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RECOMMENDED  

 
Even with DNA Detection, Asian Carp Continue to Evade Scientists  

 
When conservation manager Lindsay Chadderton came to the United States from New Zealand to help 

monitor the movement of invasive species between the Mississippi River and the Great Lakes, everyone 
was buzzing about one particular intruder: Asian carp. 

 
The moniker includes four fish imported from China starting in the 1960s — grass carp, black carp, silver 
carp, and bighead carp. Together, they might be the posterchild for invasive species in the U.S. Bighead 
and silver dominate large stretches of the Mississippi River, outcompeting many native fish. They breed 
quickly, eat voraciously, grow much larger than most native fish, and, when startled, silver carp catapult 

out of the water. They are not just an ecological nightmare; they also pose a danger to recreational boaters 
and fishers. According to the United States Geological Survey, jumping Asian carp have seriously injured 

boaters, and water skiing on the Missouri River is “now considered exceedingly dangerous.” Scientists 
say these fish could wreak similar havoc in the Great Lakes. 

 
Part of the problem with Asian carp is the difficulty catching them. When the fish number in the 

thousands and are actually jumping into boats, it’s easy enough. But things change on the very edge of 
their territory, where the fish are sparser. At low abundances, they evade nets, as well as the electrical 

currents biologists sometimes use to temporarily stun and catch the creatures. 
 

Chadderton, who works at the nonprofit Nature Conservancy, and his colleagues, along with the Army 
Corps of Engineers and other government agencies, all wanted to know how far along the fish had 
actually traveled — what was the edge of their territory? Chadderton wondered: What if instead of 

catching the carp, biologists could find some other marker of their presence — something like 
environmental DNA, or eDNA? All organisms shed genetic material into the environment. In the case of 

https://undark.org/2020/03/11/environmental-dna-asian-carp/
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fish, this happens via flaking scales, mucus, and feces. Scientists could start by sampling the water and 
then analyzing it for the presence of the fishes’ genetic material. 

 
[Full Article] 

 
… 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Biosurveillance of Invasive species: A webinar series for adding eDNA data to the NAS 
Database 

 
The USGS Nonindigenous Aquatic Species (NAS) Database (nas.er.usgs.gov) tracks occurrences 
of >1290 non-native and invasive fish, invertebrates, amphibians, reptiles, and plants throughout 

the United States and its territories. NAS scientists are working with top interagency 
environmental (e)DNA experts to develop consensus on community data standards for 

integrating eDNA data. The combination of traditional specimen observations and eDNA 
detections could provide more complete distribution of occurrences and significantly improve 

the response time to new invasions as part of an early detection rapid response (EDRR) system. 
The goals of integrating eDNA include: 

 
Establish, maintain, and update community data standards with current eDNA science 

Communicate with stakeholders about new eDNA occurrences to inform management decisions 
and responses while minimizing unnecessary responses 

Provide a public interface with data to display eDNA detections in conjunction with traditional 
specimen observations 

Input from managers, scientists, and other stakeholders is of vital importance to the development 
of eDNA community data standards. Therefore, we will be hosting five webinars in March and 
April (see below) to solicit input from partners and prospective partners on integration of eDNA 
data into the USGS NAS Database. The webinars will attempt to address what concerns partners 

may have, and what interfaces and outputs would be most useful. 
 

March 16th- Mississippi River Basin States (3-5 pm EST) 
March 23rd- Northeast and Atlantic States (3-5 pm EST) 
March 30th- Gulf and South Atlantic States (3-5 pm EST) 

April 6th- Western and Pacific States FULL 
April 13th - Northeast States- 2 spots left (1-3 pm EST) 

 
Please feel free to reach out with questions. 

To RSVP for a webinar, please email Wesley Daniel (wdaniel@usgs.gov) 
 
 
 
 
 

https://undark.org/2020/03/11/environmental-dna-asian-carp/
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NEW SPECIES SIGHTINGS 
 

Want to get more new species alerts? 
USGS NAS: https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx 

IMAP INVASIVES: https://www.imapinvasives.org 
 
 

DREISSENIDS 
 
 

OTHER AIS 
 
[Texas] Pomacea maculata (giant applesnail) was found in Smith Lake, Vidor TX. [USGS NAS] 

WATCH LIST 
 
Be on the lookout for Bacopa rotundifolia along the Columbia River.  Contact: Mark D. Sytsma 
(503) 307-6131 mark.sytsma@pdx.edu 
 
 

DREISSENID MUSSELS
 

 
Zebra Mussels Discovered for First Time in a West Texas Reservoir (3/12/20) 
 

AUSTIN –The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) has added O.H. Ivie Lake 
near San Angelo to the statewide list of lakes designated as positive for invasive zebra 
mussels after multiple specimens were found in the lake in 2019. In March 2019, four 
adult zebra mussels were discovered by the Colorado River Municipal Water District 
(CRMWD) in an above ground storage tank that is part of the lake’s water transmission 
system near San Angelo. Given the presence of zebra mussels in the water transmission 
system, the CRMWD and TPWD continued to follow up with additional sampling at the 
lake and in November found a zebra mussel veliger larva near the Concho Recreation 
Area boat ramp. 

 
Invasive mussels in Lake Powell put NM waters at risk as boaters travel into the state (3/6/20) 

New Mexico has managed to keep invasive aquatic mussels out — so far. But that means 
vigilant inspections and decontamination of boats. Reservoirs in the Four Corners region 
are considered high-risk because of their proximity to Lake Powell, where these mussels 
attach themselves to boats that are later brought to places like Navajo Lake. 

 
 
Zebra Mussels: A guide to the good and the bad of these Great Lakes invaders (2/28/20) 

Zebra mussels are not native to the Great Lakes. They were first discovered in the area in 
the late 1980s, and it has been an ongoing battle to get rid of and control them ever since. 

https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx
https://www.imapinvasives.org/
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/SpResults.aspx?SpeciesID=2633
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1634569
https://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=baro
mailto:307-6131mark.sytsma@pdx.edu
https://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/releases/?req=20200312a
https://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/releases/?req=20200312a
https://tpwd.texas.gov/fishboat/fish/recreational/lakes/o_h_ivie/
https://www.daily-times.com/story/news/local/2020/03/06/navajo-lake-new-mexico-waters-at-risk-invasive-zebra-mussels/4963968002/
https://www.greatlakesnow.org/2020/02/zebra-mussels-impact-good-bad/
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But what’s the issue? Mussels have long existed in the Great Lakes, and the dreissenid 
zebra mussels and native unionid mussels are both filter feeders. The problem is that’s 
about where the similarities between the invasive and native species end. 

