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RECOMMENDED  
 

Aquatic hitchhikers: Using mobile technology to predict invasive species 
transmission (9/29/20) 

 
 

 
A cooler full of fish might not be the only thing anglers bring back 
from a trip to the lake. Unknowingly, they may also be transporting 

small aquatic “hitchhikers” that attach themselves to boats, motors ― 
and even fishing gear ―  when moving between bodies of water. 

 
Considerable research shows that aquatic invasive species can 
completely transform ecosystems by introducing disease, out-

competing and eating native species, altering food webs, changing 
physical habitat, devastating water-delivery systems and damaging 

economies. Furthermore, once established, eradication of nuisance species is near impossible, 
and management can be extremely difficult and costly. 

 
Although preventative measures have been enacted to reduce their introduction and spread, such 
as mandatory watercraft inspections, educational programs and even dogs trained in sniffing out 
invasive species, these aquatic stowaways still manage to find their way into new water bodies 

around the country. 

https://www.washington.edu/news/2020/09/29/aquatic-hitchhikers-using-mobile-technology-to-predict-invasive-species-transmission/
https://www.washington.edu/news/2020/09/29/aquatic-hitchhikers-using-mobile-technology-to-predict-invasive-species-transmission/
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One of the many challenges is identifying how these species spread through human movement. 
A new University of Washington study uses passive data from a fishing technology company to 

model the movement of anglers and predict where aquatic invasives may be spreading. The 
findings were published Sept. 2 in the journal NeoBiota. 

[Full article] 
 

… 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) would like to notify you that a pre-
publication version of the proposed rule “Vessel Incidental Discharge National Standards of 

Performance” is available on the EPA Commercial Vessel Discharges webpage. This proposed 
rule, under the Vessel Incidental Discharge Act, would establish national standards of 

performance for marine pollution control devices for discharges incidental to the normal 
operation of primarily commercial vessels. 

 
EPA Administrator Andrew Wheeler signed the proposed rule on October 5, 2020, and EPA is 

submitting it for publication in the Federal Register (FR). EPA is providing this document solely 
for the convenience of interested parties. The official version will be published in a forthcoming 

FR publication, which will appear on the Government Printing Office's website 
(https://www.govinfo.gov/app/collection/fr) and in the rulemaking docket 

at regulations.gov under Docket No. EPA-HQ-OW-2019-0482. 
EPA will be hosting a series of virtual public meetings in late October/early November on the 

proposed national standards of performance. Information on those meetings will be posted soon 
on EPA’s VIDA webpages. 

 
On Nov. 4 (at 1100 CST) Jack Faulk of EPA will provide an update on its Notice of Proposed 

Rulemaking, a preliminary copy of which was posted for public information.  
More information here.  

 
--- 

 
NOAA Posts Notice of Intent to Develop 

an EIS for a Southern California Fish Farm 
  

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) published today a Notice of 
Intent (NOI) to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed development 
of a commercial-scale finfish aquaculture facility to be located in Federal waters off the coast of 

southern California. The proposed facility would require two Federal permits: A Section 402 
Clean Water Act (CWA) permit, and a Section 10 Rivers and Harbor Act (RHA) permit, over 
which the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

(USACE), respectively, have authority. 
  

https://neobiota.pensoft.net/article/54579/
https://www.washington.edu/news/2020/09/29/aquatic-hitchhikers-using-mobile-technology-to-predict-invasive-species-transmission/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Fvessels-marinas-and-ports%2Fcommercial-vessel-discharge-standards&data=02%7C01%7Callen.pleus%40dfw.wa.gov%7C26608d632acd40fa861108d86a2e2203%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637376093958160705&sdata=i8uSVKaWPIbeyPFZCMlLTahSgLkEiztrgw4dP8Brgzg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.congress.gov%2F115%2Fbills%2Fs140%2FBILLS-115s140enr.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Callen.pleus%40dfw.wa.gov%7C26608d632acd40fa861108d86a2e2203%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637376093958160705&sdata=urQlhvlriV9L5tXYFzAylTmWZEeJGwHPgGmG7kC1jL4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.govinfo.gov%2Fapp%2Fcollection%2Ffr&data=02%7C01%7Callen.pleus%40dfw.wa.gov%7C26608d632acd40fa861108d86a2e2203%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637376093958170670&sdata=Wbe3T3HdQWnxgUDOBCUjbtHQCgCQ1m9Y6UITkBAeFeI%3D&reserved=0
http://regulations.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2020-10/documents/vida_2040-af92_nprm_frn_2020-05-10_prepublication.pdf
https://beta.regulations.gov/document/NOAA-NMFS-2020-0117-0001
https://beta.regulations.gov/document/NOAA-NMFS-2020-0117-0001
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The EPA and USACE will act as cooperating agencies for purposes of this EIS. This NOI 
initiates the public scoping process for the EIS during which time interested parties are invited to 
provide comments on the proposed project, its potential to effect the human environment, means 

