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OPENING/CLOSURE INFORMATION 

[Editor’s Note: Please check directly with local, state and federal agencies for the most up-to-
date information on closures] 

 
[Washington] WDFW to open some recreational fishing and hunting starting Tuesday, May 5 
 
[Oregon/Washington] Washington To Open Some Recreational Fishing Tuesday, Asks People 
Do So Locally; Crowding Could Lead To Reclosures; Oregon Opens To Non-Residents 
 
[Wyoming] Recreational Restrictions Begin To Lift Mid-May 
 

 
RECOMMENDED  

 
Distance Leaning AIS Resources 

 
Great Lakes Learning: Model the population dynamics of invasive species at home 

Exponential curves are everywhere these days. They are the graphs we see in the 
headlines, which curve steeply over a short amount of time, showing the number of 
reported cases of and deaths from COVID-19. They are also the curves we are trying to 
flatten out with social and physical distancing. 
These graphs are often used to show population change, because the dynamics of a 
population tend to follow exponential growth and decay patterns. These graphs can also 

https://wdfw.wa.gov/news/wdfw-open-some-recreational-fishing-and-hunting-starting-tuesday-may-5
https://www.cbbulletin.com/washington-to-open-some-recreational-fishing-tuesday-asks-people-do-so-locally-crowding-could-lead-to-reclosures/
https://www.cbbulletin.com/washington-to-open-some-recreational-fishing-tuesday-asks-people-do-so-locally-crowding-could-lead-to-reclosures/
https://www.wyomingpublicmedia.org/post/recreational-restrictions-begin-lift-mid-may#stream/0
https://www.greatlakesnow.org/2020/04/great-lakes-learning-population-dynamics-invasive-species/
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visualize how the population of one species affects another, including ones that are hard 
to directly observe. 
One great example of this is with an invasive fish species known as the Asian carp. 
In our series of lessons about the Great Lakes, you can: 

• Learn about the population dynamics of fish, 
• Look at the impact of human activity on native fish populations, and 
• Explore the invasive Asian carp species affecting the Great Lakes. 

 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Cooke Aquaculture applies to modify water quality permits for steelhead farming in Puget Sound 

(4/14/20) 
Cooke Aquaculture has submitted applications to the Washington Department of Ecology 
requesting to modify its existing water quality permits for four Puget Sound net pens. The 

company wants to raise all-female, sterile rainbow trout, also known as steelhead, which are 
native to Washington instead of non-native Atlantic salmon.  

In order to change the type of species, the company must go through a multi-agency, multi-step 
permitting process. 

Ecology is accepting feedback on the applications and supporting documents for the 
modification request. All documents can be viewed at ecology.wa.gov/NetPenPermit, and 

comments can be submitted online through May 22, 2020. 
 

-- 
 

[Montana] Information gathering starts for Lake Elmo invasive Asian clam response 
 

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks is looking for comments and ideas on its proposal to remove 
invasive Asian clams from Lake Elmo in Billings Heights. 

The public scoping – designed to gather information – is all online since directives in response to 
COVID-19 preclude a public meeting. A brief video about the invasive clams, history of the lake 

and potential alternatives for removal is on the FWP website at http://fwp.mt.gov 
 along with a poll and directions for submitting questions, comments and ideas. 

The session is the first step in a required environmental assessment of alternatives for dealing 
with the invasive Asian clams. It will be followed by study of several alternatives and eventually 

a decision on action. 
 

NEW SPECIES SIGHTINGS 
 

Want to get more new species alerts? 
USGS NAS: https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx 

IMAP INVASIVES: https://www.imapinvasives.org 
 

https://www.greatlakesnow.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Lesson-03-Fish-Population.pdf
https://www.greatlakesnow.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Lesson-04-Fishing-Threaten.pdf
https://www.greatlakesnow.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Lesson-05-Lake-Invaders.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Get-to-know-us/News/2020/Cooke-Aquaculture-applies-to-modify-permits
https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Get-to-know-us/News/2020/Cooke-Aquaculture-applies-to-modify-permits
https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-Shorelines/Water-quality/Water-quality-permits/Water-Quality-individual-permits/Net-pens
https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-Shorelines/Water-quality/Water-quality-permits/Water-Quality-individual-permits/Net-pens
https://ecology.wa.gov/Water-Shorelines/Water-quality/Water-quality-permits/Water-Quality-individual-permits/Net-pens
http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/ais/nr_0102.html
http://fwp.mt.gov/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LakeElmoPublicScopingSurvey
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx
https://www.imapinvasives.org/
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DREISSENIDS 

OTHER AIS 
 
Fisherman Nets Pair of Invasive Gar in Columbia River (5/4/20) 

A commercial fisherman working on the Columbia River, near the mouth of the 
Yakima River, may have netted a 24- and a 36-inch gar, according to the Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife. The fish, caught April 14, may have been alligator gar 
or perhaps shortnose gar, WDFW district fish biologist Paul Hoffarth said. 

 

WATCH LIST 
 
Washington State University scientists enlist citizens in hunt for giant, bee-killing hornet 
(4/6/20)  

More than two inches long, the world’s largest hornet carries a painful, sometimes lethal 
sting and an appetite for honeybees. It is also the newest insect invader of Washington 
state. The Asian giant hornet, Vespa mandarinia, is unmistakable, said Susan Cobey, bee 
breeder with Washington State University’s Department of Entomology. 
“They’re like something out of a monster cartoon with this huge yellow-orange face,” she 
said. “It’s a shockingly large hornet,” added Todd Murray, WSU Extension entomologist 
and invasive species specialist. “It’s a health hazard, and more importantly, a significant 
predator of honeybees.” 
[Tangentially related but fascinating] The Oatmeal: Bees vs Giant Hornet 

 
DREISSENID MUSSELS

 
 
The Mysterious Demise of Freshwater Mussels (4/13/20) 

“It’s hard to rally around a living rock,” said Jeremy Tiemann, an aquatic ecologist with 
the Illinois Natural History Survey and president of the 550-member Freshwater Mollusk 
Conservation Society. Even though mussels are largely responsibly for filtering and 
cleaning freshwaters worldwide, it’s not easy to foster human compassion for them, 
added Jordan Richard, a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service biologist and Strike Force 
member… By the 1980s North America’s mussels faced a new danger: invasive 
mollusks, which arrived from overseas and competed with native mussels for food and 
other resources. Around 1986, zebra mussels arrived through shipping into the Great 
Lakes and spread across the country, joining Asiatic clams, also known as Corbicula, 
which by then had already spread to D.C. and at least 37 states. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.newsdata.com/nw_fishletter/fisherman-nets-pair-of-invasive-gar-in-columbia-river/article_f9208880-8e30-11ea-a9d8-0fcc08588d3e.html
https://news.wsu.edu/2020/04/06/wsu-scientists-enlist-citizens-hunt-giant-bee-killing-hornet/
https://news.wsu.edu/2020/04/06/wsu-scientists-enlist-citizens-hunt-giant-bee-killing-hornet/
https://theoatmeal.com/comics/bees_vs_hornets
https://undark.org/2020/04/13/freshwater-mussel-death/
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BOAT INSPECTION/DECON/TECH NEWS 
 

 
Utah fears lack of boat inspections due to coronavirus could put other lakes at risk of quagga 
infestations (4/25/20) 

In an effort to avoid spread of the coronavirus, however, federal and state officials were 
not fully inspecting or decontaminating boats that have come off the lake since early 
April. That move paused Utah’s main defense against the spread of quagga mussels just 
as boating season shifts into gear. These uninspected boats could pose a threat to Flaming 
Gorge National Recreation Area and other lakes if contaminated vessels move quagga 
mussels from Lake Powell into a new body of water. 

