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RECOMMENDED  

 
Project successfully removes invasive quagga mussels near Sleeping 

Bear Dunes in Lake Michigan (12/8/20) 
 

The Invasive Mussel Collaborative (IMC) announced a remarkable decrease in quagga mussel 
density in the weeks following experimental treatments at a test site in Lake Michigan near 

Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore. The IMC’s work to reduce the invasive species also 
led to a significant reduction in nuisance Cladophora algae at the site. 

Using a molluscicide consisting of dead cells from Pseudomonas fluorescens bacteria on a reef 
within Good Harbor Bay, project partners saw a 95% reduction in mussel density in the weeks 
following application. The project tested the application to an area important for fish spawning 

and identified changes in the underwater habitat. Lake Michigan is heavily infested with quagga 
mussels, which are fueling the growth of nuisance algae in the lake. They also serve as a food 

source for invasive round goby, which has displaced some native fish species and plays a role in 
avian botulism outbreaks. 

The IMC also announced the release of a video highlighting its work at Good Harbor Bay. In the 
months ahead, the IMC will monitor the long-term effects of the project and work to identify 

future priorities and opportunities to conduct similar work. 
 

 
 

https://www.glc.org/news/ghr-120820?utm_source=IMC+Dreissenid+Digest&utm_campaign=08a8fda166-Weekly_Dreissenid_Digest_4_13_2018_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_68bd7ec89f-08a8fda166-128742361
https://www.glc.org/news/ghr-120820?utm_source=IMC+Dreissenid+Digest&utm_campaign=08a8fda166-Weekly_Dreissenid_Digest_4_13_2018_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_68bd7ec89f-08a8fda166-128742361
https://invasivemusselcollaborative.net/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BK9MeC0_GYY&feature=youtu.be
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

USACE seeks comments on South Platte River Basin 
watercraft inspection program  

 
A draft integrated letter report and programmatic environmental assessment has been developed 
to determine the economic and environmental impacts of Federal participation in state-managed 
watercraft inspection programs along the South Platte River Basin in Colorado, Wyoming and 
Nebraska. Public comments on the draft EA will be accepted until Jan. 1, 2021.  

 
The existing watercraft inspection programs are managed collaboratively by the states of 

Colorado, Wyoming, and Nebraska, where watercraft transported along highways are inspected 
for the presence of aquatic invasive species and decontaminated when detected. 

 
If approved, Federal participation in the program would be cost-shared 50 percent with each of 
the states. A regional strategy would then be employed to identify locations that would provide 

the greatest likelihood of preventing the spread of aquatic invasive species to reservoirs operated 
and maintained by the U.S Army Corps of Engineers in the South Platte River Basin. Several 

strategies that could be used include expanding the number of locations or hours of operation at 
existing inspection stations, adding canine detection capabilities, increasing public awareness, 
constructing site improvements, augmenting existing monitoring efforts and contingency, and 

response planning efforts. 
 

The public is encouraged to provide comments on the draft integrated letter report and 
programmatic environmental assessment, available at: www.nwo.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-
Works/Planning/Project-Reports/ . Comments can be mailed to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Omaha District; CENWO-PMA-C; ATTN: Clayton Ridenour, Watercraft Inspection EA; 1616 

Capitol Avenue; Omaha, NE 68102-4901. Comments can also be emailed to: cenwo-
planning@usace.army.mil. Comments must be postmarked or received no later than Jan. 1, 

2021. 
 

--- 
Government of Canada Launches Public Engagement on First-Ever Aquaculture 

Act 
From: Fisheries and Oceans Canada 

August 17, 2020  
 

Ottawa, ON - Sustainable aquaculture is a cornerstone of Canada’s fish and seafood sector, 
playing an important role in the country’s food security and helping drive economic growth, 

particularly in rural, coastal, and Indigenous communities. 
 

Today, the Minister of Fisheries, Oceans, and the Canadian Coast Guard, the Honourable 
Bernadette Jordan, launched the next phase of the Government’s public engagement on the first-

http://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Planning/Project-Reports/
http://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Planning/Project-Reports/
https://www.canada.ca/en/fisheries-oceans/news/2020/08/government-of-canada-launches-public-engagement-on-first-ever-aquaculture-act.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/fisheries-oceans/news/2020/08/government-of-canada-launches-public-engagement-on-first-ever-aquaculture-act.html
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ever Aquaculture Act. The proposed Act will provide more clarity and certainty as this industry 
continues to develop across Canada, while respecting federal, provincial, and territorial 

jurisdictions. 
 

A discussion paper providing background on aquaculture in Canada, rationale for the proposed 
legislation and an overview of the elements proposed for the new Act, is now available online 

with key questions to guide feedback to the Government on this important initiative. The public 
is invited to visit https://dfo-mpo.gc.ca/aquaculture/act-loi/consultations-eng.html  and will have 

until January 15, 2021 to participate in this round of consultation. 
 

