
in marine and coastal waters. NOAA will subsequently issue, in the Federal Register, notice of 

availability of the draft policy and provide an opportunity for formal public comment on the draft 
policy after it is prepared. Note that HABHRCA provides the United States Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA) with comparable authority for determining freshwater hypoxia or HAB 
events of national significance. The EPA will issue a separate notice to solicit comments on 

freshwater hypoxia or HAB events. 
Comments must be received on or before Monday, September 9, 2019. 

 
--- 

 
Federal Register: Agency Information Collection Activities; Nonindigenous 

Aquatic Species Sighting Reporting Form and Alert Registration Form 
 

Action: Notice of information collection; request for comment. 
Summary: In accordance with the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, we, the U.S. Geological 

Survey (USGS) are proposing to renew an information collection. Dates: Interested persons are 
invited to submit comments on or before September 13, 2019. 

 
Abstract: America is under siege by many harmful non-native species of plants, animals, and 
microorganisms. More than 6,500 nonindigenous species are now established in the United 

States, posing risks to native species, valued ecosystems, and human and wildlife health. These 
invaders extract a huge cost, an estimated $120 billion per year, to mitigate their harmful 

https://www.hakaimagazine.com/features/the-rat-spill/
https://hakaimagazine.podbean.com/e/the-rat-spill/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/25/2019-15820/notice-of-intent-to-develop-a-policy-for-determining-harmful-algal-bloom-hab-and-hypoxia-events-of
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/25/2019-15820/notice-of-intent-to-develop-a-policy-for-determining-harmful-algal-bloom-hab-and-hypoxia-events-of
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/25/2019-15820/notice-of-intent-to-develop-a-policy-for-determining-harmful-algal-bloom-hab-and-hypoxia-events-of
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/15/2019-14916/agency-information-collection-activities-nonindigenous-aquatic-species-sighting-reporting-form-and
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/15/2019-14916/agency-information-collection-activities-nonindigenous-aquatic-species-sighting-reporting-form-and
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impacts. The current annual environmental, economic, and health-related costs of invasive 
species exceed those of all other natural disasters combined. 

 
Through its Invasive Species Program,  the USGS plays an important role in federal efforts to 

combat invasive species in natural and semi-natural areas through early detection and assessment 
of newly established invaders; monitoring of invading populations; and improving understanding 

of the ecology of invaders and factors in the resistance of habitats to invasion. The USGS 
provides the tools, technology, and information supporting efforts to prevent, contain, control, 

and manage invasive species nationwide. To meet user needs, the USGS also develops methods 
for compiling and synthesizing accurate and reliable data and information on invasive species for 

inclusion in a distributed and integrated web-based information system. 
 

As part of the USGS Invasive Species Program, the Nonindigenous Aquatic Species (NAS) 
database <http://nas.er.usgs.gov/> functions as a repository and clearinghouse for occurrence 

information on nonindigenous aquatic species from across the United States. It contains locality 
information on approximately 1,300 species of vertebrates, invertebrates, and vascular plants 
introduced since 1850. Taxa include foreign species as well as those native to North America 

that have been transported outside of their natural range. The NAS website provides immediate 
access to new occurrence records through a real-time interface with the NAS database. Visitors 
to the website can use a set of predefined queries to obtain lists of species according to state or 

hydrologic basin of interest. Fact sheets, distribution maps, and information on new occurrences 
are continually posted and updated. Dynamically generated species distribution maps show the 

spatial accuracy of the locations reported, population status, and links to more information about 
each report. 

 
--- 

 
The US Coast Guard seeks comments on its Draft Policy Letter on the Coast 

Guard's Process To Accept Proposed Type-Approval Testing Protocols for Ballast 
Water Management Systems (BWMS) That Render Organisms in Ballast Water 

Nonviable 
 

The Coast Guard announces the availability of a draft policy letter that establishes the Coast 
Guard's proposed acceptance of type-approval testing protocols for BWMS that render nonviable 
(meaning “permanently incapable of reproduction”) organisms in ballast water and may be used 
in addition to the methods established under existing regulations; the process for accepting type-
approval testing protocols for BWMS, if any, that render nonviable organisms in ballast water 

and may be used in addition to the methods established under existing regulations which 
includes: The process for incorporating accepted protocols into the type-approval procedures 
established under existing regulations; the acceptance of laboratories to evaluate applicable 

treatment technologies; and the certification of BWMS that render nonviable organisms in ballast 
water. This notice solicits public comments on the draft policy letter that is entitled TYPE 
APROVAL METHODS FOR BALLAST WATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEMS THAT 

RENDER NONVIABLE ORGANISMS IN BALLAST WATER, hereinafter referred to in this 
notice as the “draft policy letter.” 

http://nas.er.usgs.gov/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/31/2019-16305/draft-policy-letter-on-the-coast-guards-process-to-accept-proposed-type-approval-testing-protocols
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/31/2019-16305/draft-policy-letter-on-the-coast-guards-process-to-accept-proposed-type-approval-testing-protocols
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/31/2019-16305/draft-policy-letter-on-the-coast-guards-process-to-accept-proposed-type-approval-testing-protocols
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/31/2019-16305/draft-policy-letter-on-the-coast-guards-process-to-accept-proposed-type-approval-testing-protocols
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Full Federal Register Notice Here  

 
This document has a comment period that ends 09/30/2019 

 
--- 

 
 

NEW SPECIES SIGHTINGS 
 

Want to get more new species alerts? 
USGS NAS: https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx 

IMAP INVASIVES: https://www.imapinvasives.org 
 
 

DRESISSENIDS 
 
MINNESOTA 
Zebra mussels confirmed in McCarron Lake in Ramsey County (8/22/19) 

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources has confirmed zebra mussels in 
McCarron Lake in Ramsey County. A person trained in invasive species detection found 
six zebra mussels near the public access. A DNR survey found six additional zebra 
mussels north and south of the public access. In both cases, the zebra mussels were 
attached to rocks and muskgrass in 1 to 3 feet of water. Ramsey County staff conducted a 
targeted search and confirmed a lakewide zebra mussel presence. 

 
TEXAS 
Dreissena polymorpha (zebra mussel) was found in Buchanan-Lyndon B. Johnson Lakes, TX at 
Thomas C. Ferguson Power Plant in Horseshoe Bay [USGS NAS Report] and at Drainage: 
Austin-Travis Lakes in Lake Lyndon B. Johnson at Wirtz Dam [USGS NAS Report] 
 
 

OTHER AIS 
 
CALIFORNIA 
Apalone spinifera (Spiny Softshell turtle) was found in the Santa Isabelle Channel, seen from the 
23rd street foot bridge in Upper Newport Bay Nature Preserve managed by Orange County 
Parks. [USGS NAS Report] 
 
COLORADO 
Potamopyrgus antipodarum (New Zealand mudsnail) was found in a Lake Capote, outside 
Pagosa Springs [Stollsteimer Creek] [USGS NAS Report] 
 
GREAT LAKES 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/07/31/2019-16305/draft-policy-letter-on-the-coast-guards-process-to-accept-proposed-type-approval-testing-protocols
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx
https://www.imapinvasives.org/
http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/2019/08/22/zebra-mussels-confirmed-in-mccarron-lake-in-ramsey-county/
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/SpResults.aspx?SpeciesID=5
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1613734
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1613735
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/SpResults.aspx?SpeciesID=1274
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1613940
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/SpResults.aspx?SpeciesID=1008
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1613855
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[Scientific Publication] Elizabeth A. Whitmore, Joseph K. Connolly, Kay Van Damme, James 
M. Watkins, Elizabeth K. Hinchey and Lars G. Rudstam. 2019. First record of the Neotropical 
cladoceran Diaphanosoma fluviatile Hansen, 1899 in the Great Lakes basin. Bioinvasions 
Records. Vol 3 pp 614–622) 
 