 
Boaters likely to see changes in Donner inspection program (4/24/20) 

Watercraft inspection stations around the Tahoe area are closed to keep workers safe 
during the outbreak of COVID-19. While boaters at the area’s bodies of water are used to 
making stops each season to have their vessel inspected for aquatic invasive species such 
as quagga mussels, those that launch into Donner Lake will likely see a change in 
protocol toward self-inspecting their vessels. 
 

Pilot program allows limited access to Lake Powell (4/22/20) 
A pilot program will allow limited, day-use access through the Wahweap boat ramp for 
any boat within 20 miles of town. The pilot program, “Local Boater Program,” was 
launched by the Arizona Game and Fish Department and the National Park Service. 
Implementation of the Local Boater Program will occur only at the Wahweap boat ramp 
beginning on Friday, April 24 and will continue every weekend (Friday through Sunday 
from 7 a.m to 8 p.m.) until the NPS general closure order is rescinded. Boaters who sign 
up for the Arizona Lake Powell Local Boater Program will be allowed to launch and 
retrieve their boats within the listed hours of operation. 

 
Mussel-Free Self-Certification Forms Mandatory at Lake Roosevelt National Recreation Area 
Beginning May 1st (4/20/20) 

In an on-going effort to prevent the introduction of aquatic invasive species, the National 
Park Service (NPS) at Lake Roosevelt National Recreation Area will require that all 
boaters complete the aquatic invasive species (AIS) quagga/zebra mussel-free self-
certification form beginning May 1, 2020. This is the next progression of the AIS 
prevention program introduced in early 2018. 
The self-certification forms are available through our website at: 
https://www.nps.gov/laro/learn/nature/upload/Zebra-and-Quagga-mussel-certification-
reduced-508.pdf and at each boat launch. After following the flowchart and completing 
the form, place it in the windshield of your launch vehicle where it can be easily seen. If 
you only boat within Washington State, boaters will only need to complete the form once 
per season. If you launch your boat outside of Washington State, you will need to 
complete the form before you launch at Lake Roosevelt again. Watercraft coming from 
outside of Washington should be cleaned, drained, and fully dried (dry time may be up to 
30 days), or have valid proof of inspection within the last 30 days, before launching in 

https://www.sltrib.com/news/environment/2020/04/25/utah-fears-lack-boat/
https://www.sltrib.com/news/environment/2020/04/25/utah-fears-lack-boat/
https://www.sierrasun.com/news/environment/boaters-likely-to-see-changes-in-donner-inspection-program/
https://lakepowellchronicle.com/article/pilot-program-allows-limited-access-to-lake
https://www.nps.gov/laro/learn/news/mussel-free-self-certification-forms-mandatory-at-lake-roosevelt-national-recreation-area-beginning-may-1st.htm
https://www.nps.gov/laro/learn/news/mussel-free-self-certification-forms-mandatory-at-lake-roosevelt-national-recreation-area-beginning-may-1st.htm
https://www.nps.gov/laro/learn/nature/upload/Zebra-and-Quagga-mussel-certification-reduced-508.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/laro/learn/nature/upload/Zebra-and-Quagga-mussel-certification-reduced-508.pdf
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Lake Roosevelt. It is important to remove all dirt, plants and water from boats, trailers, 
and other water gear prior to launching every time. 

 
[Wyoming] Game & Fish AIS inspection stations opening this spring (4/16/20) 

“AIS check stations will be open and operational,” said Josh Leonard, AIS coordinator. 
“Inspectors will be taking extra efforts to social distance, so please give them space for 
their health and yours as they do their jobs.” Nonresident boaters should be aware that the 
State of Wyoming has a 14-day quarantine directive for people entering Wyoming 
through the end of April. Nonresidents are advised to stay home at this time unless they 
can observe the quarantine and follow all local and state social distancing orders. 

 
BALLAST WATER/BIOFOULING 

 
 
Marine Safety Center issues Ballast Water Management System Type Approval Certificates to 
Hyde Marine, Inc. (4/29/20) 

The Coast Guard Marine Safety Center issued the 30th U.S. Coast Guard Ballast Water 
Management System Type Approval Certificate to Hyde Marine, Inc., after a detailed 
review of the manufacturer’s type approval applications determined the systems met the 
requirements of 46 CFR 162.060. 

 
United in a time of distance and division 

The world looks very different today than it did just four months ago. Back then we were 
talking about fuels, CO2 limits, and ballast water treatment. Today we are talking about 
quarantine, social distancing, and radically altered cargo markets. Times of dynamic 
change like this bring danger and risk, but they are also times of great opportunity. The 
ballast water treatment industry is at an inflection point. We no longer question when the 
convention will come into force. We no longer wonder how the implementation cycle 
will play out. Each of these things have been set. 

 
Ballast Water Treatment Supplier Adapts its Tech to Fight COVID-19 (4/21/20) 

Around the world, manufacturers of all stripes are looking for ways to put their 
capabilities to use for the fight against COVID-19. Among other examples, carmaker GM 
is building ventilators, industrial conglomerate ZF Group is making facemasks, and 
countless liquor distillers have switched to making alcohol-based hand sanitizer. This 
broad-based effort extends to maritime sector suppliers, like BIO-UV Group, the maker 
of the BIO-SEA ballast water treatment system. 
The ultra-violet light technology that the BIO-SEA system uses to kill marine invasive 
species can be adapted to disinfect surfaces, according to BIO-UV, helping health 
workers and first responders avoid picking up the coronavirus. A prototype scanner based 
around BIO-UV Group’s existing UV-C reactor technology is now being tested in an 
independent laboratory, and the company's new surface disinfection system could be 
ready for market introduction by the end of May. 
 
 

 

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Regional-Offices/Green-River-Region/Green-River-Region-News/Game-and-Fish-AIS-Inspection-Stations-opening-this
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/04/29/marine-safety-center-issues-ballast-water-management-system-type-approval-certificates-to-hyde-marine-inc/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/04/29/marine-safety-center-issues-ballast-water-management-system-type-approval-certificates-to-hyde-marine-inc/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://www.rivieramm.com/opinion/united-in-a-time-of-distance-and-division-59019
https://www.maritime-executive.com/article/ballast-water-treatment-supplier-adapts-its-tech-to-fight-covid-19
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Containerised BWMS suppliers target ports (4/20/20) 
Companies offering containerised ballast water treatment systems (BWTS) fall into two 
categories: those that offer their own design; and those that provide a containerised 
platform around a core of third-party systems. Ballast Water Container (BWC) is one of 
the best-known names in the latter category; it is part of a large marine engineering group 
based in Glasgow, Scotland, that can trace its saltwater roots back over 200 years.  

 
Coronavirus: USCG to extend ballast water treatment system compliance deadline (4/14/20) 

Given the hard line the US Coast Guard (USCG) takes on ballast water treatment matters, 
such as its stance over VIDA and its refusal to recognise alternative forms of testing, it is 
a surprise the USCG has issued a statement offering to relax, in the right curcumstances, 
the 1 April 2021 drydock deadline for ballast water treatment compliance. 
The Marine Safety Information Bulletin 14-20 COVID-19: Ballast Water Management 
(BWM) Extensions has been issued to clarify the USCG’s position where circumstances 
mean it is not possible to complete the necessary work and inspections. The Covid-19 
coronavirus pandemic has created conditions which make installing ballast water 
treatment systems difficult. The USCG recognises these condition as: 
 

• Do not travel orders 
• Closed country borders 
• Closed drydocks in many parts of the world 
• Equipment/parts unable to be shipped 
• Minimal international flights impacting technicians’ travel to locations where 

ships are drydocked 
• Limited port or drydock availability 
• Social distancing requirements impacting workforces worldwide 

In a statement, the USCG reports “The Coast Guard is adjusting its extension policy, as 
shown below, for those vessels impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic with BWTS 
compliance dates before 1 April 2021.” 