--- 
    

NOAA:  
Announcement of Request of Information for Aquaculture Opportunity Areas 

 
NOAA is seeking public input on creation of Aquaculture Opportunity Areas in federal waters of 

the Gulf of Mexico and waters off of southern California via a 60-day public comment period 
which will be open through 12-22-2020. The public and our stakeholders are encouraged to 
provide comments for AOA creation in these areas as well as the location of future AOAs. 

Establishing these Aquaculture Opportunity Areas are part of NOAA’s responsibility under the 
May 2020 Executive Order on Promoting American Seafood Competitiveness and Economic 

Growth. 
 

The public input provided in response to this Request for Information will inform NOAA as it 
works with federal agencies, appropriate Regional Fishery Management Councils, and in 

coordination with appropriate state and tribal governments to identify geographic areas that will 
be considered in more depth through the Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement. To 

identify each AOA, NOAA will use a combination of powerful data-driven siting analysis using 
hundreds of types of data on ocean uses and this public input. The synthesis of these two 

essential elements will highlight space that is environmentally, socially, and economically 
appropriate for commercial aquaculture. 

 
The AOA announcement, supporting materials, and links to the RFI are available on the NOAA 

Fisheries site at www.fisheries.noaa.gov/aquaculture-opportunity-areas 
 
 

--- 
 

Notice of Intention to Amend Sections 2291, 2292, 2293, 2294, 2295, 2296, and 
2297 of Article 4.7 of Title 2, Division 3, Chapter 1 of the California Code of 

Regulations 
Nov 19, 2020 | Content Types, Laws & Regulations, Marine Invasive Species 

Program, MISP News, News, Proposed 
 

https://dfo-mpo.gc.ca/aquaculture/act-loi/consultations-eng.html
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/aquaculture-opportunity-areas
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/aquaculture-opportunity-areas
http://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/aquaculture-opportunity-areas
https://www.slc.ca.gov/content-types/notice-of-intention-to-amend-4-7/
https://www.slc.ca.gov/content-types/notice-of-intention-to-amend-4-7/
https://www.slc.ca.gov/content-types/notice-of-intention-to-amend-4-7/
https://www.slc.ca.gov/content-types/notice-of-intention-to-amend-4-7/
https://www.slc.ca.gov/content-types/notice-of-intention-to-amend-4-7/


Return to top 
 

4 

The staff of the Commission proposes to amend sections 2291, 2292, 2293, 2294, 2295, 2296, 
and 2297 of Article 4.7 of Title 2, Division 3, Chapter 1 of the California Code of Regulations. 

The public comment period for the rulemaking ends on Tuesday, January 19, 2021. If you 
would like to receive a hard copy of these documents, please contact Commission staff at 

916.574.1864 or e-mail at lina.ceballos@slc.ca.gov 
 

 
 

NEW SPECIES SIGHTINGS 
 

Want to get more new species alerts? 
USGS NAS: https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx 

IMAP INVASIVES: https://www.imapinvasives.org 
 

DREISSENIDS 
 

OTHER AIS 
 

WATCH LIST 
 
Help the DFO by spotting the invasive European green crab in B.C. waters (7/25/20) 
… sightings can be reported to the DFO at AISPACIFIC@dfo-mpo.gc.ca in the Pacific region. 
Those reporting are encouraged to submit a photograph, a GPS location and date of sighting, and 
a note of any distinguishing features… 
 
PNW Invasive Plant Council: Greetings Citizen Scientist! 
 Please don't forget to upload your invasive species survey data for the season!  We hope that 
some of you have been able to get in a few fall hikes and survey for invasive plants while 
out.  The link to log into your EDDMapS page where you can log in,  click on "Plants, " and 
scroll to the bottom of the page to find the PNW IPC icon link is 
here https://www.eddmaps.org/west/report/survey.cfm.   
 
Asian Giant Hornets:  
WA Citizen Scientist Trapping Survey Results 
 

 
DREISSENID MUSSELS

 
 
Lake Buchanan Designated as “Infested” with Zebra Mussels (12/17/20) 
The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) has designated Lake Buchanan, located west 
of Burnet and north of Inks Lake in the Colorado River Basin, as “infested” with invasive zebra 
mussels. Infested status signifies that there is an established, reproducing population of zebra 

mailto:lina.ceballos@slc.ca.gov
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx
https://www.imapinvasives.org/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/invasive-green-crab-1.5659843
https://www.eddmaps.org/west/report/survey.cfm
https://www.eddmaps.org/west/report/survey.cfm
https://agriculture.app.box.com/s/axa1x1lalw8iixowrin3k7g2c7z2yt55
https://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/releases/?req=20201217a
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mussels in the lake. The designation is a result of recent sampling efforts that revealed new 
evidence of a reproducing population of zebra mussels in the lake. 
 