 
Buy, Sell, Wear: What can you do with zebra mussels? (2/20/19) 
…Some more enterprising individuals have found ways to make new uses of these troublesome 
invasives: 

• The Golden Cleat is a New York jewelry store overlooking the St. Lawrence River. The 
company designed a collection of zebra mussel jewelry with the goal of “invoking a 
sense of wonder for the natural world and at the same time sparking conversations about 
invasive species.” 

• Want to eat zebra mussels but not crazy about the taste of mollusk? Make your own with 
THIS zebra mussel-shaped chocolate mold. 

• If you like the look of zebra mussels but don’t want the invasive species actually 
plastering your walls, various poster prints of their shells in piles or decorating cliffs and 
beaches are available HERE … 

 
 

BOAT INSPECTION/DECON/TECH NEWS 
 

 
  
Watercraft Inspection Stations are Opening in Northwest Montana (3/5/20) 

Once again, it’s time to remember three very important words for boaters; clean, drain 
and dry. Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks are opening watercraft inspection stations in 
Kalispell and in Ravalli, Montana, according to Regional Information and Program 
Manager Dillon Tabish, who explained the importance of keeping aquatic invasive 
species out of Montana waters. 

 
[California] Quagga inspection time around lake (3/2/20) 

March is the month when the Lake County Water Resources Department starts up its 
annual quagga mussel inspection program. The county employs at least 10 ramp monitors 
whose job it is to check each vessel before it is allowed to launch in Clear Lake. The 
public ramps that have monitors are Lucerne, Clearlake Oaks, Redbud, Lakeside County 
Park, Library Park, Konocti Vista Casino and the state park. 

 
[California] Lake Mendocino invasive mussel species inspections now seven days a week 
(2/27/20) 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at Lake Mendocino announced it will now be 
conducting inspections seven days a week for invasive mussel species, with help from the 
Sonoma County Water Agency, an increase from the current weekend inspections. 

 
[Washington] Puddles the mussel-sniffing dog is now on the job (2/26/20) 

Sometimes public servants come in cute, furry packages. On Tuesday morning, the state 
Department of Fish and Wildlife and the Washington Invasive Species Council 
introduced the state’s newest mussel-sniffing dog, Puddles, who showed off her skills at 

https://www.greatlakesnow.org/2020/02/buy-sell-wear-zebra-mussel-shells/
https://www.thegoldencleat.com/collections/zebra-mussel-jewelry
https://www.opentip.com/product.php?products_id=10248788&ats=product_landing
https://fineartamerica.com/shop/prints/zebra+mussel
https://newstalkkgvo.com/watercraft-inspection-stations-are-opening-in-northwest-montana/
https://www.record-bee.com/2020/03/03/quagga-inspection-time-around-lake/
https://www.ukiahdailyjournal.com/2020/02/27/lake-mendocino-invasive-mussel-species-inspections-now-seven-days-a-week/
https://www.ukiahdailyjournal.com/2020/02/27/lake-mendocino-invasive-mussel-species-inspections-now-seven-days-a-week/
https://www.theolympian.com/news/local/article240576131.html
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Thurston County’s Black Lake. Puddles uses her keen sense of smell to help detect 
quagga and zebra mussel larvae on boats traveling through mandatory watercraft-
inspection stations run by WDFW. 

 
BALLAST WATER/BIOFOULING 

 
 
 
Marine Safety Center issues Ballast Water Management System Type Approval Certificate to 
BAWAT A/S. (3/4/20) 

The Coast Guard Marine Safety Center issued the 26th U.S. Coast Guard Ballast Water 
Management System Type Approval Certificate to BAWAT A/S, after a detailed review 
of the manufacturer’s type approval application determined the system met the 
requirements of 46 CFR 162.060. 
 

Alfa Laval BWTS approved for Chinese vessels (3/2/20) 
Alfa Laval PureBallast 3 has become one of the first non-Chinese ballast water treatment 
solutions to be type-approved by the China Classification Society, allowing PureBallast 3 
systems to be installed on vessels that carry the Chinese flag 

 
MARINE  

 
 
[Washington] 2020 European Green Crab Trapping on the Makah Reservation (3/6/20) 

The Makah Fisheries Management Department is once again soliciting for volunteers to 
assist with our efforts to trap invasive European green crab on the Makah Reservation… 
For more information about green crab trapping efforts or to become a volunteer contact 
the Makah Fisheries Department via the Marine Ecologist, Adrianne Akmajian, at 
marine.ecologist@makah.com or (360) 645-3079.  

 
[Hawaii] Sea urchins helping to control invasive seaweed (3/1/20) 

Building on the success of collector urchin out-plantings in Kane‘ohe Bay, the state 
Department of Land and Natural Resources Division of Aquatic Resources is now out-
planting hatchery-raised native sea urchins in the Waikiki Marine Life Conservation 
District. This week the DAR Aquatic Invasive Species team introduced the first of 
100,000 native sea urchins (Tripneustes gratilla) to help control over four acres of 
invasive algae. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/03/04/marine-safety-center-issues-ballast-water-management-system-type-approval-certificate-to-bawat-a-s/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/03/04/marine-safety-center-issues-ballast-water-management-system-type-approval-certificate-to-bawat-a-s/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://www.rivieramm.com/news-content-hub/scandinavian-designed-bwts-is-approved-for-use-on-chinese-flag-vessels-58315
https://www.forksforum.com/news/2020-european-green-crab-trapping-on-the-makah-reservation
https://www.thegardenisland.com/2020/03/01/hawaii-news/sea-urchins-helping-to-control-invasive-seaweed/
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AQUACULTURE 
 

 
[Washington] Cooke to appeal steelhead decision (3/5/20) 

Cooke Aquaculture has not abandoned plans establish a steelhead site in Washington 
State, despite a court ruling against them last week. 
 

FISH 
 

 
 
[Texas] Environmental group holds free fish fry, gives tacos made from invasive species found 
in San Marcos, Comal Springs (3/6/20)  

Free tacos. Those two words are some of the most treasured in Texas, if not the entire 
U.S.  On Sunday, Atlas Environmental gave away 600 free tilapia tacos after hosting a 
tournament for divers to spear tilapia and armored catfish from the San Marcos Springs 
and Comal Springs. More than 40 divers participated in the tournament, pulling up 
hundreds of pounds of trash, as well as 1,500 of the invasive species. The Edwards 
Aquifer Authority identified the two types of fish as invasive and dangerous for native 
wildlife back in 2012. For example, the suckermouth catfish can burrow into riverbanks, 
loosening the sides of the waterway and threatening the natural habitat. 

 
Solution for a scourge? University of Minnesota scientist is progressing with carp-killer tool 
(3/6/20) 

“I want to make a special fish,” Erickson said in a recent interview at Gortner Laboratory 
in Falcon Heights. In short, he plans to produce batches of male carp that would destroy 
the eggs of female carp during spawning season. The modified male fish would spray the 
eggs as if fertilizing them. But the seminal fluid — thanks to DNA editing — would 
instead cause the embryonic eggs to biologically self-destruct in a form of birth control 
that wouldn’t affect other species nor create mutant carp in the wild. 