KANSAS 
Palaemonetes kadiakensis (Mississippi Grass Shrimp) was found in a western scour hole in 
wetlands surrounding Sherman Army airfield at Fort Leavenworth Kansas [USGS NAS Report] 
 
TEXAS 
Craspedacusta sowerbyi (freshwater jellyfish) was found in New Terrell City Lake, Terrell 
Texas [USGS NAS Report] 

WATCH LIST 
 
Be on the lookout for Bacopa rotundifolia along the Columbia River.  Contact: Mark D. Sytsma 
(503) 307-6131 mark.sytsma@pdx.edu 
 
 

 
DREISSENID MUSSELS

 
 

Videos: 
 Okanagan Tourism is at Risk 

Understanding the Zebra Mussels Problem [Texas] 
Gov. Noem provides advice on stopping spread of zebra mussels [South Dakota] 

 
Zebra Mussels Are Infesting Texas Lakes. There’s Only One Way to Stop Them. (8/13/19) 

… ‘Unfortunately, once zebra mussels get into a water body, there is currently nothing 
that can be done to manage them. They are prolific, they are cryptic, and they hide in 
every small crevice of a lake. Dewatering water bodies does not kill all of them. There 
are no feasible chemical controls—especially not on the scale of a lake. Prevention is the 
only weapon we have.’ 
 

[Montana] Dogs, Subs Are Newest AIS Detection Tools (8/15/19) 
Dogs and submarines took center stage at the Flathead Lake Biological Station open 
house last week as a large crowd learned more about the station’s efforts to detect and 
prevent aquatic invasive species from entering lakes and waterways in the Flathead Lake 
watershed. Phil Matson, who coordinates the bio station’s efforts to detect and prevent 
aquatic invasive species, pointed out the current focus of those efforts is quagga and 
zebra mussels. 
Related: Clarity Level Of Flathead Lake Leads Montana (8/21/19) 

 
[Texas] Austin’s zebra mussel problem could cause more toxic algae blooms, experts say 
(8/16/19) 

https://www.reabic.net/journals/bir/2019/Issue3.aspx
https://www.reabic.net/journals/bir/2019/Issue3.aspx
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/SpResults.aspx?SpeciesID=2620
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1613829
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/SpResults.aspx?SpeciesID=1068
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/CollectionInfo.aspx?SpeciesID=1068
https://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=baro
mailto:307-6131mark.sytsma@pdx.edu
https://infotel.ca/newsitem/invasive-mussels-could-cost-millions-of-tourism-dollars-environmental-group-warns/it64850
https://news.utexas.edu/2019/08/20/video-understanding-the-zebra-mussels-problem/
https://kelo.com/news/articles/2019/aug/20/watch-gov-noem-provides-advise-and-stopping-spread-on-zebra-mussels/929193/
https://www.texasmonthly.com/travel/zebra-mussels-texas-lakes/
https://www.dailyinterlake.com/local_news/20190815/dogs_subs_are_newest_ais_detection_tools
https://www.dailyinterlake.com/local_news/20190821/clarity_level_of_flathead_lake_leads_montana
https://www.statesman.com/news/20190816/austins-zebra-mussel-problem-could-cause-more-toxic-algae-blooms-experts-say
https://www.statesman.com/news/20190816/austins-zebra-mussel-problem-could-cause-more-toxic-algae-blooms-experts-say
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Blue-green algal blooms aren’t anything new for Lady Bird Lake. Every few years, they 
undergo rapid unchecked growth, generally at the end of the summer, when the water is 
warmest and at low levels. The algae likely are present in just about every natural body of 
water in the country, but typically at such low concentrations that they’re not a public 
health concern… But if you remember February’s foul-smelling water crisis in Austin, 
you also know that blue-green algae aren’t the only problematic organism in Lady Bird 
Lake. As of May 2017, the lake also has seen the invasion of zebra mussels, notorious for 
clogging water systems and power plant pipes, along with covering just about every 
surface imaginable in the environments where they’ve set up shop. Research in lakes 
across North America indicate there might be an even more severe problem with zebra 
mussels: They increase the concentration of some types of blue-green algae. 
Related: Why invasive zebra mussels are costing taxpayers (8/16/19) 

 
[Michigan] Pilot study on invasive mussels underway at Sleeping Bear Dunes (8/25/19) 

… The study underway builds off the success of that prior project, Jensen said. It 
involves the application of an inert, or dead, bacteria in a compound called Zequanox, a 
molluscicide designed to target zebra and quagga mussels without affecting native mussel 
species. The compound disrupts the invasive mussels’ ability to consume nutrients and 
they eventually die. Christian said treatment requires areas on the reef kept beneath 
plastic tarps up to about 8 hours so the concentration of the molluscicide injected into a 
containment area’s water is maintained until the material eventually degrades… 
 

[Texas] Mussel Detection Dogs returning to Lake Meredith (8/28/19) 
Texas Parks & Wildlife reports there are 17 lakes in Texas with confirmed cases of 
Invasive Zebra Mussels. The National Park Service at Lake Meredith National Recreation 
Area is taking preventive action to keep the lake from becoming contaminated. Starting 
Friday, a team of mussel detection dogs will be inspecting boats at Sanford Yake to 
ensure boats are not carrying Aquatic Invasive Species. Any boat found with Mussels 
will not be allowed to launch until its been decontaminated. 
 

[Manitoba] Beach communities seek solution for zebra mussel dilemma (8/29/19) 
Manitoba beach communities are fighting back against zebra mussels but, so far, it’s a 
losing battle. The Rural Municipality of Alexander (some 100 kilometres northeast of 
Winnipeg) is mulling its options after a pilot project beach cleanup in June showed, even 
with significant financial investment, the pervasiveness of the invasive species. 
 

[Montana] Yellow Bay Biological Station and CSKT conduct search for DNA evidence of 
invasive mussels in Flathead Lake (8/29/19) 

Three times a year the Yellow Bay Biological Station takes environmental DNA (eDNA) 
samples at 31 locations on Flathead Lake seeking but hoping not to find eDNA evidence 
of zebra and/or quagga mussels in the near pristine water-body. An infestation of the 
aquatic invasive species (AIS) would be a devastating blow to the ecology and economy 
of Mother Nature’s crowning water jewel in the Flathead River Basin. Once zebra and 
quagga mussels become established in a water body, they are nearly impossible to 
eradicate. It’s best to head them off at the pass. That is what the Confederated Salish and 

https://www.ksat.com/news/news-at-9/why-invasive-zebra-mussels-are-costing-taxpayers
https://www.record-eagle.com/news/local_news/pilot-study-on-invasive-mussels-underway-at-sleeping-bear-dunes/article_29993224-c446-11e9-bc3e-436cd9e53676.html
https://abc7amarillo.com/news/local/mussel-detection-dogs-returning-to-lake-meredith
https://www.winnipegfreepress.com/local/beach-communities-seek-solution-for-zebra-mussel-dilemma-558734042.html
http://www.charkoosta.com/news/yellow-bay-biological-station-and-cskt-conduct-search-for-dna/article_8d89ff6e-ca83-11e9-994c-5711447f4199.html
http://www.charkoosta.com/news/yellow-bay-biological-station-and-cskt-conduct-search-for-dna/article_8d89ff6e-ca83-11e9-994c-5711447f4199.html
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Kootenai Tribes and the Biological Station, as well as the Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Parks are trying to do. 
 