 
BOAT INSPECTION/DECON/TECH NEWS 

 
 
[British Columbia] Columbia-Shuswap invasive mussel-free for another year (12/7/20) 
Waterways in the Columbia-Shuswap remain invasive mussel-free. This also goes for the rest of 
the province, as there are no known infestations of invasive mussels in B.C. In a recent study, the 
Ministry of Environment says it monitored 89 bodies of water and collected 954 plankton 
samples, which showed no evidence of invasive species… During the 2020 season, 29,900 
watercraft were inspected and 160 were found to be high-risk – 16 of those were found to be 
mussel-fouled. The ministry says inspections were down this year due to travel restrictions, and 
the average number of mussel-fouled watercraft was consistent with years past. 
 

 
BALLAST WATER/BIOFOULING 

 
 
Amendments in California’s Marine Invasive Species Program (MISP) to enter in force from 1 
January 2021 (12/9/20) 
The MISP applies to vessels of 300GT and above, capable of carrying ballast water. The 
program is administered by the California State Lands Commission (SLC). For further details, 
members are recommended to refer to MISP website. From 1 January 2021, regulations require 
the annual submission of the MISP Annual Vessel Reporting Form (AVRF) to be made through 
the web-based platform MISP.IO at least 24 hours prior to a vessel’s first arrival at a California 
port during each calendar year. 
 

MARINE  
 

 
[Alaska] NOAA will use eDNA to track aggressive European green crab (12/6/20) 
Federal and state fisheries officials are collaborating to track the European green crab, as the 
invasive species which threatens juvenile king crab, juvenile salmon, eelgrass and more, gets 
closer to Alaska. NOAA Fisheries officials said alarm bells went off for fisheries biologists in 
Alaska in July after reports came in that several adult male and female European green crabs 
were spotted on the archipelago of Haida Gwaii, off the coast of Prince Rupert, British 
Columbia, close to Alaska. 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.castanet.net/edition/news-story-318548-61-.htm
https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/amendments-in-californias-marine-invasive-species-program-misp-to-enter-in-force-from-1-january-2021/
https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/amendments-in-californias-marine-invasive-species-program-misp-to-enter-in-force-from-1-january-2021/
https://www.thecordovatimes.com/2020/12/06/noaa-will-use-edna-to-track-aggressive-european-green-crab/
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AQUACULTURE 
 

 
Discovery Islands salmon farms to be phased out of existence over next 18 months (12/17/20) 
The controversial open-net salmon farms in the Discovery Islands near Campbell River, B.C., 
will be phased out over the next 18 months. In making the announcement, Fisheries Minister 
Bernadette Jordan said all 19 farms have to be free of fish by June 30, 2022, when their renewed 
18-month licences expire, and that no new fish can be brought in. Jordan said the decision was 
difficult but reflects the consultations she had with seven First Nations: the Homalco, Klahoose, 
K'ómoks, Kwaikah, Tla'amin, We Wai Kai and Wei Wai Kum. "We heard overwhelmingly from 
First Nations in the area that they do not want these fish farms there," she said. "They feel that 
they should have a say in their territorial waters, and I absolutely agree with them." 
 

 
 
 

FISH 
 

 
Giant goldfish – 9 pounds! – discovered in small lake (12/8/20)  
Biologists conducting studies on Oak Grove Lake in South Carolina discovered a 9-pound 
goldfish that had been residing in the lake for an unknown period. 
 

 
AQUATIC PLANTS 

 
 
 
 

FRESHWATER 
 

 
Dexter E, Katz SL, Bollens SM, Rollwagen-Bollens G, Hampton SE (2020) Modeling the 
trophic impacts of invasive zooplankton in a highly invaded river. PLoS ONE 15(12): e0243002. 
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0243002 
 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

 
2020 Arctic Report Card: ‘Transformation To Warmer, Less Frozen, Biologically Changed 
Region Well Underway’ (12/11/20) 
NOAA’s 15th Arctic Report Card catalogs for 2020 the numerous ways that climate change 
continues to disrupt the polar region, with second-highest air temperatures and second-lowest 

https://ca.news.yahoo.com/discovery-islands-salmon-farms-phased-213000148.html
https://ftw.usatoday.com/2020/12/giant-goldfish-discovered-south-carolina-lake
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0243002
https://www.cbbulletin.com/2020-arctic-report-card-transformation-to-warmer-less-frozen-biologically-changed-region-well-underway/
https://www.cbbulletin.com/2020-arctic-report-card-transformation-to-warmer-less-frozen-biologically-changed-region-well-underway/
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summer sea ice driving a cascade of impacts, including the loss of snow and extraordinary 
wildfires in northern Russia.  The Arctic Report Card is an annual compilation of original, peer-
reviewed environmental observations and analyses of a region undergoing rapid and dramatic 
alterations to weather, climate, oceanic, and land conditions. Compiled by 133 scientists from 15 
countries, the 2020 report card tracks environmental indicators to inform decisions by local, state 
and federal leaders confronting a rapidly changing climate and ecosystems. 