 
AQUATIC PLANTS 

 
 
[Scientific Publication] When misconceptions impede best practices: evidence supports 
biological control of invasive Phragmites. Bernd Blossey, Stacy B. Endriss, Richard Casagrande, 
Patrick Häfliger, Hariet Hinz, Andrea Dávalos, Carrie Brown-Lima, Lisa Tewksbury & Robert 
S. Bourchier Biological Invasions. Vol 22.  

 
FRESHWATER 

 
 

[South Dakota] Aquatic Invasive Species in the Black Hills (3/1/20) 
As warm weather arrives in the coming weeks, boaters should be aware of aquatic 
invasive species, or AIS that may affect not only their equipment, but could also have a 

https://thefishsite.com/articles/cooke-to-appeal-steelhead-decision
https://www.kvue.com/article/tech/science/environment/tilapia-tacos-invasive-species-san-marcos-atlas-envrionmental/269-dc31df8e-68b2-45fc-832e-67143d9690da
https://www.kvue.com/article/tech/science/environment/tilapia-tacos-invasive-species-san-marcos-atlas-envrionmental/269-dc31df8e-68b2-45fc-832e-67143d9690da
http://www.startribune.com/dna-altering-project-is-gaining-attention-as-potential-tool-vs-invasive-carp/568249902/
http://www.startribune.com/dna-altering-project-is-gaining-attention-as-potential-tool-vs-invasive-carp/568249902/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-02166-8?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_22_3
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-02166-8?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_22_3
https://www.newscenter1.tv/aquatic-invasive-species-in-the-black-hills/
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biological and economical effect. A few of the species found within South Dakota are the 
zebra mussel, diddy mole which can be found in Rapid Creek, and Asian clam in 
Angostora Reservoir. In order to prevent the spread and infestation of such species, it is 
important for boaters to do their research ahead of time. Game, fish, and parks has 
information such as maps, facts and regulations as to which AIS are present in different 
bodies of water and how to minimize risk. Jake Davis of Game Fish and Parks says 

 
[Scientific Publication] Advances and challenges in modelling the impacts of invasive alien 
species on aquatic ecosystems. X. Corrales, S. Katsanevakis, M. Coll, J. J. Heymans, C. Piroddi, 
E. Ofir & G. Gal. Biological Invasions vol 22. 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

 
NOAA Study Suggests Arctic May Have Ice-Free Summer Within 15 Years (3/5/20) 

Arctic sea ice has important implications for coastal environments, economic 
development, and global weather patterns. And the ice is melting rapidly. Measurements 
last year revealed the second lowest extent of Arctic sea ice on record, and NOAA 
scientists and colleagues expect the melting to accelerate in coming decades. 
 

OTHER 
 

 
NEW! Center for Research on Invasive Species at University of Idaho: 
 

The Center for Research on Invasive Species (CRIS) is comprised of University of Idaho 
faculty with an interest in invasive species research. The intent of CRIS is to address 
important problems in the region that involve invasive species across the tree of life. Our 
approach will be to collaborate as broadly as possible and engage with all stakeholder groups 
impacted by invasive species.  

• Research on the biology of invasive microbes, plants and animals 
• Workforce training in research and management of invasive species 
• An information source for invasive species within the Pacific Northwest 
• Invasive species seminars and workshops 

 
How hunting compounded feral hog problem in Texas; smart feral hogs require smart traps 
(2/23/20) 

…Hogs that survive being targeted at a deer feeder avoid baited areas. Eluding the fall of 
a trap door teaches them to eschew the contraptions elsewhere. "There's only one thing 
worse than a feral hog and that's an educated feral hog," Walton said. 
 

 
 
 
 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-02160-0?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_22_3
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-02160-0?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_22_3
https://www.cbbulletin.com/noaa-study-suggest-arctic-may-have-ice-free-summer-within-15-years/
https://www.uidaho.edu/research/entities/center-for-research-on-invasive-species
https://www.reporternews.com/story/news/2020/02/23/texas-feral-hog-hunting-wild-hog/4812680002/
https://www.reporternews.com/story/news/2020/02/23/texas-feral-hog-hunting-wild-hog/4812680002/
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JOBS/GRANTS 
 

 
JOBS 

 
Invasive Species Jobs in British Columbia: 
It's the time of year when invasive species organizations hire seasonal staff! Over the next couple 
of months, we’ll post active positions as we gear up for the field season. Check out the positions 
currently available with the ISCMV and some of our provincial partners below - there are 
opportunities all over the province. 

 
Invasive Species Council of Metro Vancouver - Invasive Species Education Assistant 
Corporation of Delta - Labourer 2: Invasive Plant Management Team 
Coastal Invasive Species Committee - Hiring an Executive Director) 
Columbia Shuswap Invasive Species Society - 2 positions available 
Central Kootenay Invasive Species Society - 3 positions available 
East Kootenay Invasive Species Council - 4 positions + contractor opportunities available 

 
 
State of Washington: Aquatic Invasive Species Inspector (NRW1) 
Non-Permanent Positions (6 month) / Full-Time 
 Applications will be reviewed and interviews held as qualified applicants are identified, this 
position may be filled and the recruitment closed.  Therefore, you are encouraged to submit your 
application materials as soon as possible.  The first review of applicants will begin on 3/16/2020. 
In this position you will be protecting state waters by inspecting and decontaminating trailered 
watercraft for Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS). 

Key duties include: 
• Conduct standardized interviews to fill out watercraft inspection form documenting 
inspection. 
• Determine if the watercraft meets clean and drained (dry) requirements. 
• Identifies AIS on watercraft. 
• Basic watercraft decontamination of watercraft out of compliance with Clean and 
Drained regulations 
• Maintains inspection/decontamination station facilities 

 
State of Washington: Full-Time/Non-permanent Scientific Technician 2's There are two (2) 3-
months non-permanent full-time Scientific Technician 2 positions in the Fish Program, Fish 
Management, AIS Unit.  The duty station is the Natural Resource Building, 
 

The Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) serves Washington's citizens 
by protecting, restoring and enhancing fish and wildlife and their habitats, while 
providing sustainable and wildlife-related recreational and commercial opportunities. The 
strategic objective of the Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Prevention Program is to protect 
state waters by managing AIS. The incumbent's primary duties are to detect, monitor and 
remove African Clawed Frogs, an AIS Prohibited Level 3 species for the state of 
Washington. African Clawed Frogs can harm native species through predation, habitat 

http://iscmv.ca/news-events/news/jobs-jobs-jobs
http://iscmv.ca/news-events/news/jobs-jobs-jobs
http://careers2.hiredesk.net/ViewJobs/JobDetail.asp?Comp=Delta&TP_ID=1&PROJ_ID=%7bA626AB04-6EBF-4E74-BFC9-20565CFE4EC6%7d&LAN=en-US
https://www.coastalisc.com/
https://ckiss.ca/2020/02/ckiss-is-hiring-invasive-species-technicians-application-deadline-is-march-27-2020/
https://ckiss.ca/2020/02/ckiss-is-hiring-invasive-species-technicians-application-deadline-is-march-27-2020/
https://ckiss.ca/2018/02/ckiss-hiring-3-positions-application-deadline-march-3-2017/
https://www.ekisc.com/
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/2738105/aquatic-invasive-species-inspector-nrw1-02378
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/2738105/aquatic-invasive-species-inspector-nrw1-02378
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/2733018-0/scientific-technician-2-non-permanent-02110-20
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/2733018-0/scientific-technician-2-non-permanent-02110-20
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington/jobs/2733018-0/scientific-technician-2-non-permanent-02110-20
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loss and can transfer diseases or parasites. The incumbent will review and record 
biological data, collect samples, and maintain all equipment in proper working condition. 
Key measurable objectives are the number of sites and samples conducted for African 
Clawed Frog detection, monitoring, removal, and all data entered.     

 
Anticipated Job Opening – Pre-announcement: Invasive Species Ecologist - Assistant Unit 
Leader, Mississippi Cooperative Fish & Wildlife Research Unit, Department of Wildlife, 
Fisheries and Aquaculture, Mississippi State University 
 

We seek a research scientist with the ability and/or experience to develop a research 
program on ecological and evolutionary drivers of invasion biology. Importantly, 
science-based products of this research should provide applied solutions for managers 
and cooperators of the Unit. The incumbent research program should address aspects 
such as: (1) species, habitat, and ecosystem impacts of invasive species and responses to 
directed management; (2) mechanisms of invasion; (3) invasion dynamics; (4) 
understanding the causes and consequences of large-scale environmental changes (past, 
present or projected) on species invasions and management, and (5) restoration solutions 
for post-invasion resilience in communities and ecosystems. Preference will be given to 
candidates able to address invasion biology of both aquatic and terrestrial systems.  The 
candidate will teach graduate level classes in their area of expertise, supervise graduate 
students and/or post-doctoral fellows and may pursue additional research relevant to 
applied fish and wildlife management. 
 
Requirements: A Ph.D. in fish or wildlife science or management, natural resources, 
biology, ecology, or related fields. This is a federal position with USGS. Application 
procedures follow federal regulations as described in the vacancy announcement that will 
be posted soon on USAjobs.com (2-3 weeks). Once posted in USA jobs, it will be open 
for 1 month. Candidates must be citizens of the USA. This position will be open to 
current or prospective federal employees at GS 12 or GS 13 level commensurate with 
experience.  If you are interested in the position please contact the Department Head, Dr. 
Andy Kouba at: a.kouba@msstate.edu  Dr. Kouba can then let you know when the 
position is posted.  We are doing this pre-announcement to generate interest in the 
position as it will only be posted for 30 days on USAjobs.com. 
 

CKISS is hiring Invasive Species Technicians. Application deadline is March 27, 2020. 
Are you curious about invasive species in the Central Kootenay region? Do you want to help 
reduce the impact of invasive species on the ecosystems, communities, and economy of the 
Central Kootenay region? If you do, then there are exciting opportunities for you to join the team 
at CKISS! We are looking for two team players with strong communication skills who love 
physical work in an outdoor setting to fill the role of Invasive Species Technicians.  
 

Invasive Species Technicians 
 

• 2 full time positions from May 4, 2020 – August 28, 2020. 
• Wage is $20/hour 
• Application deadline is March 27 by 4:00 pm PST 

mailto:a.kouba@msstate.edu
https://ckiss.ca/2020/02/ckiss-is-hiring-invasive-species-technicians-application-deadline-is-march-27-2020/
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• Position is based in Nelson with travel throughout the Central and West Kootenays 
• Duties & Responsibilities 

 
• Assist with inventory of invasive species and biological control agents 
• Manual treatment of invasive plants in priority locations, sign installation and removal 
• Host educational display booth, deliver education programs and distribute resources to 

the public at events, such as community festivals, school field trips, boat launches, 
farmers markets, garden centers, etc. 

• Assist with website updates, newsletters, press releases and social media posts 
• Provide landowners with information on invasive plant identification and management 

 
[Washington] Mercer Island Natural Resources is hiring! We are seeking Seasonal 
Restoration and Trails professionals to join our Natural Resources team here at Mercer Island 
Parks and Recreation. This position will work closely with our Trails Specialist and the Natural 
Resources Specialist to conduct noxious weed management and monitoring, maintenance of 
habitat restoration projects, and trail maintenance in our 350 acres of forested parks and natural 
areas. This would be a great hands on professional development opportunity. 
For more information and to apply go to: 

Trails and Restoration Crew Lead (1 position) : 
https://apply.govjobstoday.com/JobAnnouncement.aspx?jid=10053 
Trails and Restoration Professional (2 positions) : 
https://apply.govjobstoday.com/JobAnnouncement.aspx?jid=10054 

 
Noxious Weeds Specialist II (Special Duty or Term Limited Temporary) 
Salary  $27.49 - $34.85 Hourly Location Seattle, WA 
Term Limited Temporary, Full Time, 40 hrs/wk 
DNRP - Natural Resources & Parks 
Job Number 2020CR11262 
Division WLRD -Water & Land Resources 

King County's Noxious Weed Control Program Unit is currently seeking highly qualified 
candidates for the position of Noxious Weed Control Specialist II. The King County 
Noxious Weed Control Program works to prevent and reduce the economic, 
environmental and social impacts of noxious weeds in King County. The program's focus 
is to achieve voluntary control of noxious weeds through education and technical 
assistance to landowners. Where this fails, regulatory compliance procedures may be 
used. 

 
GRANTS  

 
The Aquatic Plant Management Society is soliciting proposals for the 2020 Michael D. 
Netherland Graduate Student Research Grant (GSRG). This two-year, $40,000 grant is awarded 
biannually to provide for a full-time graduate student to conduct research in aquatic plant or 
algae management techniques, or in aquatic ecology related to the biology or management of 
regionally or nationally recognized nuisance aquatic vegetation (macrophytes, algae, or 
cyanobacteria). Please visit the APMS web site at www.apms.org for details about the Michael 
D. Netherland GSRG and for the 2020 GSRG Announcement. Please address all inquiries about 

https://apply.govjobstoday.com/JobAnnouncement.aspx?jid=10053
https://apply.govjobstoday.com/JobAnnouncement.aspx?jid=10054
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/kingcounty/jobs/2698285/noxious-weeds-specialist-ii?department%5b0%5d=DNRP%20-%20Natural%20Resources%20%26%20Parks&sort=PositionTitle%7CAscending&page=2&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
http://www.apms.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020-Michael-D.-Netherland-GSRG-Announcement.pdf
http://www.apms.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020-Michael-D.-Netherland-GSRG-Announcement.pdf
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the 2020 Grant to Dr. Ryan Thum, whose contact information is on the GSRG Announcement. 
Applications must be postmarked no later than April 17th, 2020. 

