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PUBLIC COMMENT 

 
Colleagues, 
  
The Utah Division of Wildlife Resources is currently evaluating future stocking of redear sunfish 
into private ponds around the state. Obviously escapement is a major concern for us, as we have 
many threatened and endangered mollusk species in Utah. We would also be worried about 
possible movement of quagga mussels out of Lake Powell to feed any stocked redear in an 
attempt to create a trophy redear fishery, as is being observed in Lake Havasu. 
  
Through these discussions, we have also begun wondering whether stocking redear or other 
sunfish species in marina areas at some of our highest priority waters could be an effective 
strategy to essentially preempt any future mussel introduction. 
  
If any of you have particular expertise in this area or have been involved in similar discussions, I 
would appreciate your thoughts on this strategy and whether this would be worth further 
consideration. 
  
Thanks! 
  
Nathan Owens, Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator 
Utah Division of Wildlife Resources 
385-239-0861 
nathanowens@utah.gov 
 

mailto:nathanowens@utah.gov
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NEW SPECIES SIGHTINGS 
 

 
DRESISSENIDS 
 
 
OTHER AIS 
 
[California] Apalone spinifera (Texas Spiny Softshell) was found in Fresno, CA at the  Coke 
Hallowell Center for River Studies [USGS NAS Record Here] 
 

[California] Cipangopaludina chinensis (Chinese mysterysnail) was found in a new County, 
Drainage [USGS NAS Record Here] 

 
 
WATCH LIST 
 
Be on the lookout for Bacopa rotundifolia along the Columbia River.  Contact: Mark D. Sytsma 
(503) 307-6131 mark.sytsma@pdx.edu 
 
Have parrot feather? Professor Rodrigo Diaz (LSU) is looking for reports of parrot feather 
damage potentially caused by Phytobius vestitus. Damage observed in Louisiana in May 2019 
included: wilted top, dry tips of plant, and wilted brown stems. Please contact 
rdiaz@agcenter.lsu.edu for more information and to report damage sightings.  
 

 
DREISSENID MUSSELS

 
 
[Montana] Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Groups Work To Build Partnerships (5/14/19) 

A coalition of state, federal, tribal and private organizations dedicated to protecting the 
Columbia River Watershed from aquatic invasive species (AIS) met in Polson 
Wednesday. They said building connections between local groups and water managers 
will be crucial to prevent the spread of zebra and quagga mussels in Montana. 

 
[Manitoba] Zebra mussel evidence found in Shoal Lake (4/29/19)  

The province isn’t sounding alarm bells yet after a larval-stage zebra mussel was found in 
one of six water samples taken from Winnipeg’s drinking water source. A veliger, which 
is the microscopic larval-stage of a zebra mussel according to Manitoba Sustainable 
Development, was found in an August 2018 test from Shoal Lake near the Clytie Bay 
public boat launch on the northeast side of Shoal Lake, which straddles the 
Manitoba/Ontario border. 
 

[Manitoba] Disentangling the abundance–impact relationship for invasive species (4/30/19) 

https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/SpResults.aspx?SpeciesID=1275
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1545053
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/SpeciesList.aspx?SpeciesID=1044
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1545240
https://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=baro
mailto:307-6131mark.sytsma@pdx.edu
mailto:rdiaz@agcenter.lsu.edu
https://www.mtpr.org/post/aquatic-invasive-species-prevention-groups-work-build-partnerships
https://www.mtpr.org/post/aquatic-invasive-species-prevention-groups-work-build-partnerships
https://winnipegsun.com/news/news-news/zebra-mussel-evidence-found-in-shoal-lake
https://globalnews.ca/news/5220880/winnipegs-zebra-mussel-problem-can-be-tackled-but-comes-with-big-price-tag-u-s-researcher/
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If Shoal Lake ends up overrun with zebra mussels, it could cost a lot to fix it. Manitoba 
Sustainable Development and the Ontario Ministry of Natural resources and Forestry 
announced Monday that a zebra mussel larva had been found in the source of Winnipeg’s 
drinking water. The state of Michigan has had similar problems with the pests, and while 
they found ways around it, it cost billions of dollars, a research scientist told 680 CJOB. 
Gary Fahnenstiel, a senior research scientist at Michigan Tech Research Institute, said 
there were major issues with zebra mussels in his state, notably a water emergency in 
Monroe, Mich. 
 

[Manitoba] Aquatic Invasive Species Fines in Place This Year (4/28/19) 
This year the province has introduced fines concerning aquatic species. Parks explains if 
you get caught with an invasive species, you'll be fined anywhere between $175.00 to 
over $2000. "We all have a stake in protecting our water bodies," says Parks. "This is 
another tool to change people's behaviours, so they're stopping the spread of invasive 
species." 

 
[Colorado] Zebra mussels threaten Lake Nighthorse (5/4/19) 

The following is from the homeowners’ newsletter for a private lake in Colorado: 
“Nothing can come into the lake and be put on or in the water without first being 
inspected by our staff and being washed down. Remember that boats, floats, tubes, 
waders, anything that goes in the lake with any standing water, dirt, plant material, or that 
have come from lakes known to be positive for aquatic invasive species will not be 
allowed entry to the lake. A quarantine program is in place for these craft. Please bring 
boats that are clean, drained, and dry to the wash-down station for the quickest entry.” 
 

Aquatic invasive species pose risk to Saskatchewan waterbodies (5/7/19) 
The Saskatchewan government want people to know the dangers aquatic invasive species 
(AIS) pose to the province’s waterbodies. The province has proclaimed May 5-11 as 
aquatic invasive species awareness week to raise awareness of the risks of AIS such as 
flowering rush, fish species like Prussian and Asian carp, as well as zebra and quagga 
mussels. 
Related: Progress made, but mussels could ‘change the Okanagan forever’ (5/13/19) 

 
[Scientific Publication] Amy Lee Hetherington, Lars G. Rudstam, Rebecca L. Schneider, Kristen 
T. Holeck, Christopher W. Hotaling, John E. Cooper & James R. Jackson. 2019. Invader 
invaded: population dynamics of zebra mussels (Dreissena polymorpha) and quagga mussels 
(Dreissena rostriformis bugensis) in polymictic Oneida Lake, NY, USA (1992–2013). Biological 
Invasions. Volume 21, Issue 5, pp 1529–1544 
 
[Scientific Publication] Hongyan Zhang, Edward S. Rutherford, Doran M. Mason, Marion E. 
Wittmann, David M. Lodge, Xinhua Zhu, Timothy B. Johnson & Andrew Tucker. 2019. 
Modeling potential impacts of three benthic invasive species on the Lake Erie food web. 
Biological Invasions. Volume 21, Issue 5, pp 1697–1719. 
 
 
 

https://portageonline.com/local/aquatic-invasive-species-fines-in-place-this-year
https://durangoherald.com/articles/275445
https://durangoherald.com/articles/275445
https://globalnews.ca/news/5249744/aquatic-invasive-species-saskatchewan-2/
https://globalnews.ca/news/5249744/aquatic-invasive-species-saskatchewan-2/
https://www.osoyoostimes.com/progress-made-but-mussels-could-change-the-okanagan-forever/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-01914-0?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_21_5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-01914-0?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_21_5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-01914-0?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_21_5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-01929-7?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_21_5
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BOAT INSPECTION/DECON/TECH NEWS 
 

 
 [Utah] Boaters must stop at inspection stations to help prevent the spread of mussels (5/16/19) 

In order to prevent the spread of these invasive species throughout Utah, several of the 
annual mandatory inspection stations have opened for the busy summer season. 

 
[Pennsylvania] State parks kick off initiative to stop spread of invasive species (5/15/19)                   

Harrisburg, PA -- Today, Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Secretary 
Cindy Adams Dunn announced that the department is launching an effort at nine state 
parks this summer to help prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species, and get boaters 
involved in invasive species detection. 

