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AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES NEWS 
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OPENING/CLOSURE INFORMATION 

[Editor’s Note: Please check directly with local, state and federal agencies for the most up-to-
date information on closures] 

 
[Colorado] Ruedi opens for boating on Monday (5/29/20) 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Albuquerque District To Expand Phased Reopening Of Area 
Lakes (5/31/20) 

 
 

RECOMMENDED  
 

OPINION: Racist terms like ‘Asian murder hornets’ have no place in 
scientific discussion 

 
The Asian giant hornet, or the Vespa mandarinia, has been in B.C. and other parts of North 

America since last summer, but there has been a recent interest in this species using the 
sensationalized name: “Asian murder hornet.” 

 
This hornet does have the potential to do tremendous amounts of damage to local pollinators, 

negatively influencing the health of ecosystems around the Salish Sea. It has also been known to 
destroy beehives, which can exacerbate current pollinator stressors, such as pesticides and colony 

collapse disorder. 
 

https://www.aspendailynews.com/news/ruedi-opens-for-boating-on-monday/article_b5b250cc-a151-11ea-8389-5b2cad59cd1f.html
https://ladailypost.com/u-s-army-corps-of-engineers-albuquerque-district-to-expand-phased-reopening-of-area-lakes/
https://ladailypost.com/u-s-army-corps-of-engineers-albuquerque-district-to-expand-phased-reopening-of-area-lakes/
https://thenarwhal.ca/opinion-asian-murder-hornets-science-racism-covid19/
https://thenarwhal.ca/opinion-asian-murder-hornets-science-racism-covid19/
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But as we mark Invasive Species Action Month in B.C. and Asian Heritage Month in Canada, 
it’s important to consider the role of language in science — and how xenophobia can be 

propagated in the way we broach issues. 
 

We rely on science to be at the forefront of knowledge and developments to manage, prevent and 
control the spread of invasive species. It’s science that plays an integral role in supporting local 

ecological balances that are frequently delicate.  
 

But it’s language, used without an awareness of how xenophobia and racism can be damaging to 
certain groups and ethnicities, that can distort scientific terms, replacing them with ones that are 
sensationalist and discriminatory. This has a double negative: it harms communities and reduces 

the transfer of important information. 
 

Here’s an example of science-based language: The European green crab or the Carcinus maenas 
is one of the ten most unwanted species in the world, according to Fisheries and Oceans Canada. 
This clawed creature, measuring 10 cm, can unbalance an entire ecosystem—and they’ve been in 

B.C. since the late ’90s, and in Canada since the ’50s. 
 

For more than a decade, there have been strong outreach, citizen-science programs, reporting 
systems and Fisheries and Oceans Canada-led measures to curb the spread of this species. This 
approach is based in science, it uses scientific language and the awareness efforts around this 

species have not been based in propagating fear. 
 

In contrast, the presentation of the Vespa mandarinia uses words like “murder” and “invader.” 
These are not scientific descriptors; they are meant to scare people, and they reignite fears of the 

idea that Asian migrants, people, plants — and now this hornet — are an existential threat to 
white North America. 

 
[cont. reading] 

 
--- 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 
The Great Lakes New Zealand Mudsnail (NZMS) Collaborative is seeking perspectives on how 
different programs have addressed NZMS over longer periods of time. If you have experience 

with NZMS please fill out the survey below to help developed future outreach, management, and 
research priorities for NZMS in the Great Lakes region.  

 
Please complete the survey by Tuesday, June 30th. 

 
For more information and to access the survey, use this link. 

 
--- 

https://thenarwhal.ca/opinion-asian-murder-hornets-science-racism-covid19/
https://uwmadison.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1X14urcrq2oD5Ix
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Cooke Aquaculture applies to modify water quality permits for steelhead farming in Puget Sound 

(4/14/20) 
Cooke Aquaculture has submitted applications to the Washington Department of Ecology 
requesting to modify its existing water quality permits for four Puget Sound net pens. The 

company wants to raise all-female, sterile rainbow trout, also known as steelhead, which are 
native to Washington instead of non-native Atlantic salmon.  

In order to change the type of species, the company must go through a multi-agency, multi-step 
permitting process. 

Ecology is accepting feedback on the applications and supporting documents for the 
modification request. All documents can be viewed at ecology.wa.gov/NetPenPermit, and 

comments can be submitted online through June 8, 2020 
 

-- 
 

Pursuant to Public Resources Code section 71201.7, the staff of the California 
State Lands Commission (Commission) proposes to amend section 2298.5 in 

Article 4.8 of Title 2, Division 3, Chapter 1 of the California Code of 
Regulations. 

  
The Notice of Proposed Regulatory Action, Initial Statement of Reasons including the economic 

impact assessment, the Proposed Text of Regulations, and any information relied upon are 
posted on the Commission’s website for review and comment at 

 https://www.slc.ca.gov/laws-regulations/new-proposed-regulations/ 
 If you would like to receive a hard copy of these documents, please contact Commission staff at 

(916) 574-0742 or email (nicole.dobroski@slc.ca.gov). 
  

In accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, the Commission is required to hold a 
minimum 45-day period for receiving comments and testimony from interested parties and the 

public. Any interested person, or authorized representative, may submit written comments 
relevant to the proposed regulatory action. These comments must be submitted to the 

Commission prior to the close of the comment period on Tuesday, June 23, 2020. Written 
comments may be submitted by one of the three methods shown below: 

  
U.S. Mail: 

Nicole Dobroski 
Assistant Chief 

Marine Environmental Protection Division 
California State Lands Commission 
100 Howe Avenue, Suite 100-South 

Sacramento, CA 95825 
  

FAX: (916) 574-1950 
  

https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Get-to-know-us/News/2020/Cooke-Aquaculture-applies-to-modify-permits
https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Get-to-know-us/News/2020/Cooke-Aquaculture-applies-to-modify-permits
https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-Shorelines/Water-quality/Water-quality-permits/Water-Quality-individual-permits/Net-pens
https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-Shorelines/Water-quality/Water-quality-permits/Water-Quality-individual-permits/Net-pens
https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-Shorelines/Water-quality/Water-quality-permits/Water-Quality-individual-permits/Net-pens
https://www.slc.ca.gov/laws-regulations/new-proposed-regulations/
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E-mail: CSLC.MEPDRegulations@slc.ca.gov, please include “Article 4.8 Comments” in the 
subject line of the e-mail. 

  
Commission staff has not scheduled a public hearing on this proposed action. However, the 
Commission will hold a public hearing, pursuant to Government Code section 11346.8, if it 

receives a written request for a public hearing from any interested person, or his or her 
authorized representative, no later than 15 days prior to the close of the written comment period. 

 
-- 
 

The U.S. Department of the Interior (Department) is seeking nominations for the Theodore 
Roosevelt Genius Prize Advisory Council (Council) to advise the Secretary of the Interior 

regarding the Theodore Roosevelt Genius Prize competitions. In addition, the Department is 
seeking nominations for the five Advisory Boards (Boards) to help implement the Prizes. 

 
Nominations for the Council and Boards must be submitted no later than June 10, 2020. 

 
The Prize competitions encourage technological innovation with the potential to advance the 

mission of the Fish and Wildlife Service in the following areas of concern: (1) Preventing 
wildlife poaching and trafficking, (2) promoting wildlife conservation, (3) managing invasive 

species, (4) protecting endangered species, and (5) managing nonlethal human-wildlife conflict. 
The enabling legislation calls for annual cash prizes up to $100,000 for each of the five 

competitions; potential awards could total $500,000. 
 

