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RECOMMENDED  

 
National Invasive Species Council 

 
NISC is pleased to announce that the NISC Annual Work Plan for FY2021 received its final 

clearance from the Co-Chair agencies this past Friday.  The Work Plan outlines: the completion 
of outstanding items from the FY2020 Work Plan on rapid response and eDNA; new activities 
on wildland fire and disaster response; and facilitation of interagency dialogue in the areas of 

advanced biotechnology, information management, the National Environmental Protection Act, 
and public health (as they relate to invasive species). 

 
… 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Notice of Availability for the 

DRAFT INTEGRATED LETTER REPORT AND 
PROGRAMMATIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

Federal Participation in Watercraft Inspection Stations 
Upper Colorado River Basin 

 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps), Albuquerque District, has posted a “Draft 

Integrated Letter Report and Programmatic Environmental Assessment Federal 
Participation in Watercraft Inspection Stations Upper Colorado River Basin” on the district 

https://www.doi.gov/invasivespecies
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/nisc-fy2021-annual-work-plan-2020-10-final.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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website. The Draft Letter Report summarizes existing watercraft inspection stations in the states 
of Arizona, Colorado, New Mexico, Utah and Wyoming, and describes possible cost-shared 

measures between states and the Corps to improve the effectiveness of watercraft inspections to 
protect the Upper Colorado River Basin. 

Public review of the Draft Integrated Letter Report and Programmatic Environmental 
Assessment begins on October 26th, 2020, and comments are requested to be received no 

later than November 30th, 2020. The document will also be available on the Corps web site at 
 https://www.spa.usace.army.mil/Missions/Environmental/Environmental-Compliance-
Documents/Environmental-Assessments-FONSI/ 
 

 An electronic copy will be sent upon receipt of an email request to the address below. 
Comments on the Letter Report and DEA or requests for additional information can be emailed 

to Michael Porter at: Upper.Colorado.River.Watercraft.Inspection.Stations@usace.army.mil. 
Phone and voicemail (505) 342-3264. 

 
--- 

NW RISCC: Invasive Species and Climate Change Survey 
 

The newly formed Northwest Regional Invasive Species and Climate Change Network (NW 
RISCC) is a community of practice dedicated to helping practitioners address the nexus of 

climate change and invasive species, including plants, animals, and pathogens. The objective of 
NW RISCC and of the survey is to help practitioners within federal, tribal, state, and local 

agencies and conservation organizations integrate climate change science and adaptation with 
invasive species prevention, early detection, control, monitoring, and research activities. 

 
The NW RISCC Advisory Team invites you to participate in a survey about invasive species in a 

changing climate. We are seeking input from individuals with interest and/or experience in 
invasive species management and climate change adaptation, such as scientists, resource 
managers, conservation practitioners, field crew personnel, fire managers, agency leads, 

agricultural specialists, and more. Your input will be used to help shape the strategic agenda and 
action plan for the Network, including partnership and funding opportunities.  

 
The survey should take ~10-15 minutes to complete. Responses will be summarized (without 

names) and shared with all respondents. Please complete the survey by November 25. 
 

--- 
 

Vessel Incidental Discharge National Standards of Performance 
 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is publishing for public comment a proposed 
rule under the Vessel Incidental Discharge Act that would establish national standards of 
performance for marine pollution control devices for discharges incidental to the normal 

operation of primarily non-military and non-recreational vessels 79 feet in length and above into 
the waters of the United States or the waters of the contiguous zone. The proposed national 

standards of performance were developed in coordination with the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) 

https://www.spa.usace.army.mil/Missions/Environmental/Environmental-Compliance-Documents/Environmental-Assessments-FONSI/
https://www.spa.usace.army.mil/Missions/Environmental/Environmental-Compliance-Documents/Environmental-Assessments-FONSI/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GTXNP3L
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GTXNP3L
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GTXNP3L
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GTXNP3L
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/10/26/2020-22385/vessel-incidental-discharge-national-standards-of-performance
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and in consultation with interested Governors. The proposed standards, once finalized and 
implemented through corresponding USCG regulations addressing implementation, compliance, 

and enforcement, would reduce the discharge of pollutants from vessels and streamline the 
current patchwork of federal, state, and local vessel discharge requirements. Additionally, EPA is 

proposing procedures for states to follow if they choose to petition EPA to issue an emergency 
order, to review any standard of performance, regulation, or policy, to request additional 

requirements with respect to discharges in the Great Lakes, or to apply to EPA to prohibit one or 
more types of vessel discharges proposed for regulation in this rulemaking into specified waters 

to provide greater environmental protection. 
 

Comments must be received on or before November 25, 2020. Under the Paperwork 
Reduction Act (PRA), comments on the information collection provisions are best assured of 

consideration if the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) receives a copy of your 
comments on or before November 25, 2020. 

 
 More information here. and Federal Register Notice HERE 

 
 

--- 
 

EPA Administrator Wheeler Announces Proposed Action to Cancel Irgarol Uses 
(10/23/20) 

At an event today in Ruskin, Fla., U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator 
Andrew Wheeler announced that the agency is proposing to cancel certain uses of irgarol in 

order to better protect coral and other aquatic life. Irgarol is most often used in antifoulant paint 
that is applied to protect boat hulls. 

 
“EPA is proposing to cancel the use of the biocide irgarol to better protect coral and other 

aquatic life,” said EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler. “Protecting the health of the plants and 
animals within our oceans, lake and rivers is a priority for EPA. There are less environmentally 

persistent alternatives to using irgarol for the boating industry, and our proposed action will 
better protect coral from the harmful effects of the compound.” 

 
After completing an ecological risk assessment, EPA determined that irgarol, which is used in 
antifoulant paint and as a materials preservative in algicidal paints, is toxic to both freshwater 
and marine plants, including causing the bleaching of coral. To address these issues, EPA is 
proposing to cancel all uses of irgarol as an antifoulant paint through the Federal Insecticide, 
Fungicide and Rodenticide Act (FIFRA) registration review process. The agency will accept 

public comments on this proposed interim decision (PID) until December 22, 2020, in 
docket EPA-HQ-OPP-2010-0003 at https://beta.regulations.gov/search?filter=EPA-HQ-OPP-

2010-0003%20 
 

--- 
 
 
 

https://www.epa.gov/vessels-marinas-and-ports/vessel-incidental-discharge-act-vida
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/10/26/2020-22385/vessel-incidental-discharge-national-standards-of-performance
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-administrator-wheeler-announces-proposed-action-cancel-irgarol-uses
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-administrator-wheeler-announces-proposed-action-cancel-irgarol-uses
https://beta.regulations.gov/document/EPA-HQ-OPP-2010-0003-0010
https://beta.regulations.gov/search?filter=EPA-HQ-OPP-2010-0003%20
https://beta.regulations.gov/search?filter=EPA-HQ-OPP-2010-0003%20
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Government of Canada Launches Public Engagement on First-Ever Aquaculture Act 
From: Fisheries and Oceans Canada 

August 17, 2020  
 

Ottawa, ON - Sustainable aquaculture is a cornerstone of Canada’s fish and seafood sector, 
playing an important role in the country’s food security and helping drive economic growth, 

particularly in rural, coastal, and Indigenous communities. 
 

Today, the Minister of Fisheries, Oceans, and the Canadian Coast Guard, the Honourable 
Bernadette Jordan, launched the next phase of the Government’s public engagement on the first-
ever Aquaculture Act. The proposed Act will provide more clarity and certainty as this industry 

continues to develop across Canada, while respecting federal, provincial, and territorial 
jurisdictions. 

 
A discussion paper providing background on aquaculture in Canada, rationale for the proposed 
legislation and an overview of the elements proposed for the new Act, is now available online 

with key questions to guide feedback to the Government on this important initiative. The public 
is invited to visit https://dfo-mpo.gc.ca/aquaculture/act-loi/consultations-eng.html  and will have 

until January 15, 2021 to participate in this round of consultation. 
 

--- 
    

NOAA:  
Announcement of Request of Information for Aquaculture Opportunity Areas 

 
NOAA is seeking public input on creation of Aquaculture Opportunity Areas in federal waters of 

the Gulf of Mexico and waters off of southern California via a 60-day public comment period 
which will be open through 12-22-2020. The public and our stakeholders are encouraged to 
provide comments for AOA creation in these areas as well as the location of future AOAs. 

Establishing these Aquaculture Opportunity Areas are part of NOAA’s responsibility under the 
May 2020 Executive Order on Promoting American Seafood Competitiveness and Economic 

Growth. 
 

The public input provided in response to this Request for Information will inform NOAA as it 
works with federal agencies, appropriate Regional Fishery Management Councils, and in 

coordination with appropriate state and tribal governments to identify geographic areas that will 
be considered in more depth through the Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement. To 

identify each AOA, NOAA will use a combination of powerful data-driven siting analysis using 
hundreds of types of data on ocean uses and this public input. The synthesis of these two 

essential elements will highlight space that is environmentally, socially, and economically 
appropriate for commercial aquaculture. 