 
OTHER 

 
 
Florida scientists to study if it's safe to eat pythons (12/20/20) 
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission is collaborating with the Florida 
Department of Health to investigate the mercury levels in pythons to determine if they can be 
safely consumed. If so, the snakes may soon end up on restaurant menus and dinner tables across 
the state. 

 
JOBS/GRANTS 

 
BLM Fish Biologist: The Cascades Field Office is recruiting for their vacant GS-0482-9/11 Fish 
Biologist position. It will be open from 12/16/20-12/23/20 on USA jobs. If you are interested, 
please follow the below links to apply. Please share throughout your contacts. 
Merit: https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/587053700 
DEU/Public: https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/587053600 
 
John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship Program 
The Knauss Fellowship provides a unique educational experience to graduate students who have 
an interest in ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources and in the national policy decisions 
affecting those resources. 
The program, which is sponsored by the NOAA's National Sea Grant College Program, matches 
highly qualified graduate students with hosts in the legislative and executive branches of 
government located in the Washington, D.C. area for a one-year paid fellowship. 
Past fellows have developed successful careers in a variety of sectors, including government, 
academia, consulting, private companies, and nonprofit. 
To apply please visit the California Sea Grant website (or your local Sea Grant program if not in 
California). Deadline: The deadline for application to California Sea Grant is 5 pm Pacific 
Standard Time, February 19, 2021 
 
WDFW accepting applications for ALEA volunteer grants 
Beginning Dec. 1, the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) will begin 
accepting grant applications for volunteer projects that benefit the state’s fish and wildlife 
resources and the public’s enjoyment of them. 
WDFW estimates having approximately $867,000 available for grants funded through the state’s 
Aquatic Land Enhancement Account (ALEA) for projects occurring between July 1, 2021 
through June 30, 2023. Applicants should be aware that the ALEA program may see its funding 
reduced or eliminated as part of budget reductions due to decreased state revenues resulting from 

https://abc7chicago.com/pythons-florida-scientist-invasive-species/8929178/
https://abc7chicago.com/pythons-florida-scientist-invasive-species/8929178/
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/587053700
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/587053600
https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/fellowships/john-a-knauss-marine-policy-fellowship
https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/fellowships/john-a-knauss-marine-policy-fellowship
https://wdfw.wa.gov/news/wdfw-will-accept-applications-alea-volunteer-grants-4
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the COVID-19 pandemic. The final amount available will be subject to legislative appropriation 
and won’t be finalized until the 2021 legislative session. 
The program funds five major types of projects, although other project types may be considered. 
Project types include habitat restoration, scientific research/citizen science, public education and 
outreach, facility development and artificial fish production. 
 
California Sea Grant: 2021 Delta Science Awards  
Notice of Funding Opportunity: Deadline February 12, 2021 
The Delta Stewardship Council, through its Delta Science Program, and the United States 
Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) are now accepting Letters of Intent for high-quality social and 
biophysical science studies in the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta that advance the 2017-2021 
Science Action Agenda. This solicitation is expected to result in up to $9 million in awards for 
research projects with direct management relevance. Two proposal categories will be considered: 
(1) Research Awards and (2) Integrated Socio-Ecological Systems Awards. The Delta 
Stewardship Council is partnering with California Sea Grant for the proposal submission, review 
process, and stakeholder engagement of funded work. 
 
The Lake Superior Research Institute - Great Waters Research Collaborative and the U.S. 
Department of Transportation Maritime Administration are seeking proposals for work under 
Research Area 1 – Project 3 of the Great Lakes Ballast Water Research and Development Plan 
(PDF, 56 pp). 
The goal of the Shipboard Ballast Water Management System (BWMS) Evaluation Project is to 
increase the publicly-available data on BWMS performance under real-world operational 
conditions and in a variety of Great Lakes commercial ports. 
A total of $1,825,000 is being offered. Funding will support shipboard platforms and BWMS 
manufacturers interested in partnering to determine the biological and operational effectiveness 
of market-ready and type-approved BWMS onboard vessels operating within the Great Lakes 
System.  Funding is provided by the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. 
Proposals are due Feb. 11, 2021 by 5:00 pm Central. 
Email proposals to gwrc@uwsuper.edu  
Please see the full RFP (PDF, 8 pp) for more information on how to submit a proposal, funding, 
applicant selection, and the proposed work timeline for selected applicants. 
 