-- 
 

USACE Geographic Expansion of Watercraft Inspection Stations FONSI and EA 
(6/20) 

 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Walla Walla District, (Corps) invites public comments on 

the draft Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) and Supplemental Environmental 
Assessment (SEA) for geographic expansion to include Nevada and Wyoming in Federal 
Participation in Watercraft Inspection Stations and Rapid Response Actions to Protect the 

Columbia River Basin.  In the current program, the Corps cost-shares with Oregon, Washington, 
Idaho, and Montana. 

 
The Corps is now considering sharing costs with the states of Nevada and Wyoming for 

watercraft inspection stations, invasive species monitoring, and rapid response planning.  These 
actions are needed to delay zebra and quagga mussel infestations in the Columbia River Basin 

(CRB), as well as across Nevada and Wyoming.  The proposed action is needed because the risk 
of water bodies in the CRB being infected is high and the introduction of zebra or quagga 

mussels has the potential to cause billions of dollars in economic damage and substantial damage 
to the ecosystem and the species dependent upon it. 

 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/05/11/2020-10008/call-for-nominations-for-the-theodore-roosevelt-genius-prize-advisory-council-and-advisory-boards?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_source=federalregister.gov
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/05/11/2020-10008/call-for-nominations-for-the-theodore-roosevelt-genius-prize-advisory-council-and-advisory-boards?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=subscription+mailing+list&utm_source=federalregister.gov
https://www.nww.usace.army.mil/Missions/Environmental-Compliance/
https://www.nww.usace.army.mil/Missions/Environmental-Compliance/
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The 30-day comment period is open from June 5, 2020 until July 6, 2020.  All information and 
comments submitted will be included in the permanent public record. 

 
Electronic comments may be filed directly online at 

http://www.nww.usace.army.mil/EnvironmentalComplianceComment/ or via email to 
NEPANWW@usace.army.mil, inserting “Geographic Expansion SEA” in the subject line. 

 
You may also mail comments to: 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Walla Walla District 

CENWW-PPL-C – Geographic Expansion SEA 
201 North 3rd Avenue 

Walla Walla, WA  99362-1876 
 
 

NEW SPECIES SIGHTINGS 
 

Want to get more new species alerts? 
USGS NAS: https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx 

IMAP INVASIVES: https://www.imapinvasives.org 
 

DREISSENIDS 

OTHER AIS 
 

WATCH LIST 
 
Washington State University scientists enlist citizens in hunt for giant, bee-killing hornet 
(4/6/20)  

More than two inches long, the world’s largest hornet carries a painful, sometimes lethal 
sting and an appetite for honeybees. It is also the newest insect invader of Washington 
state. The Asian giant hornet, Vespa mandarinia, is unmistakable, said Susan Cobey, bee 
breeder with Washington State University’s Department of Entomology. 
“They’re like something out of a monster cartoon with this huge yellow-orange face,” she 
said. “It’s a shockingly large hornet,” added Todd Murray, WSU Extension entomologist 
and invasive species specialist. “It’s a health hazard, and more importantly, a significant 
predator of honeybees.” 
[Tangentially related but fascinating] The Oatmeal: Bees vs Giant Hornet 
[Audio/podcast] Here’s the deal with Murder Hornets, Dr. Sheldon Ramsey 
[Update] 

DREISSENID MUSSELS
 

 
Saskatchewan remains free of zebra and quagga mussels (5/24/20) 

https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx
https://www.imapinvasives.org/
https://news.wsu.edu/2020/04/06/wsu-scientists-enlist-citizens-hunt-giant-bee-killing-hornet/
https://news.wsu.edu/2020/04/06/wsu-scientists-enlist-citizens-hunt-giant-bee-killing-hornet/
https://theoatmeal.com/comics/bees_vs_hornets
https://www.npr.org/2020/05/07/852375483/heres-the-deal-with-murder-hornets
https://globalnews.ca/news/6983393/saskatchewan-zebra-quagga-mussels-aquatic-invasive-species/
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Saskatchewan remains free of zebra and quagga mussels, but people can’t let down their 
guard in preventing the aquatic invasive species (AIS) from entering the province, 
officials said. Zebra and quagga mussels are almost impossible to eradicate once 
established in waterways, according to the South Saskatchewan River Watershed 
Stewards (SSRWSI). 

 
 
[Oregon] Local, state, tribal officials plan for invasive species on lake (5/23/20) 

On May 19 and 20, a Rapid Response Team of local, state and federal natural resource 
agencies, and the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs, convened for a virtual tabletop, 
scenario-based exercise in the event invasive quagga or zebra mussels are found in the 
Columbia River Basin. The practice scenario involved a boat launching into Lake Billy 
Chinook after coming to the lake from mussel-infested Lake Pleasant, Arizona. In the 
scenario, the out-of-state boat launched and moored in a marina on the lake for 10 hours 
before the invasive mussels were detected. The exercise included monitoring and 
containment options ranging from facility closures, law enforcement assistance, and 
mandatory boat inspection and decontamination for boats leaving the water body.   The 
Rapid Response Team activated a mock command center and rapid response for 
containment and explored the best mitigation options for the conditions.  There were 
several goals in conducting this proactive exercise: streamlining communication among 
action agencies, strengthening skills, improving response time and coordinating mussel 
containment actions. 

 
 

BOAT INSPECTION/DECON/TECH NEWS 
 

 
 
[Colorado] Five boats carrying invasive mussels intercepted at Ruedi Reservoir (6/5/20) 

Watercraft inspection staff at Ruedi Reservoir have intercepted five boats carrying 
invasive quagga mussels in the five days that the boat ramp and inspection station has 
been open. 

 
[Montana] FWP Inspections Have Found Aquatic Invasive Species On Over A Dozen Boats This 
Year (6/5/20) 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks has detected over a dozen boats with various aquatic 
invasive species on board so far this year. The detections come as more and more boats 
are lining up at inspection stations. So far, inspection stations have intercepted 12 boats 
with invasive zebra or quagga mussels and one vessel with red-rim melania snails 
attached. Most vessels that are intercepted are either coming from the Midwest or from 
Arizona. As Montana entered into Phase 1 of the coronavirus reopening plan last month, 
nearly 16,000 boats passed through inspection stations. That's a significant jump 
compared to the same times in 2018 and 2019. 

 
[North Dakota] Boat Washing, Decontamination Stations In Stutsman County (6/3/20) 

https://pamplinmedia.com/msp/129-news/467782-378890-local-state-tribal-officials-plan-for-invasive-species-on-lake?wallit_nosession=1
https://www.aspendailynews.com/news/five-boats-carrying-invasive-mussels-intercepted-at-ruedi-reservoir/article_fa5d01a8-a78d-11ea-846f-db6c455ca3e7.html
https://www.mtpr.org/post/fwp-inspections-have-found-aquatic-invasive-species-over-dozen-boats-year
https://www.mtpr.org/post/fwp-inspections-have-found-aquatic-invasive-species-over-dozen-boats-year
https://www.newsdakota.com/2020/06/03/boat-washing-decontamination-stations-in-stutsman-county/
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Members from the Bureau of Reclamation and North Dakota Game & Fish Department 
came before the Stutsman County Park Board Tuesday to discuss potential for boat 
washing and decontamination stations in the county. Laura Hertz, Natural Resource 
Specialist for the Bureau of Reclamation, says the invasive species of zebra mussel were 
in close proximity with the county at this time. With this in mind, Hertz says they would 
like to form a cost share program, in conjunction with North Dakota Game & Fish, and 
use those funds to build some boat washing stations. Ben Holen, North Dakota Game & 
Fish Department Aquatic Nuisance Species Coordinator, says they would like the board 
to consider finding some land to build a station that would be paid for through the cost 
share. 