 
Priorities and technologies for indicative ballast water monitoring in Great Lakes (4/13/20) 

Ballast water of commercial ships is the leading source for aquatic invasive species into 
the Great Lakes. A project led by Wayne State University, in collaboration with the 
Natural Resources Research Institute (NRRI) at the University of Minnesota Duluth, aims 
to protect the Great Lakes by helping assure that indicative monitoring systems designed 
to assess invasive species management are effective. Indicative monitoring enables rapid 
assessment of ballast water management system compliance with state, national and 
international ballast regulations. This is critical for accurate assessment of harmful 
organism hazards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.rivieramm.com/news-content-hub/containerised-bwms-suppliers-target-ports-58981
https://www.rivieramm.com/news-content-hub/covid-19-coronavirus-uscg-will-extend-ballast-water-treatment-system-compliance-deadline-58942
https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-events/research-brief-priorities-and-technologies-indicative-ballast-water-monitoring-great
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MARINE  
 

 
SeaDoc Society awards the Salish Sea Science Prize to Washington Sea Grant’s Crab Team 
(4/22/20) 

The European green crab is a damaging invasive species that has wreaked havoc on 
ecosystems around the world, and recently they’ve found their way into the Salish Sea. 
Thanks to Washington Sea Grant’s Crab Team, major scientifically based efforts are 
being made to stop its spread before it starts. For this use of science to improve the health 
of the Salish Sea, this Earth Day they have been announced as winners of our 2020 Salish 
Sea Science Prize, which comes with a $2,000 no-strings-attached cash award. 
Related: Video: Preventing a green crab invasion 

 
Cooperation Key to Containing Green Crab Invasion (4/15/20) 

Treaty tribes are encouraged by cooperative efforts with federal and state natural 
resources managers and others to monitor and stem the invasion of the European green 
crab across western Washington. We depend on fish and shellfish for our cultural and 
economic survival, and we know our region’s shorelines and marine life better than 
anyone else. That’s why we have joined with the Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Washington Sea Grant and others to control 
their spread. 

 
[Scientific Publication] Bertrand, A., Lengaigne, M., Takahashi, K., Avadí, A., Poulain, F. & 
Harrod, C. 2020. El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO) effects on fisheries and aquaculture. 
FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Technical Paper No. 660. Rome, FAO. 
https://doi.org/10.4060/ca8348en 
 

AQUACULTURE 
 

 
Passing thoughts about wild salmon near fish farms (4/30/20) 

Canadian researchers describe key finding in new fish health study as “contrary to our 
expectation” about wild salmon passing fish farms 

 
Where is the aquaculture in the US? (4/19/20) 

The United States has the potential to be a global leader in aquaculture production, but 
critics say that can’t happen until a complicated regulatory process is streamlined. 

 
Salmon Farms' "Cleaner Fish" Attract Scrutiny (4/17/20) 

The term “cleaner fish” is used to describe the small fish species that will eat salmon lice 
as snacks. Letting cleaner fish cohabit with salmon seems like a good idea at first glance. 
Salmon lice are a well-known problem, both for wild salmon and farmed salmon, and 
chemical delousing methods are harmful to nature. So it is no wonder that the use of 
cleaner fish has picked up, and even led to the separate side industry of farm raising 
cleaner fish. Gradually, however, awareness is growing that this solution has its dark 
side. Many cleaner fish species have trouble adapting to life in the sea cages, and are not 

https://sanjuanislander.com/news-articles/environment-science-whales/environment/30992/seadoc-society-awards-the-salish-sea-science-prize-to-washington-sea-grant-s-crab-team
https://sanjuanislander.com/news-articles/environment-science-whales/environment/30992/seadoc-society-awards-the-salish-sea-science-prize-to-washington-sea-grant-s-crab-team
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e-EBXzDc1Bk
http://www.yelmonline.com/opinion/article_d5f93b52-7f50-11ea-a48d-576dc92b09b7.html
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CA8348EN.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CA8348EN.pdf
https://doi.org/10.4060/ca8348en
https://seawestnews.com/passing-thoughts-about-wild-salmon-near-fish-farms/
https://aquaculturemag.com/2020/04/19/where-is-the-aquaculture-in-the-us/
https://www.maritime-executive.com/editorials/salmon-farms-cleaner-fish-attract-scrutiny
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doing well. Research shows that even fish farmers have doubts as to whether using 
cleaner fish is an effective delousing method. 

 
Cooke Aquaculture forges ahead in Canada, U.S. (4/16/20) 

The Atlantic Canadian salmon farming division of Cooke Aquaculture Inc. has 
reaffirmed its support to investing and creating marine and land-based jobs in the waters 
off Nova Scotia and Washington State. “Our aim is to grow responsibly in Nova Scotia. 
And this means modest expansion, putting fish health and environmental sustainability at 
the forefront of our growth strategy,” said Joel Richardson, Vice President of Public 
Relations for Cooke Aquaculture. Across the border, the company is moving forward 
with its plans to farm rainbow trout and has applied to the Washington Department of 
Ecology requesting to modify its remaining permits for four net pens in the state. [see 
public comment section at top of document] 

 
FISH 

 
 
IDFG Again Netting Non-Native Walleye In Lake Pend Oreille To Protect Other Fisheries 
(4/16/20) 

Walleye gillnetting operations is running for three weeks this spring, April 13 to May 1.  
Crews will target spawning walleye in the shallow, northern sections of the lake. Sites 
will include portions of the Clark Fork Delta near Sheepherder Point, the Pack River 
Delta and Sunnyside areas, Oden Bay and Kootenai Point. 

 
[Wyoming] Goldfish found in Renner Reservoir (4/15/20) 

“Fisheries management crews in Cody are committed to Renner Reservoir's success as a 
fishery,” Skorupski said.  “However, the illegal stocking of goldfish greatly complicates 
this scenario and puts a successful outcome at risk.  Further it will require additional time 
and effort to work on this threat that could have been spent on other high priority 
fisheries issues in the Bighorn Basin.” 
 

Northern pike moved into a unique river in eastern Wyoming, and are decimating the native fish 
(4/12/20) 

The Niobrara – less of a river and more of a series of puddles, ponds and sloughs pieced 
together from Manville to Nebraska – only turns into a proper river during thunderous 
rainstorms and flash floods. The sudden rush of water allowed those native northern pearl 
dace, finescale dace, Iowa darter and other minnow-looking fish to move from place to 
place, seeking new shelter, new food and new breeding areas. The surges of water kept 
the populations robust and healthy for thousands of years. 
That was before humans introduced northern pike about 100 miles downstream. It was 
before those floods allowed pike to slowly migrate up into Wyoming. And it was before 
the voracious, nonnative predators began decimating those native populations. 
 