 
SAVE-THE-DATE GRANT ANNOUNCEMENT 
California State Parks Division of Boating and Waterways (DBW) expects to open the 
application window for the 2021 Quagga and Zebra Mussel Infestation Prevention Program 
Grant Cycle in March 2021, subject to available funds. 
Minimum Eligibility Requirements: 
Grant applicant must own/manage any aspect of the water 
in a reservoir where recreational activities are permitted; 
Grant applicant must demonstrate that the reservoir is uninfested with dreissenid mussels; and 
the reservoir must be open to the public. 
To demonstrate that the reservoir is uninfested, applicants must provide mussel monitoring data 
collected since March 2020. Monitoring data can be from surface surveys, artificial substrates, 
and plankton tows. 

https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/grants-and-funding/2021-delta-science-awards
https://www.glri.us/node/352
https://www.glri.us/node/352
https://www.uwsuper.edu/lsri/gwrc/gllcisp/upload/MARAD_Great-Lakes-Ballast-Water-RD-Plan_v4_FINAL_NoAppendix.pdf
https://www.uwsuper.edu/lsri/gwrc/gllcisp/upload/MARAD_Great-Lakes-Ballast-Water-RD-Plan_v4_FINAL_NoAppendix.pdf


Return to top 
 

9 

• Tier 2 Implementation Grant: 
To be eligible for an implementation grant, applicants must provide a letter from the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) at the time of application that states 
CDFW has reviewed and accepted a prevention plan for the reservoir (per Fish and 
Game Code Section 2302 and California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 
672.1(b)). Funding may also be used towards monitoring. 

  
• Tier 1 Planning and Assessment Grant: 

Applicants that do not already have a CDFW-accepted prevention plan can apply for a 
planning and assessment grant in order to develop a CDFW-accepted prevention plan for 
the reservoir. Funding may also be used towards monitoring. 

  
For questions regarding quagga/zebra mussel monitoring, or for prevention planning, including 
how to obtain a letter from CDFW, contact CDFW at Invasives@wildlife.ca.gov or Telephone: 
(866) 440-9530. 
  
A Solicitation Notice including specific dates and application information will be sent prior to 
opening of the grant application window. The notice will also be posted on the DBW website. 
 

 
FEDERAL/STATE/PROVINCIAL  

LEGISLATION, RULES, ACTIONS 
 

 

State/Province 
 
Okanagan-Shuswap MP advocates for aquatic invasive species funding (12/18/20) 
COVID-19 has created a pandemic and economic crisis facing Canada, but MP Mel Arnold is 
hopeful that won’t overshadow funds needed for the invasive mussels prevention and monitoring 
programs required to protect the Okanagan and Shuswap watersheds. Arnold, the Conservative 
MP for North Okanagan-Shuswap, says the billions spent dealing with the impact of COVID is 
needed to keep the economy going and look after people in need. “But, I hope funding for 
invasive mussels isn’t going to be affected by that. If we don’t make the investment in 
prevention now the impact will be significantly more down the road,” he said. Arnold said the 
discovery of an infestation of invasive clams in Shuswap Lake in September should be a 
reminder of the importance to not lower our guard about invasive mussels. 

Judicial 
 
 
 
 
 

http://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28822
https://www.bclocalnews.com/news/okanagan-shuswap-mp-advocates-for-aquatic-invasive-species-funding/
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Executive 
 

 
Conservation groups say EPA proposal fails to protect the Great Lakes (12/6/20) 
If they choose to do so, the governors of the Great Lakes have less than three weeks to object to 
an Environmental Protection Agency proposal. That proposal would exempt cargo ships that 
only travel in the Great Lakes from having to treat ballast water to stop the spread of aquatic 
invasive species. For years, the Great Lakes shippers say they were not responsible for invasive 
species; it was the ocean-going cargo ships that were the problem. But a study by the Great 
Waters Research Collaborative at the University of Wisconsin-Superior found the Great Lakes-
only shippers were spreading aquatic invasive species from one lake to others. 

 
 

Transition 
 
 
Biden to nominate Rep. Deb Haaland for Interior Department (12/17/20)  
President-elect Joe Biden will nominate New Mexico Rep. Deb Haaland to lead the Interior 
Department, according to people familiar the Biden transition team's plans, a selection that 
would make her the first Native American Cabinet secretary in U.S. history. If confirmed, 
Haaland would also play a crucial role in following through on Biden’s vows to move the federal 
government away from fossil fuels and restore environmental protections on public lands after 
President Donald Trump's drive to expand drilling, mining and logging. 