for avoiding, minimizing, or mitigating those effects, the preliminary reasonable range of 
alternatives, and any additional reasonable alternatives that should be considered. 

  
DATES:  

Written comments on the scope of the analysis to be considered in the draft EIS must be 
submitted no later than October 26, 2020. 

  
ADDRESSES:  

You may submit comments by using the Federal e-Rulemaking Portal. Click on 
https://beta.regulations.gov/document/NOAA-NMFS-2020-0117-0001 

 
PUBLIC MEETINGS: 

Public meeting: October 16, 2020 at 1 p.m.– 3 p.m. Pacific Daylight Time.  
The webinar link for October 16, 2020, is https://bit.ly/34sj1UT 

 You may also participate by phone toll-free at 844–621–3956 with access code: 146 738 1449. 
  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Steve Leathery, National NEPA Coordinator, NMFS; phone: 301–427– 8013; email: 

poa.eis@noaa.gov; or visit a website dedicated to this effort: 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/aquaculture/pacific-ocean-aquafarms-environmental-

impact-statement 
 

--- 
 

Government of Canada Launches Public Engagement on First-Ever Aquaculture Act 
From: Fisheries and Oceans Canada 

August 17, 2020  
 

Ottawa, ON - Sustainable aquaculture is a cornerstone of Canada’s fish and seafood sector, 
playing an important role in the country’s food security and helping drive economic growth, 

particularly in rural, coastal, and Indigenous communities. 
 

Today, the Minister of Fisheries, Oceans, and the Canadian Coast Guard, the Honourable 
Bernadette Jordan, launched the next phase of the Government’s public engagement on the first-
ever Aquaculture Act. The proposed Act will provide more clarity and certainty as this industry 

continues to develop across Canada, while respecting federal, provincial, and territorial 
jurisdictions. 

 
A discussion paper providing background on aquaculture in Canada, rationale for the proposed 
legislation and an overview of the elements proposed for the new Act, is now available online 

with key questions to guide feedback to the Government on this important initiative. The public 
is invited to visit https://dfo-mpo.gc.ca/aquaculture/act-loi/consultations-eng.html  and will have 

until January 15, 2021 to participate in this round of consultation. 

https://beta.regulations.gov/document/NOAA-NMFS-2020-0117-0001
https://bit.ly/34sj1UT
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/aquaculture/pacific-ocean-aquafarms-environmental-impact-statement
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/aquaculture/pacific-ocean-aquafarms-environmental-impact-statement
https://www.canada.ca/en/fisheries-oceans/news/2020/08/government-of-canada-launches-public-engagement-on-first-ever-aquaculture-act.html
https://dfo-mpo.gc.ca/aquaculture/act-loi/consultations-eng.html
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--- 

 
[Texas] Changes proposed to Texas Exotic Aquatic Species regulations (8/28/20) 

The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department is proposing changes to regulations regarding harmful 
or potentially harmful fish, shellfish and aquatic plants. The proposed changes significantly 

reorganize the existing rules to enhance accessibility, meet the changing needs of the regulated 
community, and address current and potential future threats posed by these exotic species. 

The proposed rules will be published in the Texas Register no later than Friday, Oct. 2. At that 
time, comments on the changes can be provided on the TPWD public comment page until 

Monday, Nov. 9. 
 