[Washington] Mussel-sniffing Dog “Puddles” Joins Fight Against Invasive Species 
OLYMPIA–The newest member of the team that protects Washington’s waterways from 
invasive species has quite the ruff routine: Sniff, sit, play! Starting this spring, Puddles, a 
2-year-old Jack Russel terrier mix, will use her keen sense of smell to help detect quagga 
and zebra mussel larvae on boats traveling through mandatory watercraft-inspection 
stations run by the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW). 

 
Idaho inspectors intercept 14 boats with invasive mussels (5/14/19) 

Idaho inspectors have already intercepted 14 boats carrying invasive mussels into the 
state nearly a month into inspection season, officials said. Officials have checked more 
than 7,000 watercraft at inspection stations across the state so far this year, the Coeur 
d'Alene Press reported Tuesday. Nearly 110,500 vessels were checked last year, with 
inspectors finding 50 boats carrying mussels. Most of the mussel detections occurred at 
the Interstate 90 inspection station east of Coeur d'Alene. 
Related: Flexing muscles over mussels (5/14/19) 

 
What you need to know before you fish in Yellowstone park’s waters this summer (4/29/19) 

New this year, there will be a temporary ban of watercraft equipped with sealed internal 
ballast tanks on all park waters. These tanks can be filled with water to produce specific 
wakes for waterskiing and wakeboarding (neither activity is allowed in the park). “Boats 
with sealed internal water ballast tanks are extremely difficult to clean and drain, even 
with our rigorous inspection and decontamination efforts,” said Sue Mills, AIS 
Coordinator at Yellowstone. “While fewer than two dozen of these boats entered the park 
last year, we believe the ban is prudent because they pose a high risk of AIS transmission 
into park waters.”   
Related: Montana mussel discovery has Wyoming on high alert (5/14/19) 
 

Even paddleboards can transmit invasive mussels (5/14/19) 
May long weekend is upon us. For many in the Shuswap, that means our attention turns 
to the lakes and rivers, and a plethora of water-based activities including boating, fishing, 
canoeing, and stand-up paddleboarding. For two Columbia Shuswap-based organizations, 
it means it’s time to turn up the heat on invasive species prevention efforts. 

 

https://wildlife.utah.gov/news/utah-wildlife-news/640-boaters-must-stop-at-inspection-stations-to-help-prevent-the-spread-of-mussels.html
https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/DCNR_details.aspx?newsid=570&utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New%29
https://rco.wa.gov/doc_pages/press/2019/197.shtml
https://www.wral.com/idaho-inspectors-intercept-14-boats-with-invasive-mussels/18386608/
https://www.wral.com/idaho-inspectors-intercept-14-boats-with-invasive-mussels/18386608/
https://www.bonnercountydailybee.com/local_news/20190514/flexing_muscles_over_mussels
https://www.eastidahonews.com/2019/04/what-you-need-to-know-before-you-fish-in-yellowstone-parks-waters-this-summer/
https://www.eastidahonews.com/2019/04/what-you-need-to-know-before-you-fish-in-yellowstone-parks-waters-this-summer/
https://www.gillettenewsrecord.com/news/wyoming/article_3360c541-716e-59e2-824c-ec4f2058791a.html
https://www.gillettenewsrecord.com/news/wyoming/article_3360c541-716e-59e2-824c-ec4f2058791a.html
https://revelstokemountaineer.com/may-long-prep-even-paddleboards-can-transmit-invasive-mussels/
https://revelstokemountaineer.com/may-long-prep-even-paddleboards-can-transmit-invasive-mussels/
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Plan ahead to decontaminate boats encrusted with mussels at Lake Powell (5/10/19) 
Boat owners who have stored their boats at Lake Powell should expect to find a layer of 
quagga mussels on their watercraft. Mussels are reproducing throughout the entirety of 
the lake and with a lower water levels, more boats will have mussels attached to their 
vessels than in past years. Currently, the only Utah waterbody with quagga mussels is 
Lake Powell, and the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources and Utah State Parks would 
like to keep it that way. 
 

Watercraft inspection stations to open in southwest Montana (5/9/19) 
Several watercraft inspection stations in southwest Montana will soon become operative 
for the 2019 boating season. These stations help boaters meet state laws in preventing the 
spread of aquatic invasive species. 
Related: Aquatic invasive species inspections resume at Canyon Ferry Lake, Tiber 
Reservoir (5/12/19) 
 

Mussel detection program launching at Lake Meredith (5/9/19) 
The National Park Service at Lake Meredith National Recreation Area is taking steps to 
further protect the environment at the lake. A team of mussel detection dogs is being 
deployed to the Sanford Yake boat launch. The dogs will sniff for mussel fouled boats. 
 

[Idaho] When government intervention is a good thing (5/10/19) 
We have just survived a quarrelsome state legislative session where ideology rather than 
common sense frequently prevailed. However, when it comes to fighting Quagga 
Mussels, I applaud the bipartisan measures put in place to keep Idaho safe from this 
menace. Outdoor recreation and agriculture are multibillion dollar industries providing 
thousands of Idaho jobs. We can cooperate to protect our economy by keeping the 
Quagga Mussel out of Idaho. 
 

Lake Tahoe boaters to see fee increases (5/4/19) 
The cost of putting a boat on Lake Tahoe will increase this season for the first time in 
seven years as part of the Shoreline Plan approved last fall by the Tahoe Regional 
Planning Agency. The increase in boat sticker fees at inspection sites includes an 
additional $12 as part of the Shoreline Plan, which supports boating, paddling, swimming 
and other water-based recreation, while ensuring effective natural resource management. 

 
 

BALLAST WATER/BIOFOULING 
 

 
[Alaska] Citizen Scientists Monitoring for Invasive Fouling Organisms (5/1/19) 

Alaska is known for its relatively untouched aquatic ecosystem. In fact, thus far the state 
has experienced fewer invasive marine species than any other state, but thanks to a tiny, 
tenacious invertebrate, Bugula neritina, that may soon change. Scientists from the 
Smithsonian Environmental Research Center (SERC) and Temple University are now 
teaming up with citizen scientists to track this and three additional invasive species in the 
Ketchikan region; considered the gateway to the north’s more pristine waters. 

https://wildlife.utah.gov/news/utah-wildlife-news/630-plan-ahead-to-decontaminate-boats-encrusted-with-mussels-at-lake-powell.html
https://wildlife.utah.gov/news/utah-wildlife-news/630-plan-ahead-to-decontaminate-boats-encrusted-with-mussels-at-lake-powell.html
http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/ais/nr_0071.html
http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/ais/nr_0071.html
https://ktvh.com/news/2019/05/12/aquatic-invasive-species-inspections-resume-at-canyon-ferry-lake-tiber-reservoir/
https://ktvh.com/news/2019/05/12/aquatic-invasive-species-inspections-resume-at-canyon-ferry-lake-tiber-reservoir/
https://abc7amarillo.com/news/local/mussel-detection-program-launching-at-lake-meredith
https://abc7amarillo.com/news/local/mussel-detection-program-launching-at-lake-meredith
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/opinion/columns/when-government-intervention-is-a-good-thing/article_353df7a7-ec5b-5a92-afc2-aae57d35b47b.html
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/opinion/columns/when-government-intervention-is-a-good-thing/article_353df7a7-ec5b-5a92-afc2-aae57d35b47b.html
https://www.tahoedailytribune.com/news/tahoe-boaters-to-see-fee-increases/
https://www.tahoedailytribune.com/news/tahoe-boaters-to-see-fee-increases/
https://www.fondriest.com/news/citizen-scientists-monitoring-for-invasive-fouling-organisms.htm
https://www.fondriest.com/news/citizen-scientists-monitoring-for-invasive-fouling-organisms.htm
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MEPC 74 considers ballast water treatment proposals (5/16/19) 

This is a busy week for the Ballast Water Review Group at IMO’s Marine Environment 
Protection Committee (MEPC 74). And possibly a frustrating one: ballast water topics 
were originally listed for discussion on Monday but my report of that day gives an idea of 
how time was swallowed up. Tuesday (14 May) began with the chairman saying that we 
were already a day behind schedule and it was gone lunchtime before we finally turned to 
ballast water, with 36 documents listed for discussion, not to mention outputs from the 
previous two meetings of MEPC’s Sub-Committee on Pollution Prevention and Response 
(PPR 6 and PPR 5). 