 

 
BOAT INSPECTION/DECON/TECH NEWS 

 
 
[Nevada] NID program looks to protect local reservoirs from invasive aquatic mussels (8/14/19) 

With boating season in high gear, efforts continue to protect local reservoirs from aquatic 
invasive species. Nevada Irrigation District (NID) is working to keep quagga and zebra 
mussels out of its reservoirs through boater education and a self-inspection program, as 
well as quarterly monitoring at Scotts Flat, Rollins and Combie reservoirs. 
 

[Montana] Smiles And Information Are Building Support From Boaters (8/15/19) 
Lacey and Mitchell work the night shift, 7 p.m. to 7 a.m., patiently watching for boats 
going by on the highway. Most people hauling boats pull into the inspection station 
willingly. Lacey jumps up to greet them with a wide smile like she’s their best friend. In 
some ways, she could be, as a devoted part the bulwark between Montana’s beautiful, 
clean lakes, and the nightmare of a potential mussel invasion. Her smile, though, and 
Mitchell’s friendliness too, have helped make friends and supporters out of those who 
must stop repeatedly… 
 

Record number of boat decontaminations in Arizona helps fight spread of aquatic invasives in 
Western states (8/22/19) 

The Arizona Game and Fish Department (AZGFD) continues to help prevent the spread 
of aquatic invasive species (AIS), and it seems the ramifications are being felt throughout 
some Western U.S. states. During the 2018-19 fiscal year, AZGFD decontaminated a 
record 237 boats — up from 159 the previous fiscal year. This increase in 
decontaminations also has helped some Western states, namely Idaho and Utah, curtail 
accumulations of AIS. 
 

Protecting the Snake River from invasive species (9/1/19) 
Non-native quagga and zebra mussels pose a threat to the Snake River. A new video 
shows how Idaho Power and state agencies work to keep these tiny invaders out of the 
river and to develop a plan in case they show up here. 
 

[Utah] Division of Wildlife Resources: 44 citations issued during Labor Day weekend due to 
quagga mussels in Lake Powell (9/3/19) 

Forty-four citations were issued and 98 boats had to be decontaminated due to the threat 
of spreading quagga mussels in Lake Powell over the holiday weekend, state wildlife 
officials said. In all, Utah Division of Wildlife Resources officers inspected more than 
2,700 boats at Lake Powell from Friday through Monday, according to DWR Lt. Scott 
Dalebout. 
 
 

https://yubanet.com/regional/nid-program-looks-to-protect-local-reservoirs-from-invasive-aquatic-mussels/
https://www.leaderadvertiser.com/local_news/20190815/smiles_and_information_are_building_support_from_boaters
https://www.azgfd.com/record-number-of-boat-decontaminations-in-arizona-helps-fight-spread-of-aquatic-invasives-in-western-states/
https://www.azgfd.com/record-number-of-boat-decontaminations-in-arizona-helps-fight-spread-of-aquatic-invasives-in-western-states/
https://magicvalley.com/news/local/protecting-the-snake-river-from-invasive-species/article_559fc4d6-200d-5486-9fc2-dc4f5f3d0273.html
https://www.ksl.com/article/46631668/44-citations-issued-during-labor-day-weekend-due-to-quagga-mussels-in-lake-powell
https://www.ksl.com/article/46631668/44-citations-issued-during-labor-day-weekend-due-to-quagga-mussels-in-lake-powell
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BALLAST WATER/BIOFOULING 
 

 
Community Gets Inside Look at UW-Superior's Ballast Water Treatment Facility (8/20/19) 

"It's really important that people know that we're working on a solution to that problem, 
and that is happening right in their backyard," said Kelsey Prihoda, a researcher for the 
Lake Superior Research Institute. That solution is coming through the University of 
Wisconsin-Superior's ballast water treatment facility. On Tuesday, the community was 
able to check it out for themselves. "I think people are curious about what we do around 
here, and we want to be able to just tell people a little bit about the issue of aquatic 
nuisance species in the Great Lakes," said Prihoda. 
 

BWMC poll: malfunctions still an issue for users (8/22/19) 
The number of participants is unknown, but judging by the questions asked at the end of 
the webinar, most of those taking part were directly involved in purchasing and/or 
operating ballast water management systems at a fleet or vessel level. Turning to 
participants in the webinar that had installed ballast water treatment systems, the poll 
results showed over half the respondents had experienced malfunctions (see image 
above). Malfunctioning filters was high on the list, with one participant reporting it takes 
four to five hours to clean the filters on his vessel’s unnamed ballast water treatment 
system followed by only two hours of operation before having to clean the filters again. 

 
Battle looms over laws to slow spread of invasive species in Great Lakes (8/26/19) 

More than 20 years of federal and state efforts to regulate ballast water have slowed the 
introduction of new species to the Great Lakes, which are located in both the United 
States and Canada. But those regulations exempt “lakers” — hulking freighters traveling 
exclusively within the Great Lakes — and researchers say that helps invasive species 
spread after they arrive. 
Related: Great Lakes freighters may have to treat ballast water to curb invasive species 
(8/27/19) 
 

Ballast water log requirements on United States West Coast (8/26/19) 
Members are advised that environmental inspectors on the United States West Coast have 
recently issued notices of violations to ships that lacked proper ballast water handling 
logs. California, Oregon and Washington all require ballast water reporting on a tank-by-
tank basis. Additionally, all three states require that the ballast water log book show 
ballast activities for each ballast tank and that such documentation be made available to 
inspectors for two years. Additionally, Oregon and Washington require recording the 
exact time and position of the start and stop of ballast water exchange or treatment 
operations for each tank.  
 

Researchers Develop Groundbreaking Process to Study Barnacle Glue, Could Save Navy 
Millions (8/27/19) 

These small but mighty crustaceans create a cement-like adhesive layer that is difficult to 
remove once applied. The adhesive layer, called barnacle glue, is made of proteins that 
have remained mysterious to researchers. Researchers believe identifying the proteins is 

https://www.wdio.com/news/community-tours-ballast-water-facility/5464096/
https://www.rivieramm.com/news-content-hub/news-content-hub/positive-result-from-ballast-water-convention-webinar-poll-55991
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-environment-watch/battle-looms-over-laws-slow-spread-invasive-species-great-lakes
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2019/08/27/great-lakes-freighters-may-have-to-treat-ballast-water-to-curb-invasive-species
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2019/08/27/great-lakes-freighters-may-have-to-treat-ballast-water-to-curb-invasive-species
https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/ballast-water-log-requirements-on-united-states-west-coast/
https://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=110693
https://www.navy.mil/submit/display.asp?story_id=110693
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the first step toward understanding the glue, and ultimately developing materials to 
effectively combat the glue’s adhesive qualities. “If we can figure out how to make them 
not attach as well, they will be easier to remove or [ensure] they just won’t attach,” 
Schultzhaus said. “That would save the Navy a lot of money.” 
 