 
 
 

https://seawestnews.com/cooke-aquaculture-forges-ahead-in-canada-u-s/
https://www.cbbulletin.com/idfg-again-netting-non-native-walleye-in-lake-pend-oreille-to-protect-other-fisheries/
https://www.cbbulletin.com/idfg-again-netting-non-native-walleye-in-lake-pend-oreille-to-protect-other-fisheries/
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Regional-Offices/Cody-Region/Cody-Region-News/Goldfish-found-in-Renner-Reservoir
https://trib.com/outdoors/northern-pike-moved-into-a-unique-river-in-eastern-wyoming-and-are-decimating-the-native/article_0cc974ba-878f-579f-b284-104732f47a34.html
https://trib.com/outdoors/northern-pike-moved-into-a-unique-river-in-eastern-wyoming-and-are-decimating-the-native/article_0cc974ba-878f-579f-b284-104732f47a34.html
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AQUATIC PLANTS 
 

 
Plan to Control Invasive Plant in Columbia Could Include Bugs, Pathogens (5/4/20) 

An international consortium is working hard to manage a burgeoning threat to salmon 
habitats in the Columbia Basin posed by the flowering rush, a difficult-to-detect invasive 
plant that's hard to eradicate. 

 
[California] DBW begins control of aquatic invasive species (4/16/20) 

Beginning April 20, the DBW will start herbicide treatments on floating aquatic 
vegetation such as water hyacinth and alligatorweed, and submersed aquatic vegetation 
(SAV) such as Egeria densa and curlyleaf pondweed. Treatment start dates may change 
depending on weather conditions and plant growth or movement. 

 
FRESHWATER 

 
 

Controlling Invasives: Great Lakes states urge residents to help stop spread of invasive species 
(4/13/20) 

Spring in the Great Lakes region brings blooming tulips, pollinating bees, biting sunfish 
and the threat of spreading invasive species. As residents head outdoors to freshen 
backyard ponds and launch fishing boats, state and provincial resource managers are 
urging everyone to keep a few simple guidelines in mind to keep the Great Lakes safe. 

 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

 
New NW CASC Synthesis Explores the Effects of Climate Change on Invasive Species in the 
Northwest (4/16/20) 

There is growing concern that changing climate conditions will amplify the negative 
impacts of non-native invasive species and facilitate their expansion. Despite the 
potential ecological and economic impacts of invasive species expansions in the 
Northwest, there has been no comprehensive synthesis on climate change effects on 
invasive species – until now. NW CASC-funded researchers Jennifer Gervais (Oregon 
Wildlife Institute), Clint Muhlfeld (U.S. Geological Survey) and colleagues conducted an 
extensive literature analysis to determine the current state of knowledge about climate 
change effects on non-native invasive species in the Northwest. 

 
Climate change threatens drinking water quality across the Great Lakes (4/29/20) 

“Do Not Drink/Do Not Boil” is not what anyone wants to hear about their city’s tap 
water. But the combined effects of climate change and degraded water quality could 
make such warnings more frequent across the Great Lakes region. 

 

https://www.newsdata.com/nw_fishletter/plan-to-control-invasive-plant-in-columbia-could-include-bugs-pathogens/article_a1cc44ac-8e30-11ea-a836-a377370a66f1.html
https://napavalleyregister.com/outdoors/outdoors-dbw-begins-control-of-aquatic-invasive-species/article_1b202e9b-b2a8-5551-9ea6-3d6905035bc8.html
https://www.greatlakesnow.org/2020/04/states-stop-spread-aquatic-invasive-species/
https://www.greatlakesnow.org/2020/04/states-stop-spread-aquatic-invasive-species/
http://nwcasc.uw.edu/2020/04/16/new-nw-casc-synthesis-explores-the-effects-of-climate-change-on-invasive-species-in-the-northwest/
http://nwcasc.uw.edu/2020/04/16/new-nw-casc-synthesis-explores-the-effects-of-climate-change-on-invasive-species-in-the-northwest/
https://theconversation.com/climate-change-threatens-drinking-water-quality-across-the-great-lakes-131883?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=bylinefacebookbutton
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Scientists Create New Database To Track Climate Change Impacts On Freshwater Fish; 
Searchable Directory Of Journal Articles (4/23/20)  

Scientists have created a new database to help track the impacts of climate change on fish 
living in rivers, lakes and other inland waters throughout the world. The Fish and Climate 
Change Database — or FiCli (pronounced “fick-lee”) — is a searchable directory of 
peer-reviewed journal publications that describe projected or documented effects of 
climate change on inland fishes. The fish are a vital source of food and income for many 
people, and an indicator of the health of global aquatic ecosystems. A better 
understanding of how climate change is affecting these fishes could aid in their future 
survival, informing conservation efforts, says the researchers. The FiCli team published 
“Climate change’s toll on freshwater fish: A new database for science,” a detailed 
description of the database on April 21 in Scientific Data, an open-access journal. The 
project was led by Trevor Krabbenhoft, a fish biologist at the University at Buffalo, and 
Bonnie Myers, a fish biologist at the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) and PhD candidate 
at North Carolina State University 

 
Return of 'the Blob' could intensify climate change impacts on Northeast Pacific fisheries 
(4/21/20) 

In 2013, a large marine heatwave, nicknamed the 'Blob', occurred in the northeast Pacific 
Ocean. From the coast of Alaska to Baja California, the Blob had a significant impact on 
the marine life and fisheries in this region; an impact that lasted for several years. The 
new study, released in the journal Scientific Reports, combined the latest climate, ocean 
and fish modelling approaches to quantify the future impacts of marine heatwaves like 
the Blob on fish stocks along the west coast of Canada and USA. The resulting models 
showed that future 'blobs' would exacerbate climate change impacts on these important 
fish stocks, causing them to decrease in biomass and generating shifts in their 
distribution, which, in turn, would impact the fisheries sectors in this region. [William W. 
L. Cheung & Thomas L. Frölicher. Marine heatwaves exacerbate climate change impacts 
for fisheries in the northeast Pacific. Scientific Reports, 2020 DOI: 10.1038/s41598-020-
63650-z] 

 
Climate Change Could Cause Sudden Biodiversity Losses Worldwide Throughout The Century 
(4/16/20) 

The researchers predict that if global temperatures rise by 4°C by 2100, under a “high 
emissions” scenario which the researchers say is plausible, at least 15% of communities 
across the globe, and potentially many more, will undergo an abrupt exposure event 
where more than one in five of their constituent species crosses the threshold beyond 
their niche limit within the same decade. Such an event could cause irreversible damage 
to the functioning of the ecosystem. 
 

Global study shows how marine species respond as oceans warm (3/26/20) 
A global analysis of over 300 marine species spanning more than 100 years, shows that 
mammals, plankton, fish, plants and seabirds have been changing in abundance as our 
climate warms. 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/04/200422132555.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/04/200422132555.htm
https://phys.org/news/2020-04-climate-toll-freshwater-fish-database.html
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/04/200421090550.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/04/200421090550.htm
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-63650-z
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-63650-z
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-63650-z
https://www.cbbulletin.com/research-climate-change-could-cause-sudden-biodiversity-losses-worldwide-throughout-the-century/
https://www.cbbulletin.com/research-climate-change-could-cause-sudden-biodiversity-losses-worldwide-throughout-the-century/
http://www.exeter.ac.uk/news/homepage/title_783989_en.html
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At the cool edge of species ranges marine life is doing well as warming opens up habitat 
that was previously inaccessible, while at the warmer edge species are declining as 
conditions become too warm to tolerate. 
The study, conducted by researchers from the Universities of Bristol and Exeter, 
reviewed 540 published records of species abundance changes to investigate how marine 
plants and animals are responding to warming seas. 
 

OTHER 
 

 
Use the “Find an Expert” Directory to Connect and Learn  www.invasivemusselcollaborative.net 

 Are you looking for a local or topical expert knowledgeable about invasive mussel 
issues? Interested in building partnerships with other engaged stakeholders? The Invasive 
Mussel Collaborative website offers a searchable directory of experts and other 
professionals across different locations and topics. Contacts in the directory include 
employees of government agencies, non-government organizations, universities and the 
private sector. Anyone interested in connecting with others on invasive mussel 
management, research, outreach, and policy, will find this feature helpful. 
 