 
Council transfers Montreal pier lease to UWS to resume ballast water treatment research 
(5/11/19) 

Superior's City Council transferred a lease for the Montreal Pier to the University of 
Wisconsin-Superior so the university can resume testing ballast water treatment systems 
for on-ship applications. The move shifts responsibility for the lease and research facility 
from Northeast-Midwest Institute of Washington, D.C., which had partnered with the 
university to operate a freshwater ballast testing facility as part of Great Ships Initiative. 

 
Cargo ships create deep water distress (4/30/19) 

Nature has a beautiful mechanism of maintaining balance through food chains, resulting 
in a stable ecosystem. A foreign organism, which does not have a well-defined position in 
the food chain, disrupts the existing ecosystem. Marine life is facing such a crisis due to 
invasion of non-native organisms through ballast water. Large tanks in a ship are filled 
and emptied with sea water when a ship is loaded or unloaded to maintain its structural 
integrity, balance, and stability. The water in tanks then transports thousands of 
specimens of local marine organisms. While majority don’t survive the extensive 
journey, those left alive are introduced to new environments. 
 

Marine Safety Center issues ballast water management system type approval certificate to 
Wärtsilä Water Systems, Ltd. (5/2/19) 

The Coast Guard Marine Safety Center has issued the 18th U.S. Coast Guard Ballast 
Water Management System Type Approval Certificate to Wärtsilä Water Systems, Ltd. 
After a detailed review of the manufacturer’s type approval application, the Marine 
Safety Center determined the system met the requirements of 46 CFR 162.060. The 
treatment principle of the Wärtsilä Aquarius UV BWMS consists of filtration with UV 
treatment at uptake and discharge. This approval covers models with maximum treatment 
rated capacities between 50 m3/h and 1,000 m3/h. 
 

Marine Safety Center issues Ballast Water Management System Type Approval Certificate to 
Alfa Laval Tumba AB (5/15/19) 

The Marine Safety Center issued the 19th U.S. Coast Guard Ballast Water Management 
System Type Approval Certificate to Alfa Laval Tumba AB, after a detailed review of 
the manufacturer’s type approval application determined the system met the requirements 
of 46 CFR 162.060. The treatment principle of the PureBallast 3.2 BWMS consists of 

https://shipinsight.com/articles/mepc-74-considers-ballast-water-treatment-proposals
https://shipinsight.com/articles/mepc-74-considers-ballast-water-treatment-proposals
https://www.superiortelegram.com/news/education/4611267-council-transfers-montreal-pier-lease-uws-resume-ballast-water-treatment
https://www.superiortelegram.com/news/education/4611267-council-transfers-montreal-pier-lease-uws-resume-ballast-water-treatment
https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/cargo-ships-create-deep-water-distress/
https://mariners.coastguard.dodlive.mil/2019/05/02/7975/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://mariners.coastguard.dodlive.mil/2019/05/02/7975/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://mariners.coastguard.dodlive.mil/2019/05/15/5-15-2019-marine-safety-center-issues-ballast-water-management-system-type-approval-certificate-to-alfa-laval-tumba-ab/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+
https://mariners.coastguard.dodlive.mil/2019/05/15/5-15-2019-marine-safety-center-issues-ballast-water-management-system-type-approval-certificate-to-alfa-laval-tumba-ab/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+
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filtration with UV treatment during uptake and discharge. This approval covers models 
with maximum treatment rated capacities between 85 m3/h and 3,000 m3/h. 

 
MARINE  

 
 
 
Green Crab Trapping Resumes in the Salish Sea (5/13/19) 

The return of spring means trapping season for green crab is now under way. In April, 
WSG Crab Team resumed early detection trapping across the monitoring network along 
Washington’s inland shorelines. We’re pleased to share that Crab Team has received 
funding to continue this work for the next biennium (July 2019 – June 2021) in the 
Washington State budget. To date, the program was funded primarily through the Puget 
Sound Marine and Nearshore Grant Program (US Environmental Protection Agency 
funding through WDFW), which will not be available to us in the future. Pursuing a more 
stable funding base has been top of mind for the past year, and doing so will enable us to 
focus more time and energy on green crab themselves. We are extremely grateful to those 
who supported efforts to secure this funding, particularly the Jamestown S’Klallam Tribe, 
Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe, Makah Tribe, and Puget Sound Partnership. 

 
Related: [British Columbia] ‘Raving mad crabs’ spotted at Esquimalt Lagoon (5/10/19) 

 
 

AQUACULTURE 
 

 
AquaBounty CEO Wulf: ‘Let’s applaud the Frankenfish (5/16/19) 

Instead of running scared from the “Frankenfish” moniker that’s been slapped on 
AquaBounty Technology’s genetically engineered salmon by those fighting to keep it 
from entering the US market, Sylvia Wulf, the company’s CEO, suggested this week that 
it might be time to instead embrace the title. 

 
Rebutting Marine Aquaculture Myths and Unfounded Criticisms (5/13/19) 

The National Aquaculture Association (NAA), in cooperation with and assistance of the 
California Aquaculture Association (CAA), has prepared a rebuttal document in 
preparation for public response to the soon to be released Programatic Environmental 
Impact Report (PEIR), focused on marine aquaculture. The rebuttal is in response to 
commercial fisherman criticisms of marine aquaculture and its impacts. 

 
 
It's Time For Aquaculture To Start Kicking Its Drug Habit (5/6/19) 

By now, we all know about the overuse of antibiotics in animal agriculture and the toll 
it’s taken on human drugs’ effectiveness. Antibiotic-resistant diseases could cause 10 
million deaths each year by 2050, according to an April 2019 new report from the United 
Nations Ad hoc Interagency Coordinating Group on Antimicrobial Resistance. Luckily, 

https://wsg.washington.edu/green-crab-trapping-resumes-in-the-salish-sea/
http://www.tinyurl.com/wagreencrab
https://www.peninsulanewsreview.com/news/raving-mad-crabs-spotted-at-esquimalt-lagoon/
https://www.peninsulanewsreview.com/news/raving-mad-crabs-spotted-at-esquimalt-lagoon/
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2019/05/16/aquabounty-ceo-wulf-lets-applaud-the-frankenfish/?utm_source=Undercurrent+News+Alerts&utm_campaign=48e8a2b41b-Americas_briefing_May_16_2019&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_feb55e2e23-48e8a2b41b-92420649
http://caaquaculture.org/2019/05/13/rebutting-marine-aquaculture-myths-and-unfounded-criticisms/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/maisieganzler/2019/05/06/its-time-for-aquaculture-to-start-kicking-its-drug-habit/#78b7c64451e4
https://www.forbes.com/sites/maisieganzler/2019/05/06/its-time-for-aquaculture-to-start-kicking-its-drug-habit/#78b7c64451e4


` 

Return to top 
 

8 

awareness — and pressure — from U.S. consumer and public health officials has led to a 
43 percent reduction in these drugs’ use in America’s food production from 2015 to 
2017, according to the most recent report from the FDA. 