 
[Wyoming] Win prizes for AIS boat inspections (6/2/20) 

Boaters who stop at aquatic invasive species check stations this year will be eligible to 
win outdoor equipment and trips through the Wyoming AIS Boater Appreciation Raffle. 
Boat inspections are the first line of defense for preventing the spread of many aquatic 
invasive species, and the raffle acknowledges and thanks boaters for their important 
contribution to keeping Wyoming free of these harmful invaders. Boaters receive a raffle 
entry each time their boat is inspected at any Wyoming Game and Fish Department check 
station. Each inspection receipt will include a unique raffle number which must be 
entered into the Game and Fish’s website for the boater to be eligible for the raffle. 
Winners will be randomly selected Dec. 1. 

 
Montana watercraft inspection stations report high traffic (5/31/20) 

Watercraft inspection stations help keep Montana’s lakes and rivers clean and free of 
invasive species. This year, inspectors say they’re seeing more traffic than usual. The 
Clearwater Junction inspection station, located in Missoula County, checked 498 boats on 
Saturday—beating last summer’s busiest day, inspectors said. “Our numbers are up 1 1/2 
to 2 times as much,” Clearwater Junction inspection station site lead Zachary Lewis said. 
“Our busiest weekend last year was just under 400 boats, and we did 498 yesterday.” 

 
Promotion - Bigwash: Underwater Hull Cleaning Effective in Removing Invasive Species Like 
Zebra Mussels (5/29/20) 

Developed in Sweden, the certified Bigwash effortlessly removes invasive species from 
hulls in 15 minutes. The automated, underwater hull cleaner is an environmentally safe 
and chemical-free system. Boat owners can be confident in using this consistent, high-
quality cleaning. Randy Plotner, a boat owner in Galveston, Texas highly recommends 
Bigwash, stating "This was an incredibly affordable, easy, and fast experience and the 
owner was very informative and hands-on. For the level of detail and the thorough 
cleaning, the cost is awesome! 

 
 
[Saskatchewan] Border Officials Find Aquatic Invasive Species at Regway Border Crossing 
(5/29/20) 

The Ministry of Environment, working with Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA), 
prevented invasive mussels from hitching a ride from the U.S. into Saskatchewan at the 
end of March, marking the first discovery of aquatic invasive species (AIS) at a boat 

https://www.einnews.com/pr_news/518484783/win-prizes-for-ais-boat-inspections
https://nbcmontana.com/news/local/montana-watercraft-inspection-stations-report-high-traffic
https://menafn.com/1100244391/Bigwash-Underwater-Hull-Cleaning-Effective-in-Removing-Invasive-Species-Like-Zebra-Mussels
https://menafn.com/1100244391/Bigwash-Underwater-Hull-Cleaning-Effective-in-Removing-Invasive-Species-Like-Zebra-Mussels
https://www.weyburnreview.com/news/local-news/border-officers-find-aquatic-invasive-species-at-regway-border-crossing-1.24143373
https://www.weyburnreview.com/news/local-news/border-officers-find-aquatic-invasive-species-at-regway-border-crossing-1.24143373
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inspection in the province this year. CBSA officers at the port of Regway identified a 
boat owned by Canadian travellers as high-risk, and notified the ministry. Because the 
travellers were required to self-isolate upon their return to the country, the watercraft was 
sealed, to be inspected at a later date. During the scheduled inspection last week, 
conservation officers found invasive mussels inside one of the boat’s storage 
compartments. The ministry’s fisheries staff decontaminated the watercraft to ensure that 
it no longer poses a threat. 
 

[British Columbia] Mel Arnold weighs in on the invasive mussels fight during COVID (5/29/20) 
Earlier this month, the Okanagan Basin Water Board reminded the public that the battle 
against invasive mussels hasn't gone away during the COVID-19 pandemic. North 
Okanagan-Shuswap MP Mel Arnold, who has been at the forefront of the mussels issue, 
has weighed in on the matter. He warns of a spike in domestic tourism that may spread 
the mussels further into the Okanagan. "Right now there is likely less traffic coming in 
from out of province since non-essential traffic is discouraged, but once restrictions are 
lifted, we are probably going to see an increase," says Arnold. "When that happens, we 
have to make sure the inspection checkpoints are in place to stop the mussels from 
becoming established here." 
 

Alberta continues to inspect boats for mussels (5/28/20) 
Travel restrictions now in place due to the pandemic are likely to significantly reduce 
interprovincial and international traffic into Alberta but boat inspection stations are still 
expected to be active this summer at some border crossings. The threat that zebra and 
quagga mussels could inadvertently be brought to provincial water bodies on watercraft 
remains because those species continue their spread in the United States, eastern Canada 
and Manitoba. 

 
Puddles: WDFW detection dog sniffs out invasive mussels on boat (5/26/20) 

“Puddles,” Washington State’s first mussel detection dog, proved this holiday weekend 
that a canine partner is invaluable in the fight against Aquatic Invasive Species. While 
working the boat check station on the Washington-Idaho border just east of Spokane this 
past weekend, Puddles discovered invasive mussels on a boat traveling from Lake 
Havasu, in Arizona. The boat had already been decontaminated at three previous 
Montana and Idaho decontamination sites, and mussels removed, before Puddles’ nose 
was able to detect what human eyes had missed; tiny invasive mussels hidden behind part 
of the boat’s sonar system. Without a canine partner like Puddles, these mussels would 
not have been found and could have ended up costing millions of dollars in damage in a 
body of water that doesn’t already have invasive mussels. 

 
What a day for watercraft inspectors in eastern Montana! (5/26/20) 

Last Wednesday, the Flowing Wells station, which is just south of Fort Peck, was quite 
an “eventful” day for the watercraft inspectors.  After a storm actually took out the power 
out for an unknown timeframe (possibly days), the wind also ripped off the station signs.  
The crew was forced to sit in their vehicle to recharge their tablet.  Stories from other 
people in the area involved being surprised there was still a roof on the shed because the 
wind was so strong.  To top it off, a vehicle pulling a boat trailer left a memento as it 

https://www.castanet.net/news/Vernon/301245/Mel-Arnold-weighs-in-on-the-invasive-mussels-fight-during-COVID
https://www.producer.com/2020/05/alberta-continues-to-inspect-boats-for-mussels/?utm_source=IMC+Dreissenid+Digest&utm_campaign=f9dbf88054-Weekly_Dreissenid_Digest_4_13_2018_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_68bd7ec89f-f9dbf88054-128742361
https://wdfw.wa.gov/news/wdfw-detection-dog-sniffs-out-invasive-mussels-boat
http://www.montanaoutdoor.com/2020/05/what-a-day-for-watercraft-inspectors-in-eastern-montana/
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pulled into the station (see photo above)–a big ol snake! So, kudos to these eastern 
Montana watercraft inspectors for being so tough and resilient, and just know they are 
still open for business!  Be sure to show them a “little love” this weekend! 