Wandering bison spread invasive plants in Canadian park (4/24/20) 
Sigaud, who conducted the work as part of her doctorate work at Laval University in 
Québec, and her co-authors found that by raiding agricultural land, bison are bringing 
exotic plants into native ecosystems when they return. The discovery reveals a potential 
conflict between conserving a dwindling bison population and attempting to restore 
native ecosystems in the park by removing invasive and seeding native plants. 

 
Analysis Identifies Most Worrisome Invasive Plants that May Arrive Soon (4/17/20) 

To help resource managers in the Northeast meet a climate change  challenge – more than 
100 new invasive plant species could expand into the area – University of Massachusetts 
Amherst ecologists are offering a new analysis that narrows the large list down to five 
priority species with the greatest potential impacts. 

 
ASU researcher explores harmful species on a global scale (4/13/20) 

Adam Lampert, an assistant professor with the School of Human Evolution and Social 
Change at Arizona State University, turned to mathematical modeling for answers. His 
findings, published this week in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 
[$], indicate that sometimes a “divide and conquer” approach is better, while in other 
situations it is more effective to cooperate in several locations. 

 
All-taxa invasive species website goes live   

The Montana Invasive Species Council (MISC) and Upper Columbia Conservation 
Commission (UC3) have launched a new website, https://invasivespecies.mt.gov/, which 
collects in one place the most important resources and information on invasive species 
for Montana. 
Visitors to the site can sign up to receive invasive species news and alerts and view 
identification guides for all invasive species known to exist in the state, including aquatic 

https://invasivemusselcollaborative.net/
https://wildlife.org/wandering-bison-spread-invasive-plants-in-canadian-park/
https://www.umass.edu/newsoffice/article/analysis-identifies-most-worrisome
https://asunow.asu.edu/20200413-asu-researcher-explores-harmful-species-global-scale
https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2020/04/23/1917028117
https://www.pnas.org/content/early/2020/04/23/1917028117
https://invasivespecies.mt.gov/
https://invasivespecies.mt.gov/
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species, noxious weeds, pests and diseases, and emerging threats. Also included is 
contact information for reporting invasive species, educational resources for prevention, 
and details on state management efforts for various species.   
“Until now, information about invasive species issues in Montana was disseminated 
across different websites in the state,” said Bryce Christians, MISC Chair. “Pulling these 
resources together to direct users to the information they seek was identified as an 
objective in the Montana Invasive Species Framework and this new site accomplishes 
that goal.” 

 
[Scientific Publication] Novoa et. al. 2020. Invasion syndromes: a systematic approach for 
predicting biological invasions and facilitating effective management. 
 Biological Invasions (22) 1801-1820.  
 

 
JOBS/GRANTS 

 
 

JOBS 
 
NAISMA is hiring! 
Deadline: May 14, 2020 
Salary: $30,000 - $40,000 
The North American Invasive Species Management Association (NAISMA), a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization, announces a contract opportunity for a Program Manager position to administer our 
Weed Free Forage and Gravel (WFF&G) Standards and Certification Program and Professional 
Development Program for our growing organization. NAISMA is a membership organization 
that supports invasive species managers across North America through programs, professional 
development opportunities, and advocacy.  
 
NAISMA seeks an energetic, proactive person with experience in online platforms including 
document sharing, program management, communications and online learning; and ability to 
work independently with little supervision. The successful candidate must be well organized, 
flexible, and is preferred but not required to have some related background knowledge about the 
natural resource protection work of the organization. 
 
The Program Manager will conduct outreach to new state contacts, organizations, and 
associations to grow the WFF&G Certification program; conduct outreach through webinars, in-
person presentations, and phone calls about soon-to-be-completed certified weed free mulch 
standards; deliver presentations; work with committees and partners; oversee program 
operations; manage online webinars and other trainings; assist with Annual Conference planning 
and execution; and provide reports and communications as needed. The ideal candidate will be a 
team player, an excellent communicator, proactive about solving problems; enjoy outreach work, 
have a strong comfort level with online project management, virtual presentation and webinar 
platforms, and other online tools; and will be creative about trying new approaches to meet 
challenges.  
 

https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s10530-020-02220-w?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_22_5
https://link.springer.com/content/pdf/10.1007/s10530-020-02220-w?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_22_5
https://www.naisma.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/NAISMA-Program-Manager-Job-Ad_2020.pdf
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While NAISMA’s office is in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, this position can be executed via 
telecommuting from anywhere in the U.S. if the successful candidate has demonstrated capacity 
to do so. Knowledge of Eastern U.S. invasive species management programs at the state or 
regional level or a related understanding of how invasive species regulations are structured in the 
Eastern U.S. is preferred but not required. This is a 1-year, non-salaried contractor opportunity, 
renewable depending on the hire’s performance and the organization’s fundraising efforts.  
 
For more information on responsibilities, requirements, skills and qualification, and information 
on how to apply, download the full job announcement. 
 
ACE: Invasive Species Specialist – Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge – AmeriCorps 
Eligible – New Mexico 
American Conservation Experience, a Nonprofit Conservation Corps, in partnership with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) is seeking ONE Invasive Species Specialist to assist 
the USFWS with invasive plant management duties at National Wildlife Refuges across New 
Mexico. The position will be stationed at Bosque del Apache National Wildlife Refuge in San 
Antonio, NM. This opportunity is intended for enthusiastic young professionals with a deep 
interest in advancing their career goals in natural resources and/or wildlife management on our 
public lands. Last day to apply 05/10/2020 
 

 
California State Parks Division of Boating and Waterways (DBW) will open the application 
window for the 2019/20 Quagga and Zebra Mussel Infestation Prevention Grant Program: 
2019/20 QZ GRANT APPLICATION EXTENSION The application window has been extended 
2 weeks, to: March 23, 2020 - May 15, 2020 subject to available funds. 
The Solicitation Notice, pre-registration for the On-Line Grant Application (OLGA) system, and 
other QZ Grant documents for the 19/20 Grant Cycle, are now available on the DBW website: 
http://dbw.parks.ca.gov/pages/28702/files/2019_2020%20Grant%20Solicitation%20Notice_Fina
l.pdf  

 
 

FEDERAL/STATE/PROVINCIAL  
LEGISLATION, RULES, ACTIONS 

 
 

State/Province 
 
Statement from Washington Ecology director on EPA rolling back water quality standards 
(4/17/20) 

“The EPA’s decision flies in the face of Washington state’s wishes. EPA ignored state 
and tribal objections to roll back water quality standards in Washington. It is 
disappointing that EPA continues to see states as obstacles instead of partners. 
“It is unconscionable that EPA would diminish water quality standards aimed at 
protecting human health in the middle of a public health crisis. EPA’s decision is bad for 
Washingtonians, and is especially hard on tribal nations and communities who rely on 

https://www.naisma.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/NAISMA-Program-Manager-Job-Ad_2020.pdf
https://wfscjobs.tamu.edu/jobs/ace-invasive-species-specialist-bosque-del-apache-national-wildlife-refuge-americorps-eligible-new-mexico/
https://wfscjobs.tamu.edu/jobs/ace-invasive-species-specialist-bosque-del-apache-national-wildlife-refuge-americorps-eligible-new-mexico/
http://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28822
http://dbw.parks.ca.gov/pages/28702/files/2019_2020%20Grant%20Solicitation%20Notice_Final.pdf
http://dbw.parks.ca.gov/pages/28702/files/2019_2020%20Grant%20Solicitation%20Notice_Final.pdf
https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Get-to-know-us/News/2020/Statement-on-EPA-rolling-back-water-quality-standa
https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Get-to-know-us/News/2020/Statement-on-EPA-rolling-back-water-quality-standa
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fishing for traditional diets and work. “It is also illegal. EPA’s repeal of Washington’s 
existing standards violates the federal Clean Water Act. We have challenged this illegal 
action in court.” 