Type-approved, USCG-compliant ballast water treatment systems now widely available (9/4/19) 
The IMO Ballast Water Management (BWM) Convention will definitely be implemented 
as of September 2019. In view of the initial lack of suitable ballast water treatment 
systems (BWTS) on the market, open questions regarding the technical maturity of the 
systems, disputes about the approval processes and the enormous costs of achieving 
compliance, a number of governments and the International Chamber of Shipping (ICS) 
had urged the IMO to delay the implementation dates for BWTS installation by two 
years. 
 

MARINE  
 

 
Video: 

Find Out How Lionfish Harvest Works and  
See These Delicious Fish Go From Sea to Table 

 
[Washington] This hungry crab has been found along Whatcom’s shores. Here’s why we don’t 
want it here (9/3/19) 

Considered one of the world’s worst invasive species, Carcinus maenas are voracious 
eaters and skilled predators that could prey on native shore crab species, compete with 
native fish for food and hurt the shellfish industry here, according to Washington Sea 
Grant. 
Related: Invasive green crab remains present across peninsula (9/4/19) 

 
 
DLNR, fishermen tackle the black-chin tilapia invasion on Kauai’s North Shore (9/2/19) 

Fishermen partnered with the state Department of Land and Natural Resources this Labor 
Day weekend in an effort to catch invasive black-chin tilapia on Kaua’i’s North Shore. 
DLNR’s Division of Aquatic Resources received reports of an influx of the invasive fish 
along the Na Pali coast. The aggressive fish poses a threat to native species. Officials 
think the tilapia along the coast may have washed into the ocean from a ditch systems on 
the west side of the island. “They haven’t been here so this is a new thing and we don’t 
want them to get established in here, so trying to get them out before everything becomes 
a breeding population,” Kaili Shayler of the DLNR aquatic resources division said. 
 

Don’t Believe the Hype: The Pumice Raft Won’t Save the Great Barrier Reef (8/30/19) 
So it seems unlikely the raft will help the reef—or hurt it, for that matter. The raft is 
really fascinating. It’s supercool: there was an underwater volcanic event that released all 
this material that wound up creating this huge pumice plume that clung together. And 
yes, all sorts of marine life will colonize that. It would be really interesting to sample it 
along the way to see the time series: what colonizes it early, what colonizes it later, what 

https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/type-approved-uscg-compliant-ballast-water-treatment-systems-now-widely-available/
https://spacecoastdaily.com/2019/08/watch-find-out-how-lionfish-harvest-works-and-how-these-delicious-fish-go-from-sea-to-table/
https://spacecoastdaily.com/2019/08/watch-find-out-how-lionfish-harvest-works-and-how-these-delicious-fish-go-from-sea-to-table/
https://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/local/article234400562.html#storylink=cpy
https://www.bellinghamherald.com/news/local/article234400562.html#storylink=cpy
https://www.sequimgazette.com/news/invasive-green-crab-remains-present-across-peninsula/
https://www.hawaiinewsnow.com/2019/09/03/dlnr-fishermen-tackle-black-chin-tilapia-invasion-kauais-north-shore/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/dont-believe-the-hype-the-pumice-raft-wont-save-the-great-barrier-reef/
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colonizes it as it passes certain parts of the ocean. That would give us a better 
understanding of the ecological relevance of these rafts, too. There are only a handful of 
papers about them, and the events don't happen very often. The bummer of this story is 
that it got sensationalized. It got twisted into how this raft is somehow going to save the 
Great Barrier Reef. Crazy. 

 
 

AQUACULTURE 
 

 
Debate sparked by Gulf of Mexico seriola farm scheme (9/4/19) 

 
The CEO of Kampachi has launched a rugged defence of his plans to establish the first 
finfish aquaculture installation in US Federal waters outside Hawaii following objections 
from a leading environmental NGO. 

FISH 
 

  
Video: 

Tracking the threat of an invasive species: Tench 
'Carp Cowboys' keep invasive flying fish at bay 

 
Taste testing Asian carp: Effort to market the invasive fish for consumer consumption continues 
(8/14/19) 

There's been little consumer market in the U.S. for eating Asian carp. State and federal 
agencies have used funds to incentivize commercial fishing to harvest the invasive 
species. However, most are sent overseas. American consumers have seemingly been 
scared away by the fish's name. However, unlike common carp, Asian carp aren't bottom 
feeders. They feed on phytoplankton and zooplankton. "A lot of the world is already 
eating this fish," Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency Chief of Fisheries Frank Fiss told 
the Times Free Press last week. "We were open-minded enough to try it, and it's very 
good meat. It's white meat. It takes seasoning very well. It's hard to overcook, which is 
good, because I don't like when people overcook my fish." 

 
Lower Mississippi River Basin Asian Carp Control Strategy Framework (8/19) 

The MICRA website (http://www.micrarivers.org/asian-carp-plans-and-reports/) now 
hosts Final Asian Carp Frameworks for the entire Mississippi River Basin, which 
includes numerous WRP member organizations.   
 

Record-breaking 7.5 million non-native American shad in Columbia dwarfs salmon returns 
(8/26/19) 

American shad, a silvery bullet of a fish whose home waters are on the East Coast of the 
U.S., migrated into the Columbia River basin this year in record numbers. Nearly 7.5 
million of the 18-inch, 3 to 8 pound fish crossed Bonneville Dam, more than four times 
the number of salmon and steelhead that have crossed the dam this year. 

 

https://thefishsite.com/articles/debate-sparked-by-gulf-of-mexico-seriola-farm-scheme
https://montrealgazette.com/news/local-news/watch-tracking-the-threat-of-an-invasive-species-tench
https://abc7chicago.com/pets-animals/carp-cowboys-keep-invasive-flying-fish-at-bay/5510055/
https://www.timesfreepress.com/news/local/story/2019/aug/14/taste-testing-asicarp-effort-market-invasive/501157/
https://www.timesfreepress.com/news/local/story/2019/aug/14/taste-testing-asicarp-effort-market-invasive/501157/
http://www.micrarivers.org/asian-carp-plans-and-reports
https://www.chinookobserver.com/news/local/record-breaking-million-non-native-american-shad-in-columbia-dwarfs/article_3dfc74f8-c5f2-11e9-934b-534e02bf9b4d.html
https://www.chinookobserver.com/news/local/record-breaking-million-non-native-american-shad-in-columbia-dwarfs/article_3dfc74f8-c5f2-11e9-934b-534e02bf9b4d.html
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PUDS, Tribes Asking For Help From Anglers In Reducing Northern Pike Numbers Above 
Grand Coulee; $10 For Every Pike Head (8/29/19)  

Chelan, Douglas, and Grant PUDs are partnering with Eastern Washington tribes in 
asking for the public’s help in combating northern pike. Northern pike are an invasive 
species of fish that can decimate salmon populations. Originally from Eastern Canada, 
northern pike have no predators other than humans in our region. The fish lay more eggs 
and grow faster than most other species, and eat almost anything, including juvenile and 
adult salmon. “Those fish are just nasty, voracious predators and we just don’t want them 
anywhere near salmon.” Grant PUD Public Affairs Officer Christine Pratt said, “They 
have no other predator besides humans and they eat virtually everything. They even will 
eat smaller members of their own species. I think they’ve even been found with ducklings 
in their stomachs.” 