 
[Washington] Cooke Aquaculture will pay full $332,000 penalty for fish pen collapse in Puget 
Sound (4/29/19) 

Cooke Aquaculture will pay the full $332,000 penalty to the Washington Department of 
Ecology for the collapse of its floating pen near Cypress Island that released 250,000 
non-native fish into Puget Sound. Initially, Cooke Aquaculture appealed the penalty to 
the Pollution Control Hearings Board, but in a legal settlement with Ecology, agreed to 
pay the full penalty. 
 

Kuterra CEO: British Columbia ready-made for RAS (4/29/19) 
Land-based salmon farmers hoping to secure their place in North America's promising 
west coast market ought to stop looking to build new recirculating aquaculture system 
(RAS) facilities in California and instead take a glance up to Canada, suggests Garry 
Ullstrom the CEO of Port McNeill, British Columbia-based Kuterra. The infrastructure 
needed to support RAS is already there, thanks to the massive net-pen aquaculture 
industry, but the public is more receptive, he told Undercurrent News. 
Related: RAStech 2019: Perciformes eyes British Columbia for commercial sablefish 
RAS facility (5/13/19) 
 

 
FISH 

 
 
Study Shows Snake River Smallmouth Bass Between Brownlee/Swan Falls Healthy, 
Interconnected Population (5/13/19) 

A recent Idaho study has offered a better understanding of the behavior of smallmouth 
bass in the Snake River and its tributaries. 

 
Canada closer to allowing Asian carp as lobster bait, depending on test outcomes (4/29/19) 

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency says it is prepared to accept invasive Asian carp 
from the United States as bait for the lobster industry, provided U.S. authorities can meet 
a number of conditions including proof the carcasses pose no disease threat. "If the U.S. 
can meet these requirements, Canada is willing to accept the import of dead, eviscerated 
silver carp for use as bait," CFIA spokesperson Brian Naud said in a statement. There is 
interest in both countries in using Asian carp to supply their respective lobster fisheries 
which are experiencing a bait shortage as traditional sources decline: herring in the 
United States and mackerel in Canada. 
 

Corps Puts Off Decision On Twin Cities Locks (5/5/19) 
The St. Paul Engineer District is delaying plans to dispose of three Mississippi River 
locks and dams near the Twin Cities. For a year, the Corps had been considering the fate 
of the three locks and dams in a single disposition study. But the Water Resources 
Development Act (WRDA) bill that was signed into law in October 2018 directed the 

https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Get-to-know-us/News/2019/April-29-Cooke-Aquaculture-will-pay-full-penalty
https://ecology.wa.gov/About-us/Get-to-know-us/News/2019/April-29-Cooke-Aquaculture-will-pay-full-penalty
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2019/04/29/kuterra-ceo-british-columbia-ready-made-for-ras/
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2019/04/29/kuterra-ceo-british-columbia-ready-made-for-ras/
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2019/05/13/rastech-2019-land-based-farming-sector-descends-on-us-capital/
https://www.undercurrentnews.com/2019/05/13/rastech-2019-land-based-farming-sector-descends-on-us-capital/
https://www.cbbulletin.com/study-shows-snake-river-smallmouth-bass-between-brownlee-swan-falls-healthy-interconnected-population/
https://www.cbbulletin.com/study-shows-snake-river-smallmouth-bass-between-brownlee-swan-falls-healthy-interconnected-population/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/asian-carp-bait-canada-lobster-1.5113202
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/asian-carp-bait-canada-lobster-1.5113202
https://www.waterwaysjournal.net/2019/05/05/corps-puts-off-decision-on-twin-cities-locks/
https://www.waterwaysjournal.net/2019/05/05/corps-puts-off-decision-on-twin-cities-locks/
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Corps to break the disposition study into two studies: one considering Upper St. Anthony 
Falls Lock and Dam and the other looking at Lower St. Anthony Falls Lock and Dam and 
Lock and Dam 1. Upper St. Anthony Falls Lock and Dam has been closed to commercial 
traffic since 2015 in response to concerns about the spread of Asian carp. The move was 
strongly supported by Minnesota’s congressional delegation, and the enabling law was 
included in the 2014 Water Resources and Reform Development Act. 
 

Tribal, State and Local Governments Join Forces at Lake Roosevelt to Combat Northern Pike, 
Save Salmon (5/6/19) 

Tribal, state and local governments will join forces at Lake Roosevelt this week to 
combat the spread of northern pike, recently recorded just two dams away from critical 
Columbia River salmon habitat. The lake’s co-managers at the Confederated Tribes of 
the Colville Reservation, Spokane Tribe of Indians and Washington Department of Fish 
and Wildlife will work alongside the Kalispel Tribe of Indians and public utility districts 
in Chelan and Grant Counties May 6-10 to catch northern pike in the largest coordinated 
suppression event of its kind. 
Related: It's 'All Hands On Deck' To Protect Columbia River Salmon From Invasive 
Northern Pike (5/7/19) 

 
 

[Scientific Publication] R. K. Kopf, M. Boutier, C. M. Finlayson, K. Hodges, P. Humphries, A. 
King, R. T. Kingsford, J. Marshall, H. M. McGinness, R. Thresher & A. Vanderplasschen. 2019. 
Biocontrol in Australia: Can a carp herpesvirus (CyHV-3) deliver safe and effective ecological 
restoration? Biological Invasions. Volume 21, Issue 6, pp 1857–1870 
 
[Scientific Publication] Lily J. Haines & Isabelle M. Côté. 2019. Homing decisions reveal lack of 
risk perception by Caribbean damselfish of invasive lionfish. Biological Invasions. Volume 21, 
Issue 5, pp 1657–1668 
 
[Scientific Publication] Rebecca A. Paton, Jenilee Gobin, Anna C. Rooke & Michael G. Fox. 
2019. Population density contributes to the higher functional response of an invasive fish. 
Biological Invasions. Volume 21, Issue 5, pp 1737–1749 

 
 

AQUATIC PLANTS 
 

 
Oh, No, Not Knotweed! (5/8/19) 

Along streams and rivers, knotweed grows into a wall that hides the water. Along roads, 
its arching canes can make it hard to see around bends. In Bronx River Forest, knotweed 
once grew so thick that driving along its paths was “like being in a knotweed carwash,” 
New York City conservation manager Michael Mendez told me. “There were people 
living in the knotweed,” he recalled. It was a good place to hide. 

 

https://rco.wa.gov/doc_pages/press/2019/196.shtml
https://rco.wa.gov/doc_pages/press/2019/196.shtml
https://www.opb.org/news/article/columbia-river-salmon-protection-invasive-northern-pike-washington-fish/
https://www.opb.org/news/article/columbia-river-salmon-protection-invasive-northern-pike-washington-fish/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-01967-1?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_21_6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-01967-1?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_21_6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-01925-x?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_21_5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-01925-x?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_21_5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-01931-z?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_21_5
https://slate.com/technology/2019/05/japanese-knotweed-invasive-plants.html?utm_source=pocket-newtab
https://slate.com/technology/2019/05/japanese-knotweed-invasive-plants.html?utm_source=pocket-newtab
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[Scientific Publication] Alex Seeney, Sophie Eastwood, Zarah Pattison, Nigel J. Willby & Colin 
D. Bull. 2019. All change at the water’s edge: invasion by non-native riparian plants negatively 
impacts terrestrial invertebrates. Biological Invasions. Volume 21, Issue 6, pp 1933–1946 
 
[Scientific Publication] Ji Yoon Kim, Tokuya Yano, Ryo Nakanishi, Hiroki Tagami, Jun 
Nishihiro. 2019. Artificial wave breakers promote the establishment of alien aquatic plants in a 
shallow lake. Biological Invasions. Volume 21, Issue 5, pp 1545–1556 

 
 

FRESHWATER 
 

 
Study shows invasive rusty crayfish sabotage own habitat (4/29/19) 

A new study, “Habitat Explains Patterns of Population Decline for an Invasive Crayfish” 
published March 28 in Ecology, shows that in lakes with muck and sand bottoms, the 
rusty crayfish has been contributing to its own population decline by destroying the very 
plant life that shelters and protects it from predators. 
 