 
California State Parks Division of Boating and Waterways (DBW) will open the application 
window for the 2019/20 Quagga and Zebra Mussel Infestation Prevention Grant Program: March 
23 - May 1, 2020, subject to available funds. 

Tier 1 Planning and Assessment Grant: 
·     Applicants that do not already have a CDFW-accepted prevention plan can 
apply for a planning and assessment grant in order to develop a CDFW-accepted 
prevention plan for the reservoir. 

 Tier 2 Implementation Grant: 
·     To be eligible for an implementation grant, applicants, even those returning, 
must submit a letter from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
at the time of application that states CDFW has reviewed and accepted a 
prevention plan for the reservoir (per Fish and Game Code Section 2302 and 
California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 672.1(b)). 

 
FEDERAL/STATE/PROVINCIAL  

LEGISLATION, RULES, ACTIONS 
 

 

State/Province 
 
[Montana] New AIS rules for nonresident boaters and anglers (2/28/20) 

Nonresident boaters and anglers visiting Montana will see new aquatic invasive species rules 
in 2020. The 2019 Montana Legislature reduced the fee nonresident anglers pay for the 
Angler Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Pass. Nonresident anglers will pay $7.50 instead 
of the $15 fee that was charged last year.  Also, nonresident youth under the age of 16 will be 
exempt from purchasing the Angler AIS Prevention Pass. The AIS Prevention Pass fee is 
included in the purchase of fishing licenses. 

• New this year, nonresidents launching watercraft in Montana must purchase a Vessel 
AIS Prevention Pass.   

• The fee for motorboats is $30 and applies to all motorized watercraft that is registered 
in another state our country. 

• The fee for nonmotorized watercraft is $10 and applies to rafts, kayaks, drift boats, 
catamarans, and sailboats that nonresidents bring into Montana. 

• The Vessel AIS Prevention Pass expires Dec. 31 and is not transferrable between 
vessels. 

 
Saskatchewan unveils new strategy to fight aquatic invasive species (2/20/20) 

The new strategy will have the province take a science-based approach to risk analysis 
and monitoring to assess threats associated with aquatic invasive species. It will also 
allow the government to add new fish species to the province’s prohibited fish species list 
when they are identified as a high-risk threat. 

http://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28822
http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/ais/nr_0095.html?utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New%29
https://globalnews.ca/news/6575412/saskatchewan-strategy-aquatic-invasive-species-zebra-quagga-mussels/
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[South Dakota] Noem signs zebra mussel bill (2/26/20) 

Gov. Kristi Noem signed a bill aimed at combatting zebra mussels in South Dakota 
Wednesday. The law will require people to decontaminate their boats by cleaning and 
draining them after they get out of the water. It also allows the state Game, Fish and 
Parks Department to set up inspection stations to combat the mussels and other invasive 
species. "The legislation I signed today takes steps to prevent the spread of invasive 
species and keep our natural treasures safe for the next generation of outdoor 
enthusiasts,” Noem said in a release. [HB 1033] 

 

Judicial 
 

Executive 
 
 

Congressional 
 

An AIS federal legislative table is up on the web on the www.westernais.org 
website... go to https://www.westernais.org/regulations and scroll all the way to the bottom 
 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE: The 116th Congress has been very active in introducing invasive species 
related legislation. According E&E Daily “Forty-five bills and resolutions introduced so far this 
Congress include the phrase "invasive species," some more significantly than others.” 
 
 
Kaptur Holds Hearing on Trump Budget Request for Army Corps of Engineers, Bureau of 
Reclamation (3/10/20) 

Today, Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur (OH-09), Chairwoman of the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development, held a Subcommittee 
hearing on the Trump Administration’s FY 2021 budget request for U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and Bureau of Reclamation[Archived Webcast]. 

 
Subcommittee on Water and Power Hearing - Wednesday, March 4, 2020, at 10:30 a.m. EST in 
Room 366 of the Dirksen Senate Office Building in Washington, DC [Archived Webcast]. 

The purpose of the hearing is to examine the impact of invasive species on Bureau of 
Reclamation facilities and management of water resources in the West. 
 
Witness Panel 1 

• Mr. Scott Cameron  
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy Management and Budget 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
Cameron Testimony 3-4-20 SENR Cmte W&P Subcmte Hrg.pdf  

• The Honorable Jackie A. Meck  

https://kelo.com/news/articles/2020/feb/27/noem-signs-zebra-mussel-bill/988874/
https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislative_Session/Bills/Bill.aspx?Bill=1033&Session=2020
http://www.westernais.org/
https://www.westernais.org/regulations
https://kaptur.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/kaptur-holds-hearing-trump-budget-request-army-corps-engineers-bureau
https://kaptur.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/kaptur-holds-hearing-trump-budget-request-army-corps-engineers-bureau
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/hearings/us-army-corps-of-engineers-and-bureau-of-reclamation-budget-requests-for-fy2021
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/hearings/us-army-corps-of-engineers-and-bureau-of-reclamation-budget-requests-for-fy2021
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/hearings/us-army-corps-of-engineers-and-bureau-of-reclamation-budget-requests-for-fy2021
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/hearings/us-army-corps-of-engineers-and-bureau-of-reclamation-budget-requests-for-fy2021
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?ID=26A6B020-F1AB-467E-87BF-F9AD84A27037
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?ID=26A6B020-F1AB-467E-87BF-F9AD84A27037
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?Id=26A6B020-F1AB-467E-87BF-F9AD84A27037&Statement_id=A6C76AF8-F6F3-488B-BEA2-4963B1C42EA8
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/files/serve?File_id=229A36F2-92AD-46E3-809E-99753DDBBCD1
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?Id=26A6B020-F1AB-467E-87BF-F9AD84A27037&Statement_id=58E1F32F-FA1D-42E5-B38E-749FAF1DED41
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Mayor 
City of Buckeye, Arizona 
Meck Testimony 3-4-20 SENR Cmte W&P Subcmte Hrg.pdf) 

• Ms. Stephanie Criswell  
Invasive Species Program Manager 
Montana Department of Natural Resources 
Criswell Testimony 3-4-20 SENR Cmte W&P Subcmte Hrg.pdf  
Mr. Mike Preston  
Manager of External Relations 
Dolores Water Conservancy District (CO) 

• Ms. Julie W. Regan  
Chief, External Affairs & Deputy Director 
Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (NV) 
Regan Testimony 3-4-20 SENR Cmte W&P Subcmte Hrg.pdf  
 
Related:  
Cortez Masto Highlights Importance Of Collaboration To Protect Lake Tahoe From 
Climate Change, Invasive Species (3/4/20) 

In today’s Senate Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee on Water and 
Power Hearing U.S. Senator Catherine Cortez Masto (D-Nev.) spoke with 
panelist Julie Regan, Chief of External Affairs & Deputy Director of the Tahoe 
Regional Planning Agency, about the importance of a comprehensive, 
collaborative and science-based approach to protect Lake Tahoe and other water 
resources in Nevada from the threat of climate change and invasive species. In her 
introduction, Senator Cortez Masto highlighted the success of the 2016 Lake 
Tahoe Restoration Act, which dedicated money to improve Lake Tahoe’s water 
quality and invest in smart preventative technology to keep invasive species from 
entering the lake. She also congratulated the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 
(TRPA) on their collaborative efforts to protect the lake’s fragile ecosystem and 
improve environmental protection measures. 