 
AQUATIC PLANTS 

 
 
[Scientific Publication] Schwoerer, Tobias; Little, Joseph M.; and Adkison, Milo D. (2019) 
"Aquatic Invasive Species Change Ecosystem Services from the World's Largest Wild Sockeye 
Salmon Fisheries in Alaska," Journal of Ocean and Coastal Economics: Vol. 6: Iss. 1, Article 2.  
DOI: https://doi.org/10.15351/2373-8456.1094  
 
Flowering Rush Management Plan (08/20/19) 

A regional perspective on flowering rush management calls for a regional management 
plan. This plan was created in 2019 by a collaborative team of contributors across the 
Pacific Northwest. The following topics, and others, are addressed in the management 
plan: 

• Ecological Impacts 
• Distribution on the Columbia Basin 
• Policy 
• Management Options 
• Implementation Strategies 

To download the complete management plan, follow the link below. 

Columbia Basin CWMA Flowering Rush Management Plan 

 
 
[New Hampshire] Solar boat-cleaning unit battles invasive weeds (8/20/19) 

…The main tool to fight this is cleaning stations at boat ramps. The nonprofit NH 
LAKES recently deployed the first waterless watercraft cleaning unit in the Northeast—
the CD3 Clean, Drain, Dry & Dispose Unit. This mobile, solar-powered CD3 unit is 
visiting public boat ramps throughout the state helping boaters prevent the spread of 
invasive species. By using the CD3, boaters can clean, drain, and dry their boat, trailer, 
and gear to prevent the spread of invasive species from waterbody to waterbody. 
 

https://www.kpq.com/grant-pud-tribes-asking-for-help-in-eradicating-northern-pike/
https://www.kpq.com/grant-pud-tribes-asking-for-help-in-eradicating-northern-pike/
https://cbe.miis.edu/joce/vol6/iss1/2/
https://cbe.miis.edu/joce/vol6/iss1/2/
https://doi.org/10.15351/2373-8456.1094
http://columbiabasincwma.org/flowering-rush-management-plan/
http://columbiabasincwma.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/2019-ISAN_Flowering-Rush_Report-FINAL-Low-Res-082019-1.pdf
https://granitegeek.concordmonitor.com/2019/08/20/solar-boat-cleaning-unit-battles-invasive-weeds/
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Fungus Fights Oxygen-Sucking Water Weed Share (9/19) 
In parts of the South, there are stories about an invasive floating weed, which forms such 
a dense mass that it enables small animals to walk across water. This weed, called giant 
salvinia, is an exotic fern from South America that invades ponds, lakes, and other 
waterways in the United States. It damages aquatic ecosystems by outgrowing and 
replacing native plants that provide food and habitat for native animals and waterfowl. 
Agricultural Research Service (ARS) scientists are testing a naturally occurring fungus 
(Myrothecium spp.) against giant salvinia to help control it. Initial tests have found that 
the fungus stops this problematic weed from growing and even can kill it. 

 
 

OTHER FRESHWATER 
 

 
Environmental DNA proves the expansion of invasive crayfish habitats (8/22/19) 

Environmental DNA (eDNA) has successfully proven the presence of invasive crayfish 
in almost all the small streams around Lake Akan in Japan, suggesting that eDNA 
analysis is an efficient and highly sensitive method to assess the distribution of aquatic 
organisms. [Full study] 

 
Invasive turtles impact western pond turtles (8/27/19) 

When Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles became popular, tons of people wanted red-eared 
sliders, the species they were based off of, as pets. But after a few years, the turtles got 
larger, meaner, and smellier, and people took them outside and let them go. Other people 
bought them super cheaply, and some even used them in a Buddhist tradition where they 
release them to accrue karma. But now, the sliders are globally invasive, from the U.S, to 
Europe, to eastern Asia to New Zealand. Researchers wanted to find out if the invasive 
species was impacting western pond turtles, a species found from Mexico to British 
Columbia that’s currently under review for listing under the Endangered Species Act. In a 
study published in PeerJ, researchers trapped and studied both red-eared sliders and 
western pond turtles in the University of California, Davis’s Arboretum waterway. 

 
CLIMATE CHANGE 

 
 

NOAA: New Marine Heatwave Emerges off West Coast, Resembles 'the Blob' (9/4/19) 

About five years ago “the Blob” of warm ocean water disrupted the West Coast marine 
ecosystem and depressed salmon returns. Now, a new expanse of unusually warm water 
has quickly grown in much the same way, in the same area, to almost the same size. 

 
Introduced species adapt rapidly to new climate niches (8/20/19) 

“Introduced species can provide this natural experiment of what happens when you toss 
species in a completely different climate — can they survive or not?” said John Wiens, a 

https://tellus.ars.usda.gov/stories/articles/fungus-fights-oxygen-sucking-water-weed/?utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New%29
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/08/190821105507.htm
http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/704998
https://wildlife.org/invasive-turtles-impact-western-pond-turtles/
https://peerj.com/articles/7444/
https://swfsc.noaa.gov/news.aspx?ParentMenuId=200&id=23360
https://swfsc.noaa.gov/news.aspx?ParentMenuId=200&id=23360
https://wildlife.org/introduced-species-adapt-rapidly-to-new-climate-niches/?utm_source=getresponse&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=special_ewildlifer_us_fws&utm_content=This+Week%27s+eWildlifer+%26+TWS+Talks
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professor in ecology and evolutionary biology at the University of Arizona and the lead 
author of a study published recently in the Journal of Biogeography. 
 

Michigan’s Sleeping Bear gets hot wake up call (8/26/19) 
“Native species declining because they can’t adapt to warmer temperatures leave 
openings for those invasive species to move in,” Howard said. “If you make pathways for 
native species, you make pathways for invasive species.” In a landscape that has already 
struggled to fight off at least one invasive species, climate change could be leading to 
more disruptions by other invasive species moving north. 
 

Scientists studying effects of climate change, invasives in Minnesota — plant by plant (8/26/19) 
…“It’s everything from long-term climate change to increasing invasive species to 
changes in how we use the land,” said Hannah Texler, plant survey supervisor for the 
DNR’s Minnesota Biological Survey, who manages the overall project.  “It’s important 
for us to understand how all of those stressors are impacting vegetation so we can do a 
good job of managing and protecting our land.” 
 

 
 

OTHER 
 

 
[Michigan] New story map documents invasive species program (9/5/19) 

Since its inception in 2014, the Michigan Invasive Species Grant Program has allocated 
over $18.5 million in grants to universities, non-profits and units of government to 
prevent, detect and manage invasive species in Michigan. Now, you can see all 112 
grant-funded projects in one place with the MISGP story map, a digital multimedia tool 
that allows you to explore efforts in your area and across the state to protect our forests, 
waters and open spaces from the effects of invasive species. You can access the story 
map on the MISGP website at Michigan.gov/MISGP. 
 

Patagonia’s Phantom Forests and the Invasive Beavers that Haunt Them (8/27/19) 
In 1946, the Argentinian military saw their northern neighbors reap the profits from the 
fur trade and decided to relocate 10 pairs of beavers to Tierra del Fuego, in an effort to 
attract more residents and stimulate a fur-trade of their own. It was a disaster and the 
beaver population, left uncontested, grew exponentially and rapidly spread throughout 
Patagonia. A recent article on National Geographic by Haley Gilliland states, “Left 
largely unchecked since then, the Global Environment Fund estimates the beaver 
population has grown to 110,000 in Patagonia and Tierra del Fuego.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jbi.13649
http://greatlakesecho.org/2019/08/26/michigans-sleeping-bear-gets-hot-wake-up-call/
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2019/08/27/how-do-you-learn-about-minns-changing-landscape-plant-by-plant
https://www.dailypress.net/sports/outdoors/2019/08/new-story-map-documents-invasive-species-program/
https://midnr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=74ad7dcac8dd4890b91da3fe9239dab5
https://www.islandconservation.org/patagonias-phantom-forests-beavers/
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JOBS/GRANTS 
 

 
JOBS 

 
The Olympic National Forest will be hiring an Invasive Plant Program Coordinator within the 
next few months, so I’m working on getting information about this opportunity out to as many 
people as possible. This is only the initial outreach which helps us gauge the level of interest in 
the position; the job announcement itself (where you actually apply for the job) will be posted at 
USA Jobs in the near future. If you know of anyone who might be interested, please pass this on! 