 
The AOA announcement, supporting materials, and links to the RFI are available on the NOAA 

Fisheries site at www.fisheries.noaa.gov/aquaculture-opportunity-areas 
 
 

https://www.canada.ca/en/fisheries-oceans/news/2020/08/government-of-canada-launches-public-engagement-on-first-ever-aquaculture-act.html
https://dfo-mpo.gc.ca/aquaculture/act-loi/consultations-eng.html
http://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/aquaculture-opportunity-areas
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NEW SPECIES SIGHTINGS 
 

Want to get more new species alerts? 
USGS NAS: https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx 

IMAP INVASIVES: https://www.imapinvasives.org 
 

DREISSENIDS 
 

OTHER AIS 
 
[Colorado] Invasive New Zealand Mudsnails Discovered In South Boulder Creek (10/30/20) 
 
[Guam] Invasive Brown Treesnake Present on Cocos Island (11/5/20) 
 
[Minnesota] 12-year-old discovers invasive [Corbicula] clams in Minnesota lake (11/12/20) 

WATCH LIST 
 
Help the DFO by spotting the invasive European green crab in B.C. waters (7/25/20) 
… sightings can be reported to the DFO at AISPACIFIC@dfo-mpo.gc.ca in the Pacific region. 
Those reporting are encouraged to submit a photograph, a GPS location and date of sighting, and 
a note of any distinguishing features… 
 
PNW Invasive Plant Council: Greetings Citizen Scientist! 
 Please don't forget to upload your invasive species survey data for the season!  We hope that 
some of you have been able to get in a few fall hikes and survey for invasive plants while 
out.  The link to log into your EDDMapS page where you can log in,  click on "Plants, " and 
scroll to the bottom of the page to find the PNW IPC icon link is 
here https://www.eddmaps.org/west/report/survey.cfm.   
 
Asian Giant Hornets:  
First murder hornet nest found to have 200 queens capable of spawning new nests (11/10/20) 
BC plans for Asian giant hornet different; Washington 'got lucky' (10/29/20) 
 

 
DREISSENID MUSSELS

 
 
[Montana] FWP Finds Record Number Of Mussel-Fouled Boats, No New Infestations (11/18/20) 
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks and partners this year intercepted more than twice as many 
boats carrying invasive mussels as any other year. During a virtual summit Wednesday, Thomas 
Woolf, aquatic invasive species bureau chief with FWP, said the majority of the 35 mussel 
fouled boats came from the Midwest, including a sailboat with live mussels headed for Coeur 
d’Alene. “The majority of those were recently purchased. So people are buying them. They’re 
contracting a hauler to move them out here or they’re actually taking a drive to pick up a boat 

https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx
https://www.imapinvasives.org/
https://bouldercolorado.gov/newsroom/invasive-new-zealand-mudsnails-discovered-in-south-boulder-creek
https://www.usgs.gov/news/invasive-brown-treesnake-present-cocos-island-agencies-working-prevent-further-spread?utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New%29
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2020/11/15/12yearold-discovers-invasive-clams-in-minnesota-lake
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/invasive-green-crab-1.5659843
https://www.eddmaps.org/west/report/survey.cfm
https://www.eddmaps.org/west/report/survey.cfm
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/nov/10/murder-hornet-nest-queens-washington?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.timescolonist.com/news/local/b-c-plans-for-asian-giant-hornet-different-washington-got-lucky-1.24228569
https://www.mtpr.org/post/fwp-finds-record-number-mussel-fouled-boats-no-new-infestations
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and bringing it back, which is a problem if the boat’s in the water. They test drive the thing, they 
load it up on the trailer and it’s in Montana in two days," Woolf said. 
 
[Texas] Our Water: TPWD regulation changes makes invasive species management easier 
(11/18/20) 
The Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission has approved changes to regulations regarding exotic 
aquatic species which may make dealing with invasive species easier. Those with waterfront 
property who need to remove Zebra Mussels from water infrastructure must currently scrape 
them off into the water or smash them. Under the new rules it will be legal to possess them, and 
black bag them for transport. Another regulation change aimed at helping West Texas, allows out 
of state sellers to ship in desired fish species. 
 
[Minnesota] Research using copper in Lake Minnetonka to eradicate zebra mussels shows 
promise (11/4/20) 
Research on the use of a copper-based pesticide to fight zebra mussels in Lake Minnetonka 
continued to show the treatment's effectiveness in the study's second year, University of 
Minnesota researchers have reported. The copper solution, first applied in July 2019, 
dramatically decreased the population of zebra mussels — especially on veligers, their larval 
form — while leaving native fish mostly unharmed, said Angelique Dahlberg, a Ph.D. student 
and researcher at the U's Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center. Dahlberg spoke 
Tuesday at the Upper Midwest Invasive Species Conference. 

 
BOAT INSPECTION/DECON/TECH NEWS 

 
 
[Montana] Average number of boat inspections this summer at Whitefish Lake (11/18/20) 
About 1,600 boats were inspected for aquatic invasive species this summer at two check stations 
on Whitefish Lake. There were about 750 inspections completed at City Beach and about 930 
were performed at Whitefish Lake State Park. All motorized and non-motorized watercraft are 
required to be inspected prior to launching in the lake. Inspection stations run by the City of 
Whitefish, in partnership with the Whitefish Lake Institute, are open on the lake from May 
through August. The total number of inspections at those two stations has stayed relatively 
steady the last two years with a total of about 1,700 inspections in 2019 and about 2,100 
complete in 2018. 
 
[Wyoming] WGFD inspects record number of watercraft (11/3/20) 
The aquatic invasive species program in northeast Wyoming inspected a record number of 
watercraft during the 2020 season…To prevent the spread of AIS, check stations were operated 
in the Sheridan Region April 18 through Sept. 27, and more than 10,000 watercraft were 
inspected. After thorough inspections 71 watercraft required a decontamination to eliminate the 
biological risk of contaminating the watercraft’s next water. In 2019, Sheridan Region AIS 
personnel inspected 5,768 watercraft and performed 32 decontaminations. 
 
[Montana] The AIS effort is a continuing learning and adjustment experience (10/30/20) 
Every year in the zebra and quagga mussel prevention effort in Montana is an exercise in 
learning and application of lessons learned in the field. This year the Aquatic Invasive Species 

https://www.conchovalleyhomepage.com/water/our-water-tpwd-regulation-changes-makes-invasive-species-management-easier/
https://www.conchovalleyhomepage.com/water/our-water-tpwd-regulation-changes-makes-invasive-species-management-easier/
https://www.startribune.com/research-using-copper-in-lake-minnetonka-to-eradicate-zebra-mussels-shows-promise/572976762/
https://www.startribune.com/research-using-copper-in-lake-minnetonka-to-eradicate-zebra-mussels-shows-promise/572976762/
https://whitefishpilot.com/news/2020/nov/18/average-number-boat-inspections-summer-whitefish-l/
https://www.thesheridanpress.com/news/local/wgfd-inspects-record-number-of-watercraft/article_ba8b6afa-1ddb-11eb-a35d-a7801f3f07b5.html
http://www.charkoosta.com/news/the-ais-effort-is-a-continuing-learning-and-adjustment-experience/article_7d7a1478-1add-11eb-8689-4fa3f2e9d3f9.html
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effort was a little different with the shadow of the COVID-19 hanging over it. That required an 
immediate adjustment to the water-craft inspection station operations that added another mantra 
to Clean, Drain and Dry with wash your hands, wear a mask and social distance. Despite that, a 
record number of inspections at 133,143 were conducted without any passing of COVID-19 to or 
from inspectors, and 35 fouled water-craft were flagged. The lessons learned will be applied to 
next season's inspection operations as will others learned this summer's boating season. 

 
BALLAST WATER/BIOFOULING 

 
 
Policy Letter: Testing Alternate Components for a Type-Approved Ballast Water Management 
System (11/18/20) 
The Coast Guard’s Office of Operating and Environmental Standards has published a Policy 
Letter to provide guidance on the testing and validation of alternate components requested to be 
used with a type-approved Ballast Water Management System (BWMS). 
 
Testing Of Ballast Water Systems On The Agenda As IMO Meets in International Shipping 
News (11/17/20) 
As the International Maritime Organization’s (IMO) Marine Environment Protection Committee 
(MEPC) meets for its 75th session on 16 to 20 November, regulations on ballast water testing is 
expected to be adopted. Starting on 16 November, delegates from all over the globe, 
participating from the safety of their homes, will attend the MEPC 75 meeting virtually, as the 
COVID-19 pandemic has changed the way IMO conducts its meetings. Although the agenda is 
highly truncated to accommodate the new meeting style, adoption of new regulation on Ballast 
Water Management (BWM) commissioning testing is one the important items on the agenda. 
 
Ballast water treatment: research into full-flow electro-chlorination system (11/12/20) 
Ballast water management system (BWMS) manufacturer ERMA FIRST has published detailed 
research comparing the effectiveness of its full-flow electro-chlorination technology with ultra-
violet technologies, side-stream ballast water systems and systems without filters  
 
Ballast water implementation: 'the gift that keeps on giving' (11/9/20) 
Decades of regulatory development have brought the industry to the point where ballast water 
treatment system implementation is well underway, but closure is still a long way off, said 
experts at Riviera’s What’s next for the ballast water sector? [$] webinar 
 
The how, why, and when of ballast water testing (11/6/20) 
Experts at Riviera’s Ballast water testing and compliance: match fit and fit-for-purpose? webinar 
discussed when ballast water testing might become universally required and how to achieve 
installation to ensure the ballast water output will comply 
 
Marine Safety Center issues Ballast Water Management System Type Approval Certificate to 
Knutsen Ballast Water AS (11/6/20) 
The Coast Guard Marine Safety Center issued the 38th U.S. Coast Guard Ballast Water 
Management System Type Approval Certificate to Knutsen Ballast Water AS after a detailed 

https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/11/18/policy-letter-testing-alternate-components-for-a-type-approved-ballast-water-management-system/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/11/18/policy-letter-testing-alternate-components-for-a-type-approved-ballast-water-management-system/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/testing-of-ballast-water-systems-on-the-agenda-as-imo-meets/
https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/testing-of-ballast-water-systems-on-the-agenda-as-imo-meets/
https://www.rivieramm.com/news-content-hub/news-content-hub/ballast-water-treatment-management-research-into-full-flow-electro-chlorination-system-61724
https://www.rivieramm.com/news-content-hub/news-content-hub/ballast-water-the-gift-that-keeps-on-giving-61630
https://www.rivieramm.com/login?Refdoc=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Erivieramm%2Ecom%2Fwebinar%2Dlibrary%2Fballast%2Dwater%2Fwhats%2Dnext%2Dfor%2Dthe%2Dballast%2Dwater%2Dsector
https://www.rivieramm.com/news-content-hub/news-content-hub/the-how-why-and-when-of-ballast-water-testing-61607
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/11/06/marine-safety-center-issues-ballast-water-management-system-type-approval-certificate-to-knutsen-ballast-water-as/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/11/06/marine-safety-center-issues-ballast-water-management-system-type-approval-certificate-to-knutsen-ballast-water-as/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
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review of the manufacturer’s type approval application determined the system met the 
requirements of 46 CFR 162.060. 
 