--- 
 

USACE: Proposal To Reissue and Modify Nationwide Permits 
Action 

Notice of proposed rulemaking 
 

Summary 
Nationwide Permits (NWPs) authorize certain activities under Section 404 of the Clean Water 
Act and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

(Corps) is proposing to reissue its existing NWPs and associated general conditions and 
definitions, with some modifications. We are also proposing to issue five new NWPs. Two of 
those proposed new NWPs would authorize certain categories of mariculture activities (i.e., 

seaweed and finfish mariculture) that are not authorized by NWP 48. We are proposing to divide 
the current NWP that authorizes utility line activities (NWP 12) into three separate NWPs that 

address the differences in how different linear projects are constructed, the substances they 
convey, and the different standards and best management practices that help ensure those NWPs 

authorize only those activities that have no more than minimal adverse environmental effects. 
Specifically, we are proposing to modify the current utility line NWP 12 to authorize only oil 

and natural gas pipeline activities. Two proposed new NWPs would authorize activities 
associated with the construction, maintenance, repair, and removal of electric utility 

lines/telecommunication lines and utility lines that convey water, sewage, and other substances. 
The fifth proposed new NWP would authorize discharges of dredged or fill material into 
jurisdictional waters for the construction, expansion, and maintenance of water reuse and 

reclamation facilities. We are proposing these modifications to simplify and clarify the NWPs, 
reduce burdens on the regulated public, and continue to comply with the statutory requirement 

that these NWPs authorize only activities with no more than minimal individual and cumulative 
adverse environmental effects. The Corps is requesting comment on all aspects of these proposed 

nationwide permits. 
Dates 

Submit comments on or before November 16, 2020. 
Addresses 

You may submit comments, identified by docket number COE-2020-0002 and/or RIN 0710-
AA84, by any of the following methods: 

Federal Rulemaking Portal: http://www.regulations.gov 

https://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/releases/?req=20200828b
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/feedback/public_comment/
https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=COE-2020-0002-0001
http://www.regulations.gov/
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 Follow the instructions for submitting comments. 
Email: nationwidepermits2020@usace.army.mil. Include the docket number, COE-2020-0002, 

in the subject line of the message. 
Mail: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Attn: CECW-CO-R, 441 G Street NW, Washington, DC 

20314-1000. 
 
    

NEW SPECIES SIGHTINGS 
 

Want to get more new species alerts? 
USGS NAS: https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx 

IMAP INVASIVES: https://www.imapinvasives.org 
 

DREISSENIDS 
 
Minnesota: 
Zebra mussels confirmed in Big Lake and Mitchell Lake in Sherburne County (10/15/20) 
Zebra mussels confirmed in Piersons Lake in Carver County (10/8/20) 
Zebra mussels confirmed in Lake Minnie-Belle in Meeker County (10/5/20) 
Zebra mussels confirmed in Pleasant Lake in Wright County (9/28/20) 
 

OTHER AIS 

 

WATCH LIST 
 
Help the DFO by spotting the invasive European green crab in B.C. waters (7/25/20) 
… sightings can be reported to the DFO at AISPACIFIC@dfo-mpo.gc.ca in the Pacific region. 
Those reporting are encouraged to submit a photograph, a GPS location and date of sighting, and 
a note of any distinguishing features… 

 
Asian giant hornet stakeholder update #13 – October 7, 2020    
 
Oregon nursery finds destructive spotted lanternfly, first ever reported in Oregon (10/8/20) 
A dead spotted lanternfly (SLF), Lycorma delicatula, was found in a shipment of planters and 
ceramic pots sent to Oregon from Pennsylvania. Recently, a nursery in the Corvallis area found 
the dead female specimen and called the Oregon Department of Agriculture (ODA) Insect Pest 
Prevention and Management Program (1-800-525-0137) to report. 
 