[Michigan] Anglers urged to guard against mudsnails (4/30/19) 
Thousands of anglers across Michigan have been dipping their waders into cold-water 
Michigan lakes, rivers and streams since Saturday, looking to tempt a prize brookie, a 
colorful rainbow or sleek German brown trout. As they move from one spot to the next, 
anglers can unknowingly help spread a devastating invasive species, the New Zealand 
mudsnail. 

 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

 
The growing peril of biological invasions (4/25/19) 

In 2019, in the US, biological invasions remain an unrelenting environmental and 
economic calamity, impacting all segments of society, from urban welfare and public 
health to industrial and agricultural systems to cultural and historic resources, at a cost 
estimated at more than $100 billion annually. The rapidly growing movement of 
pathogens, disease agents, animals, and plants into the country reflects the accelerated 
rates of global bioflow − with an unprecedented potential to trigger epidemics that sweep 
through human populations, crops, and ocean fisheries, thereby diminishing the quality of 
life for billions of people. Climate change facilitates the arrival of new invaders and 
expansion of established ones, with the last four years being the hottest since global 
records began. 

 
 

 
 
 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-01947-5?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_21_6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-01947-5?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_21_6
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-01915-z?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_21_5
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-01915-z?wt_mc=alerts.TOCjournals&utm_source=toc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=toc_10530_21_5
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2019/04/study-shows-invasive-rusty-crayfish-sabotage-own-habitat
https://news.cornell.edu/stories/2019/04/study-shows-invasive-rusty-crayfish-sabotage-own-habitat
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/ecy.2659
https://www.ironmountaindailynews.com/sports/outdoors/2019/04/anglers-urged-to-guard-against-mudsnails/
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/fee.2036
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/fee.2036
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OTHER 
 

 
 
Stop Arctic Aliens: Have You Checked Your Baggage for Alien Species? (4/11/19) 

One of the projects supported by the Arctic Co-operation programme of the Nordic 
Council of Ministers is launching a major campaign to raise public awareness of the 
threat posed to the Arctic by alien species travelling with tourists and other visitors. 
Nordregio takes part in the campaign in its capacity as secretariat for the Nordic-Arctic 
programme. “Are you travelling alone?” asks an animated polar bear in a new campaign 
video as he examines some clothes, shoes and equipment belonging to the travellers that 
step off boats and airplanes that bring them to the Arctic. The video is launched together 
with travel operators, airline companies, travel agencies and tourist offices that have the 
Arctic as a travel destination, as well as national and regional authorities to make sure it 
reaches as far as possible – hopefully unlike the alien species it aims to warn against.  

 
For Certain Invasive Species, Catching Infestation Early Pays Off (4/29/19) 

An international research team led by invasion ecologist Bethany Bradley at the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst has conducted the first global meta-analysis of the 
characteristics and size of invasive alien species’ impacts on native species as invaders 
become more abundant. [Study: Disentangling the abundance–impact relationship for 
invasive species] 

 
 

JOBS/GRANTS 
 

 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

  
2019 European Green Crab trapping on the Makah Reservation (3.28.19) 

The Makah Fisheries Management Department is once again soliciting for volunteers to 
assist with efforts to trap invasive European green crab on the Makah Reservation. 
 

JOBS 
 
USFWS Supervisory Fish and Wildlife Biologist. Honolulu, HI.  Announcement number 
R1-19-10490627-RR-DE. Closes 5/29/19. 
 

USFWS Supervisory Fish and Wildlife Biologist, Honolulu, HI. Announcement number 
 R1-19-10490627-RR-MP. Closes 5/29/19. 
 

USFWS Range Technician (Invasive Species), Burbank, WA. Announcement number R1-19-
10476465-SD-DE. Closes 5/28/19. 

http://www.nordregio.org/have-you-checked-your-baggage-for-alien-species/?utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+
http://www.nordregio.org/have-you-checked-your-baggage-for-alien-species/?utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oghk2GRl5i8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oghk2GRl5i8
https://www.umass.edu/newsoffice/article/certain-invasive-species-catching
https://www.pnas.org/content/116/20/9919
https://www.pnas.org/content/116/20/9919
https://www.forksforum.com/news/2019-european-green-crab-trapping-on-the-makah-reservation
https://www.forksforum.com/news/2019-european-green-crab-trapping-on-the-makah-reservation
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/533678900
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/533679100
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/533679100
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/533752800
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USFWS Range Technician (Invasive Species), Burbank, WA. Announcement number R1-19-
10502790-SD-MP. . Closes 5/28/19. 

- 
 
 

FEDERAL/STATE/PROVINCIAL  
LEGISLATION, RULES, ACTIONS 

 
State/Province 

 
Resource: NCSL Environment And Natural Resources State Bill Tracking Database. You can 
search legislation by state, topic, keyword, year, status or primary sponsor. Topic: Wildlife-
Invasive Species  
 
 
OREGON 
 
Bill Would Allow Police To Arrest People Who Refuse Boat Inspection Checkpoints (4/25/19) 

A bill [HB2076] under consideration at the Oregon capitol would allow police to arrest 
drivers who refuse to stop at a boat inspection checkpoint. State law requires vehicles 
hauling boats to pull into an inspection station if it’s open. The law applies to motorized 
and non-motorized boats of any size. The state operates six of the checkpoints, mostly 
during the summer. They're located along major highway entry points to the state, 
including Interstate 5 in southern Oregon and Interstate 84 in eastern Oregon. 

 
WASHINGTON 
 
Gov. Inslee signs range of bills aimed at helping orcas (5/8/19) 

Gov. Jay Inslee has signed several bills designed to help the Pacific Northwest's 
endangered orcas. The measures include requiring more oil shipments to have tugboat 
escorts to prevent spills, allowing anglers to catch more walleye and bass that prey on 
young salmon [HB 1579], and giving state agencies the authority to ban toxic chemicals 
in consumer goods.

https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/533753000
http://www.ncsl.org/research/environment-and-natural-resources/environment-and-natural-resources-state-bill-tracking-database/utm_medium/email.aspx?utm_source=feedburnernational+invasive+species+information+center+-+what%27s+new&utm_campaign=feed%25
https://www.ijpr.org/post/bill-would-allow-police-arrest-people-who-refuse-boat-inspection-checkpoints?utm_source=IMC+weekly+Dreissenid+Digest&utm_campaign=b3bed0ab63-Weekly_Dreissenid_Digest_4_13_2018_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_68bd7ec89
https://www.ijpr.org/post/bill-would-allow-police-arrest-people-who-refuse-boat-inspection-checkpoints?utm_source=IMC+weekly+Dreissenid+Digest&utm_campaign=b3bed0ab63-Weekly_Dreissenid_Digest_4_13_2018_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_68bd7ec89
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/liz/2019R1/Measures/Overview/HB2076
https://komonews.com/news/local/gov-inslee-signs-range-of-bills-aimed-at-helping-orcas
https://komonews.com/news/local/gov-inslee-signs-range-of-bills-aimed-at-helping-orcas
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1579&Initiative=false&Year=2019
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1579&Initiative=false&Year=2019
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MONTANA 
 
Opinion: Public should not foot costs of invasive species bill (4/29/19) 

As your Public Service Commissioner, I am concerned about the impact that pending legislation could have on your electric 
rates, which is why I would like to encourage Montanans to urge the governor to veto House Bill 411, which was written by 
Rep. Willis Curdy, D-Missoula. If signed into law, this bill will saddle hydroelectric facilities with a large fee increase to help 
pay for the extermination of aquatic invasive species (AIS). While I strongly support efforts to prevent the spread of AIS and 
mitigate existing issues, I cannot see the justification for saddling hydroelectric facilities with the bill. I believe it is inevitable 
that this will adversely impact rates for families, businesses, schools and churches. As a former state legislator, I believe that 
there were better ways for the legislature to raise funds, such as having violators pay a higher fine and face stiff legal penalties. 
 