Vessels face mid-life crisis over AMS extension deadlines (11/4/20) 
Another ballast water management deadline is looming; but owners and operators whose 
installed systems are operating under the US Coast Guard’s (USCG) Alternate Management 
System (AMS) may be able to secure extensions of 12 months or more if they present evidence 
that the vendor has commenced testing for Coast Guard type-approval, submitted a USCG type-
approval application and is pending approval, or requires additional time to complete the upgrade 
to the USCG type-approval configurations. 
 
FAQs: IMO Resolution MSC.402(96) and Navigation and Vessel Inspection Circular (NVIC) 
03-19 (11/1/20) 
The Office of Design and Engineering Standards has released Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs) pertaining to IMO Resolution MSC.402(96) and Navigation and Vessel Inspection 
Circular (NVIC) 03-19, “Maintenance, Thorough Examination, Operational Testing, Overhaul 
And Repair Of Lifeboats And Rescue Boats, Launching Appliances And Release Gear”. 
Questions received from vessel owner/operators, service providers, original equipment 
manufacturers, and authorized class societies have been consolidated and organized by topic. 
The FAQs are posted here: https://www.dco.uscg.mil/CG-ENG-4/FAQ/ 
 
Hopewell Valley Central High School student figures out natural way to keep barnacles off boats 
(10/31/20) 
Her project was “Simulating Slipping Snails: Mitigating Climate Change and Ocean-borne 
Invasive Species Transport with Biomimicry.” Charlotte’s project examined natural ways that 
sea creatures resist biofouling with slimy coatings or tooth-like scales called denticles. Charlotte 
hypothesized that something similar could work on ship hulls. Her research and experiments 
showed that plastic coatings with shark skin-like denticles worked best, and even reduced the 
drag of a clean hull. The results can be of great benefit to shipping as well as to the marine 
environment, according to the statement. 
 

MARINE  
 

 
[Washington] Scientists wrap up trapping season, catching 253 invasive green crab (11/11/20) 
Washington scientists finished the first full season of European green crab trapping, leaving mid-
October after trapping 253 of the invasive crab in Drayton Harbor. “We knew there were quite a 
few but once we reached over 200 we realized this was a lot more than we were expecting,” said 
Allie Simpson, ecosystem project coordinator for Northwest Straits Commission. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.rivieramm.com/opinion/vessels-face-mid-life-crisis-over-ams-extension-deadlines-61519
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/11/01/faqs-imo-resolution-msc-40296-and-navigation-and-vessel-inspection-circular-nvic-03-19/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/11/01/faqs-imo-resolution-msc-40296-and-navigation-and-vessel-inspection-circular-nvic-03-19/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/CG-ENG-4/FAQ/
https://centraljersey.com/2020/10/31/hopewell-valley-central-high-school-student-figures-out-natural-way-to-keep-barnacles-off-boats/
https://centraljersey.com/2020/10/31/hopewell-valley-central-high-school-student-figures-out-natural-way-to-keep-barnacles-off-boats/
https://www.thenorthernlight.com/stories/scientists-wrap-up-trapping-season-catching-253-invasive-green-crab,11908
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AQUACULTURE 
 

 
Open-net salmon farms on their way out of B.C. waters (11/12/20) 
The federal government is launching consultations on salmon farms with the aim of developing a 
concrete plan for removing open-net pens from B.C. waters. Canada’s fisheries minister, 
Bernadette Jordan, was given the mandate to develop the plan by 2025, and today announced 
Parliamentary Secretary Terry Beech will lead the engagement with B.C. First Nations, the 
aquaculture industry, conservation groups and provincial government counterparts. In an online 
press conference today, Beech described a sense of urgency to move forward but could not 
provide specific dates on when the transition will be achieved. 
 
'We won': Indigenous group in Canada scoops up billion dollar seafood firm (11/12/20) 
For generations, Indigenous peoples in Canada have watched, often in frustration, as commercial 
industries profit from the land and waters their ancestors once harvested. This week, however, 
excitement replaced irritation as a group of First Nations announced plans to scoop up one of the 
largest seafood companies in North America. Early this week, leaders of the Membertou and 
Miawpukek First Nations, both of which are Mi’kmaq communities, reached an agreement to 
buy Nova Scotia-based Clearwater Seafoods in a deal worth C$1bn (£580m). Heralded as the 
“single largest investment in the seafood industry by any Indigenous group in Canada”, the 
landmark deal comes at a critical moment for Indigenous communities in the region, as tensions 
remain high over their treatied fishing rights. 
 
Genetically engineered salmon production illegally approved by FDA, judge in S.F. rules 
(11/8/20) 
The government illegally approved a breed of genetically engineered salmon without assessing 
the harm the fish might cause if they escaped their confines and interbred with other salmon 
species, a federal judge ruled Thursday. 
 
California offshore yellowtail farm takes first steps down long regulatory road... (11/2/20) 
A yellowtail farm proposed off the California coast has completed its first steps toward what 
could become the first commercial-scale finfish operation in US federal waters. But there's a 
long way to go still. ... 

 
 

FISH 
 

 
Common Carp Are Initially Repelled by a Broadband Outboard Motor Sound in a Lock Chamber 
but Habituate Rapidly (9/10/20) North American Journal of Fisheries Management 
https://doi.org/10.1002/nafm.10517 [$] 
 
A Canadian first: Montreal company WILDER HARRIER launches dog food made from Asian 
carp (11/6/20) 
Wilder Harrier, a Montreal brand known for making alternative protein pet food with a low 
environmental footprint, is launching a dog food made from Asian carp. This innovative product 

https://www.thenorthernview.com/news/open-net-salmon-farms-on-their-way-out-of-b-c-waters/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/nov/12/canada-clearwater-seafoods-mikmaq-first-nation-fishing?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.newsbreak.com/california/san-francisco/news/2097067002226/genetically-engineered-salmon-production-illegally-approved-by-fda-judge-in-sf-rules
https://www.newsbreak.com/california/san-francisco/news/2097067002226/genetically-engineered-salmon-production-illegally-approved-by-fda-judge-in-sf-rules
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2020/11/02/california-yellowtail-farm-takes-first-steps-down-long-regulatory-road/
https://doi.org/10.1002/nafm.10517
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/a-canadian-first-montreal-company-wilder-harrier-launches-dog-food-made-from-asian-carp-854405332.html
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/a-canadian-first-montreal-company-wilder-harrier-launches-dog-food-made-from-asian-carp-854405332.html
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is now distributed in most Quebec pet supplies stores. The food will be available in the rest of 
Canada starting in January 2021. 
 
Flies For Dinner: Purina To Offer Bug Based Dog and Cat Food (11/6/20) 
Purina also plans to offer U.S. consumers an insect-based dry dog formula in January online, 
Lorie Westhoff, a Purina spokeswoman said. It will be rolled out along with several other 
formulas using protein alternatives, like the invasive Asian carp, she said. 

 
AQUATIC PLANTS 

 
In The Weeds: Invasive Aquatic Plants Can Increase Juvenile Salmon Predation Risk (11/2/20) 
For juvenile Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) migrating through the Sacramento-
San Joaquin Delta, hungry non-native predatory species pose a threat to their survival. However, 
disentangling the effect of predation from other threats to salmon survival is exceedingly 
difficult. Predation is often studied either in an unnatural laboratory setting where scientists have 
total control over the environment, or in a natural system where scientists have no control over 
the environment. To bridge this gap, a group of researchers recently developed a compromise 
between a controlled laboratory and chaotic natural setting. By constructing an experimental 
enclosure along a riverbank, they could control numbers of predators and prey, evaluate the 
effects of different habitat features, and still provide natural environmental conditions (Zeug et 
al. 2020). Their findings published in the journal Estuaries and Coasts highlight that non-native 
aquatic plants may increase predation risk of juvenile salmon. 
 

FRESHWATER 
 

 
[Oregon] Opinion: Fight the bullfrog invaders: Help the Oregon spotted frog (11/2/20) 
Eat a bullfrog. Save the Oregon spotted frog. Ask your local restaurant or grocer if they have 
bullfrog legs. Save the Oregon spotted frog. Encourage dissections of bullfrogs in high school 
biology. Save the Oregon spotted frog. We know the idea of eating a bullfrog or dissections may 
be disgusting to some, but bullfrogs are just about worthy of a bounty. Do you want greater 
restrictions on waterways in Oregon? The bullfrog gobbling up Oregon spotted frogs could jump 
the federal government in that direction. Fight the bullfrog invasion. 
 