 
 

Congressional 
 
 
US Rep. Gabbard Introduces Bill To Protect Hawai‘i’s Vital Ecosystems from Invasive Species 
(12/10/20) 
US Rep. Tulsi Gabbard (HI-02) introduced the Areawide Integrated Pest Management Act, 
H.R.8887, which would create a framework within the US Department of Agriculture’s National 
Institute of Food and Agriculture Crop and Pest Management Program to support farmers, 
ranchers and land managers in pursuit of long-term and sustainable solutions to fighting invasive 
species. 
 
Congress approves major boost in Great Lakes funding (12/20/20) 
Ten months after being approved in U.S. House with heavy bipartisan support, the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative Act [H.R.4031]  has passed the Senate and is headed for President Donald 
Trump’s desk. 

Appropriations 

House Democrats File Omnibus Spending Bill (12/21/20) 
WASHINGTON — House Appropriations Committee Chairwoman Nita M. Lowey (D-NY) 
today released the text of an omnibus spending bill consisting of all 12 fiscal year 2021 

https://www.michiganradio.org/post/conservation-groups-say-epa-proposal-fails-protect-great-lakes
https://minds.wisconsin.edu/handle/1793/78497
https://www.uwsuper.edu/lsri/gwrc/index.cfm
https://www.uwsuper.edu/lsri/gwrc/index.cfm
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjSxdv3m-DtAhUxMX0KHW-1BC8QFjAGegQICRAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.politico.com%2Fnews%2F2020%2F12%2F17%2Fbiden-taps-rep-deb-haaland-for-interior-department-447808&usg=AOvVaw2YZT0d1qYq-C2hZaRezqow
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjSxdv3m-DtAhUxMX0KHW-1BC8QFjAGegQICRAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.politico.com%2Fnews%2F2020%2F12%2F17%2Fbiden-taps-rep-deb-haaland-for-interior-department-447808&usg=AOvVaw2YZT0d1qYq-C2hZaRezqow
https://mauinow.com/2020/12/10/us-rep-gabbard-introduces-bill-to-protect-hawaiis-vital-ecosystems-from-invasive-species/
https://mauinow.com/2020/12/10/us-rep-gabbard-introduces-bill-to-protect-hawaiis-vital-ecosystems-from-invasive-species/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/8887
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2020/12/congress-approves-major-boost-in-great-lakes-funding.html
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/4031?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22GLRI%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/house-democrats-file-omnibus-spending-bill
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appropriations bills, coronavirus relief, and authorizations. The legislation, a product of 
bipartisan, bicameral negotiations, is expected to be considered in the House today. The spending 
package also includes a number of other matters outside the Appropriations Committee’s 
jurisdiction and negotiated by bipartisan, bicameral leadership. 

The text of the spending package, H.R. 133, is available here. The joint explanatory statement for 
Front Matter is here, Division A here, Division B here, Division C here, Division D here, 
Division E here, Division F here, Division G here, Division H here, Division I here, Division 
J here, Division K here, and Division L  here. A division-by-division summary of the 
appropriations provisions is here. A division-by-division summary of the coronavirus relief 
provisions is here. A division-by-division of the authorizing matters is here. 

WRDA Included: Included in the final omnibus bill is the "Water Resources Development Act 
of 2020," S. 1811. For AIS language in the bill,  see SEC. 505. INVASIVE SPECIES 
MITIGATION AND REDUCTION.(Page 4062). AIS Details in  S. 1811 are also summarized in 
the  December 7 AIS News 
 

Related: Congress unveils $2.3 trillion government spending and virus relief package  
(12/21/20): …Trump is expected to sign the legislation, despite his assertion in 2017 that he 
would never again sign a massive, last-minute spending package made public briefly before 
passage. 

****We will have more details on the FY 21 Omnibus in the next AIS NEWS*** 
 

 
An AIS federal legislative table is posted on the web on the www.westernais.org 

website. Go to https://www.westernais.org/regulations and scroll all the way to the bottom 
 

 
TRAININGS, WEBINARS, CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS 

 
 

Archived Materials 
 
 

Events: Webinars, Trainings, Conferences and Meetings 
 

 
Watercraft Inspection Training 

 
For more information go to https://www.westernais.org/ (under the “Training” tab) or contact 