 In short, this is a GS 07/09 permanent, year round position for an Invasive Plant Program 
Coordinator stationed in Olympia, WA. A key duty of the position will involve leading 
the implementation of invasive plant treatments, including pre-field season planning, 
hiring seasonal employees, and data management/entry. During the summer field season 
we have a small crew that completes treatments throughout the Forest; the coordinator 
will spend the majority of their time during those months working with them. There will 
be a lot of overnight travel during the summer field season. Maintaining existing 
relationships with our partners, and developing new ones will be a critical element of the 
job. Writing and submitting grants, and developing and managing agreements with 
outside partners will also be part of the position. The coordinator will lead outreach, 
education and prevention efforts related to invasive species, both on and off-Forest. There 
will be some time dedicated to seed collection and assisting with planting at restoration 
sites. 
Since this position will be hired as a Botanist under the Federal 0430 series, to qualify 
applicants must either have a degree in Botany, or 24 semester credits related to botany 
plus relevant work experience. Pay depends on experience, but starting wages typically 
range between $22 - $27/hr. 

  
If you’re interested, please request a form from and then submit the form and a 
resume to Susan Piper (susan.piper@usda.gov) by Sept 11, 2019. Note that the e-mail 
address in the notice is different than this one, but both will work. When the job 
announcement is posted on USA Jobs, people who submitted forms/resumes will be 
notified. 

  
California Sea Grant and Southern California Coastal Ocean Observing System (SCCOOS) are 
seeking a postdoctoral researcher with a Ph.D. in marine science, oceanography, geography, or 
quantitative (marine) ecology to investigate the dynamics of habitat availability and disturbance 
in marine protected areas. The ideal candidate will be knowledgeable in coastal oceanographic 
processes and experienced with multivariate data analysis and gridded (spatially explicit) 
datasets. Additional experience with biogeochemical and/or physical oceanographic data, 
ecological forecasting, and geostatistics is beneficial. Apply by September 18, 2019 
 
Biologist I - Aquatic Nuisance Species - North Dakota Game and Fish Department 
Location: Jamestown, ND 
Salary Range: $3,976-$5,302 hiring range; $3,976-$6,627 full range 
Closing Date:  September 29, 2019 

https://www.fs.fed.us/
https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/jobs/sccoos-california-sea-grant-postdoctoral-researcher?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=SCCOOS
https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/jobs/sccoos-california-sea-grant-postdoctoral-researcher?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=SCCOOS
https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/jobs/sccoos-california-sea-grant-postdoctoral-researcher?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=SCCOOS
https://www.cnd.nd.gov/psc/recruit/EMPLOYEE/HRMS/c/HRS_HRAM_FL.HRS_CG_SEARCH_FL.GBL?Page=HRS_APP_SCHJOB_FL&Action=U
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Minimum Qualifications: 
Requires a minimum of a Bachelor of Science degree in fish and wildlife management, 
biology/zoology, or closely related natural resource science degree and two years of 
professional work experience with a wildlife or natural resource management agency.  A 
Master’s degree in fisheries management, aquatic ecology, or closely related field can be 
substituted for the two years of work experience.  
The position requires a working knowledge of aquatic ecosystem principles and aquatic 
field sampling methods. The individual must possess well-developed communication 
skills, both oral and written, and must have the ability to work with governmental 
entities, fish and wildlife groups, and the general public. Must be able to work extended 
hours and be willing to travel.  Must be able to lift at least 50 lbs.  Must be able to work 
both independently and as a team, oftentimes in inclement weather, including extremely 
cold water and occasional night work.  Must be comfortable using various computer 
applications to carry out data analysis and other work duties, including but not limited to 
Microsoft Office products (Outlook, Word, Excel, and Access) Must have a valid North 
Dakota Driver’s License or the ability to obtain one.  

Preferred Qualifications: 
Experience working on aquatic nuisance species issues. 
Applicants with public outreach experience. 
A working knowledge of statistics, and the ability to apply basic statistical principles to 
biological data. 
Shop and equipment maintenance skills. 
Operating and maintaining boats. 
Ability to swim. 
Current participation in fishing. 

 
California Delta Science Program Seeks Lead Scientist 
The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and the Delta Stewardship Council (Council) are seeking 
an internationally recognized scientist to become the Lead Scientist of the Delta Science 
Program. 

Job Summary: 
The Delta Lead Scientist is responsible for providing unbiased science expertise to the 
Council, the Delta Science Program, and the Delta science community, by upholding the 
highest possible standards of scientific integrity and credibility and for providing 
scientific leadership to achieve the vision of “One Delta, One Science” set forth in the 
Delta Science Plan. The Lead Scientist must at all times maintain an unbiased, 
independent, policy-neutral perspective that equally serves all Delta interests while 
impartially presenting the best available scientific information relating to relevant issues 
of concern. For more please visit deltacouncil.ca.gov Submit applications by Oct. 15, 
2019 for priority consideration. 

 
California Sea Grant Science Communication Fellowship 2020 
New this year, the California Sea Grant Science Communication Fellowship provides a unique 
educational opportunity for an early career science communicator to gain hands-on experience in 
marine and coastal science communication. The applicant will be placed at California Sea 

http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/job-opportunities
http://deltacouncil.ca.gov/job-opportunities
https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/fellowships/california-sea-grant-science-communication-fellowship-2020
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Grant’s office at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography, UC San Diego for a 12-month paid 
fellowship. Application Deadline: October 31, 2019, 11:59 PM PST 

 
GRANTS  

 
 
 

FEDERAL/STATE/PROVINCIAL  
LEGISLATION, RULES, ACTIONS 

 
Western Governors Association 

 
Invasion of the Quagga Mussels: The Lake Mead takeover (8/27/19) 

Invasion of the Quagga mussels! It’s not the title of a cheap 80’s horror movie, but the 
reality for Lake Mead and Lake Mohave. It’s an issue that could be very costly to fix. On 
Tuesday morning, Governor Steve Sisolack joined the Western Governors Association to 
kick off their Invasive Mussel Leadership Forum. Their goal is to create and share 
strategies to contain this species in Lake Mead and prevent the spread of them to other 
bodies of water in the west. 

State/Province 
 
CALIFORNIA 
The state of California regrets to inform you that you can’t keep beagle-sized rodents as pets 
(8/24/19) 

Nutria, a giant invasive rodent originally from South America, might be the size of a 
beagle, but unlike a beagle you can’t keep them in your home. The California Fish and 
Game Commission is looking to correct a gap in the law that restricts what pets may 
lawfully be owned by including nutria among the list. 
 

OREGON 
Senate Bill 445 (sponsored by Senator Roblan) passed and has been signed into law. 
SB445 revises OISC membership, leadership structure and reporting requirements and 
will enhance communication and representation across the state.  