Judicial 

Executive 
 
EPA gives Great Lakes extra $20 million but state funding at risk (4/14/20) 

Even as the federal government is spending trillions of dollars to boost the economy shut 
down by the COVID-19 virus, Congress has moved to increase funding for the Great 
Lakes. The U.S. EPA announced last week that an additional $20 million has been 
allocated to restore the lakes. The money is targeted at accelerating cleanup of toxic 
hotspots known as Areas of Concern and to fund research to improve ballast water 
treatment on lake freighters. 

 

Congressional 
 

An AIS federal legislative table is up on the web on the www.westernais.org 
website... go to https://www.westernais.org/regulations and scroll all the way to the bottom 
 
 
EPW Committee Leaders Release Drafts of Water Infrastructure Legislation (4/21/20) [WRDA] 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Today, U.S. Senators John Barrasso (R-WY) and Tom Carper 
(D-DE), released drafts of two pieces of water infrastructure legislation. The two bills 
include draft water resources development legislation, titled America’s Water 
Infrastructure Act of 2020 (AWIA 2020), and draft drinking water legislation, titled the 
Drinking Water Infrastructure Act of 2020. Both of these draft bills build on the 
bipartisan success of America’s Water Infrastructure Act of 2018 [S. 2800] that passed 
Congress and was signed into law by President Trump. Barrasso and Carper serve as 
chairman and ranking member of the Senate Committee on Environment and Public 
Works (EPW). In lieu of a hearing, the EPW Committee will hold an information 
gathering process on both pieces of draft legislation starting on April 22, 2020.  
 
Read the one page summary of the draft legislation here. 
Read the text of the draft AWIA 2020 here. [Note: Contains new Water Resources 
Development Act (“WRDA”)] 
Read the text of the Drinking Water Infrastructure Act here. 
Read the section-by-section of the Drinking Water Infrastructure Act here. 
Read the section-by-section of the draft AWIA 2020 here. NOTE: Below are the AIS 
sections of the bill from that section-by-section summary: 

 
Sec.1601.  Definition of invasive species.   
This section gives the term “invasive species”, the same meaning given to the term in 
section 10(a) of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 USC 666c-1(a)): “The term 

https://www.greatlakesnow.org/2020/04/epa-glri-extra-20-million-state-funding-at-risk/
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/great-lakes-restoration-initiative-receives-20-million-additional-funding-0
http://www.westernais.org/
https://www.westernais.org/regulations
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases-republican?ID=A972BA8E-0390-4246-B10A-324F3CE73C67
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases-republican?ID=A972BA8E-0390-4246-B10A-324F3CE73C67
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases-republican?ID=2F691F01-1EBF-4837-85C6-7110863885A7
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?a=files.serve&File_id=08E1ADCC-2DE5-48D4-9BF6-A7F309A06D21
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?a=files.serve&File_id=F324EF43-E2F3-40C1-AB62-6902E362263C
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?a=files.serve&File_id=D3799D90-84D5-4C99-B897-C2217D4CB4BC
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?a=files.serve&File_id=09642D94-A54E-40FA-ACF3-207380961FE1
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?a=files.serve&File_id=4C175678-78D2-4D3B-BCA6-06725E3DC363


Return to top 
 

15 

‘invasive species’ means an alien species, the introduction of which causes, or is likely to 
cause, economic or environmental harm or harm to human health.” 
 
Sec.1602.  Invasive species in impaired waters.  
This section allows EPA to provide technical assistance to support the efforts of states, 
Indian Tribes and local governments in the eradication of invasive species from U.S. 
waterways. Priority is to be given to efforts that target invasive species in a waterway 
identified by an applicable state under subparagraph (A) or (B) of section 303(d)(1) of the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act (33 U.S.C. 1313(d)(1)). The cost-share will be 100 
percent federal, and $10 million in appropriations is authorized to carry out this section, 
to remain available until expended. 
 
Sec.1603.  Aquatic invasive species research.   
This section amends section 1108 of AWIA 2018(33 U.S.C. 2263a). It requires ERDC to 
add “prevention” into its research, in addition to “management and eradication,” of 
aquatic invasive species. In addition, it specifies that the Secretary must work with the 
Corps district offices representing regions that are threatened by aquatic invasive species, 
in addition to those that are impacted. This section also adds elodea and quagga mussels 
to the list of species the Secretary shall research, as well as adding the “Arctic” region as 
a region impacted by aquatic invasive species. 
 
Sec.1604.  Invasive species mitigation and reduction. 
This section amends section 104 of the River and Harbor Act of 1958 (33 U.S.C. 610).  
 
This section expands the Secretary’s obligation to establish, operate, and maintain new or 
existing watercraft inspection stations in specified basins to include decontamination 
stations. Additionally, it directs the Secretary to place watercraft inspection stations and 
decontamination stations within the specified basins at locations with the highest 
likelihood of preventing the spread of aquatic invasive species into and out of waters of 
the United States, as determined by the Secretary in consultations with governors.  
 
This section authorizes $10 million in appropriations for fiscal years 2021 through 2024 
to support watercraft inspection stations along the United States border with Canada.  
 
This section also authorizes the Secretary to carry out a pilot program in collaboration 
with states in the Upper Missouri River Basin. The purpose would be to develop 
voluntary aquatic invasive species management plans to mitigate the effects of invasive 
species on public infrastructure facilities located on reservoirs of the Corps reservoirs. 
This section authorizes $10 million in appropriations for each fiscal year 2021 through 
2024 to carry out this pilot program. This pilot program terminates on September 30, 
2024.  
 
This section also authorizes the Secretary to enter into partnerships with states and other 
federal agencies to carry out actions to reduce, to the maximum extent possible, terrestrial 
invasive species that adversely affect water quantity or water quality in the Platte River 
Basin, the Upper Colorado River Basin, the Upper Snake River Basin, and the Upper 
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Missouri River Basin projects.  The Secretary shall give priority to projects targeting 
Russian olive or salt cedar are to be given priority by the Secretary. $50 million in 
appropriations is authorized for each fiscal year2021 through 2024 to carry out these 
partnerships.  
 
This section also directs the Secretary of Interior, acting through the Director of USFWS, 
to establish a pilot program to carry out activities to remove invasive plant species in 
riparian areas that contribute to drought conditions in the Lower Colorado River Basin, 
the Rio Grande River Basin, the Texas Gulf Coast Basin, and the Arkansas-White-Red 
Basin. The pilot shall also include activities to replace invasive plants removed from 
those basins with suitable native plants and will maintain and monitor these riparian 
areas. $10 million in appropriations is authorized for fiscal years 2021 through 2024 to 
carry out the pilot program, which terminates on September 30, 2024.  
 
Sec.1605.  Terrestrial noxious weed control pilot program.  
This section requires the Secretary to carry out a pilot program, in consultation with the 
Federal Interagency Committee for the Management of Noxious and Exotic Weeds, to 
identify and develop new and improved strategies for terrestrial noxious weed control on 
federal land under the jurisdiction of the Secretary. It permits the utilization of 
partnerships with individuals and entities and cooperative agreements with county and 
state agencies for the implementation of the pilot program. It also requires the Secretary 
to submit a report to EPW and T&I within 18 months of enactment of this Act describing 
the new and improved strategies developed through the pilot program. 
 