 
Invasive Asian carp, erosion must stop to save Great Lakes, testifies Huizenga (3/4/20) 

U.S. Rep. Bill Huizenga (R-MI), co-chair of the Great Lakes Task Force, last week 
highlighted the negative impacts of invasive Asian carp and erosion on the nation’s Great 
Lakes region during testimony on Capitol Hill. “Asian carp and other invasive species are 
on the doorstep of infiltrating the Great Lakes system,” Rep. Huizenga told his colleagues 
on Feb. 27 during a members’ day hearing held by the U.S. House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Water Resources and Environment Subcommittee on proposals for the 
Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 2020. “Congress needs to make 
protecting and preserving the Great Lakes a national priority,” he said. 

 
McAdams bill helps Utah fight invasive mussels threatening water systems (3/2/20) 

Congressman Ben McAdams and Congressman Scott Tipton (R-CO) have introduced a 
measure to support the fight against an invasive species infesting western lakes and 
reservoirs, threatening water quality, quantity, and recreational opportunities. The Stop 
the Spread of Invasive Mussels Act of 2019 [S. 2975] is supported by the Western 

https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/files/serve?File_id=EF6758AB-5777-4D76-B16B-E28E938F6548
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?Id=26A6B020-F1AB-467E-87BF-F9AD84A27037&Statement_id=D1E44A3B-CC59-497B-ADB8-4FB6EFA49E4F
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/files/serve?File_id=2C7448CC-7820-4BB2-80AB-FB3AE7944EF4
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?Id=26A6B020-F1AB-467E-87BF-F9AD84A27037&Statement_id=3403E275-5710-4771-A4FB-220021720C68
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-and-business-meetings?Id=26A6B020-F1AB-467E-87BF-F9AD84A27037&Statement_id=06A8CEEB-606C-4125-AED2-963FC12AAB6C
https://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/files/serve?File_id=8719B7D3-9845-4177-837B-4C8F16FE2452
https://www.cortezmasto.senate.gov/news/press-releases/cortez-masto-highlights-importance-of-collaboration-to-protect-lake-tahoe-from-climate-change-invasive-species
https://www.cortezmasto.senate.gov/news/press-releases/cortez-masto-highlights-importance-of-collaboration-to-protect-lake-tahoe-from-climate-change-invasive-species
https://riponadvance.com/stories/invasive-asian-carp-erosion-must-stop-to-save-great-lakes-testifies-huizenga/
https://mcadams.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=227
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/2975?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22The+Stop+the+Spread+of+Invasive+Mussels+Act+of+2019%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/2975?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22The+Stop+the+Spread+of+Invasive+Mussels+Act+of+2019%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
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Governors Association, among others. Utah Governor Gary Herbert sent a letter of 
support for the measure, noting this is an important next step in the process.  A bipartisan 
companion bill — S. 2975—has been introduced in the Senate by Senator Michael 
Bennett, Senator Jon Tester and Senator Steve Daines. Utah and other states have been 
fighting the spread of invasive quagga mussels—small, destructive mollusks—for years. 
They spread to uninfected waterways from contaminated boats and ballast tanks.  
 
Related:  Bennet Announces New Support for Bill to Help Colorado Stop the Spread of 
Aquatic Invasive Species (03/06/20) 

Denver – Today, Colorado U.S. Senator Michael Bennet announced his bill to 
slow the movement of aquatic invasive species (AIS), like zebra and quagga 
mussels, into Colorado and other Western States, has gained steam with new 
support from the Colorado Water Congress (CWC) and the National Marine 
Manufacturers Association (NMMA), and with testimony from Michael Preston, 
General Manager of the Dolores Water Conservancy District (DWCD) in the U.S. 
Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee Subcommittee on Water and 
Power hearing earlier this week.  
 

NMMA holds aquatic invasive species event on Capitol Hill (3/2/20) 
Marine industry stakeholders met with members of Congress and staff to examine 
strategies for combatting aquatic invasive species. The National Marine Manufacturers 
Association and the Congressional Boating Caucus last week held a briefing for nearly 50 
congressional staff in Washington, D.C., titled “How Congress Can Help Address 
Aquatic Invasive Species.” Rep. John Garamendi, D-Calif., opened the event by speaking 
about the impact of invasive species in his district and the effects on recreational boating, 
according to NMMA. 

 
 
Water Resources Development Act of 2020: Members’ Day Hearing of the Transportation 
and Infrastructure Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment (2/27/20) 

This Members’ Day hearing is an opportunity for all Members of the House of 
Representatives to highlight issues of importance as the Committee develops the Water 
Resources Development Act of 2020. The archived hearing can he found HERE. 

 
According E&E  Daily: 

Here are four areas where members hope to get a piece of the WRDA pie come markup 
time. 

1. Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund 
2. Locks and dams 
3. Restoration and resilience 
4. Invasive species: 

Protecting ecosystems from invasive species and from harmful algae blooms is on 
the radar of numerous lawmakers. Rep. Brian Higgins (D-N.Y.) expressed 
concern about the harmful and rapid increase of algal blooms in Lake Erie. 