 
[Utah] 5,718 boats inspected for quagga mussels, 54 cited during Memorial Day weekend 
(5/26/20) 

Statewide, Aquatic Invasive Species technicians inspected 5,718 boats and performed 
142 decontaminations. DWR conservation officers cited 54 people who violated Utah's 
laws to prevent the spread of invasive mussels. Last Memorial Day weekend, 6,570 
inspections were performed statewide, and 171 boats were decontaminated. 

 
[Alberta] Combating invasive species (5/22/20) 

All watercraft owners have a part to play in preventing aquatic invasive species from 
being introduced into Alberta waterbodies and a number of activities can be followed to 
reduce the risk of transporting aquatic invasive species into Alberta waterbodies. 

 
[Utah] DWR to conduct upcoming administrative checkpoints to help prevent the spread of 
quagga mussels (5/22/20) 

Utah Division of Wildlife Resources conservation officers will be conducting several 
administrative checkpoints during busy boating weekends throughout the summer, in an 
effort to prevent invasive quagga mussels from spreading from Lake Powell to other Utah 
waterbodies. 

 
[Montana] Ballast boats need extra attention to stop AIS (5/21/20) 

Boat owners transporting watercraft with ballast tanks will undergo additional cleaning at 
watercraft inspection stations to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species. State law 
requires watercraft with ballast tanks or bladders to be decontaminated before launching 
on Montana waters. Decontamination is required when coming into Montana from out of 
state or when traveling west across the Continental Divide into the Columbia River 
Basin. Boats with ballast tanks are typically used for wake boarding or wake surfing. The 
additional water weight allows the motorboat to create a large wave that wakeboarders 
can surf on. 

 
Yellowstone reminds boaters to take steps for aquatic invasive species prevention (5/21/20) 

Yellowstone National Park encourages the public to get ready for boating and fishing 
season, which begins on Saturday, May 23, 2020. Boaters and anglers should clean, 
drain, and dry all boats and equipment prior to arriving in the park to minimize the risk of 
introducing aquatic invasive species (AIS) into Yellowstone’s waters. Watercraft 
equipped with sealed internal ballast tanks are temporarily banned from all park waters as 
inspections cannot always detect these invaders in these types of boats. Boaters and 
anglers should also be aware of temporary changes due to COVID-19. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://wildlife.utah.gov/news/utah-wildlife-news/932-boats-inspected-quagga-mussels-cited-memorial-day-weekend.html
https://wildlife.utah.gov/news/utah-wildlife-news/932-boats-inspected-quagga-mussels-cited-memorial-day-weekend.html
https://lethbridgeherald.com/news/lethbridge-news/2020/05/22/combating-invasive-species/
https://wildlife.utah.gov/news/utah-wildlife-news/918-dwr-conduct-checkpoints-prevent-quagga-mussels.html
https://wildlife.utah.gov/news/utah-wildlife-news/918-dwr-conduct-checkpoints-prevent-quagga-mussels.html
http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/ais/nr_0105.html
https://buckrail.com/yellowstone-reminds-boaters-to-take-steps-for-aquatic-invasive-species-prevention/
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BALLAST WATER/BIOFOULING 
 

 
Lake Carrier Association Files Petition to Investigate Canada’s BWM Regulations (5/31/20) 

The Federal Maritime Commission (FMC) has accepted a petition filed by the Lake 
Carrier’s Associations (LCA) that alleges Canada’s proposed ballast water regulations 
will discriminate against US flag vessel operators. Acceptance of the petition will initiate 
an investigation of the allegations and serve to gather information, solicit public 
comments, and examine the potential harm to the US Flag fleet resulting from the 
proposed Canadian regulations. The investigation will provide information for the FMC 
to consider all options, statutory remedies and sanctions that are available under Section 
19 of the Merchant Marine Act, 1920, as amended. The FMC will soon publish a notice 
in the Federal Register with further details. 
Related: USA fires a salvo across the Great Lakes at Canadian legislators (6/3/20) 

 
Marine Safety Center issues Ballast Water Management System Type Approval Certificate to 
Semb-Eco Pte, Ltd. (5/28/20) 

The Coast Guard Marine Safety Center issued the 33rd U.S. Coast Guard Ballast Water 
Management System Type Approval Certificate to Semb-Eco Pte, Ltd. after a detailed 
review of the manufacturer’s type approval application determined the system met the 
requirements of 46 CFR 162.060. The treatment principle of the Semb-Eco LUV U1 
BWMS consists of filtration and UV during uptake and discharge. This approval covers 
one model with a maximum treatment rated capacity of 500 m3/h. 

 
The prospects for reviving VIDA and alternative testing procedures (5/26/20) 

The fate of the ballast water regime in the USA now hangs on the timing of the new 
standards and regulations to be set by the EPA and USCG 

 
Is biofouling clouding the industry’s approach to ballast water management? (5/26/20) 

There is concern among industry stakeholders that a rapid shift in focus towards 
biofouling could undermine efforts made in the ballast water management sector 

 
FMC investigates Canada’s proposed ballast water rules for Great Lakes (5/20/20) 

U.S. Federal Maritime Commission finds sufficient credibility in Lake Carriers’ 
Association petition to support invoking rarely used 1920 Merchant Marine Act 
investigative authority. 
 

Tech File: Automating Ballast Ops When Installing BWMS (5/20/20) 
Installing ballast water treatment systems to comply with new regulations will require 
owners to automate ballast operations on board their vessels or barges.  Retrofitting 
ballast water treatment systems generally requires modifications to the existing ballast 
systems.  Many older vessels have remote operated valves, but no automation of the 
ballast system.  EMI has been working with parent company W&O to provide blue water 
barges with innovative solutions to add automation functionality to their fleet.   

 
 

https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/lake-carrier-association-files-petition-to-investigate-canadas-bwm-regulations/
https://www.rivieramm.com/news-content-hub/the-usa-fires-a-salvo-across-the-great-lakes-at-canadian-legislators-59688
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/05/28/marine-safety-center-issues-ballast-water-management-system-type-approval-certificate-to-semb-eco-pte-ltd/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/05/28/marine-safety-center-issues-ballast-water-management-system-type-approval-certificate-to-semb-eco-pte-ltd/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://www.rivieramm.com/news-content-hub/news-content-hub/the-panel-59549
https://www.rivieramm.com/news-content-hub/news-content-hub/is-biofouling-clouding-the-industryrsquos-approach-to-ballast-water-management-59484
https://www.freightwaves.com/news/fmc-investigates-canadas-proposed-ballast-water-rules-for-great-lakes
https://www.marinelink.com/news/tech-file-automating-ballast-ops-478668
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MARINE  
 

 
UW Researchers Look At Connection Between Warming Ocean Events (Pulse Heat Stress), Rise 
In Marine Parasites, Disease (6/4/20) 

Warming events are increasing in magnitude and severity, threatening many ecosystems 
worldwide. As the global temperatures continue to climb, it also raises uncertainties as to 
the relationship, prevalence, and spread of marine parasites and disease. A recent study 
from the University of Washington explores the ways parasitism will respond to climate 
change, providing researchers new insights into disease transmission. The paper, “Pulse 
Heat Stress and Parasitism in a Warming World,” was published May 18 in Trends in 
Ecology and Evolution. 