Quagga D @ (702)236-3814 or quaggadee@cox.net 

https://rules.house.gov/sites/democrats.rules.house.gov/files/BILLS-116HR133SA-RCP-116-68.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20201221/BILLS-116RCP68-JES-FRONT.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20201221/BILLS-116RCP68-JES-DIVISION-A.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20201221/BILLS-116RCP68-JES-DIVISION-B.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20201221/BILLS-116RCP68-JES-DIVISION-C.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20201221/BILLS-116RCP68-JES-DIVISION-D.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20201221/BILLS-116RCP68-JES-DIVISION-E.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20201221/BILLS-116RCP68-JES-DIVISION-F.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20201221/BILLS-116RCP68-JES-DIVISION-G.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20201221/BILLS-116RCP68-JES-DIVISION-H.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20201221/BILLS-116RCP68-JES-DIVISION-I.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20201221/BILLS-116RCP68-JES-DIVISION-J.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20201221/BILLS-116RCP68-JES-DIVISION-K.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20201221/BILLS-116RCP68-JES-DIVISION-L.pdf
https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/democrats.appropriations.house.gov/files/Summary%20of%20H.R.%20133%20Appropriations%20Provisions.pdf
https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/democrats.appropriations.house.gov/files/Summary%20of%20H.R.%20133%20Coronavirus%20Relief%20Provisions.pdf
https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/democrats.appropriations.house.gov/files/Summary%20of%20H.R.%20133%20Authorizing%20Matters.pdf
https://rules.house.gov/sites/democrats.rules.house.gov/files/BILLS-116HR133SA-RCP-116-68.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/1811/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22S+1811%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=4
https://ec8c3022-1480-4580-96c0-98958d49781f.filesusr.com/ugd/bb76e5_d626abf612564157b312115993394fc8.pdf
https://thehill.com/policy/finance/531164-congress-unveils-23-trillion-government-spending-and-virus-relief-package
https://thehill.com/policy/finance/531164-congress-unveils-23-trillion-government-spending-and-virus-relief-package
http://www.westernais.org/
https://www.westernais.org/regulations
https://www.westernais.org/
mailto:quaggadee@cox.net
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Because of concerns due to the rapid spread of COVID-19 upcoming meetings 
and events listed below may be postponed, cancelled or converted to 

teleconferencing events. Please check directly with the organizers of these 
events for the most up-to-date information. Stay at home if you can, wear a 

mask, and help flatten the curve.  

2021 
 

January 
 

Please join the USFWS on Wednesday, January 6th, (11:000 AM – 12:00 PM – Pacific) to 
continue the discussion on the scope of our horizon scan for the Pacific Northwest. We will take 
your responses to the questionnaire (linked here) as our starting point, and aim to achieve 
consensus by the end of the discussion on geographic, pathway, and taxonomic priorities for this 
project.  If you are not able to join, please make sure to submit your responses to the 
questionnaire and then look for an email after the January 6 call that summarizes the consensus 
reached. Questions: theresa_thom@fws.gov (Archived materials:  We held an initial kickoff 
webinar on November 19, 2020 with a brief discussion about the scope and opportunities of 
horizon scanning for potential new aquatic invaders to the Pacific Northwest. If you were unable 
to join the meeting or would like to re-watch the presentation, you can find the recording here: 
https://fileshare.fws.gov/?linkid=KZi4zr6VWWXoVOWYE/Q/mpp3biNSbbZp8YDODS6ncAG
bVD1e4ch9Tw (link to download .mp4 file) 
 

 
Webinar: HMSC Research Seminar-European Green Crabs in Oregon: are they now established? 
Speaker: Sylvia Yamada, Dept of Integrative Biology, Oregon State University 
Thursday, January 14, 2021 at 3:30pm to 4:30pm PST 

 
February 

 
The Upper Columbia United Tribes (UCUT) would like you to save the date for an informational 

and interactive kick-off to start a regional discussion and forum for Northern Pike. This forum 
has the potential to be a space for policy and technical experts in Washington, Oregon, Idaho, 
Montana, British Columbia, and Alaska, who are or have the potential to be impacted by non-

native Northern Pike, to share information and begin discussions on forming a regional Northern 
Pike taskforce as recommended by the Independent Scientific Review Panel and the Salmon 

Recovery Funding Board. 
We plan to hold this meeting on February 17, 2021 from 9am to noon. We will be in touch in the 
new year with additional information. If you would like to be added to the distribution list for the 
invite that will come in January, please email Laura Robinson laura@ucut-nsn.org and she will 

add you to the mailing list. 
 