https://mcadams.house.gov/uploadedfiles/representative_mcadams_invasive_species_bill_letter_of_support_02.12.2020.pdf
https://mcadams.house.gov/uploadedfiles/representative_mcadams_invasive_species_bill_letter_of_support_02.12.2020.pdf
https://www.bennet.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2020/3/bennet-announces-new-support-for-bill-to-help-colorado-stop-the-spread-of-aquatic-invasive-species
https://www.bennet.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2020/3/bennet-announces-new-support-for-bill-to-help-colorado-stop-the-spread-of-aquatic-invasive-species
https://www.tradeonlytoday.com/industry-news/nmma-holds-aquatic-invasive-species-event-on-capitol-hill
https://transportation.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/proposals-for-a-water-resources-development-act-of-2020-members-day-hearing
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Higgins said funding from WRDA could help communities deploy innovative 
ways to combat the blooms, which develop from agricultural nutrient runoff. He 
suggested harvesting the algae blooms to create yoga mats, an effort underway in 
Lake Okeechobee in Florida, which has seen devastating effects of algal blooms, 
through a pilot project. Rep. James Comer (R-Ky.) said the lakes in his district 
have $1.2 billion impact on the regional economy, but Asian carp are becoming 
problematic for native species and tourists, alike affecting lakes and streams. 
"The explosion of carp is driving boaters and fishermen away from our region," 
Comer said. Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio), chairwoman of the House Energy and 
Water Development Appropriations Subcommittee, was more direct. 
"The voracious bighead carp has placed the Great Lakes fishery, valued over $7 
billion, in jeopardy," she said. She identified the Chicago Area Waterway System 
as a crucial "choke point" and campaigned for strengthening defenses at the 
Brandon Road Lock and Dam near Joliet, Ill. 
[Source: Reprinted from E&E Daily  02/28/20, with permission from 
Environment & Energy Publishing, www.eenews.net; 202/628-6500] 

 
NOW WHAT: The T&I Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment is 
expected to introduce the WRDA  authorizing bill by the end of May, 2020. 

 
 
California wants to kill every one of these swamp rats by 2025. Congress is ready to help 
(2/26/20) 

Rep. Josh Harder, D-Turlock, again hauled the large, stuffed rodent — which Harder’s 
spokesman has affectionately named “Nellie” — onto the House floor Wednesday before 
the House unanimously approved his bill [HR 3399] granting millions of dollars to 
California officials trying to eliminate nutria from California. “Especially on agriculture 
issues, the biggest problem we have in Congress is getting awareness and understanding, 
so Nellie has been a great spokesperson,” Harder said. “Having something people can see 
and look at and know the scale of the problem is hugely helpful.” 
 
[HR 3399] SECTION 1. NUTRIA ERADICATION. 
 
The Nutria Eradication and Control Act of 2003 (Public Law 108–16) is amended— 
(1) in section 2— 
(A) in subsection (a)— 
(i) in paragraph (1), by striking “Wetlands and tidal marshes of the Chesapeake Bay and 
in Louisiana” and inserting “Wetlands, tidal marshes, and agricultural lands”; 
(ii) in paragraph (2), by striking “in Maryland and Louisiana”; and 
(iii) by amending paragraph (3) to read as follows: 
“(3) Traditional harvest methods to control or eradicate nutria have failed. Consequently, 
marsh loss, loss of public and private wetlands, and loss of agricultural lands are 
accelerating.”; and 
(B) in subsection (b), by striking “the State of Maryland and the State of Louisiana” and 
inserting “any State that has demonstrated the need”;  

 

https://www.modbee.com/news/local/article240620392.html#storylink=cpy
https://www.modbee.com/news/local/article240620392.html#storylink=cpy
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3399?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+3399%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3399?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+3399%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
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Palazzo and Peterson Introduce Bill to Advance Aquaculture in the United States (March 12, 
2020) 

Washington, DC - Representative Steven Palazzo (MS-4) and Representative Collin 
Peterson, Chair of the House Agriculture Committee, introduced H.R. 6191, the 
Advancing the Quality and Understanding of American Aquaculture Act or the AQUAA 
Act today to increase the United States’ involvement in the production of healthy, 
sustainable, and affordable seafood. “The United States imports nearly 90% of our 
seafood, and of that, more than half is produced through foreign aquaculture without 
domestic oversight," said Palazzo. "The AQUAA Act streamlines the federal permitting 
process to usher in a wave of American aquaculture and reduce our dependency on 
foreign seafood imports while we grow a sustainable market. Food security is national 
security and, we must work to ensure America is prepared to meet the needs of 
tomorrow’s food demand.” 

Related: Fresh hope for federal US aquaculture (3/12/20) 

 

 
Budget and Appropriations 

 
 

 
 
 
TRAININGS, WEBINARS, CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS 

 
 

Events: Archived Materials 
 
 

Events: Webinars, Trainings, Conferences and Meetings 
 

 
Watercraft Inspection Training 

 
For more information, go to website links or contact Quagga D @ (702)236-3814 or 

quaggadee@cox.net 

 
 
 
 
 

https://palazzo.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=401443
https://palazzo.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=401443
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6191
https://thefishsite.com/articles/fresh-hope-for-federal-us-aquaculture
mailto:quaggadee@cox.net
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2020 
 

Because of concerns due to the rapid spread of COVID-19 upcoming meetings 
and events listed below may be postponed, cancelled or converted to 

teleconferencing events. Please check directly with the organizers of these 
events for the most up-to-date information. Stay home if you are feeling sick or 

are a member of a higher-risk group. 

 
March 

 
[Webinar] NAISMA: March 18 – Stephen Enloe, University of Florida 
 
Don't forget to register for our upcoming PNW Mussel Workgroup Symposium, March 26, 2020 
at the Water Resources Education Center in Vancouver, WA. The Agenda can be found in the 
link below, along with a link to free registration and instructions for submitting abstracts for oral 
and poster presentations. https://pnwmussels.org/pnw-2020-regional-meeting/   
 
More information is forthcoming, but please save the date and mark your calendars for the USGS 
NAS town hall on eDNA - Monday, March 30, 2020 (time TBA). 

 
April 

 
Western Regional Panel Midyear Teleconference 
The WRP’s Midyear Teleconference will be April 8th 1-3 pm MST. This call is open to anyone 
with an interest in the WRP. During the call, information will be shared about committee 
activities and other AIS news.  

 
The next meeting of the Pacific Ballast Water Group (PBWG) will be April 15-16, 2020 
(Wednesday/Thursday) at Embassy Suites by Hilton, Portland Airport 
REGISTRATION: Please register for the meeting by contacting Paula Hotaling 
(photaling@psmfc.org) 503-595-3100. Please include what day(s) you are attending and whether 
or not you have any dietary restrictions.   The registration deadline is April 1, 2020. [NOTE: 
PSMFC is currently reviewing whether to hold this meeting, stay tuned (3/13/20)] 

 
[Webinar] NAISMA: April 15 – Robert (Bob) Rabaglia, USDA – Forest Service: Individual 
plant treatment techniques for woody invasive species in the US. 

 
May 

 
The next meeting of the ANS Task Force will be hosted by the Northeast Regional Panel and is 
tentatively scheduled for the week of May 4, 2020. 