Invasive species funding tweaks headed to governor’s desk (4/29/19) 
House Bill 411 became the main vehicle for extending that funding, and it moved through both chambers of the Legislature 
fairly easily. It decreases fees charged to nonresident anglers and charges nonresident boaters an annual fee if they want to 
launch their boats in Montana. It also creates a new structure for getting money from hydroelectric facilities, one that charges 
different rates based on the nameplate capacity and decreases fees for all but the largest producers. 
 

Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Fees Increase For Boaters, Hydropower Producers (5/1/19) 
The Montana Legislature last week tweaked the way it raises money to prevent the spread of zebra and quagga mussels in 
Montana waterways. The budget to do so remained about the same, but who’s paying for it changed a little. The boat check 
station at Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks’ Kalispell office is one of the busiest in the state. Drivers hauling boats must stop 
here or at one of more than 30 others so officials can verify that no unwanted aquatic invaders are clinging to their boats. 

 
NOTE on legislation below (From Stephanie Hester {MISC, Friday, April 26 2019}):  
The 2019 Legislative Session has adjourned. HB 411—the AIS funding bill—passed on Tuesday.   
 
Visit the Montana State Legislature website for more information.  

 
Bill Type - 
Number 

LC 
Number 

Primary 
Sponsor Status Status Date Short Title 

HB 7          LC0217 Jim Keane 
(D) HD 73 

(H) Returned from Enrolling 04/13/2019 Reclamation & Development Grants 

https://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/news/2019/04/29/public-should-not-foot-costs-invasive-species-bill-public-service-commission-randy-pinocci/3621435002/
https://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/news/2019/04/29/public-should-not-foot-costs-invasive-species-bill-public-service-commission-randy-pinocci/3621435002/
https://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/environment/invasive-species-funding-tweaks-headed-to-governor-s-desk/article_8245788d-3b52-5e08-88d9-275d2fb954de.html
https://www.mtpr.org/post/aquatic-invasive-species-prevention-fees-increase-boaters-hydropower-producers
https://www.mtpr.org/post/aquatic-invasive-species-prevention-fees-increase-boaters-hydropower-producers
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0200W$.Startup?P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd_pref/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=7&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billhtml/HB0007.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billpdf/HB0007.pdf
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HB 32        LC0396 Willis Curdy 
(D) HD 98 

(H) Missed Deadline for 
Revenue Bill Transmittal* 

04/01/2019 Revise laws related to aquatic invasive 
species programs 

HB 63        LC0266 Ray L Shaw 
(R) HD 71 

Chapter Number Assigned 02/19/2019 Remove sunset date to extend financial 
liability for pesticide applicators 

HB 142      LC0703 Joshua Kassmier 
(R) HD 27 

Chapter Number Assigned 03/21/2019 Revise county weed laws 

HB 221      LC1391 Fred Anderson 
(R) HD 20 

(H) Returned from Enrolling 04/16/2019 Revise pesticide applicator laws 

HB 402      LC1879 Greg Hertz 
(R) HD 12 

(H) Missed Deadline for 
Revenue Bill Transmittal* 

04/01/2019 Revising local government laws related to 
invasive species 

HB 411      LC1167 Willis Curdy 
(D) HD 98 

(H) Returned from Enrolling 04/25/2019 Revise laws related to AIS expenditures 
and funding 

HB 608      LC3120 Joe Read 
(R) HD 93 

(H) Returned from Enrolling 04/18/2019 Requiring mandatory AIS 
decontamination of certain vessels with 
ballast/bladders 

HJ 17        LC2023 Willis Curdy 
(D) HD 98 

(H) Signed by Speaker 04/16/2019 Joint resolution to congress asking to fund 
aquatic invasive species programs 

SB 257      LC3062 Mike Cuffe 
(R) SD 1 

(S) Signed by President 04/23/2019 Revise laws related to the Upper 
Columbia Conservation Commission 

SJ 12        LC3108 Mike Cuffe 
(R) SD 1 

(S) Filed with Secretary of State 03/19/2019 Resolution on Columbia River Treaty 

 
Legislative Summary (Source: Tom Woolf, MTFWP):  The 2019 legislative session is now complete.  Several bills came out of this 
session that will influence the AIS program moving forward: 

• HB411:  411 provides AIS funding for the next biennium for FWP and DNRC AIS programs.  Funding is generated 
through:  AIS Prevention Pass angler fees, out of state boat fees, one-time boat registration fees, bed tax, general fund and 
hydroelectric fees. This funding will support AIS program operations and initiatives over the next two years.   

• HB608:   This bill requires decontamination of all ballast boats (wake surf boats) entering the state and crossing west over the 
Continental Divide.  FWP and partners will decontaminate these boats this season.  

• SB257:   This bill added membership to the Upper Columbia Conservation Commission.  
• HJ017:  A joint resolution requesting additional federal support for state AIS efforts. 

http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd_pref/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=32&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd_pref/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=63&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd_pref/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=142&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd_pref/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=221&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd_pref/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=402&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd_pref/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=411&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd_pref/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=608&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd_pref/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=17&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HJ&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd_pref/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=257&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SB&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd_pref/LAW0210W$BSIV.ActionQuery?P_BILL_NO1=12&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=SJ&Z_ACTION=Find&P_SESS=20191
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billhtml/HB0032.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billpdf/HB0032.pdf
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billhtml/HB0063.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billpdf/HB0063.pdf
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billhtml/HB0142.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billpdf/HB0142.pdf
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billhtml/HB0221.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billpdf/HB0221.pdf
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billhtml/HB0402.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billpdf/HB0402.pdf
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billhtml/HB0411.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billpdf/HB0411.pdf
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billhtml/HB0608.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billpdf/HB0608.pdf
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billhtml/HJ0017.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billpdf/HJ0017.pdf
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billhtml/SB0257.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billpdf/SB0257.pdf
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billhtml/SJ0012.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/2019/billpdf/SJ0012.pdf
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Executive 
 
URI biologist, colleagues warn of peril from biological invasions as White House proposes to 
halve funding (4/25/19) 

As the Trump Administration prepares to cut in half the budget for the National Invasive 
Species Council, a group of invasive species experts led by a University of Rhode Island 
professor has issued a warning about the growing peril of biological invasions and the 
increasing threat they pose to the economy, environment, public health and national 
security. “Defunding invasion policy and management at the federal level at a time when 
the rate of invasions into the U.S. are increasing and is exacerbated by climate change is 
reckless and puts the economic well-being, health and natural capital of U.S. citizens at 
risk,” said Laura Meyerson, URI professor of natural resources science. 

Congressional 
 

Keep Finfish Free Act of 2019 [H.R. 2467], introduced by Rep. Don Young (R-Alaska), would 
prohibit the secretaries of the Interior or Commerce from authorizing "finfish aquaculture" — the 
farming of fish rather than simply catching wild fish — within the U.S. exclusive economic 
zone. [Full Text Here] 
 

 
Budget 

 
Democrats advance spending bills boosting EPA, defying Trump (5/15/19) 

House Democrats on Wednesday advanced bills that would boost spending on the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and other green priorities, defying President 
Trump’s requests to dramatically reduce funding. Democrats passed the two 
appropriations bills — interior and environment, as well as energy and water — by voice 
votes in their respective subcommittees. They are expected to be taken up by the full 
Appropriations Committee as soon as next week and taken to the House floor in June. 
 

Appropriations Subcommittee Approves Fiscal Year 2020 Commerce-Justice-Science Funding 
Bill (5/17/19) 

The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related 
Agencies today approved by voice vote its fiscal year 2020 bill. The legislation contains 
$73.895 billion in discretionary budget authority, an increase of $9.78 billion above the 
fiscal year 2019 level. The bill next heads to the full Committee for markup. 