Executive 

Congressional 
 

 
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative to be Funded for the Next Five Years (8/23/19) 

Congress is in the process of authorizing the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI), a 
bipartisan effort to protect the Great Lakes and its waterways. Support comes from both 
sides of the aisle, including 12 Senators and 42 U.S. Representatives. 11 of the 
Congressional members are from Michigan. The public-private program, started in 2010, 
funds a variety of conservation programs throughout the Great Lakes states. The GLRI 

https://news3lv.com/news/local/invasion-of-the-quagga-mussels-the-lake-mead-takeover
https://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article234313802.html#storylink=cpy
https://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article234313802.html#storylink=cpy
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019R1/Measures/Overview/SB445
https://www.wsgw.com/great-lakes-restoration-initiative-to-be-funded-for-the-next-five-years/
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has provided more than $2.5 to protect the Great Lakes and its waterways from threats 
like invasive species and agriculture runoff, as well as restoring coastline and cleanup of 
environmentally damaged areas of concern. [H.R.4031, S.2295] 
Related:  Michigan congressional delegation push to increase Great Lakes protection 
funding (8/24/19) 
 

Budget and Appropriations 
 

 
Congress set for chaotic fall sprint (9/3/19) 

Lawmakers are preparing to return to a chaotic fall in Washington, paving the way for an 
end-of-year legislative sprint. In addition to hot-button issues like background checks, 
Congress has several must-pass bills on its agenda, including spending legislation to 
prevent a government shutdown on Oct. 1. The to-do list leaves lawmakers little time to 
spare as they map out the legislative schedule for the roughly 40 days in which both 
chambers will be in session between now and the end of the calendar year. 
… 
Congress has until Oct. 1 to fund the government or punt the fight into fiscal 2020 with a 
short-term continuing resolution that would temporarily extend current spending levels. 
That gives lawmakers just 13 working days to avoid a second funding lapse for the year, 
after the record-long 35-day partial shutdown that ended on Jan. 25. The path to funding 
the government for the next fiscal year without needing a continuing resolution is nearly 
impossible. Though the House has passed 10 of its 12 annual funding bills, the Senate 
didn’t pass any as they waited for congressional leaders and Trump to strike a two-year 
budget deal. 
 
Related: House to vote on stopgap spending measure to prevent shutdown (9/5/19) 
 
 
 
TRAININGS, WEBINARS, CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS 

 
 

Events: Archived Materials 
 
 

Events: Webinars, Trainings, Conferences and Meetings 
 

 
Watercraft Inspection Training 

The Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission has added  
additional trainings to the WIT schedule: 

 
WIT II 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/4031?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Great+Lakes+Restoration+Initiative%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/2295?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Great+Lakes+Restoration+Initiative%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=2
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2019/08/michigan-congressional-delegation-push-to-increase-great-lakes-protection-funding.html
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2019/08/michigan-congressional-delegation-push-to-increase-great-lakes-protection-funding.html
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/459463-congress-set-for-chaotic-fall-sprint
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/460167-house-to-vote-on-stopgap-spending-measure-to-prevent-shutdown
https://www.westernais.org/level-2-inspection-and-decon
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November 19-20, 2019 
January 14-15, 2020 
February 11-12, 2020 
March 10-11, 2020 

 
WIT III 

January 28-30, 2020 
 

HOSTING OPPORTUNITIES 
If you would like to host a WIT training in 2020 there are some dates still available.  

Contact quaggadee@cox.net if interested in a WIT II/WIT III/ 
Advanced Decontamination Training 

April 7-8, 2020 
April 21-22, 2020 

May 5-6, 2020 
 

For more information, go to website links or contact Quagga D @ (702)236-3814 or 
quaggadee@cox.net 

 
 

September  
 
September 9-13th Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Point (HACCP) 
Planning to Prevent the Spread of Invasive Species and HACCP Train the Trainer 
Location: Sacramento, California Federal Building  
Combined Course Description: 
(9-10) HACCP Planning to Prevent the Spread of Invasive Species: HACCP Planning is a 
structured process that assesses a natural resource management activity, identifies possible risks, 
and facilitates removal or reduction of non-target species. Using practical examples, a case study, 
and hands-on exercises, participants will develop real-life HACCP plans specifically tailored for 
natural resource management. The primary intent of this course is to prepare participants to 
develop and implement HACCP for field and station activities to identify and control non-target 
species that may become a threat to the natural resource. 
For more information about HACCP, visit https://nctc.fws.gov/courses/HACCP/haccp.html 
(11-13) HACCP Train the Trainer: This course will provide participants with the tools 
(instructional, presentation and classroom management skills) needed to deliver a HACCP 
course. 
 
NAISMA Webinar: September 18th at 1:00 pm CST: Don’t Move Firewood Outreach and 
Regulation Updates. Presented by: Leigh Greenwood, Forest Health Program Director, The 
Nature Conservancy. The Don’t Move Firewood outreach and education campaign is moving 
into its 12th year- and like a fine wine, we’re hoping to improve over time! Join this webinar to 
learn about the results of the extensive partner feedback survey conducted in the Spring of 2019 
and how the campaign is using that feedback to adapt to both our partners’ needs, and changing 
conditions in forest pests and regulatory environments over the last decade. This webinar will 

https://www.westernais.org/level-3-trainer-training
https://www.westernais.org/hosting-a-training
https://nctc.fws.gov/courses/HACCP/haccp.html
https://nctc.fws.gov/courses/HACCP/haccp.html
https://nctc.fws.gov/courses/HACCP/haccp.html
https://www.naisma.org/resources/webinars-videos?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.naisma.org/resources/webinars-videos?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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also talk about how partners can participate in Firewood Month- a monthlong October event with 
different firewood related target demographics highlighted in each week of October!   
 
Alaska Invasive Species Strategies Workshop, Sept. 24 - 26, 2019, Anchorage, AK  
The objectives of the workshop will be to:  

• Review the various mandates governing invasive species work throughout Alaska 
jurisdictions 

• Identify critical gaps in prevention, detection, management and research across 
ecosystems and, 

• Identify a suite of priority actions that we can collaborate on over the next five years 
For more information please contact:  
Tammy Davis, Alaska Department of Fish and Game; tammy.davis@alaska.gov 
 
Washington Invasive Species Council: September 26, 2019, Olympia, Natural Resources 
Building Room 172. The agenda for the September 26, 2019 meeting of Washington Invasive 
Species Council is now available at https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/meetings.shtml 
 
SAVE THE DATE: The 6th International Columbia River Transboundary Conference WHEN: 
September 26, 2019 – September 28, 2019 WHERE: Kimberley, BC  
Join Columbia Basin Trust and the Northwest Power and Conservation Council from September 
26 to 28, 2019 in Kimberley, B.C. to connect and collaborate on the future of the Columbia 
River. The conference will cover topics including: 

• Renegotiation of the Columbia River Treaty 
• Reintroduction of salmon to the Columbia River above Grand Coulee Dam in 

Washington and British Columbia 
• Impacts of and response to invasive species including northern pike and invasive 

freshwater mussels 
• Energy issues including: hydropower, energy efficiency, transmission and renewable 

resources in the United States and British Columbia 
• Climate change-related impacts on Columbia River water resources and resulting impacts 

on communities, ecosystems, the economy and hydropower generation. 
The conference themes and agenda will include the interests and issues of First Nations and US 
Native American Tribes, as well as art, culture and history as it relates to the Columbia River. 
The conference format will be interactive with workshop formats encouraging participants to 
actively explore a wide range of technical, environmental, political and community issues. 
Watch for more details in early 2019 about how to register and information on speakers. For 
more information, contact Caitlin Hinton, Columbia Basin Trust, at 1.250.344.2445 or 
chinton@cbt.org 
 