 
 

AQUACULTURE 
 

 
ASMFC Releases Aquaculture: Effects on Fish Habitat along the Atlantic Coast A report of the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission pursuant to U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Grant No. 
F19AF00174 

 
FISH 

 
 
[Colorado] $20 for Northern Pike at Green Mountain and Wolford Reservoirs (6/1/20) 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife and the Colorado River District are once again providing 
cash incentives for anglers who target northern pike in Green Mountain and Wolford 
Mountain Reservoirs. The $20 reward is paid to anglers for each pike they catch and 
bring to the Heeney Marina (Green Mountain) and Wolford Campground and Marina. 

 
Man charged with illegally importing, releasing fish in peninsula lake (5/27/20) 

An Anchorage man has been charged with illegally importing live fish [144 rainbow 
trout] and releasing them into a lake on the Kenai Peninsula, following an investigation 
by the Alaska Wildlife Troopers. 

 
AZGFD: Letting your pets go free in the wild can be disastrous (5/25/20) 

The Arizona Game and Fish Department is warning people not to let their exotic animals 
loose in the wild. Introduced pets, including goldfish and tropical fish, can have 
devastating effects on native wildlife and ecosystems, the AZGFD said in a press release 
Wednesday. Not only could nonnative fish outcompete with native species for food and 
space, exotic pets could also prey on native fish and have a negative impact on native and 
sport fish populations. 
 

Lake Pend Oreille walleye lottery enters second year with even more $1,000 fish (5/20/20) 

https://www.cbbulletin.com/uw-researchers-look-at-connection-between-warming-ocean-events-pulse-heat-stress-rise-in-marine-parasites-disease/
https://www.cbbulletin.com/uw-researchers-look-at-connection-between-warming-ocean-events-pulse-heat-stress-rise-in-marine-parasites-disease/
https://www.cell.com/trends/ecology-evolution/pdf/S0169-5347(20)30092-6.pdf?_returnURL=https%3A%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS0169534720300926%3Fshowall%3Dtrue
https://www.cell.com/trends/ecology-evolution/pdf/S0169-5347(20)30092-6.pdf?_returnURL=https%3A%2F%2Flinkinghub.elsevier.com%2Fretrieve%2Fpii%2FS0169534720300926%3Fshowall%3Dtrue
http://www.asmfc.org/files/Habitat/HMS16_Aquaculture_May2020.pdf
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7466
https://www.peninsulaclarion.com/news/man-charged-with-illegally-importing-releasing-fish-in-peninsula-lake/
https://ktar.com/story/3181071/azgfd-letting-your-pets-go-free-in-the-wild-can-be-disastrous/
https://idfg.idaho.gov/blog/2020/04/lake-pend-oreille-walleye-lottery-enters-second-year-even-more-1000-fish
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In March 2019, Fish and Game kicked off the first year of the walleye lottery program by 
announcing that $50,000 in reward money was swimming in Lake Pend Oreille. Nearly 
200 anglers participated in the inaugural season and winners took home just under $9,000 
in prize money. 
 

Lake Huron fishery session highlights predator and prey studies (5/19/20) 
“To update, we’ve been sampling a lot of fish,” said Roth, noting that well over 1,500 
diets were collected in 2017. “In 2018 we upped that to nearly 2,000 on Lake Huron and 
2,500 on Lake Michigan.” Stomachs are still being processed for 2019, since workers 
can’t be in the field or analyze the diets in the lab, but so far there are more than 1,700 
from Lake Huron and 1,500 from Lake Michigan. 

 
John B. Hume, Thomas M. Luhring & C. Michael Wagner. 2020. Push, pull, or push–pull? An 
alarm cue better guides sea lamprey towards capture devices than a mating pheromone during the 
reproductive migration. Biological Invasions volume 22, pages 2129–2142 [$] 
 

 
AQUATIC PLANTS 

 
 
[California] Weeds and algae are just part of living on Clear Lake (5/26/20) 

The lake is home to an estimated 35 different species of weeds and two-thirds of them are 
non-native or what are called “invasive weeds.  

 
FRESHWATER 

 
 
Wildlife Forever Engages Wake Sports With Invasive Species Prevention (6/1/20) 

Wildlife Forever has launched a new set of aquatic invasive species (AIS) educational 
materials tailored to the wake sports industry to educate boaters on preventing the spread 
of invasive species. In partnership with the Boat US Foundation, MarineMax and MN 
DNR, a new video public service announcement (PSA), helps showcase important steps 
to remove water from boats and ballast tanks, along with weeds from trailers. Additional 
marketing and outreach materials are available for boat dealers, retail centers and 
inspectors at boat ramps.   

 
New technology helps biologists track down invasive species (5/30/20) 

The discovery of the mudsnails at the hatchery launched a parallel effort to figure out 
how the tiny snails, previously known in Arizona only in the Colorado River, found their 
way into the closed hatchery system. In their sleuthing for the source of the far-traveled 
mollusk, Arizona Game and Fish and U.S. Forest Service biologists were armed with an 
increasingly important tool. Environmental DNA, or eDNA, as it’s commonly called, 
started being used by biologists about three years ago. 

 
In ‘Operation Hidden Mitten,’ U.S. cracks down on smuggling of hairy-clawed crab 

http://www.iosconews.com/article_6e951d2e-99f3-11ea-8532-77fbba6f0665.html
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-020-02242-4?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-020-02242-4?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-020-02242-4?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals
https://www.record-bee.com/2020/05/27/weeds-and-algae-are-just-part-of-living-on-clear-lake/
https://www.wildlifeforever.org/2020/05/19/wildlife-forever-engages-wake-sports-with-invasive-species-prevention/
http://www.redrocknews.com/2020/05/30/new-technology-helps-biologists-track-down-invasive-species/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/2020/05/us-authorities-crack-down-on-smuggling-of-mitten-crabs/#close
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Concerned about the threat of smuggled mitten crabs escaping into the wild in the U.S., 
authorities are intensifying efforts to intercept crab contraband. “This is a very lucrative 
market, $11.5 billion a year,” Lara-Figuerdo says. “Transnational crime syndicates are 
smuggling them in large quantities.” 

 
Invasive snail is threatening Texas aquatic vegetation and can carry a parasite harmful to humans 
(5/21/20) 

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department is encouraging individuals to report sightings 
of the giant apple snail — an invasive species that is dangerous to vegetation and could 
carry disease. The apple snail, also known as Pomacea maculata, has been spotted in 
numerous bodies of water in Texas, especially in the Houston area, TPWD said in a 
Facebook post. 

 
Dexter, E., S. M. Bollens, and G. Rollwagen-Bollens.  2020.  Native and invasive 
zooplankton show differing responses to decadal-scale increases in maximum 
temperatures in a large temperate river.   Limnology and Oceanography Letters, 
https://doi.org/10.1002/lol2.10162 
 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

 
NOAA selects UW to host new, regional institute for climate, ocean and ecosystem research 
(5/21/20) 

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration announced May 20 that it has 
selected the University of Washington to host NOAA’s Cooperative Institute for Climate, 
Ocean and Ecosystem Studies. The new regional consortium will include faculty and 
staff at the UW, the University of Alaska Fairbanks and Oregon State University. 
Members will contribute expertise, research capacity, technological development, help 
train the next generation of NOAA scientists, and conduct public education and outreach. 
The selection comes with an award of up to $300 million over five years, with the 
potential for renewal for another five years based on successful performance. 
 