 

https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://pnwmussels.org/pnw-2020-regional-meeting/
https://pnwmussels.org/pnw-2020-regional-meeting/
http://westernregionalpanel.org/
mailto:photaling@psmfc.org
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
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NCTC Emerging Topics in Conservation Science Workshop - eDNA 
Target Audience: Resource professionals who work with issues where environmental DNA data 
have implications for the management of plant or animal populations, especially those in aquatic 
habitats. Summary and Objectives: This workshop is designed to provide resource professionals 
at both staff and management levels with the background and tools needed to evaluate issues 
where environmental DNA data play a role in the management of plants and animals. Instruction 
on environmental DNA Best Management Practices, terminology, concepts, and case histories 
will be provided throughout the workshop. 
Upon completion of this workshop, participants will be able to: 

• Evaluate environmental DNA information in the scientific literature and explain how it 
relates to management decisions; 
• Evaluate project proposals and reports and identify the appropriate environmental data 
collection and analysis methods needed to answer questions of management concern; 
• Describe the benefits and limitations of applying environmental DNA methods to 
management issues; and 
• Develop and review appropriate study designs using the Best Management Practices 
and principles of environmental DNA. 

 
Risk Assessment and Management of Non-native Aquatic Species Workshop  
May 19-22, 2020, Gainesville, FL 

 
Risks associated with the trade and movement of non-native aquatic species into and 
within the United States are assessed and managed using a variety of tools and methods 
employed by federal, state, tribal and industry groups. This workshop intends to bring 
together scientists, managers, and industry stakeholders from around the nation to present 
and discuss science-based risk screening and assessment, as well as regulatory and non-
regulatory risk management methods. Invited speakers will present prominent themes and 
methods, and selected contributed papers will cover the depth and breadth of risk 
assessment and management. The workshop will be held at the picturesque Roland T. 
Stern Learning Center, in the Austin Cary Forest (http://sfrc.ufl.edu/forestcampus/) and 
the proceedings published. 
 
May 19, 6-8 pm: Registration and Welcome Social 
May 20-21, 8am-5 pm: Presentations 
May 20, 5-7 pm: Fish Fry 
May 22, 8am-?: Field Trip, Ichetucknee Springs 
Registration fee is $80 / person. Registration includes all workshop materials; roundtrip 
transportation between hotel, welcome social, workshop, and field trip; lunch and 
refreshments. Transportation between hotel and venues will be provided upon request. 
Deadline to register is April 1, 2020. For information on how to register, please contact 
hpdiaz@ufl.eduthen 
 
A special hotel rate of $98/night is available at the Holiday Inn - University Center if 
booked by April 19, 2020. To book, call 352-376-1661 and ask for group booking code 
RAM. 

https://training.fws.gov/courses/descriptions/CSP2000A-Emerging-Topics-in-Conservation-Science-Workshop-eDNA.pdf
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[Webinar] NAISMA: May 20 – Kurt Dreisilker, Morton Arboretum: How the Morton Arboretum 
approaches invasive species prevention and EDRR 

 
June 

 
This is a save-the-date notice for a June 9, 2020 Aquatic Invasive Species identification training 
at the Bend Parks & Rec office in Bend, Oregon from 8:00 am – 12:00pm. The schedule is still 
being developed, but we plan to have Rick Boatner, Invasive Species Coordinator for Oregon 
Department of Fish & Wildlife (ODFW), as our primary presenter. The Xerces Society will also 
give a presentation on native vs. non-native mollusks. The purpose of the training is to teach 
interested parties about current and potential aquatic invasive species in Central Oregon—how to 
identify them and what their ecologic and economic effects are. Our hope is to encourage and 
facilitate early detection.  This is part of a collaborative effort of the Deschutes County Noxious 
Weed Advisory Board, ODFW, Forest Service, Bend Parks and Recreation, and others to try to 
protect our Central Oregon aquatic ecosystems. More info will be sent out once the schedule is 
finalized. To register, email elizabeth.johnson@usda.gov.  

 
[Webinar] NAISMA: June 17 – Forest Eidbo, Minnesota DNR: Making educational signage that 
people actually read, according to the experts 

 
 
 

July 
 

[Webinar] NAISMA: July 15 – Gary Lovett, Cary Institute of Ecosystem Science: Invasive 
forest pests in the U.S.:  Impacts and policy solutions 

 
2020 60th Aquatic Plant Management Society (APMS) Meeting Date: Jul 19, 2020 to Jul 22, 
2020. Venue: Hyatt Regency San Antonio Riverwalk. Location: San Antonio, Texas 
 

August 
 
2020 105th Ecological Society of America Annual Meeting 
Date: Aug 02, 2020 to Aug 07, 2020. Venue: Salt Palace Convention Center. Location: Salt Lake 
City, Utah. https://www.esa.org/saltlake/  [you may need to paste this url into your browser] 
 
Action Invasive Species Research Conference 2020 - Turning Science into Action, taking place 
in Kelowna, BC, August 18 - 20, 2020. The Invasive Species Research Conference will take 
place over two days, August 18 - 19, 2020, with the option of participating in field trips on the 
third day, August 20, 2020. We invite invasive species researchers and practitioners, working on 
any taxonomic group, across the Pacific Northwest and beyond to participate and share their 
findings. 
 
[Webinar] NAISMA: August 19 TBA 
 

https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
mailto:elizabeth.johnson@usda.gov
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September 
 

[Webinar] NAISMA: September 16 – Ken Donnelly, Beyond Attitude Consulting: Leaps and 
Bounds – How to jump over the barriers to preventing the spread of invasive species 

 
October 

NAISMA Conference: Transboundary Cooperation October 6-8, The only invasive species 
management conference to… Bridge geographic divides between West and East, North and 
South, land and water, Connect science to action through research, policy, and outreach 
initiatives and opportunities across North America. The Lodge at Whitefish Lake, MT 

World Fisheries Congress 11-15 October, 2020 Adelaide, Australia 

Upper Midwest Invasive Species Conference 2020 
Pathways to Success: Partnerships and Purpose - Oct. 12 - 14, Duluth, MN. The 2020 Upper 
Midwest Invasive Species Conference will cover all invasive aquatic and terrestrial plants, 
animals, insects and pathogens. It will emphasize how invasive species interact with natural and 
man-made systems in the Midwest, including lakes and rivers, wetlands, forests, prairies, 
agricultural systems, timberlands, and urban parks. In addition, we will have special sessions and 
symposia that focus on the topics of woody invasive species, organisms in trade, biocontrol, 
prescribed fire, ballast management, community science and other topics. 

2020 15th Annual Biocontrol Industry Meeting: Date: Oct 19, 2020 to Oct 21, 2020. 
Venue: Congress Center Basel. Location: Basel, Switzerland 

Announcing UMISC 2020 Pathways to Success: Partnerships and Purpose 
Oct. 12 - 14, Duluth, MN 
 
[Webinar] NAISMA: October 21 TBA 

 
November 

 
[Webinar] NAISMA: November 25 TBA 
 

________________ 
 
TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org. 
AIS NEWS was compiled by Robyn Draheim and Stephen Phillips. Past issues of AIS NEWS can 
be found @ http://www.westernais.org/   under the “News” tab. 
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