 
Appropriations Subcommittee Approves Fiscal Year 2020 Interior-Environment Funding Bill 
(5/15/19) 

The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and Related 
Agencies today approved by voice vote its fiscal year 2020 bill. In total, the draft bill 
includes $37.28 billion, an increase of $1.73 billion over the 2019 enacted level and 
$7.24 billion over the President’s 2020 request. There is also an additional $2.25 billion 
of funding provided under the fire suppression cap adjustment. The bill next heads to the 
full Committee for markup. The bill and summary can be found HERE 

https://today.uri.edu/news/uri-biologist-colleagues-warn-of-peril-from-biological-invasions-as-white-house-proposes-to-halve-funding/
https://today.uri.edu/news/uri-biologist-colleagues-warn-of-peril-from-biological-invasions-as-white-house-proposes-to-halve-funding/
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/fee.2036
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/2467?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22H.R.+2467%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.eenews.net/assets/2019/05/03/document_daily_02.pdf
https://thehill.com/homenews/house/443875-democrats-advance-spending-bills-boosting-epa-defying-trump
https://appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/appropriations-subcommittee-approves-fiscal-year-2020-commerce-justice-science
https://appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/appropriations-subcommittee-approves-fiscal-year-2020-commerce-justice-science
https://appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/appropriations-subcommittee-approves-fiscal-year-2020-interior-environment
https://appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/appropriations-subcommittee-approves-fiscal-year-2020-interior-environment
https://appropriations.house.gov/legislation/interior-environment-and-related-agencies-subcommittee-legislative-activity
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Archived Hearings: 
 
House Appropriations Markup: FY2020 Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies 
Subcommittee (5/15/19) 

 
Full Committee on Natural Resources: U.S. Department of the Interior Budget and Policy 
Priorities for FY 2020 (5/15/19)  ... Witness List: The Hon. David Bernhardt 
(testimony) Secretary of the Interior 

 
 
Appropriations Subcommittee Approves Fiscal Year 2020 Energy and Water Development 
Funding Bill (5/15/19) 

The House Appropriations Subcommittee on Energy and Water Development, and 
Related Agencies today approved by voice vote its fiscal year 2020 bill. In total, the 
legislation invests $46.4 billion in Energy and Water Development programs, an increase 
of $1.8 billion. The bill and summary can be found HERE. 
 
 
Archived Hearing: 
House Appropriations Markup: FY2020 Energy and Water Development, and Related 
Agencies Subcommittee (5/15/19) 
 
 
Now What:  The appropriation bills’ report language, which contains more detailed 
guidance to departments and agencies, should be out in the near future. Stay tuned.... 
 
Now What II: “Even with House appropriators poised to pass bills today that would 
propose significant increases for energy and environment spending, Senate Republicans 
say most of those plans aren't likely to make it into law. The House Energy and Water 
Development Appropriations Subcommittee will mark up its $46.4 billion fiscal 2020 bill 
that would boost spending by 4% with a focus on clean energy technology. In separate 
action, the House Interior and EPA Appropriations Subcommittee will mark up its $37.3 
billion fiscal 2020 proposal, which would boost spending by 4.5% with a major hike for 
EPA and the Interior Department. Both bills are expected to move to full committee next 
week, where Republicans are likely to offer amendments. They are expected on the 
House floor in June. Senate appropriators said those bills are little more than opening 
bids in what are expected to be lengthy negotiations in the coming months over a final, 
fiscal 2020 spending package. "What the House has moved is not going to move over 
here in its present form, but it is some movement, you have to acknowledge that," said 
Senate Appropriations Chairman Richard Shelby (R-Ala.). Sen. John Boozman (R-Ark.), 
also a senior appropriator, said it's hardly a surprise that House Democrats would press 
for lofty goals after spending nearly a decade in the minority. But, he said, the bills will 
get "completely renegotiated" in the Senate, and, like most years, the partisan provisions 

https://appropriations.house.gov/events/markups/fy20-interior-environment-and-related-agencies-subcommittee
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/markups/fy20-interior-environment-and-related-agencies-subcommittee
https://naturalresources.house.gov/hearings/us-department-of-the-interior-budget-and-policy-priorities-for-fy-2020
https://naturalresources.house.gov/hearings/us-department-of-the-interior-budget-and-policy-priorities-for-fy-2020
http://naturalresources.house.gov/download/sec-david-bernhardt-testimony_-fc-ov-hrg-051519
https://appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/appropriations-subcommittee-approves-fiscal-year-2020-energy-and-water
https://appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/appropriations-subcommittee-approves-fiscal-year-2020-energy-and-water
https://appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/appropriations-committee-releases-fiscal-year-2020-energy-and-water-funding-bill
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/markups/fy2020-energy-and-water-development-and-related-agencies-subcommittee
https://appropriations.house.gov/events/markups/fy2020-energy-and-water-development-and-related-agencies-subcommittee
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will get ‘thrown out.’” [Source: Reprinted from E&E Daily, 5/15/19, with permission 
from Environment & Energy Publishing, www.eenews.net; 202/628-6500]. 
 
 
TRAININGS, WEBINARS, CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS 
 

 
 

Events: Archived Materials 
 

Events: Webinars, Trainings, Conferences and Meetings 
 
 

Citizen Science EDRR Volunteer Training in WA and OR 
We offer a 2.5 hour training where you will learn how to identify priority invasive species, how 

to record basic data and how to report findings on EDDMapSWest, a national early detection 
reporting system.  Participants learn plant identification through a PowerPoint presentation and 
live material. Participants also learn methods of manual removal and which species you should 

not attempt to remove. Trainings will equip volunteers with the knowledge necessary to conduct 
invasive plant surveys in order to support local land managers that need your help. Your efforts 
will directly support the maintenance of healthy ecosystems. Volunteers will receive an invasive 

plant identification booklet along with survey forms. We ask that volunteers who sign up 
conduct 1-2 surveys over the field season. 

 
Workshops in 2019: Capacity will be limited, so if you would like to attend one of these free 

trainings, please RSVP to Marisa Deluccia at pnw.ipc.org@gmail to reserve your place! 
 

1.       Mount Vernon, WA Friday, May 17th, 10:00 am – 12:30 pm 
2.       Bellingham, WA Thursday, May 23rd, 1:00 pm – 3:30 pm 

3.       Chehalis, WA  Wednesday, June 5th, Start Time: 10:00 am – 12:30 pm 
4.       Snohomish County, WA  Saturday, June 8th, 10:00 am – 12:30 pm 

5.       North Bend, WA Sunday, June 9nd, 12:30 pm – 3:00 pm 
6.       Auburn, WA Saturday, June 15th, 10:00 am – 12:30 pm 
7.       Seattle, WA Saturday, June 22nd, 10:00 am – 12:30 pm 
8.       Sandy, OR  Saturday, June 22nd, 10:00 am – 12:30 pm 

 
May 

 
MAY ->  JULY PNW IPC Training Schedule Announced: https://www.pnw-ipc.org/trainings  
These are free 2.5 hour trainings where you will learn how to identify priority invasive species, 
how to record basic data and how to report findings on EDDMapSWest, a national early 
detection reporting system. Participants learn plant identification through a PowerPoint 
presentation and live material. Participants also learn methods of manual removal and which 
species you should not attempt to remove. Trainings will equip volunteers with the knowledge 

https://www.pnw-ipc.org/trainings
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necessary to conduct invasive plant surveys in order to support local land managers that need 
your help. Your efforts will directly support the maintenance of healthy ecosystems. Volunteers 
will receive an invasive plant identification booklet along with survey forms. We ask that 
volunteers who sign up conduct 1-2 surveys over the field season. For more info 
 
The Montana Invasive Species Council (MISC) will hold its next meeting May 23, 2019, from 1-
3 p.m. at the Department of Natural Resources and Conservation headquarters located at 1539 
11th Ave, Helena, MT 59601. 