Jennifer A. Gervais, Ryan Kovach, Adam Sepulveda, Robert Al-Chokhachy, J. Joseph Giersch & 
Clint C. Muhlfeld. 2020. Climate-induced expansions of invasive species in the Pacific 
Northwest, North America: a synthesis of observations and projections. Biological Invasions. 22, 
pages 2163–2183. [$]  
 

 
OTHER 

 
 
Getting an early warning on invasive species (6/1/20) 

Environmental DNA samples and citizen science tools can provide wildlife managers 
early warnings about invasive species on the landscape. “Complete eradication of an 
invasive is unlikely after it’s well established and widespread,” said Eric Larson, an 

https://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local/article/There-is-an-invasive-species-threatening-Texas-15283960.php
https://www.mysanantonio.com/news/local/article/There-is-an-invasive-species-threatening-Texas-15283960.php
https://doi.org/10.1002/lol2.10162
https://doi.org/10.1002/lol2.10162
https://doi.org/10.1002/lol2.10162
https://doi.org/10.1002/lol2.10162
https://www.washington.edu/news/2020/05/21/noaa-selects-uw-to-host-new-regional-institute-for-climate-ocean-and-ecosystem-research/
https://www.washington.edu/news/2020/05/21/noaa-selects-uw-to-host-new-regional-institute-for-climate-ocean-and-ecosystem-research/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-020-02244-2?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_22_7
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-020-02244-2?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_22_7
https://wildlife.org/getting-an-early-warning-on-invasive-species/?utm_source=getresponse&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ewildlifer_newsletter_professional_members&utm_content=This+Week%27s+eWildlifer+%26+TWS+Talks
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assistant professor of natural resources at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
and the lead author of a study published recently in Frontiers in Ecology and the 
Environment. “So you really need early detection of these insipient invasions for 
eradication to work.” Larson and his co-authors examined various new technologies that 
have emerged in the past decade to find some of the best ways that exotic species could 
be detected early in their invasions. They looked at a number of factors, from citizen 
scientist applications like iNaturalist and eBird to the use of scent detection dogs. 

 
Invasive 'rainbow lizard' population is rapidly increasing in Florida with no end in sight 
(5/26/20) 

African redhead agamas are hard to miss. The male lizards have bright orange heads, 
dark blue bodies, multicolored tails and can grow up to a foot long. Females aren't quite 
as colorful, though they do have some bright spots and share the same stunning stature. 
The invasive species has spread throughout Florida's Treasure Coast and as far north as 
Duval County, increasing its population at an unprecedented rate in the past few years. 
 

These giant invasive lizards are eating their way through Georgia (5/26/20) 
Beware the tegu. With a name that sounds like it could be Godzilla's enemy of the week, 
this ravenous reptile is on a rampage in the American South. Georgia, in particular, is 
feeling the impact of the tegu, thanks to its undiscriminating and relentless appetite. In 
fact, Georgia's Department of Natural Resources issued a plea this month asking anyone 
who spots a tegu to report it immediately. 

 
USGS Brown Treesnake Research Continues at Guam National Wildlife Refuge (5/22/20) 

On May 14, Director Reilly signed a Memorandum of Agreement with the Department of 
the Navy and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The MOA provides for continuity of 
operations for the USFWS and the USGS with construction of new office and lab 
facilities on the Guam National Wildlife Refuge in conjunction with DOD’s construction 
of a Marine Corps firing range. 

 
JOBS/GRANTS 

 
 
 
California Sea Grant State Fellowship 2021 

The California Sea Grant College Program is soliciting applications for the 2021 
California State Fellows Program. The State Fellows Program provides a unique 
educational opportunity for graduate students who are interested in marine, coastal, 
and/or watershed resources and in the decisions affecting those resources in California. 
Modeled after the highly successful Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship Program, the State 
Fellows Program provides an opportunity to acquire hands-on experience in the planning, 
implementation and management of marine, coastal, and/or watershed resource policies 
and programs in the state of California. The program matches highly motivated and 
qualified graduate students and recent graduates with hosts in state, federal or municipal 

https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/fee.2162?campaign=woletoc
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/05/26/african-redhead-agamas-invasive-rainbow-lizards-spread-florida/5260831002/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2020/05/26/african-redhead-agamas-invasive-rainbow-lizards-spread-florida/5260831002/
https://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/animals/stories/these-giant-invasive-lizards-are-eating-their-way-through-georgia
https://www.usgs.gov/news/usgs-brown-treesnake-research-continues-guam-national-wildlife-refuge?utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New%29
https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/fellowships/california-sea-grant-state-fellowship
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agencies in California for a 12-month paid fellowship ($4,022 per month). Application 
Deadline: July 27, 2020 

 
BLM is seeking proposals that will help address aquatic invasive species containment to the 
Lower Colorado River. As well as align with and complement ongoing efforts to address 
quagga mussels on the Lower Colorado River (with a focus on Lake Havasu and Parker Strip 
California).     

 
The Arizona Fisheries and Aquatic Resource Management Funding Opportunity 
Announcement has been posted to Grants.gov.  The Opportunity Number is L20AS00093 
and the CFDA Number is 15.244.  This announcement will close on June 23, 2020 at 
4:30 p.m. ET.     
  
The announcement is accessible by click on the following link or copy and paste into 
your web browsers: https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html 
The funding opportunity announcement number for applicants to apply to is 
L20AS00093.  Applicants should click on the "Search Grants" tab, then in the "Basic 
Search Criteria" they should enter the funding opportunity announcement number which 
is L20AS00093. 
 

 
FEDERAL/STATE/PROVINCIAL  

LEGISLATION, RULES, ACTIONS 
 

 

State/Province 
 

 

Judicial 

Executive 
 
Interior Awards $942,206 to Eradicate Invasive Species in Insular Areas (5/20/20) 

WASHINGTON – U.S. Department of the Interior Assistant Secretary, Insular and 
International Affairs, Douglas W. Domenech today announced $942,206 in fiscal year 
(FY) 2020 Coral Reef and Natural Resources Initiative grants to eradicate and control the 
spread of invasive species in the U.S. territories of Guam and the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI), as well as in the Republic of Palau, and Yap, in the 
Federated States of Micronesia (FSM). 
 
 

 

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html
https://www.doi.gov/oia/press/interior-awards-942206-eradicate-invasive-species-insular-areas?utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New%29
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Congressional 
 
WRDA on Summer 2020 House Floor Schedule (5/29/20) 

WASHINGTON, DC – House Majority Leader Steny H. Hoyer (D-MD) sent a letter to 
Members today regarding the House legislative schedule for summer 2020. You can view 
the calendar here. In the letter, Hoyer said: 
 

Throughout the month of June, legislative work in House committees will be our 
focus, with committees meeting to hold hearings and to mark up and report 
legislation.  Their goal will be to prepare must-pass legislation for consideration 
on the Floor in late June and going through July, including a 2021 National 
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA); an infrastructure package that includes 
reauthorization of expiring surface transportation provisions; a reauthorization of 
the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA); legislation to strengthen and 
expand the Affordable Care Act as more Americans have come to rely on it 
during this pandemic; and appropriation bills for Fiscal Year 2021; among 
others.  Committees will be provided time not only to prepare these and other bills 
for the Floor but also first to adhere to the provisions of H. Res. 965, which 
require each committee to practice with two hearings making use of remote tools 
before any remote markup can be held.  This will ensure that the process of 
considering legislation in committee under new procedures can go smoothly and 
securely.  