Sec.1606.  Invasive species assessment, prioritization, and management.  
This section amends section 528(f)(2) of WRDA 1996 (110 Stat. 3771). It authorizes the 
South Florida Ecosystem Restoration Task Force (Task Force) to develop a priority list of 
invasive species that impact the structure and function of the South Florida ecosystem 
and that have a strong potential to reduce key indicators used to measure Everglades 
restoration progress. The Task Force will use the priority list to guide technical assistance 
and scientific research, and to develop innovative technologies and approaches to 
identify, target, and eliminate particularly impactful invasive plants and animals in the 
South Florida Ecosystem. 
 
Sec.1607.  Asian carp prevention and control pilot program. 
This section requires the Secretary to create an Asian carp prevention and control pilot 
program to carry out projects to manage and prevent the spread of, reduce the population 
of, or eradicate Asian carp using innovative technologies, methods, and measures.   
 
This section mandates that the Secretary complete no more than 20 projects by 
September 30, 2024. Of the total number of projects, at least five projects must be carried 
out at Corps or Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) reservoirs located in the Cumberland 
River or Tennessee River watersheds. The federal cost-share for construction of a pilot 
project will be 80 percent, as well as 100 percent for operation and maintenance, 
rehabilitation, repair or removal of unsuccessful projects. The Secretary must submit 
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reports to Congress regarding the results of the pilot program within two years of 
enactment, and two years thereafter.   
 
This section authorizes $35 million to remain available until expended.  It further states 
that the pilot program authority terminates on September 30, 2024; however, the 
authority for the Secretary to transfer projects at reservoirs of the TVA to the TVA does 
not expire.  
 
Sec.1608.  Aquatic invasive species prevention. 
This section amends section 1039(b) of WRRDA 2014 (16 U.S.C. 4701 note; Public Law 
113-121) by expanding the program to slow the spread of Asian Carp beyond the Upper 
Mississippi and Ohio River Basins and tributaries to all six sub-basins of the Mississippi 
River. 
 
Sec.1609.  Invasive species in Alpine Lakes pilot program. 
This section requires that the Secretary of the Interior, through the Director of USFWS, 
establish a pilot program to carry out measures to prevent, reduce the number of, or 
eradicate aquatic invasive species in alpine lakes where the Secretary of the Interior is 
carrying out environmental projects. This section also authorizes $25 million in 
appropriations to carry out the program for fiscal years 2022 through 2024. 
 

Related: Senate panel seeks change in funding for locks and dams (4/30/20) 
A key Senate committee that oversees the waterways has agreed to make a 
significant change in the Inland Waterways Trust Fund (IWTF) that would free up 
more money to modernize aging lock and dam infrastructure. In the first move of 
the legislative process to produce a new Water Resources Development Act 
(WRDA) this year, the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee 
released a draft of the bill on April 21. As part of that proposal, senators agreed to 
a cost-share adjustment for inland waterways construction and major 
rehabilitation projects from the current 50-50 spilt to 65% from general federal 
revenues and 35% from the IWTF, which is financed by a diesel tax paid by the 
barge industry. 

 

Budget and Appropriations 
 
House spending bills won't be 'radically different' (4/20/20) 
 
The House is unlikely to make major changes in fiscal 2021 spending for federal agencies given 
the uncertainty of the unfolding public health crisis, the chamber's top EPA and Interior 
appropriator said. "I don't think any of the appropriation bills are going to be radically different 
either in size or content than what we put on the floor last year," Rep. Betty McCollum (D-
Minn.), chairwoman of the Interior and the Environment Appropriations Subcommittee, told 
E&E News late last week."  Just because our time together is going to be so limited, and we as 
appropriators, both Democrats and Republicans, really just have to get the job done," she said. 

https://www.workboat.com/news/coastal-inland-waterways/senate-panel-seeks-change-in-program-that-funds-inland-waterways-improvements/
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House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) said last week he aims to pass most, if not all, 12 
fiscal 2021 spending bills through the chamber by the end of June if Congress is able to come 
back into session in early May. He said spending caps reached as part of a budget deal last 
summer should make it easier and will keep agencies' funding in check. [Source: Reprinted from 
E&E Daily,  04/20/20, with permission from Environment & Energy Publishing, 
www.eenews.net; 202/628-6500] 
 

 
TRAININGS, WEBINARS, CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS 

 
 

Archived Materials 
 
NEW – NAISMA ARCHIVED RESOURCES  
To provide you, the invasive species management community, with some extra resources while 
your regular job duties may be limited, we are opening our webinar library to share our 
professional development and educational content with you. These webinars are usually 
available to members only, but we're making them free to all for the month of April. We have 
also organized a Special April Earth Month webinar series every Wednesday from 1:00 p.m. - 
2:00 p.m. Central Time during the month of April. 
 
Washington Invasive Species Council’s WISC online trainings are available on-demand at 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjYJiZuq3RP-bASv07nJc99KOzsjWkLHn  We’re in 
the process of pivoting and doing more online outreach similar to NIASMA, so stay tuned for 
additional webinars in April and May. 

Events: Webinars, Trainings, Conferences and Meetings 
 

 
Watercraft Inspection Training 

 
For more information, go to website links or contact Quagga D @ (702)236-3814 or 

quaggadee@cox.net 

 
2020 

 

Because of concerns due to the rapid spread of COVID-19 upcoming meetings 
and events listed below may be postponed, cancelled or converted to 

teleconferencing events. Please check directly with the organizers of these 
events for the most up-to-date information. Stay at home if you can and help 

flatten the curve.  

https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLjYJiZuq3RP-bASv07nJc99KOzsjWkLHn
mailto:quaggadee@cox.net
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May 
 

POSTPONED The next meeting of the ANS Task Force will be hosted by the Northeast 
Regional Panel and is tentatively scheduled for the week of May 4, 2020. 
 
 
No fish left behind: Best practices for using environmental DNA sampling to inform fish 
eradication efforts - May 6 - 11:30-12:00pm E; 10:30 - 11 am C; 9:30-10 am MT; 8:30-9 am 
Pac. 
Join us on May 6, 2020, as RMRS Affiliate Aquatic Research Biologist and Tribal Project 
Coordinator Kellie Carim outlines practices for applying eDNA based methods to stream-based 
eradication efforts. Removal of aquatic invasive species are expensive, time-consuming, and can 
have unintended impacts on native species. Tools that can accurately determine the presence and 
distribution of invasive species are needed to ensure projects are completed efficiently and 
successfully. Carim and colleagues used case studies in U.S. Forest Service Regions 1 and 6 to 
understand how eDNA methods can address these information needs and promote project 
success. 
 
National Invasive Species Awareness Week 2: May 16 – 24 
The goal of NISAW Week 2 is to connect individuals and public officials with local 
organizations who offer invasive species removal, restoration, or awareness events and 
opportunities. Ultimately, we want to create positive outcomes in habitats through education, 
legislation and local action. 
NAISMA provides tools to help your organizations:  
NISAW Toolkit: https://www.naisma.org/programs/nisaw/#toolkit 

 
Rivera Ballast Water Webinar Week 
Beginning 18 May, Rivera will be holding a series of daily webinars, each meticulously 
researched and organized in response to a present ballast water related challenge, headache or 
opportunity. The webinars are free to attend and are designed to strike the right balance between 
transmission of key information and interaction with the expert panel assembled.  