Escaped cloned female mutant crayfish take over Belgian cemetery (10/23/20) 
Hundreds of the duplicating crustaceans, which can dig down to up to a metre and are always 
female, pose a deadly threat to local biodiversity after colonising a historic Antwerp graveyard. 
"It's impossible to round up all of them. It's like trying to empty the ocean with a thimble," said 
Kevin Scheers, of the Flemish Institute for Nature and Woodland Research. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.npr.org/2020/11/06/932241981/flies-for-dinner-purina-to-offer-bug-based-dog-cat-food
https://fishbio.com/field-notes/the-fish-report/weeds-invasive-aquatic-plants-can-increase-juvenile-salmon-predation-risk
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12237-020-00836-8
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12237-020-00836-8
https://www.bendbulletin.com/opinion/editorial-fight-the-bullfrog-invaders-help-the-oregon-spotted-frog/article_1ead6270-1af5-11eb-af17-579726415fa5.html
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/world/escaped-cloned-female-mutant-crayfish-take-over-belgian-cemetery/YZDGK4GTJKKML7Y76OELOTHGPA/


Return to top 
 

11 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

 
IMO Committee holds key discussions on GHG reduction measures (11/16/20) 
Crucial measures to further reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from ships will be 
discussed by IMO’s Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC), which is meeting 
virtually this week (16-20 November).  
 
Q & A: The Great Lakes are stressed. Climate change is making it worse. (11/11/20) 
The Great Lakes are struggling under the combined weight of many ailments, from invasive 
species and toxic chemicals to the nutrient runoffs that fuel Lake Erie’s chronic algae problem. 
And in many cases, climate change is making it worse. 

 
OTHER 

 
 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Announces Winner of National Prize Challenge to Defeat Bat-
Killing Fungus 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) announced today that a team of six researchers 
from Oregon State University and the University of California, Santa Cruz are the winners of a 
national prize challenge to combat white-nose syndrome (WNS), a lethal wildlife disease that has 
killed millions of bats in North America and pushed some native bat species to the brink of 
extinction. The Service's White-nose Syndrome Program launched the challenge last October as 
part of a multi-faceted funding strategy to develop management tools to fight the disease. A total 
of 47 proposed solutions were submitted for permanently eradicating, weakening or disarming 
Pseudogymnoascus destructans, the fungus that causes WNS, thereby improving survival in bat 
species affected by the disease. A panel of 18 experts from academic institutions, federal 
agencies and nongovernmental organizations evaluated the challenge entries based on readiness, 
deployment scale, species susceptibility, ease of use, cost efficiency, efficacy and risk to 
resources. 
In the coming months, the Service will announce a second challenge to offer an additional 
$80,000, as we continue to pursue novel, innovative solutions that could help us permanently 
eradicate, weaken, or disarm the fungus that causes white-nose syndrome. The Service plans to 
hold additional idea prize challenges in the future to invite solvers with a diverse array of 
knowledge, skills, expertise and perspectives to help the agency tackle today’s toughest 
conservation issues. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/Pages/WhatsNew-1556.aspx
https://www.bridgemi.com/michigan-environment-watch/q-great-lakes-are-stressed-climate-change-making-it-worse
https://www.fws.gov/news/ShowNews.cfm?ref=service-announces-winner-of-national-prize-challenge-to-defeat-&_ID=36802
https://www.fws.gov/news/ShowNews.cfm?ref=service-announces-winner-of-national-prize-challenge-to-defeat-&_ID=36802


Return to top 
 

12 

JOBS/GRANTS 
 

 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency (4 positions below): 
Wildlife Manager 1 – Asian Carp and Reservoir Fisheries Manager  

• Responsibilities: The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA) is seeking to fill an Asian Carp 
Control and Reservoir Fisheries Manager position listed under the WILDLIFE MANAGER 1 Class 
based in Rhea County, TN. The selected candidate will work with a team of biologists to address 
Asian Carp issues and reservoir fisheries in East Tennessee. 

• Web link: https://www.tn.gov/careers/apply-here.html. To Apply, select external candidates. The 
position is listed as WILDLIFE MANAGER 1-11042020-12500 

• Ad Closing Date: November 24, 2020 
Wildlife Manager 1 – Asian Carp Team Fisheries Manager 

• Responsibilities: The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA) is seeking to fill an Asian Carp 
Control and Reservoir Fisheries Manager position listed under the WILDLIFE MANAGER 1 Class 
based in Rhea County, TN. The selected candidate will work with a team of biologists to address 
Asian Carp issues and reservoir fisheries in East Tennessee. 

• Web link: https://www.tn.gov/careers/apply-here.html. To Apply, select external candidates. The 
position is listed as WILDLIFE MANAGER 1-11042020-12500 

• Ad Closing Date: November 24, 2020 
Wildlife Technician 2 – Asian Carp Team Fisheries Tech 

• Responsibilities: The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA) is seeking to fill an Asian Carp 
Team Fisheries Tech position listed under the WILDLIFE TECHNICIAN 2 Class based in Benton 
County, TN. The selected candidate will work with a team to manage Asian Carp in West 
Tennessee. 

• Web link: https://www.tn.gov/careers/apply-here.html. To Apply, select external candidates. The 
position is listed as WILDLIFE TECHNICIAN 2 - 11042020-12517. 

• Ad Closing Date: November 24, 2020 
Wildlife Technician 1 – Asian Carp Team Fisheries Tech 

• Responsibilities: The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA) is seeking to fill an Asian Carp 
Team Fisheries Tech position listed under the WILDLIFE TECHNICIAN 1 Class based in Benton 
County, TN. The selected candidate will work with a team to manage Asian Carp in West 
Tennessee 

• Web link: https://www.tn.gov/careers/apply-here.html. To Apply, select external candidates. The 
position is listed as WILDLIFE TECHNICIAN 1-11042020-12519. 

• Ad Closing Date: November 24, 2020 
 
U.S. Geological Survey - Supervisory Interdisciplinary Biologist; Physical Scientist  
Location: UMESC, La Crosse, Wisconsin 
Responsibilities: 
Assists the Center Director to manage a broad, multi-disciplinary program (~$21M annually) of 
biological research, inventory and monitoring, and information management funded through 
USGS appropriations and reimbursable funding agreements. 

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTYuMzA1NTcyNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50bi5nb3YvY2FyZWVycy9hcHBseS1oZXJlLmh0bWw_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.L1YU_VRwNvVf8x98D-6CrA3jNdZMw7NTVK4O3239Gi4/s/991474189/br/89836780682-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTYuMzA1NTcyNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50bi5nb3YvY2FyZWVycy9hcHBseS1oZXJlLmh0bWw_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.gTVz1vTN2vkpGGR66AEvRP_vGCSHjcLZGeLHCE_spcM/s/991474189/br/89836780682-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTYuMzA1NTcyNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50bi5nb3YvY2FyZWVycy9hcHBseS1oZXJlLmh0bWw_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.bf0YIjZwNqUf6tDc9YpvTrs7837q9XScGYDsthkdWRU/s/991474189/br/89836780682-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDExMTYuMzA1NTcyNTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50bi5nb3YvY2FyZWVycy9hcHBseS1oZXJlLmh0bWw_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.WqNtaQEHMTHszuv8-R4hLuSEhkXYftzIImPYTp_POUs/s/991474189/br/89836780682-l
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Assists the Center Director in certifying the scientific merit of the Center's programs and for 
overseeing consistent application of Department and Bureau policy. 
Assists the Center Director in planning, coordinating and implementing natural resource 
partnerships with federal, tribal, state and local government agencies and institutions, academic 
institutions, nongovernmental organizations and private entities interested in the status and 
management of biological resources. 
Assists the Center Director in reviews of study plans and publications to ensure compliance with 
USGS Fundamental Sciences Practices and to assure overall quality and to identify potential 
sensitive issues at the department, national, agency, and regional levels; advises the Center 
Director of potential sensitive issues and products. 
Oversees the implementation of the USGS Quality Management System within UMESC. 
How to apply: Please visit USA Jobs website at https://www.usajobs.gov/    
Open to Public: USGS-RES-20-10919784-DE-DG 
Merit Promotion: USGS-RES-21-10936376-ST-DG 
Opening and closing dates: 11/02/20 to 12/02/20 
 
U.S. Geological Survey - Interdisciplinary Research Chemist/Toxicologist  
Location: UMESC, La Crosse, Wisconsin 
Responsibilities: 
Lead, design and conduct research to answer questions concerning the management of aquatic 
invasive species, with emphasis on discovering and evaluating new lampricides to control sea 
lamprey in the Great Lakes. 
Develops biochemical, molecular, toxicological, and/or chemical structure approaches to identify 
and evaluate potential new lampricides. 
Prepares scientific proposals, authors peer-reviewed journal articles, and presents research 
findings at scientific meetings. 
Effectively coordinates, collaborates, and communicates with other professionals and regulatory 
officials to conduct research projects. 
For more information about Research Biologist/Fish Biologist/Chemist at UMESC, please visit 
https://www.usgs.gov/centers/umesc/science/aquatic-ecosystem-health 
How to apply: Please visit USA Jobs website at https://www.usajobs.gov  
 Open to Public: USGS-RES-21-10935050-DE-DG 
Merit Promotion: USGS-RES-21-10933318-ST-DG 
Opening and closing dates: 11/02/20 to 12/02/20 
 
John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship Program 
The Knauss Fellowship provides a unique educational experience to graduate students who have 
an interest in ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources and in the national policy decisions 
affecting those resources. 
The program, which is sponsored by the NOAA's National Sea Grant College Program, matches 
highly qualified graduate students with hosts in the legislative and executive branches of 
government located in the Washington, D.C. area for a one-year paid fellowship. 
Past fellows have developed successful careers in a variety of sectors, including government, 
academia, consulting, private companies, and nonprofit. 

https://www.usajobs.gov/
https://www.usajobs.gov/
https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/fellowships/john-a-knauss-marine-policy-fellowship
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To apply please visit the California Sea Grant website (or your local Sea Grant program if not in 
California). Deadline: The deadline for application to California Sea Grant is 5 pm Pacific 
Standard Time, February 19, 2021 
 
 
WDFW will accept applications for ALEA volunteer grants 
Beginning Dec. 1, the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) will begin 
accepting grant applications for volunteer projects that benefit the state’s fish and wildlife 
resources and the public’s enjoyment of them. 
WDFW estimates having approximately $867,000 available for grants funded through the state’s 
Aquatic Land Enhancement Account (ALEA) for projects occurring between July 1, 2021 
through June 30, 2023. Applicants should be aware that the ALEA program may see its funding 
reduced or eliminated as part of budget reductions due to decreased state revenues resulting from 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The final amount available will be subject to legislative appropriation 
and won’t be finalized until the 2021 legislative session. 
The program funds five major types of projects, although other project types may be considered. 
Project types include habitat restoration, scientific research/citizen science, public education and 
outreach, facility development and artificial fish production. 
 