Columbia Gorge 10th Annual Invasive Species and Exotic Pest Workshop! 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=urWTBhhLe02TQfMvQApUlF7nnA2tyxNIoFS-4OPsUxBUNDRSNkY5Q01NTDJZN0tQNFpOSjAySEtDOC4u
mailto:theresa_thom@fws.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffileshare.fws.gov%2F%3Flinkid%3DKZi4zr6VWWXoVOWYE%2FQ%2Fmpp3biNSbbZp8YDODS6ncAGbVD1e4ch9Tw&data=04%7C01%7Ctheresa_thom%40fws.gov%7Cf6b6146b88204213030208d88d9d95b0%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C637415055254630941%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=bQ%2F8GhHpooIvRUC%2Fd1cUi%2Fb7mXuZfysCesyeHfe9hkU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ffileshare.fws.gov%2F%3Flinkid%3DKZi4zr6VWWXoVOWYE%2FQ%2Fmpp3biNSbbZp8YDODS6ncAGbVD1e4ch9Tw&data=04%7C01%7Ctheresa_thom%40fws.gov%7Cf6b6146b88204213030208d88d9d95b0%7C0693b5ba4b184d7b9341f32f400a5494%7C0%7C0%7C637415055254630941%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=bQ%2F8GhHpooIvRUC%2Fd1cUi%2Fb7mXuZfysCesyeHfe9hkU%3D&reserved=0
https://events.oregonstate.edu/event/hmsc_research_seminar-sylvia_yamada_dept_of_integrative_biology_oregon_state_university?utm_campaign=widget&utm_medium=widget&utm_source=Oregon+State+University+%2F+Newport#.X-D6DC3Mwxc
https://events.oregonstate.edu/event/hmsc_research_seminar-sylvia_yamada_dept_of_integrative_biology_oregon_state_university?utm_campaign=widget&utm_medium=widget&utm_source=Oregon+State+University+%2F+Newport#.X-D6DC3Mwxc
https://ucut.org/
mailto:laura@ucut-nsn.org
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/eventa/
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 Co-hosted with the United States Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, the Washington Invasive Species Council, and Washington State University 
Extension, the Columbia Gorge CWMA is excited to announce that our annual invasive species 
symposium is scheduled for February 25th, 2021 as a webinar. 

 
March  

 
2021 10th International IPM Symposium 
Date: Mar 15, 2021 to Mar 18, 2021 
Venue: Sheraton Denver Downtown Hotel 
Location: Denver, Colorado  
Contact: Michelle Marquart 
Phone: 217-244-8174 
Email: mmarqua2@illinois.edu 
Notes: Theme: Implementing IPM Across Borders and Disciplines 

 
April 

 
2021 Second International Congress of Biological Control (ICBC2) 
Date: Apr 26, 2021 to Apr 30, 2021 
Sponsor: International Organisation for Biological Control (IOBC) and CAB International 
(CABI) 
Venue: Congress Center Davos 
Location: Davos, Switzerland 
Email: info@iobc-icbc.com 
 

 
May 

 
International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions XI Annapolis, Maryland, USA, May 10-14, 
2021.  The Society for the Study of Marine Bioinvasions (SSMB) is excited to invite you to 
attend the XIth International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions in Annapolis, Maryland, USA. 
The meeting dates will be May 10-14th, 2021 (including associated activities), and the 
conference will be hosted by the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center’s Marine 
Invasions Lab. We are actively working with the SSMB Scientific Steering Committee to create 
a stimulating and productive program. Information on meeting themes, guest speakers, special 
events, student travel funds, and local attractions will be posted on our website over the coming 
months: http://www.marinebioinvasions.info 
 
The North American Invasive Species Forum, currently scheduled from   May 18 - 20, 2021 in 
Montreal, is an international event encompassing the interests of professionals and organizations 
involved in invasive species management, research, and regulation across North America. The 
Forum will bring together the international invasive species community and will highlight new 
research, emerging issues, success stories and prevention and response initiatives from across 
Canada, Mexico and the U.S.. The forum will also build on the previous North American 
Invasive Species Forum held in 2017. The Canadian Council on Invasive Species is hosting this 

https://ipmsymposium.org/2021/
https://www.iobc-icbc.com/
https://www.marinebioinvasions.info/
http://www.marinebioinvasions.info/
https://canadainvasives.ca/


Return to top 
 

14 

Forum with the support of, and guidance from, an international steering committee representing 
the U.S., Canada, and Mexico. 

 
August 

 
2021 Pacific NorthWest Economic Region 30th Annual Summit 
Date: Aug 15, 2021 to Aug 19, 2021 
Venue: Big Sky Resort 
Location: Big Sky, Montana  
Notes: Rescheduled from 2020 to 2021. 

 
 

October  

World Fisheries Congress 11-15 October, 2021 Adelaide, Australia 

November 

  
Innovations in Invasive Species Management Conference and Training 
We welcome everyone back to the Gaylord Opryland Resort and Convention Center in 
Nashville, TN for the 4th annual 2021 Innovations in Invasive Species Conference. 
When: November 29th through December 2nd, 2021 

 

_______________ 

 Linda Graf 
 
TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org. AIS NEWS 
was compiled by Robyn Draheim and Stephen Phillips. Past issues of AIS NEWS can be found @ 
http://www.westernais.org/   under the “News” tab. 

http://www.pnwer.org/2020-summit.html
https://wfc2020.com.au/
https://www.invasiveplantcontrol.com/conference21/
mailto:sphillips@psmfc.org
http://www.westernais.org/
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