In the Senate: S.3591 - America's Water Infrastructure Act of 2020 was passed 
unanimously out of the Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works on May 6, 
2020. For AIS related sections of the S.3591 see the May 4 AIS News 

 
 
Archived House Virtual Roundtable: Crossing the Species Barrier: The Growing Threat of 
Wildlife Disease to Human Health (5/19/20) 

On Tuesday, May 19, Chair Raúl M. Grijalva (D-Ariz.) will lead a roundtable discussion 
on limiting the spread of wildlife-borne diseases to humans. Speakers will discuss how 
the House’s newly passed Heroes Act improves research and testing for diseases at risk of 
being passed to humans and how federal agencies can protect the public from animal-to-
human disease transmission. 
Speakers 
• Chair Grijalva 
• Daniel Ashe, President and CEO, Association of Zoos and Aquariums, Former 

Director of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
• Christine Kreuder Johnson, Professor of Epidemiology and Ecosystem Health, School 

of Veterinary Medicine, University of California, Davis 
• Leslie Dierauf, Former Director, USGS National Wildlife Health Center, Retired 

Wildlife Veterinarian 
• Dave Jessup, Former Executive Director, Wildlife Disease Association, Retired 

Wildlife Veterinarian 
 
 

https://www.majorityleader.gov/content/majority-leader-steny-hoyer-releases-summer-2020-house-floor-schedule
https://www.majorityleader.gov/sites/democraticwhip.house.gov/files/2020CALENDAR-UPDATED528.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3591
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases-republican?ID=31B1D7D5-415E-42F7-B397-E2AF10B3BF2D
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases-republican?ID=31B1D7D5-415E-42F7-B397-E2AF10B3BF2D
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3591
https://ec8c3022-1480-4580-96c0-98958d49781f.filesusr.com/ugd/bb76e5_3e020d62857a474ab16e7304fa04e2fd.pdf
https://naturalresources.house.gov/hearings/virtual-roundtable-crossing-the-species-barrier-the-growing-threat-of-wildlife-disease-to-human-health-and-what-we-can-do-about-it
https://naturalresources.house.gov/hearings/virtual-roundtable-crossing-the-species-barrier-the-growing-threat-of-wildlife-disease-to-human-health-and-what-we-can-do-about-it
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An AIS federal legislative table is posted on the web on the www.westernais.org 
website. Go to https://www.westernais.org/regulations and scroll all the way to the bottom 
 

 
Budget and Appropriations 

 

House spending legislation to be unveiled in July (6/8/20) 

According to E&E Daily: 

Energy and environmental agencies will get a better sense of their fiscal 2021 funding 
next month when House appropriators are due to mark up all 12 of the annual spending 
bills. House Appropriations Chairwoman Nita Lowey announced late last week in a "dear 
colleague" letter that the 12 subcommittees will mark up the bills the week of July 6, 
followed by full committee action the week of July 13. She also said the bills would be 
on the floor the weeks of July 20 and 27.   

Both the House Energy and Water Appropriations Subcommittee and Interior-EPA 
Appropriations Subcommittee are far along in drafting their bills and neither are expected 
to face resistance to being called up in committee next month. Senate appropriators, 
meanwhile, remain on course to start marking up their bills in the third week of June with 
some likely on the floor in July, aides say. Expectations for funding increases are 
minimal after Congress reached a budget deal last year that calls for $635 billion for 
domestic discretionary accounts for fiscal 2021, with a very modest boost of $5 billion 
for domestic agencies, that will leave many at fiscal 2020 levels. Regardless of the 
markups, Congress won't send many, if any, spending bills to the president before the 
new fiscal year begins on Oct. 1. [Source: Reprinted from E&E Daily,  06/8/20, with 
permission from Environment & Energy Publishing, www.eenews.net; 202/628-6500] 

 
 
TRAININGS, WEBINARS, CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS 

 
 

Archived Materials 
 
Archived: COVID-19 and Invasive Species Programs, co-hosted by the Pacific NorthWest 
Economic Region and the Western Governors’ Association under the WGA Working Lands 
Roundtable. 
 
The recording from the webinar, Socially Distant Boater Outreach and Watercraft Inspections, is 
now available: https://invasivemusselcollaborative.net/event/webinar-socially-distant-boater-
outreach-and-watercraft-inspections/ 
 

http://www.westernais.org/
https://www.westernais.org/regulations
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9IKaGEP2QKU&feature=youtu.be
https://invasivemusselcollaborative.net/event/webinar-socially-distant-boater-outreach-and-watercraft-inspections/
https://invasivemusselcollaborative.net/event/webinar-socially-distant-boater-outreach-and-watercraft-inspections/
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NatureServe is running some great weekly presentations and discussions each Thursday, 
including one earlier today that Lindsey Wise presented at about the use of iMapInvasives in 
Oregon, as well as stories from NY using iMap for hemlock woolly adelgid surveys, and PA 
using iMap to track spotted lanternfly. You can view the recording here, password 6y?S+D36 
 
Washington Invasive Species Council’s WISC online trainings are available on-demand at 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjYJiZuq3RP-bASv07nJc99KOzsjWkLHn   
 
No fish left behind: Best practices for using environmental DNA sampling to inform fish 
eradication efforts was recorded & has been posted at: 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/rmrs/events/webinars 
The links to publications referenced: https://www.fs.usda.gov/rmrs/people/kelliejcarim 
 

Events: Webinars, Trainings, Conferences and Meetings 
 

 
Watercraft Inspection Training 

 
For more information, go to website links or contact Quagga D @ (702)236-3814 or 

quaggadee@cox.net 

Because of concerns due to the rapid spread of COVID-19 upcoming meetings 
and events listed below may be postponed, cancelled or converted to 

teleconferencing events. Please check directly with the organizers of these 
events for the most up-to-date information. Stay at home if you can and help 

flatten the curve.  

 
2020 

 
PNW-Invasive Plant Council Trainings: June- July Depending on the season, we are busy 
hosting a series of Early Detection Rapid Response (EDRR) Citizen Science Program trainings, 
group hikes, and cutting-edge noxious weed workshops. You may register for events by clicking 
on our available offerings listed on our website. 
 
AFWA online trainings: MAT’s online learning opportunities provide access for today’s busy 
conservation professionals to educational material developed by industry experts focused on 
leadership and organizational development. In fact, MAT exists specifically to help state fish and 
wildlife agencies, and their partners, with the organizational challenges they encounter while 
managing national resources today. 

 
 
 

https://natureserve.zoom.us/rec/share/u8VZEo312ExJZKPDsUbaQbMKJ4GiX6a8gSRN-fZcyk-mtLxHFnL1ekiOfSRUZxgK
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjYJiZuq3RP-bASv07nJc99KOzsjWkLHn
https://www.fs.usda.gov/rmrs/events/webinars
https://www.fs.usda.gov/rmrs/people/kelliejcarim
mailto:quaggadee@cox.net
https://www.pnw-ipc.org/trainings
https://www.fishwildlife.org/afwa-inspires/mat-team/mat-online-learning
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June 
 
 

#PlayCleanGoWeek June 6-13, 2020 Awareness Week Toolkit: the who, what, when, where, 
why and how of the campaign 
 
WOC Announces Webinar on Portal Providing Indicative Risk Assessment for Vessels: 10 June 
21 May 2020. The World Ocean Council (WOC) – the lead GloFouling Project Partner for 
engaging the global ocean business and investment community – invites interested parties to the 
GloFouling Webinar: “Vessel-Check: An Aquatic Biosecurity Risk Assessment Tool”, 10 June 
at 10:00 am (BST). 
 