California Sea Grant: 2021 Delta Science Awards  
Notice of Funding Opportunity: Deadline February 12, 2021 
The Delta Stewardship Council, through its Delta Science Program, and the United States 
Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) are now accepting Letters of Intent for high-quality social and 
biophysical science studies in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta that advance the 2017-2021 
Science Action Agenda. This solicitation is expected to result in up to $9 million in awards for 
research projects with direct management relevance. Two proposal categories will be considered: 
(1) Research Awards and (2) Integrated Socio-Ecological Systems Awards. The Delta 
Stewardship Council is partnering with California Sea Grant for the proposal submission, review 
process, and stakeholder engagement of funded work. 
 

 
FEDERAL/STATE/PROVINCIAL  

LEGISLATION, RULES, ACTIONS 
 

 

State/Province 
 
[Florida] New Florida Rules Would Tighten Restrictions On Invasive Reptiles (11/6/20) 
[The] Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is proposing tighter regulations on 
invasive reptiles. Reptile breeders, exhibitors and shop owners said the proposals threaten the 
nature of their business, including public education about species. A vote is expected in 
December. 
 
 
 

https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/fellowships/john-a-knauss-marine-policy-fellowship
https://wdfw.wa.gov/news/wdfw-will-accept-applications-alea-volunteer-grants-4
https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/grants-and-funding/2021-delta-science-awards
https://www.wuft.org/news/2020/11/06/new-florida-rules-would-tighten-restrictions-on-invasive-reptiles/
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[Wyoming] Invasive Species Initiative final report offers recommendations (11/5/20) 
Wyoming’s Invasive Species Initiative established by Governor Mark Gordon has released its 
final report featuring recommendations to consider in the years ahead. The initiative’s roughly 
final report addresses a wide array of topics surrounding terrestrial invasive plant species and 
includes recommendations for the Governor to consider in the coming years. They include 
developing assessments, improving collaboration with federal partners, and exploring revisions 
to the funding model for invasive species management in the state. 
Related: New report on Wyoming invasive plants urges immediate action (11/17/20) 
 

Judicial 
 

 

Executive 
 
Trump Administration Strengthens Rapid Response to Invasive Mussels to Protect Western 
Waters (11/18/20) 
The Trump Administration today announced a new interagency conservation agreement to 
protect western water supplies, power generation, outdoor recreation and aquatic ecosystems by 
strengthening efforts to combat invasive mussels. A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
among the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service, and 
six Department of the Interior bureaus focuses on boosting federal coordination, communication 
and collaboration to enhance the capacity of federal, state and tribal agencies to rapidly respond 
to discoveries of invasive mussels in western states. 
 
Trump Administration’s Unprecedented Conservation Achievements Help Tame Invasive 
Mussels in Western Waters (11/10/20) 
The Trump Administration continues to fulfill its commitments to Western states and tribes by 
investing significant funding to help prevent, contain and control invasive mussels that, if left 
unchecked, can damage water and power supplies, diminish recreational boating and fishing 
opportunities and devastate the economic and ecological health of Western waters. The 
Safeguarding the West from Invasive Species initiative—among the first invasive species 
management efforts undertaken by the Department of the Interior under the Trump 
Administration—is part of an unprecedented investment in managing destructive invasive 
species across the United States. It represents a significant effort by Interior to enhance actions 
by federal, state and tribal governments to prevent the spread of invasive zebra and quagga 
mussels to uninfested Western waters, such as those in the Columbia River Basin and Lake 
Tahoe, and to contain and control them where they are established, such as in Lake Powell and 
the Lower Colorado River region. 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service launches new permitting system (10/23/20) 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has launched a new electronic permitting system for dealing 
with protected species. The new permitting system, or ePermits, will help simplify and expedite 
the permitting process,” said Aurelia Skipwith, director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, in 
a press release. This permitting system will affect people applying for permits issued for 
activities like the import or export of animals, plants or biomedical samples, the rehabilitation of 

https://www.rocketminer.com/invasive-species-initiative-final-report-offers-recommendations/article_abdd7da1-d36e-5db3-884c-8269e1e2ac96.html
https://trib.com/business/energy/new-report-on-wyoming-invasive-plants-urges-immediate-action/article_ff2e5e5c-22b6-5e93-9ba9-6b1f0f2d720e.html?utm_campaign=Rockies%20Today&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Revue%20newsletter
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/trump-administration-strengthens-rapid-response-invasive-mussels-protect-western
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/trump-administration-strengthens-rapid-response-invasive-mussels-protect-western
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/usace-usfs-doi-mou-2020.pdf
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/trump-administrations-unprecedented-conservation-achievements-help-tame-invasive
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/trump-administrations-unprecedented-conservation-achievements-help-tame-invasive
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/safeguarding-the-west-final-report-2020-508.pdf
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/safeguarding-the-west-final-report-2020-508.pdf
https://wildlife.org/u-s-fish-and-wildlife-service-launches-new-permitting-system/
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migratory birds, exchange of specimens between museums, scientific research or reintroduction 
programs. 
 
Opinion: Tackling the $120 billion problem of invasive species -  Scott J. Cameron (10/29/20) 
…For the first time, the U.S. Department of the Interior is proposing a comprehensive 
departmentwide approach to invasive species through an integrated draft Invasive Species 
Strategic Plan. Public comments on the plan closed Oct. 9… 
 
National Fish Habitat Partnership Is Codified With President Trump’s Signature Of The 
America’s Conservation Enhancement Act (S. 3051) (10/30/20) 
Today, President Trump signed S. 3051, The America’s Conservation Enhancement Act (ACE 
Act) into law at the White House. The ACE Act passed the House and Senate with bipartisan 
support and unanimous consent.  Now enacted into law, this bill reauthorizes the North 
American Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) and codifies the National Fish Habitat 
Partnership (NFHP), two of the most successful voluntary conservation efforts in the nation. The 
law also reauthorizes the Chesapeake Bay Program and creates funding authorizations for other 
crucial conservation programs. 
 
Pres. Trump Signs Bill Into Law That Eradicates Giant ‘Swamp Rats’ In California (10/30/20) 
On Friday, President Trump signed into law a bill that authorizes legislation to eradicate and 
control the population growth of nutria, also known as “swamp rats,” in California’s Central 
Valley [HR 3399] 

 
Transition 

 
Biden-Harris Transition Team  -- Agency Review Teams 
Agency review teams are responsible for understanding the operations of each agency, ensuring 
a smooth transfer of power, and preparing for President-elect Biden and Vice President-elect 
Harris and their cabinet to hit the ground running on Day One. These teams are composed of 
highly experienced and talented professionals with deep backgrounds in crucial policy areas 
across the federal government. The teams have been crafted to ensure they not only reflect the 
values and priorities of the incoming administration, but reflect the diversity of perspectives 
crucial for addressing America’s most urgent and complex challenges. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.cleveland.com/opinion/2020/10/tackling-the-120-billion-problem-of-invasive-species-scott-j-cameron.html
http://www.fishhabitat.org/news/national-fish-habitat-partnership-codified-with-presidents-signing-of-s.-30
http://www.fishhabitat.org/news/national-fish-habitat-partnership-codified-with-presidents-signing-of-s.-30
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3051?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22S.+3051%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://sacramento.cbslocal.com/2020/10/30/president-trump-swamp-rat-nutria-bill/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3399?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22nutria%22%5D%7D&s=2&r=1
https://buildbackbetter.com/the-transition/agency-review-teams/
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Congressional 
 

WRDA Reauthorization?  

One of the priorities for the ongoing congressional lame duck session is to pass the 2020 
reauthorization  of the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA). According to E&E Daily 
(11/09/20): 

 

Bipartisan staffers in both chambers say they're aiming to finish their water infrastructure 
within weeks — and dismissed suggestions that fights over how to pay for such an effort 
are slowing negotiations. Republican and Democratic staffers rejected assertions from 
one industry source  that discussions are hitting a snag over funding. "Suggestions that 
there are disagreements among negotiators about 'how to pay for the bill' are inaccurate," 
said a spokesperson for Sen. Tom Carper (D-Del.), ranking member on the Senate 
Environment and Public Works Committee. "On the contrary, negotiations have been 
productive and positive." 

Mike Danylak, a spokesman for the EPW Committee majority, said negotiations are 
proceeding smoothly and all sides are committed to getting a bipartisan bill with broad 
support in both chambers enacted before the year's end. A final bill would include 
language from H.R. 7575, or the "Water Resources Development Act of 2020."It would 
also pull from sister legislation, S. 3591, that passed out of the Senate EPW Committee 
with bipartisan support but has yet to get a floor vote, as well as language from H.R. 2. 