 
June 

 
California Invasive Species Action Week (June 1-9, 2019) 
The goals of the California Invasive Species Action Week (CISAW) are to increase public 
awareness of invasive species issues and promote public participation in the fight against 
California's invasive species and their impacts on our natural resources. Prevention is the most 
effective strategy in managing invasive species. However, hundreds of invasive plants and animals 
have already established in California and are rapidly spreading each year. These invaders are 
negatively impacting our waters, our native plants and animals (some of them rare, threatened, or 
endangered), our agriculture, our health, our economy, and our favorite recreational places. Help 
us celebrate California's Invasive Species Action Week, and more importantly, help stop the spread 
of invasive species, by volunteering to take action. 
 
The next meeting of the 100th Meridian Initiative Columbia River Basin Team is scheduled for 
Tuesday and Wednesday,  June 4 & 5,  2019  in Spokane, WA  at Northern Quest. Further meeting 
details will be forthcoming in the near future. Contact Leah Elwell @ leah@stopais.org for further 
information. 
 
Washington Invasive Species Council: June 6, 2019, Olympia, Natural Resources Building 
Room 172. 

July 
 

2019 Western Aquatic Plant Management Society and Aquatic Plant Management Society Joint 
Meeting Date: Jul 13, 2019 to Jul 19, 2019 Venue: Double Tree Hilton Hotel Location: San 
Diego, California 
 
Join PNWER in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan for our 29th Annual Summit, July 21-25, 2019 
Registration is Now Open for the 2019 PNWER Annual Summit in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan! 
Over 500 regional business leaders, legislators, and key decision makers attend the Annual 
Summit to explore shared challenges in the region, discuss best practices, promote regional 
relationships, and develop an action plan to address challenges in the coming year. 
 

August 
 
2019 104th Ecological Society of America Annual Meeting 
Date: Aug 11, 2019 to Aug 16, 2019 Venue: Kentucky International Convention Center 
Location: Louisville, Kentucky 

https://www.pnw-ipc.org/events/spring-2019-citizen-science-workshops
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/montana-invasive-species-program/misc
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Invasives/Action-Week?utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Invasives/Action-Week?utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+
https://www.westernais.org/regional
mailto:leah@stopais.org
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/meetings.shtml
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1111+Washington+St+SE,+Olympia,+WA+98501/@47.0373879,-122.9002355,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x549174e32b6a63c1:0x2627c117f6157aa8%218m2%213d47.0373879%214d-122.8980415
https://www.apms.org/annual-meeting/2019-annual-meeting/
https://www.apms.org/annual-meeting/2019-annual-meeting/
http://www.pnwer.org/2019-summit.html
https://www.esa.org/esa/meetings/future-esa-meetings/
https://www.esa.org/esa/meetings/future-esa-meetings/
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September  

 
Washington Invasive Species Council: September 26, 2019, Olympia, Natural Resources 
Building Room 172. 

 
SAVE THE DATE: The 6th International Columbia River Transboundary Conference WHEN: 
September 26, 2019 – September 28, 2019 WHERE: Kimberley, BC  
Join Columbia Basin Trust and the Northwest Power and Conservation Council from September 
26 to 28, 2019 in Kimberley, B.C. to connect and collaborate on the future of the Columbia 
River. The conference will cover topics including: 

• Renegotiation of the Columbia River Treaty 
• Reintroduction of salmon to the Columbia River above Grand Coulee Dam in 

Washington and British Columbia 
• Impacts of and response to invasive species including northern pike and invasive 

freshwater mussels 
• Energy issues including: hydropower, energy efficiency, transmission and renewable 

resources in the United States and British Columbia 
• Climate change-related impacts on Columbia River water resources and resulting impacts 

on communities, ecosystems, the economy and hydropower generation. 
For more information, contact Caitlin Hinton, Columbia Basin Trust, at 1.250.344.2445 or 
chinton@cbt.org 
 
2019 26th Annual Wildlife Society Conference Date: Sep 29, 2019 to Oct 03, 2019 Location: 
Reno, Nevada 
 
The 2019 North American Invasive Species Management Association - New York Invasive 
Species Research Institute Joint Conference will be held September 30 - October 3, 2019 at the 
Saratoga Hilton, Saratoga Springs, NY. This year's conference theme is Connecting Science to 
Action. The organizing committee is especially interested in presentations that provide examples 
of: (1) how science is being used by invasive species managers and related professionals to 
inform and improve management decisions, (2) how managers can inform, and are currently 
informing research on invasive species and (3) information on new policies, methods and 
technologies being used to prevent, detect, or manage invasive species. All general session 
abstracts must be submitted by the abstract deadline of April 3, 2019.  
 

October 
 

The Western Regional Panel on ANS invites you to join them at their Annual Meeting October 
9-11, 2019 in Missoula, Montana. The meeting will be hosted by Montana Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks. 

 
ICAIS 2019 Preliminary Program Now Available The 21st International Conference on Aquatic 
Invasive Species (ICAIS) will be held at Le Centre Sheraton Montreal, Montreal, Canada. 
October 27-31, 2019.  The early registration deadline is May 31, 2019. The cut-off date for 
hotel reservations at the special ICAIS rate is September 25, 2019. 

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/meetings.shtml
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1111+Washington+St+SE,+Olympia,+WA+98501/@47.0373879,-122.9002355,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x549174e32b6a63c1:0x2627c117f6157aa8%218m2%213d47.0373879%214d-122.8980415
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1111+Washington+St+SE,+Olympia,+WA+98501/@47.0373879,-122.9002355,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x549174e32b6a63c1:0x2627c117f6157aa8%218m2%213d47.0373879%214d-122.8980415
https://ourtrust.org/event/the-6th-international-columbia-river-basin-transboundary-conference/?instance_id=428
http://wildlife.org/network/conferences-network/
https://www.naisma.org/annual-conference?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.naisma.org/annual-conference?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fws.gov/answest/meetings.html
https://www.icais.org/
https://www.icais.org/
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December 
 
Call for Presentations: Innovations in Invasive Species Management Conference and Training. 
December 10-12th, 2019. Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. The conference hosts people from throughout 
the US and World looking for new techniques and inspiration from successes to manage a wide 
range of invasive species We are working to include more animal, marine and insect content as 
well this year. Be ready for some exciting new topics and demonstrations in 2019.  The 2019 
innovations Conference is being hosted by the Pacific Northwest Invasive Plant Council 
https://www.pnw-ipc.org/ The Northern Rockies Invasive Plant Council http://www.nripc.org/ 
and Invasive Plant Control, Inc. http://www.invasiveplantcontrol.com/ 
 
 
Washington Invasive Species Council: December 19, 2019, Olympia, Natural Resources 
Building Room 172. 

________________ 
TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org. 
AIS NEWS was compiled by Stephen Phillips and Robyn Draheim. Past issues of AIS NEWS can 
be found @ http://www.westernais.org/   under the “News” tab. 

http://invasiveplantcontrol.com/conference19/
https://www.pnw-ipc.org/
http://www.nripc.org/
http://www.invasiveplantcontrol.com/
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/meetings.shtml
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1111+Washington+St+SE,+Olympia,+WA+98501/@47.0373879,-122.9002355,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x549174e32b6a63c1:0x2627c117f6157aa8%218m2%213d47.0373879%214d-122.8980415
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1111+Washington+St+SE,+Olympia,+WA+98501/@47.0373879,-122.9002355,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x549174e32b6a63c1:0x2627c117f6157aa8%218m2%213d47.0373879%214d-122.8980415
mailto:sphillips@psmfc.org
http://www.westernais.org/
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