2019 26th Annual Wildlife Society Conference Date: Sep 29, 2019 to Oct 03, 2019 Location: 
Reno, Nevada 
 
The 2019 North American Invasive Species Management Association - New York Invasive 
Species Research Institute Joint Conference will be held September 30 - October 3, 2019 at the 
Saratoga Hilton, Saratoga Springs, NY. This year's conference theme is Connecting Science to 
Action. The organizing committee is especially interested in presentations that provide examples 

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/meetings.shtml
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1111+Washington+St+SE,+Olympia,+WA+98501/@47.0373879,-122.9002355,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x549174e32b6a63c1:0x2627c117f6157aa8%218m2%213d47.0373879%214d-122.8980415
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1111+Washington+St+SE,+Olympia,+WA+98501/@47.0373879,-122.9002355,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x549174e32b6a63c1:0x2627c117f6157aa8%218m2%213d47.0373879%214d-122.8980415
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/meetings.shtml
https://ourtrust.org/event/the-6th-international-columbia-river-basin-transboundary-conference/?instance_id=428
http://wildlife.org/network/conferences-network/
https://www.naisma.org/annual-conference?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.naisma.org/annual-conference?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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of: (1) how science is being used by invasive species managers and related professionals to 
inform and improve management decisions, (2) how managers can inform, and are currently 
informing research on invasive species and (3) information on new policies, methods and 
technologies being used to prevent, detect, or manage invasive species. All general session 
abstracts must be submitted by the abstract deadline of April 3, 2019.  
 

October 
 

The Western Regional Panel on ANS invites you to join them at their Annual Meeting October 
9-11, 2019 in Missoula, Montana. The meeting will be hosted by Montana Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks. NEW: Train the Trainer Workshop – On Tuesday, October 8th, the day before the Annual 
Meeting begins, WRP will be offering an educational workshop. The Train the Trainer 
Workshop is first come first serve with a maximum of 25 attendees. This free workshop will 
focus on engaging youth in AIS issues. Matt Wilhelm, the Education Director at the Invasive 
Species Action Network, will be the instructor. The workshop combines presentations on how to 
work with schools and students with hands-on training/activities to deliver quality AIS education 
programs. If you are interested in attending this workshop, follow the link here to sign up. 

 
The fall Oregon Invasive Species Council meeting will be held at the Port of Morrow October 
15-17, 2019 to include an information forum, field site visits, and business meeting. Agenda and 
details will be posted on the Meetings page of the OISC website as they become available. 

 
Montana Invasive Species Council meets October 17. The Montana Invasive Species Council 
(MISC) will hold its next meeting October 17, 2019, 

 
NAISMA Webinar: October 16th at 1:00 pm CST: Invasive Species in North America. Presented 
by: David Coyle, Assistant Professor, Forest Health and Invasive Species Extension, Clemson 
University. This webinar will give an update on some of the most impactful invasive species in 
North America, including insects, fungi, and plants. We will discuss current pest distribution – 
including how the pest has moved post-arrival in North America - and proven and potential 
management strategies.  We will also use the southeastern U.S. as a case study for why this 
continent has so many invasive species. 

 
ICAIS 2019 Preliminary Program Now Available The 21st International Conference on Aquatic 
Invasive Species (ICAIS) will be held at Le Centre Sheraton Montreal, Montreal, Canada. 
October 27-31, 2019.    
 
Annual Biocontrol Industry Meeting - ABIM 2019, 21 ─ 23 October 2019, Congress Center 
Basel, Switzerland 

 
November 

 
National Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force Fall Meeting November 6 -7, 2019; Beltsville, 
MD 

 

https://www.fws.gov/answest/meetings.html
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/train-the-trainer-workshop-tickets-64444991705
https://www.oregoninvasivespeciescouncil.org/
https://www.oregoninvasivespeciescouncil.org/meetings
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/montana-invasive-species-program/misc
https://www.naisma.org/resources/webinars-videos?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.icais.org/
https://www.icais.org/
https://www.abim.ch/home.html
https://www.anstaskforce.gov/meetings.php?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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Great Lakes Panel on Aquatic Nuisance Species Fall Meeting November 13 - November 14 at 
Ann Arbor, MI 

 
NAISMA Webinar: November 20th at 1:00 pm CST: How the National Park Service Integrates 
Partnerships, Prevention, and Management of Invasive Species. Presented by: Terri Hogan, 
Invasive Plant Program Manager, National Park Service. Within the realm of invasive species 
management, partnerships and collaboration are increasingly essential for success. Collaboration 
occurs at all levels within the National Park Service (NPS); it takes many forms, involves a range 
of partners including other agencies, states, tribes, and cooperative weed management areas and 
must reach beyond our boundaries to address the issues that invasive species pose to our public 
lands. This webinar will showcase examples of successful invasive plant management that are 
achieved through partnership efforts including, prevention and restoration within the NPS. 
 

 
December 

 
Innovations in Invasive Species Management Conference and Training. December 10-12th, 
2019. Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. The conference hosts people from throughout the US and World 
looking for new techniques and inspiration from successes to manage a wide range of invasive 
species. The 2019 innovations Conference is being hosted by the Pacific Northwest Invasive 
Plant Council https://www.pnw-ipc.org/ The Northern Rockies Invasive Plant Council 
http://www.nripc.org/ and Invasive Plant Control, Inc. http://www.invasiveplantcontrol.com/ 
 
Washington Invasive Species Council: December 19, 2019, Olympia, Natural Resources 
Building Room 172. 
 

---- 
 

2020 
 

July 
 

2020 60th Aquatic Plant Management Society (APMS) Meeting 
Date: Jul 19, 2020 to Jul 22, 2020. Venue: Hyatt Regency San Antonio Riverwalk. Location: San 
Antonio, Texas 
 

August 
 
2020 105th Ecological Society of America Annual Meeting 
Date: Aug 02, 2020 to Aug 07, 2020. Venue: Salt Palace Convention Center. Location: Salt Lake 
City, Utah 
 

October 
 

https://www.glc.org/glcevents
https://www.naisma.org/resources/webinars-videos?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.naisma.org/resources/webinars-videos?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://invasiveplantcontrol.com/conference19/
https://www.pnw-ipc.org/
http://www.nripc.org/
http://www.invasiveplantcontrol.com/
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/meetings.shtml
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1111+Washington+St+SE,+Olympia,+WA+98501/@47.0373879,-122.9002355,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x549174e32b6a63c1:0x2627c117f6157aa8%218m2%213d47.0373879%214d-122.8980415
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1111+Washington+St+SE,+Olympia,+WA+98501/@47.0373879,-122.9002355,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x549174e32b6a63c1:0x2627c117f6157aa8%218m2%213d47.0373879%214d-122.8980415
http://www.apms.org/annual-meeting/2020-annual-meeting/
https://www.esa.org/events/meetings/future-esa-meetings/
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2020 15th Annual Biocontrol Industry Meeting: Date: Oct 19, 2020 to Oct 21, 
2020.Venue: Congress Center Basel. Location: Basel, Switzerland 

 
________________ 

 
TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org. 
AIS NEWS was compiled by Stephen Phillips and Robyn Draheim. Past issues of AIS NEWS can 
be found @ http://www.westernais.org/   under the “News” tab. 

https://www.abim.ch/home.html
mailto:sphillips@psmfc.org
http://www.westernais.org/
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