One industry source familiar with Hill discussions said congressional staffers are 
wrapping up working through portions of the bill that deal with the Army Corps before 
moving on to drinking water provisions. Last week, the Congressional Budget Office 
released a report that said enacting S. 3591 would cost $1.2 billion from 2021 to 2030. 
[Source: Reprinted from E&E Daily, 11/09/20, with permission from Environment & 
Energy Publishing, www.eenews.net;] 

 
Schumer, Gillibrand: 30 Days Is Insufficient For Public To Review New EPA Rule For 
Discharges From Commercial Vessels That Will Impact The Great Lakes For Generations; 
Senators Urge Feds To Extend Written Comment Period & Hold Virtual Hearings To Allow NY 
 Residents Sufficient Time To Voice Concerns About Proposed Federal Ballast Water Rule 
(11/6/20) 
U.S. Senator Charles E. Schumer and U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand today called on the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to extend the written comment period and hold at least 
one virtual hearing for the proposed Vessel Incidental Discharge National Standards of 
Performance, which would establish national standards of performance for incidental discharges, 
such as ballast water, from primarily commercial vessels under the Vessel Incidental Discharge 
Act (VIDA). 

 
 

https://docs.house.gov/meetings/PW/PW00/20200715/110907/BILLS-116pih-WRDA2020.pdf
https://www.eenews.net/assets/2020/09/04/document_gw_16.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2020-11/s3591.pdf
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/schumer-gillibrand-30-days-is-insufficient-for-public-to-review-new-epa-rule-for-discharges-from-commercial-vessels-that-will-impact-the-great-lakes-for-generations-senators-urge-feds-to-extend-written-comment-period-and-hold-virtual-hearings-to-allow-ny-residents-sufficient-time-to-voice-concerns-about-proposed-federal-ballast-water-rule
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/schumer-gillibrand-30-days-is-insufficient-for-public-to-review-new-epa-rule-for-discharges-from-commercial-vessels-that-will-impact-the-great-lakes-for-generations-senators-urge-feds-to-extend-written-comment-period-and-hold-virtual-hearings-to-allow-ny-residents-sufficient-time-to-voice-concerns-about-proposed-federal-ballast-water-rule
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/schumer-gillibrand-30-days-is-insufficient-for-public-to-review-new-epa-rule-for-discharges-from-commercial-vessels-that-will-impact-the-great-lakes-for-generations-senators-urge-feds-to-extend-written-comment-period-and-hold-virtual-hearings-to-allow-ny-residents-sufficient-time-to-voice-concerns-about-proposed-federal-ballast-water-rule
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/schumer-gillibrand-30-days-is-insufficient-for-public-to-review-new-epa-rule-for-discharges-from-commercial-vessels-that-will-impact-the-great-lakes-for-generations-senators-urge-feds-to-extend-written-comment-period-and-hold-virtual-hearings-to-allow-ny-residents-sufficient-time-to-voice-concerns-about-proposed-federal-ballast-water-rule
https://www.schumer.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/schumer-gillibrand-30-days-is-insufficient-for-public-to-review-new-epa-rule-for-discharges-from-commercial-vessels-that-will-impact-the-great-lakes-for-generations-senators-urge-feds-to-extend-written-comment-period-and-hold-virtual-hearings-to-allow-ny-residents-sufficient-time-to-voice-concerns-about-proposed-federal-ballast-water-rule
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Appropriations 
 
White House signals acceptance of omnibus spending package (11/19/20) 
The Trump administration appears ready to accept a $1.4 trillion, full-year omnibus 
appropriations bill rather than a simple short-term government funding extension, according to 
top Republicans. 
 
President is wild card as shutdown fears grow (11/19/20) 
Lawmakers on both sides of the aisle are wondering if they can trust President Trump to sign 
legislation to keep the government funded and avoid a shutdown before the end of the year. 
Republican and Democratic lawmakers say a government shutdown is not off the table and see 
Trump, who has refused to concede the election, as the main wild card. 
 
 
White House tells federal agencies to proceed with plans for Trump’s February budget in latest 
sign of election defiance (11/10/20) 
The White House budget office has instructed federal agencies to continue preparing the Trump 
administration’s budget proposal for the next fiscal year…The White House budget proposal is 
typically issued in February, which would be at least two weeks after President Trump is 
scheduled to depart the White House. He lost the Nov. 3 election to former vice president Joe 
Biden, who is set to be sworn in on Jan. 20, though Trump has refused to accept the results. 
 
 
Senate  Releases FY21 Bills in Effort to Advance Process, Produce Bipartisan Results (11/10/20) 
WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Senate Committee on Appropriations today released all twelve of 
its Fiscal Year 2021 (FY21) funding measures and the FY21 subcommittee allocations. Some of 
the AIS funding highlights are as follows: 
 
 

Energy and Water (WRDA) 
            Bill Text 
            Explanatory Statement 
            Highlights 
 
 
[PAGE 7] Asian Carp  
The Corps is undertaking multiple efforts to stop Asian carp from reaching the Great 
Lakes. These actions are critical to protecting the Great Lakes ecosystem and the 
$7,000,000,000 recreational fishing and $16,000,000,000 boating industries. Last year, the 
Corps sent Congress an approved Chief’s Report for a plan to build a comprehensive suite 
of measures to counter Asian carp at the Brandon Road Lock and Dam, a critical choke 
point to halt the spread of invasive species in the Illinois River. In addition, the electric 
dispersal barrier in the Chicago Sanitary and Ship Canal [CSSC Fish Barrier] is presently 
the only structural measure to deter Asian carp from reaching Lake Michigan. The 
Committee understands the Corps is finalizing an agreement with the state of Illinois to be 
the lead non-federal sponsor of the project. The Committee recognizes this project is 

https://www.rollcall.com/2020/11/18/white-house-signals-acceptance-of-omnibus-spending-package/
https://thehill.com/homenews/senate/526635-president-is-wild-card-as-shutdown-fears-grow
https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2020/11/10/trump-federal-budget-post-election/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/us-policy/2020/11/10/trump-federal-budget-post-election/
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/committee-releases-fy21-bills-in-effort-to-advance-process-produce-bipartisan-results
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/fy21-ewd-bill-text
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/fy21-ewd-report
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/fy21-ewd-highlights
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critical to preventing Asian carp from causing irreparable harm to the Great Lakes. Once 
approved by the Corps, the Committee urges the Corps to initiate PED for this critical 
project and understands the states of Illinois and Michigan have provided enough funding 
to allow PED for the project to move forward.   
The Corps is reminded that this project is eligible to compete for funding in the 
Investigations account for PED.  The Committee notes that the Corps has invested 
significant resources to building and maintaining a permanent electric barrier on the 
Chicago waterway system, the CSSC Fish Barrier. The Committee is concerned that the 
administration has not allocated funds to enable the Corps and the U.S. Coast Guard to 
complete safety assessments necessary to ensure that upgrades to the electric barrier are 
operational, and encourages the Corps to prioritize these purposes when allocating funds in 
the fiscal year 2021 work plan.  
The Corps is encouraged to provide the additional funding needed to complete the second 
electrode array, which would improve the effectiveness of the barrier system and provide 
operational redundancy.   
The Corps is directed to provide quarterly updates to the Committee on the progress and 
status of efforts to prevent the further spread of Asian carp including the status of 
completing the upgrades to and testing of the CSSC Fish Barrier; of implementing the 
Brandon Road Recommended Plan; the location and density of carp populations; the use of 
emergency procedures previously authorized by the Congress; and the development, 
consideration, and implementation of new technological and structural countermeasures.   
The Corps shall continue to collaborate at levels commensurate with previous years with 
the U.S. Coast Guard, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the State of Illinois, and 
members of the Asian Carp Regional Coordinating Committee, including identifying 
navigation protocols that would be beneficial or effective in reducing the risk of vessels 
inadvertently carrying aquatic invasive species, including Asian carp, through the Brandon 
Road Lock and Dam in Joliet, Illinois. Any findings of such an evaluation shall be included 
in the quarterly briefings to the Committees.  
 
[PAGE 23] Aquatic Plant Control Program 
Of the funding recommended for the Aquatic Plant Control Program: $1,000,000 shall be 
for activities for monitoring, surveys, and control of flowering rush; $6,000,000 shall be for 
nationwide research and development to address invasive aquatic plants, within which the 
Corps is encouraged to support cost-shared aquatic plant management programs; 
$11,000,000 shall be for watercraft inspection stations and rapid response, as 
authorized by section 1039 of WRRDA, as amended; and $2,000,000 shall be for 
related monitoring.   
 
Aquatic Plant Control Program - Salt Cedar 
The Committee recognizes that non-native salt cedar trees along riparian areas in the desert 
southwest exacerbate drought conditions, pose a greater wildfire risk, and increase the risk 
of flooding. Therefore, the Committee encourages the Corps to prioritize funding for 
projects that will remove non-native plant species like Salt Cedars, replace nonnative plant 
species with native plants, and monitor riparian areas where non-native plant species have 
been removed and replaced.  Within 180 days of enactment of this act, the Corps shall brief 
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the Committee detailing its work to remove, replace, and monitor to prevent the spread of 
non-native plant species along riparian areas. 
 

 
[PAGE 48] Aquatic Nuisance Control Research 
Harmful Algal Blooms [HABs] continue to threaten local communities, ecosystems, human 
health, drinking water sources, and local outdoor economies across the Nation. These algae 
overgrowths produce dangerous toxins in fresh and marine waters that can sicken or kill 
people and animals, create dead zones, and raise treatment costs for drinking water. The 
devastating effects of HABs occur across multiple ecoregions from large freshwater lakes 
like the Finger Lakes in New York and Lake Okeechobee in Florida to large inland 
waterways like the Ohio River where a 2015 HAB event persisted for over a month 
involving over 700 miles of waterway. The Committee continues to support the Corps’ 
efforts to address gaps in critical HAB research to avoid, detect, and address HAB 
occurrences.  Within 180 days of enactment of this act, the Corps is directed to develop a 
comprehensive research plan for addressing the various and abundant HAB-related 
research needs. Included in this plan shall be a scope for each activity identified; the 
required annual funding needs and timeline to complete each research activity; how this 
research will provide specific value to the Corps’ mission; how the Corps will balance 
needs across multiple regions and system types; and what opportunities will be available to 
partner with academia, outside organizations, and other Federal agencies, where 
appropriate. Within 90 days of enactment of this act, the Corps shall brief the Committee 
on the status of this plan.  The additional funding recommended in the Aquatic Nuisance 
Control Research remaining item is to supplement and advance Corps activities to address 
HABs and develop the comprehensive plan. Within these funds, the Corps is encouraged to 
continue investigating successful methods for combatting HABs; investigate harmful algal 
blooms across multiple ecoregions to predict HAB occurrence and toxicity, including in 
riverine ecosystems, and improve early warning capabilities, which may include the use of 
UAS/drones to detect and monitor HABs.  The Corps is also encouraged to continue next 
generation modeling. 
 