[Webinar] The Freshwater Mussel Conservation Webinar Series, co-sponsored by the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service and the Freshwater Mollusk Conservation Society. We will be breaking 
ground on June 16th, 2020 @ 2:00 pm eastern time with a presentation on the "Values of 
Freshwater Mussels" by Dr. David Strayer. 

 
[Webinar] NAISMA: June 17 – Forest Eidbo, Minnesota DNR: Making educational signage that 
people actually read, according to the experts 

 
Virtual Meeting: The next meeting of the Washington Invasive Species Council will be held on 
Wednesday, June 17 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Originally, this was to be a travel meeting, but 
due to continued caution regarding COVID-19, the meeting has been converted to a shortened 
online meeting. The meeting agenda has been posted online and is available at: 
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/council/meetings/ 
 
Virtual Meeting: The next meeting of the 100th Meridian Initiative Columbia River Basin Team 
will be a virtual meeting because of COVID-19. We anticipate starting at 9 am PDT on Tuesday, 
June 23rd.  Part of the morning session will be dedicated to the CRB Dreissenid Monitoring 
Forum. We will continue the meeting on June 24 (if necessary), ending no later than early 
afternoon. For further information contact Leah Elwell (leah@stopais.org) 

 
 

July 
 

Riviera: Marine Coatings Webinar Week 06 July 2020 - 10 July 2020 09:00 - 16:45 
Beginning in the second week of July, we will be holding a series of daily webinars, 
meticulously researched and organised to give operators insights on applying tank coatings, hull 
coatings and biofouling that meet operational and budgetary requirements. The webinars are 
designed to strike the right balance between transmission of key information and interaction with 
the expert panel assembled. Registration required.  

• Tank coatings and your ticket to trade Date: Tuesday 7 July - Time: 15:00-15:45 BST 
• Separating hype and hull coatings Date: Wednesday 8 July - Time: 09:00-09:45 BST 
• Biofouling – the next Ballast Water Date: Thursday 9 July - Time: 16:00-16:45 BST 

 

https://info.playcleango.org/hubfs/2019%20PCG%20Theme/2020%20PCG%20Infographics%20and%20Files/2020%20Toolkit.pdf
https://www.glofouling.imo.org/webinar/7
https://www.glofouling.imo.org/webinar/7
https://doilearn2.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=doilearn2&service=6&rnd=0.18781865952126386&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fdoilearn2.webex.com%2Fec3300%2Feventcenter%2Fprogram%2FprogramDetail.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26internalProgramTicket%3D4832534b000000021cfa66ac79cee6d04a6cc581e4bb8a5cf3a56d26a89b4024faa68f9a7e7b2fd7%26siteurl%3Ddoilearn2%26internalProgramTicketUnList%3D4832534b000000021cfa66ac79cee6d04a6cc581e4bb8a5cf3a56d26a89b4024faa68f9a7e7b2fd7%26cProgViewID%3D72052%26PRID%3D290b4f41621c33a138dc56ba395433ca
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/council/
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/council/meetings/
https://www.westernais.org/regional
mailto:leah@stopais.org
https://www.rivieramm.com/events/events/marine-coatings-webinar-week
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[Webinar] NAISMA: July 15 – Gary Lovett, Cary Institute of Ecosystem Science: Invasive 
forest pests in the U.S.:  Impacts and policy solutions 

 
2020 60th Aquatic Plant Management Society (APMS) Meeting Date: Jul 19, 2020 to Jul 22, 
2020. Venue: Hyatt Regency San Antonio Riverwalk. Location: San Antonio, Texas 
 

August 
 
2020 105th Ecological Society of America Annual Meeting 
Date: Aug 02, 2020 to Aug 07, 2020. Venue: Salt Palace Convention Center. Location: Salt Lake 
City, Utah. https://www.esa.org/saltlake/   
 
Action Invasive Species Research Conference 2020 - Turning Science into Action, taking place 
in Kelowna, BC, August 18 - 20, 2020.  Unfortunately, we are postponing until 2021, but are 
looking to hold a small virtual event focused on research. Stay Tuned.  
 
 
[Webinar] NAISMA: August 19 TBA 
 

September 
 

[Webinar] NAISMA: September 16 – Ken Donnelly, Beyond Attitude Consulting: Leaps and 
Bounds – How to jump over the barriers to preventing the spread of invasive species 

 
October 

VIRTUAL NAISMA Conference: Transboundary Cooperation October 6-8, The only invasive 
species management conference to… Bridge geographic divides between West and East, North 
and South, land and water, Connect science to action through research, policy, and outreach 
initiatives and opportunities across North America.  

World Fisheries Congress 11-15 October, 2020 Adelaide, Australia 

2020 15th Annual Biocontrol Industry Meeting: Date: Oct 19, 2020 to Oct 21, 2020. 
Venue: Congress Center Basel. Location: Basel, Switzerland 

Announcing UMISC 2020 Pathways to Success: Partnerships and Purpose 
Oct. 12 - 14, Duluth, MN 
 
[Webinar] NAISMA: October 21 TBA 

 
November 

 
Dear friends of the Upper Midwest Invasive Species Conference, As we make the pivot to an 
online event this fall, the UMISC Executive Committee decided to adjust our dates to avoid 
overlap with other relevant conferences and field season. UMISC Online will be held November 

https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
http://www.apms.org/annual-meeting/2020-annual-meeting/
https://www.esa.org/saltlake/
https://events.bcinvasives.ca/about-invasivespeciesresearchconference
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/conferences/
https://wfc2020.com.au/
https://www.abim.ch/home.html
https://www.umisc.net/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.umisc.net/
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2 - November 6, 2020. We are expanding to a whole week to accommodate the breadth of 
content the UMISC audience expects with sufficient time for breaks and networking. If polls are 
open on Election Day, there will be extra free-time that day for voting! We are also extending the 
call for abstracts deadline a final time to June 19th. 

 
[Webinar] NAISMA: November 25 TBA 
 

December 
 

Innovations in Invasive Species Management Conference and Training December 14-17th, 2020, 
Nashville, TN 
 

 
2021 

 
May 

 
International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions XI Annapolis, Maryland, USA, May 10-14, 
2021 
The Society for the Study of Marine Bioinvasions (SSMB) is excited to invite you to attend the 
XIth International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions in Annapolis, Maryland, USA. The 
meeting dates will be May 10-14th, 2021 (including associated activities), and the conference 
will be hosted by the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center’s Marine Invasions Lab. We 
are actively working with the SSMB Scientific Steering Committee to create a stimulating and 
productive program. Information on meeting themes, guest speakers, special events, student 
travel funds, and local attractions will be posted on our website over the coming months: 
http://www.marinebioinvasions.info 
 
 

________________ 
 
TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org. 
AIS NEWS was compiled by Robyn Draheim and Stephen Phillips. Past issues of AIS NEWS can 
be found @ http://www.westernais.org/   under the “News” tab. 

https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.invasiveplantcontrol.com/conference20/
https://www.invasiveplantcontrol.com/conference20/
https://www.marinebioinvasions.info/
http://www.marinebioinvasions.info/
mailto:sphillips@psmfc.org
http://www.westernais.org/
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