What revised G8 requirements mean for the owner/operator 
Date: Monday 18 May - Time: 09:00-09:45BST 
Navigating the BWMS system selection maze 
Date: Tuesday 19 May - Time: 09:00-09:45BST 
Overcoming bottlenecks on BWMS retrofit installation and operation 
Date: Wednesday 20 May - Time: 09:00-09:45BST 
Alternatives to ship-board ballast water treatment systems 
Date: Thursday 21 May - Time: 09:00-9:45BST 
The prospects for reviving VIDA and alternative testing procedures 
Date: Friday 22 May - Time: 16:00-16:45BST 

 
Risk Assessment and Management of Non-native Aquatic Species Workshop  

https://usfs.adobeconnect.com/dvvms-500/
https://usfs.adobeconnect.com/dvvms-500/
https://usfs.adobeconnect.com/dvvms-500/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/nisaw/#toolkit
https://www.naisma.org/programs/nisaw/#toolkit
https://www.rivieramm.com/events/ballast-water-webinar-week
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May 19-22, 2020, Gainesville, FL 
 
Risks associated with the trade and movement of non-native aquatic species into and 
within the United States are assessed and managed using a variety of tools and methods 
employed by federal, state, tribal and industry groups. This workshop intends to bring 
together scientists, managers, and industry stakeholders from around the nation to present 
and discuss science-based risk screening and assessment, as well as regulatory and non-
regulatory risk management methods. Invited speakers will present prominent themes and 
methods, and selected contributed papers will cover the depth and breadth of risk 
assessment and management. The workshop will be held at the picturesque Roland T. 
Stern Learning Center, in the Austin Cary Forest http://sfrc.ufl.edu/forestcampus/ 
and the proceedings published. 
 

 
[Webinar] NAISMA: May 20 – Kurt Dreisilker, Morton Arboretum: How the Morton Arboretum 
approaches invasive species prevention and EDRR 

 
June 

 
Due to the risks of coronavirus spread and to further implement Oregon’s Stay Home, Save 
Lives order, the Oregon Invasive Species Council (OISC) will be postponing the regional 
stakeholder meeting in Central Oregon to a later date and we will instead hold a virtual business 
meeting on June 2, 2020 from 12:30-4:30 pm. A meeting agenda and remote participation details 
will be posted to the OISC Meetings page as it becomes available. 

 
This is a save-the-date notice for a June 9, 2020 Aquatic Invasive Species identification training 
at the Bend Parks & Rec office in Bend, Oregon from 8:00 am – 12:00pm. The schedule is still 
being developed, but we plan to have Rick Boatner, Invasive Species Coordinator for Oregon 
Department of Fish & Wildlife (ODFW), as our primary presenter. The Xerces Society will also 
give a presentation on native vs. non-native mollusks. The purpose of the training is to teach 
interested parties about current and potential aquatic invasive species in Central Oregon—how to 
identify them and what their ecologic and economic effects are. Our hope is to encourage and 
facilitate early detection.  This is part of a collaborative effort of the Deschutes County Noxious 
Weed Advisory Board, ODFW, Forest Service, Bend Parks and Recreation, and others to try to 
protect our Central Oregon aquatic ecosystems. More info will be sent out once the schedule is 
finalized. To register, email elizabeth.johnson@usda.gov.  

 
[Webinar] NAISMA: June 17 – Forest Eidbo, Minnesota DNR: Making educational signage that 
people actually read, according to the experts 

 
Virtual Meeting: The next meeting of the 100th Meridian Initiative Columbia River Basin Team 
will be a virtual meeting because of COVID-19. We anticipate starting at 9 am PDT on Tuesday, 
June 23rd.  Part of the morning session will be dedicated to the CRB Dreissenid Monitoring 
Forum. We will continue the meeting on June 24 (if necessary), ending no later than early 
afternoon. 

 

http://sfrc.ufl.edu/forestcampus/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.oregoninvasivespeciescouncil.org/
https://www.oregoninvasivespeciescouncil.org/meetings
mailto:elizabeth.johnson@usda.gov
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.westernais.org/regional


Return to top 
 

21 

 
July 

 
[Webinar] NAISMA: July 15 – Gary Lovett, Cary Institute of Ecosystem Science: Invasive 
forest pests in the U.S.:  Impacts and policy solutions 

 
2020 60th Aquatic Plant Management Society (APMS) Meeting Date: Jul 19, 2020 to Jul 22, 
2020. Venue: Hyatt Regency San Antonio Riverwalk. Location: San Antonio, Texas 
 

August 
 
2020 105th Ecological Society of America Annual Meeting 
Date: Aug 02, 2020 to Aug 07, 2020. Venue: Salt Palace Convention Center. Location: Salt Lake 
City, Utah. https://www.esa.org/saltlake/  [you may need to paste this url into your browser] 
 
Action Invasive Species Research Conference 2020 - Turning Science into Action, taking place 
in Kelowna, BC, August 18 - 20, 2020.  Unfortunately, we are postponing until 2021, but are 
looking to hold a small virtual event focused on research. Stay Tuned.  
 
 
[Webinar] NAISMA: August 19 TBA 
 

September 
 

[Webinar] NAISMA: September 16 – Ken Donnelly, Beyond Attitude Consulting: Leaps and 
Bounds – How to jump over the barriers to preventing the spread of invasive species 

 
October 

POSTPONED NAISMA Conference: Transboundary Cooperation October 6-8, The only 
invasive species management conference to… Bridge geographic divides between West and 
East, North and South, land and water, Connect science to action through research, policy, and 
outreach initiatives and opportunities across North America. The Lodge at Whitefish Lake, MT 

World Fisheries Congress 11-15 October, 2020 Adelaide, Australia 

Upper Midwest Invasive Species Conference 2020 
Due to COVID-19 concerns we, the Executive Committee of the 2020 Upper Midwest Invasive 
Species Conference, have decided not hold UMISC as a public event this October in Duluth. 
Instead, we intend to host it online. While this was a very difficult decision, we feel it is the 
responsible thing to do to protect public health, continue the momentum to promote effective 
invasive species management and allow sufficient time for recalibration for our program 
planning committees and host organizations. 

2020 15th Annual Biocontrol Industry Meeting: Date: Oct 19, 2020 to Oct 21, 2020. 
Venue: Congress Center Basel. Location: Basel, Switzerland 

https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
http://www.apms.org/annual-meeting/2020-annual-meeting/
https://www.esa.org/saltlake/
https://events.bcinvasives.ca/about-invasivespeciesresearchconference
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/conferences/
https://wfc2020.com.au/
https://www.umisc.net/
https://www.abim.ch/home.html
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Announcing UMISC 2020 Pathways to Success: Partnerships and Purpose 
Oct. 12 - 14, Duluth, MN 
 
[Webinar] NAISMA: October 21 TBA 

 
November 

 
[Webinar] NAISMA: November 25 TBA 
 

2021 
 

May 
 

International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions XI Annapolis, Maryland, USA, May 10-14, 
2021 
The Society for the Study of Marine Bioinvasions (SSMB) is excited to invite you to attend the 
XIth International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions in Annapolis, Maryland, USA. The 
meeting dates will be May 10-14th, 2021 (including associated activities), and the conference 
will be hosted by the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center’s Marine Invasions Lab. We 
are actively working with the SSMB Scientific Steering Committee to create a stimulating and 
productive program. Information on meeting themes, guest speakers, special events, student 
travel funds, and local attractions will be posted on our website over the coming months: 
http://www.marinebioinvasions.info 
 
 

________________ 
 
TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org. 
AIS NEWS was compiled by Robyn Draheim and Stephen Phillips. Past issues of AIS NEWS can 
be found @ http://www.westernais.org/   under the “News” tab. 

https://www.umisc.net/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.marinebioinvasions.info/
http://www.marinebioinvasions.info/
mailto:sphillips@psmfc.org
http://www.westernais.org/
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