[PAGE 51] Invasive Mussels 
The Committee recognizes that Dreissenid mussels, highly invasive species, threaten water 
delivery systems and hydroelectric facilities operated by the Corps. Additional funds are 
recommended in this account to prevent the introduction and removal of invasive species 
like dreissenid mussels at Corps-owned reservoirs. The Corps shall brief the Committee 
within 90 days of enactment of this act on how funds provided to date have been used for 
this purpose and a plan for any future needs. 
 
[PAGE 56] Additional Funding for Ongoing Work 
Of the additional funds recommended in this account for other authorized project purposes, 
not less than $2,000,000 shall be for efforts to combat invasive mussels at Corps-owned 
reservoirs. 

 [PAGE 90] Water Power 
…Further, within available funds, $1,500,000 is recommended to accelerate development 
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and demonstration of environmental mitigation technologies to address dissolved oxygen, 
water quality and fish passage, including for invasive species management.  Furthermore, 
the Committee encourages close coordination between the Department and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Bureau of Reclamation and other relevant agencies and industry to 
reduce the amount of time to permit and deploy new fish passage and invasive fish species 
removal technologies in rivers and waterways. 

Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies, 2021 

            Bill Text 
            Explanatory Statement 
            Highlights 
 
Some of the AIS language in the  Report (Explanatory Statement] is as follows: 
 
[Page 34] Aquatic Invasive Species.—The Committee directs NOAA to establish the 
Coastal Aquatic Invasive Species Mitigation Grant Program and Mitigation Fund, as 
authorized by the Vessel Incident Discharge Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–282). 
 
 
Editor’s Note: On December 4, 2018, President Trump signed into law the Frank 
LoBiondo Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2018, which includes as Title IX [see page 
131] the Vessel Incident Discharge Act of 2018 (“VIDA”). That title sets up (and 
authorizes $5 million) for the newly established Coastal Aquatic Invasive Species 
Mitigation Grant Program and Mitigation Fund. 
 

Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies, 2021 

            Bill Text 
            Explanatory Statement 
            Highlights 

 Some of the AIS language in the  Report (Explanatory Statement] is as follows: 

 
[Page 11] Invasive Species 
The Committee recognizes the critical importance of early detection and rapid response 
[EDRR] of invasive species as a strategy to mitigate the threats and impacts of invasive 
species and expects the Department of the Interior and the Forest Service to prioritize 
EDRR and control of invasive species that imperil endangered, threatened, or candidate 
species. In particular, the Committee supports efforts to prioritize EDRR in areas with large 
populations of invasive species. Within 180 days of the date of enactment of this act, the 
agencies shall provide the Committee with a report on their efforts to prioritize EDRR as 
part of their expected program of work for fiscal year 2021, including detail on how the 

https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/fy21-cjs-bill-text
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/fy21-cjs-report
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/fy21-cjs-highlights
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/140?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Frank+LoBiondo+Coast+Guard%22%5D%7D&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/140?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Frank+LoBiondo+Coast+Guard%22%5D%7D&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/s140/BILLS-115s140enr.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/115/bills/s140/BILLS-115s140enr.pdf
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/fy21-interior-bill-text
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/fy21-interior-report
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/fy21-interior-highlights
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agencies plan to protect specific native species and natural resource values on public lands 
across the Nation. 
 
[Page 30] National Wildlife Refuge System 
$501,853,000 is provided for the National Wildlife Refuge System. Within this amount, 
$238,568,000 is provided for wildlife and habitat management. Funding for the subsistence 
program is maintained at $2,835,000, and $11,925,000 is continued for invasive species 
with an emphasis on invasive species activities within the Everglades. 
 
[Page 32] Theodore Roosevelt Genius Prize 
The Committee provides $1,000,000 to implement section 7001 of Public Law 116–9, the 
Wildlife Innovation and Longevity Driver [WILD] Act. Among its provisions, the WILD 
Act requires the Secretary to establish five Theodore Roosevelt Genius Prizes for 
technological innovation to prevent poaching and trafficking; promote wildlife 
conservation; manage invasive species; protect endangered species; and provide nonlethal 
management of human-wildlife conflicts. Under the new law, a $100,000 cash prize may 
be awarded for each category on an annual basis. Additional cash prizes may be awarded if 
the initial cash prize and any additional cash prize are awarded using only non-Federal 
funds. The cash prizes are intended to further incentivize technological innovation in order 
to advance successful wildlife conservation. The Committee recognizes that technological 
innovation has become increasingly important in wildlife management and is hopeful that 
the Theodore Roosevelt Genius Prizes will help create the next innovative uses of 
technology to conserve and manage wildlife. 
 
[Page 35] Aquatic Invasive Species 
$41,159,000 is provided for aquatic invasive species activities, an increase of $700,000 
above the fiscal year 2020 enacted level. Within these funds, the enacted level has been 
provided to implement section 5(d)(2) of the Lake Tahoe Restoration Act (Public Law 
114–322), an additional $500,000 is provided for mussel eradication, as well as an 
additional $200,000 for research on hydrilla, eel, and milfoil invasive grasses. Given that 
efforts to prevent introductions of aquatic invasive species are usually much more efficient 
than efforts to mitigate or respond to widespread invasions, the Committee requests that 
prevention activities, including inspection and decontamination efforts at points of entry to 
regions that are largely uncontaminated but susceptible to new introductions, are given high 
priority by the Service. Within 120 days of enactment of this act, the Service shall submit a 
report describing its current efforts to prevent the introduction of invasive species to 
uninvaded ecosystems. 
 
 
Non-Intrusive Zebra Mussel Elimination 
The Committee pro-vides an additional $500,000 for zebra mussel eradication. The 
Committee is aware of the environmental and economic threat posed by invasive 
quagga and zebra mussels. The Committee directs the Service to pursue technologies to 
aid in the elimination, mitigation, or control of aquatic nuisance species and invasive 
species, with an emphasis on methods that do not result in the addition of chemical 
agents to the ecosystem and that do not result in harmful secondary by-products, such 
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as algal blooms, taste and odor concerns, and toxic by-products. Of particular interest 
are those technologies that can be implemented without extensive infrastructure 
modification and those that show immediate economic benefit as compared to the 
currently used methods of control, such as periodic physical removal and ongoing or 
periodic chemical treatment.  
 
[Page 36] Asian Carp 
The Committee recognizes the importance of the work conducted by the Service to 
combat the serious threat of Asian carp and maintains the enacted level of $25,000,000 
provided in fiscal year 2020 for Asian carp activities. This significant in-crease in 
funding is aimed at protecting and enhancing Asian carp activities in the Great Lakes to 
prevent them from entering and establishing in the Great Lakes and for Asian carp 
activities in the Mississippi River and its tributaries, including its sub-basins. In-creased 
funding should be used to control Asian carp in the Mississippi River and its Sub-
basins, including the Upper Mississippi River Sub-basin; Missouri River Sub-basin; 
Arkansas-Red-White River Sub-basin; Lower Mississippi River Sub-basin; Tennessee 
Cumberland Sub-basin; and Ohio River Sub-basin, including in Kentucky Lake, Lake 
Barkley, and the Ohio River. The Service should consider the utility of creating a 
dedicated funding source to increase the intensity and geographic scope of efforts to 
prevent entry into the Great Lakes and control in areas where Asian carp are currently 
located. Additionally, $4,400,000 is included for implementation of State Aquatic 
Nuisance Species management plans to help control the spread of Asian carp.  
 
Invasive Species 
The Committee is aware that work is ongoing in several regions to address the threats 
posed by aquatic invasive species and directs the Service to continue to make available 
competitive grant funding for projects to eliminate these destructive, non-native 
species.  
 
Prioritization of Combatting Invasive Plant and Animal Species 
Invasive plant and animal species are a pervasive problem affecting communities across 
the Nation. Invasives, such as the Asian carp, quagga and zebra mussels, emerald ash 
borer, Eurasian milfoil, elodea, and the Hemlock Woolly Adelgid threaten our natural 
resources and wreak havoc on the communities and industries that rely upon them. 
Preventing invasive species from gaining a foothold in our communities and 
suppressing established species is of utmost importance. The Committee makes several 
increases to programs designed to combat invasive species before and after they 
become a problem. The Committee encourages the Service to sup-port research, 
monitoring, and mitigation efforts, as well as efforts to disseminate such work, in all 
regions. 
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National Park Service 
 
 
[Page 41] Resource Stewardship 
The Committee recommends $346,459,000 for resource stewardship, an increase of 
$4,426,000 above the fiscal year 2020 enacted level and $19,570,000 above the budget 
request. Within the Resource Stewardship program, $800,000 is provided for cave and 
karst ecosystem research; $2,000,000 is provided to address active forest management at 
national parks; $3,000,000 is provided to address quagga and zebra mussels; $12,316,000 
is for natural resources projects and $400,000 to fund Alaska subsistence activities. A total 
of $10,282,000 is pro-vided for Everglades restoration. Funding for the partnership wild 
and scenic river program is maintained at the fiscal year 2020 level. The Service is urged to 
include full funding for cave and karst research in future budget requests. 

 
USGS 

 
[Page 50] Biological Threats and Invasive Species Research Program 
The Committee provides $41,149,000 for the new Biological Threats and Invasive Species 
Research program, which combines activities from the former Fisheries, Wildlife, and 
Invasive Species programs. 
 
[Page 51] The Committee notes the grave ecological threats and public nuisance posed 
by many invasive species and directs the Survey to prioritize research, detection, and 
response efforts on invasive species with extremely high impacts on public lands and 
natural re-sources, including Burmese Pythons in the Florida Everglades and Big Cypress 
Swamp, as well as Lionfish in the Gulf of Mexico, Caribbean, and South Atlantic waters. 
 

Bureau Of Indian Affairs 
 

[Page 62] Funding for the agriculture and range program, including for the invasive 
species program, are maintained at the fiscal year 2020 level.  
 

Working Capital Fund 
 

[Page 78] Of the funds provided, no less than $1,200,000 is provided for the 
National Invasive Species Council 
 

Environmental Protection Agency 
 
[Page 91] Great Lakes Invasive Species Program 
Of the funds appropriated for implementation of the Great Lakes Invasive Species 
Program, as authorized in the Vessel Incidental Discharge Act of 2018 (Public Law 115–
282), not less than $1,000,000 shall be made available to support implementation for Lake 
Champlain. 
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NOW WHAT: For AIS language in the House appropriations  bill go to July 20 AIS 
News. The House and the Senate now must reconcile their spending bills for the year-end 
omnibus. It appears right now that Congress will get the FY 2021 budget passed  before 
they end the 116th Congress (?). 

 
An AIS federal legislative table is posted on the web on the www.westernais.org 

website. Go to https://www.westernais.org/regulations and scroll all the way to the bottom 
 

 
 

TRAININGS, WEBINARS, CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS 
 

 

Archived Materials 
 
The recording of October’s Invasive Mussel Collaborative webinar, Using Boater Data to Inform 
Risk Models, is now available here: https://invasivemusselcollaborative.net/event/webinar-using-
boater-data-to-inform-risk-models/ 
 

Events: Webinars, Trainings, Conferences and Meetings 
 

 
Watercraft Inspection Training 

 
For more information go to https://www.westernais.org/ (under the “Training” tab) or contact 

Quagga D @ (702)236-3814 or quaggadee@cox.net 

Because of concerns due to the rapid spread of COVID-19 upcoming meetings 
and events listed below may be postponed, cancelled or converted to 

teleconferencing events. Please check directly with the organizers of these 
events for the most up-to-date information. Stay at home if you can, wear a 

mask, and help flatten the curve.  

 
2020 

 
 

November 
 
North American Lake Management Society    November 16-20, 2020; Virtual Seminar 

https://ec8c3022-1480-4580-96c0-98958d49781f.filesusr.com/ugd/bb76e5_161cd324a9014319b168d1885a4f0fab.pdf
https://ec8c3022-1480-4580-96c0-98958d49781f.filesusr.com/ugd/bb76e5_161cd324a9014319b168d1885a4f0fab.pdf
http://www.westernais.org/
https://www.westernais.org/regulations
https://invasivemusselcollaborative.net/event/webinar-using-boater-data-to-inform-risk-models/
https://invasivemusselcollaborative.net/event/webinar-using-boater-data-to-inform-risk-models/
https://www.westernais.org/
mailto:quaggadee@cox.net
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MzEuMjYzNTI4ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5uYWxtcy5vcmcvbmFsbXMyMDIwLz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.v7GQ5KT88RlQq_NGTazICMzquobmwFyuFhQgtip5LcQ/s/991474189/br/83021616021-l
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Innovations in Invasive Species Management Conference and Training December 14-17th, 2020, 
Nashville, TN  Rescheduled: November 29-December 2, 2021, Nashville, TN.  

 

December 
 

Mississippi River Basin Panel Meeting   December 2, 2020; Virtual Meeting 
 
Montana Invasive Species Council Meeting, Dec. 2, Helena/Virtual 
 
The next meeting of the 100th Meridian Initiative Columbia River Basin AIS Team will be 
virtual:  Wednesday  December 2, 12 pm - 3 pm PDT;  Thursday December 3, 9 am - 3 
pm  PDT. For further information Contact Leah Elwell @ leah@stopais.org  
 
December 3 - Quagga/Zebra Mussel Prevention Program Webinar 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) invites water managers to attend an 
interactive webinar describing the content required in a Quagga/Zebra Mussel Prevention Plan 
and the resources available to those who manage waterbodies or recreation. The webinar will be 
December 3, 2020, 1:00-2:30 p.m. using Microsoft Teams (a phone number will be available for 
those without computer access).  
 
ANS Task Force Meeting December 8 - 10, 2020; Virtual Meeting.  
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/11/03/2020-24348/aquatic-nuisance-species-
task-force-meeting 
The meeting agenda will include: updates on new species occurrences in the United States; 
updates from interagency invasive species organizations; presentations on horizon scanning and 
risk assessment as tools for invasive species management; presentations on ballast water and 
Asian carp management programs; updates on priority outputs to advance the goals identified in 
the ANS Task Force Strategic Plan for 2020-2025; responses to recommendations from the ANS 
Task Force regional panels; and opportunities for public comment. The final agenda and other 
related meeting information will be posted on the ANS Task Force website, 
https://anstaskforce.gov 
This is the link to register to attend the meeting. 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=urWTBhhLe02TQfMvQApUlHvrXHAm
2IFPpfXynSQLGlpUQ0VXNExBTjBOQjZSVjRYNVlDSkNYQ1BORC4u 
 
Washington Invasive Species Council Meeting December 10th Information Coming Soon. 
 

 
2021 

 
March  

 
2021 10th International IPM Symposium 
Date: Mar 15, 2021 to Mar 18, 2021 

https://www.invasiveplantcontrol.com/conference20/
https://www.invasiveplantcontrol.com/conference20/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MzEuMjYzNTI4ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vbXJicC5vcmcvbWVldGluZ3M_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.eftS2vxpLy9GVBMv2Ui0fCtrqh3VUh-TS4UtndJmOYI/s/991474189/br/83021616021-l
https://invasivespecies.mt.gov/misc
https://www.westernais.org/regional
mailto:leah@stopais.org
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Invasives/Quagga-Mussels/News/december-3-quaggazebra-mussel-prevention-program-webinar
https://www.anstaskforce.gov/default.php
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/11/03/2020-24348/aquatic-nuisance-species-task-force-meeting
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/11/03/2020-24348/aquatic-nuisance-species-task-force-meeting
https://anstaskforce.gov/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=urWTBhhLe02TQfMvQApUlHvrXHAm2IFPpfXynSQLGlpUQ0VXNExBTjBOQjZSVjRYNVlDSkNYQ1BORC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=urWTBhhLe02TQfMvQApUlHvrXHAm2IFPpfXynSQLGlpUQ0VXNExBTjBOQjZSVjRYNVlDSkNYQ1BORC4u
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/council/meetings/
https://ipmsymposium.org/2021/
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Venue: Sheraton Denver Downtown Hotel 
Location: Denver, Colorado  
Contact: Michelle Marquart 
Phone: 217-244-8174 
Email: mmarqua2@illinois.edu 
Notes: Theme: Implementing IPM Across Borders and Disciplines 

April 
 

2021 Second International Congress of Biological Control (ICBC2) 
Date: Apr 26, 2021 to Apr 30, 2021 
Sponsor: International Organisation for Biological Control (IOBC) and CAB International 
(CABI) 
Venue: Congress Center Davos 
Location: Davos, Switzerland 
Email: info@iobc-icbc.com 

 
May 

 
International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions XI Annapolis, Maryland, USA, May 10-14, 
2021 
The Society for the Study of Marine Bioinvasions (SSMB) is excited to invite you to attend the 
XIth International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions in Annapolis, Maryland, USA. The 
meeting dates will be May 10-14th, 2021 (including associated activities), and the conference 
will be hosted by the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center’s Marine Invasions Lab. We 
are actively working with the SSMB Scientific Steering Committee to create a stimulating and 
productive program. Information on meeting themes, guest speakers, special events, student 
travel funds, and local attractions will be posted on our website over the coming months: 
http://www.marinebioinvasions.info 
 
The North American Invasive Species Forum, currently scheduled from   May 18 - 20, 2021 in 
Montreal, is an international event encompassing the interests of professionals and organizations 
involved in invasive species management, research, and regulation across North America. The 
Forum will bring together the international invasive species community and will highlight new 
research, emerging issues, success stories and prevention and response initiatives from across 
Canada, Mexico and the U.S.. The forum will also build on the previous North American 
Invasive Species Forum held in 2017. The Canadian Council on Invasive Species is hosting this 
Forum with the support of, and guidance from, an international steering committee representing 
the U.S., Canada, and Mexico. 

 
August 

 
2021 Pacific NorthWest Economic Region 30th Annual Summit 
Date: Aug 15, 2021 to Aug 19, 2021 
Venue: Big Sky Resort 
Location: Big Sky, Montana  
Notes: Rescheduled from 2020 to 2021. 

https://www.iobc-icbc.com/
https://www.marinebioinvasions.info/
http://www.marinebioinvasions.info/
https://canadainvasives.ca/
http://www.pnwer.org/2020-summit.html
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October  

World Fisheries Congress 11-15 October, 2021 Adelaide, Australia 

_______________ 

 
 
TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org. AIS NEWS 
was compiled by Robyn Draheim and Stephen Phillips. Past issues of AIS NEWS can be found @ 
http://www.westernais.org/   under the “News” tab. 

https://wfc2020.com.au/
mailto:sphillips@psmfc.org
http://www.westernais.org/
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