 
 
 
 

https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx
https://www.imapinvasives.org/
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/news/2020/10/15/zebra-mussels-confirmed-big-lake-and-mitchell-lake-sherburne-county
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/news/2020/10/08/zebra-mussels-confirmed-piersons-lake-carver-county
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/news/2020/10/05/zebra-mussels-confirmed-lake-minnie-belle-meeker-county
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/news/2020/09/28/zebra-mussels-confirmed-pleasant-lake-wright-county
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/invasive-green-crab-1.5659843
https://cms.agr.wa.gov/WSDAKentico/Documents/PP/PestProgram/AGHStakeholderUpdate13.pdf
https://odanews.wpengine.com/oregon-nursery-finds-destructive-spotted-lanternfly-first-ever-reported-in-oregon/
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DREISSENID MUSSELS
 

 
[Colorado] Mussel-sniffing dogs on display to help prevent invasive species spread (10/13/20) 
The Seaplane Pilots Association sponsored a mussel-detecting dog demo at Cherry Creek State 
Park. They are doing it to raise awareness of what they say could be a bad situation. 
“Quagga” and “zebra” are part of the dreissenid family of mussels and they are not welcome in 
Colorado. “Mussels are bad for Colorado because they mess up the water,” said Ray Hawkins, 
the Colorado Seaplane Pilots Association’s field director. 
 
Scientists learn how other invaders keep foreign mussels in Lake Michigan in check (10/9/20) 
A patch of bare rocks studied last summer in Lake Michigan revealed threats to the invasive 
mussels that for years have disrupted the Great Lakes ecosystem. These clamlike creatures 
brought to the Great Lakes by ships in their ballast water have killed native mussels, altered food 
dynamics and affected phosphorus cycling in Lake Michigan, according to a recent study in the 
journal Ecological Modelling by scientists and engineers from the University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee and the University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science.  
 
NOAA Podcast: The Microplastic-Mussel Connection  
In this episode, we hear about a NOAA-funded study that asked an interesting question: what if 
mussels could be used to learn more about microplastic pollution in our waterways? NOAA 
already runs a program that monitors chemical contaminants in our coastal waterways and Great 
Lakes by sampling mussels and oysters, called the Mussel Watch program. So wouldn’t it be 
great to tap into Mussel Watch to also learn more about plastics in our environment? Spoiler 
alert: the study didn’t turn out quite as expected. This is part one of a two-part episode. 
 
[Montana] Dive team created to fight aquatic invasive species (10/8/20) 
Aquatic invasive species are like the COVID-19 of streams and lakes. It takes only one 
watercraft to become a super spreader, introducing an invader like Eurasian watermilfoil or zebra 
mussels to a waterway. When an invader is detected, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks now has 
an “A Team” it can call. Last year the group created a six-member dive team pulling volunteers 
from across its Aquatic Invasive Species staff. Prior to that, the agency used the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service’s divers for mussel-type events, but it can take time for them to assemble and 
drive to Montana when time is of the essence. 
 
Petsch, D.K., Ribas, L.G., Mantovano, T. et al. Invasive potential of golden and zebra mussels in 
present and future climatic scenarios in the new world. Hydrobiologia (2020). 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10750-020-04412-w [$] 
 

 
BOAT INSPECTION/DECON/TECH NEWS 

 
 
Invasive zebra mussels found on boat during Idaho inspection (10/13/20) 
Idaho watercraft inspectors have identified  zebra mussels on a commercially hauled sailboat 
destined for Lake Coeur d’Alene in the state’s northern panhandle, marking the first time the 

https://kdvr.com/news/local/mussel-sniffing-dogs-on-display-to-help-prevent-invasive-species-spread/
https://news.jrn.msu.edu/2020/10/scientists-learn-how-other-invaders-keep-foreign-mussels-in-lake-michigan-in-check/
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/podcast/sep20/nop39-microplastic-mussels-part-one.html
https://billingsgazette.com/lifestyles/recreation/dive-team-created-to-fight-aquatic-invasive-species/article_1c061982-1929-5d38-bc22-59ff1648405d.html
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10750-020-04412-w
https://www.capitalpress.com/ag_sectors/water/invasive-zebra-mussels-found-on-boat-during-idaho-inspection/article_01a67ac2-0d7b-11eb-bf1d-eb421bd579b2.html
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invasive species has been found live this year. The 40-foot sailboat came from Lake Erie in Ohio 
on Oct. 2. Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks inspectors notified Idaho officials. 
 
Record number of mussel infested boats intercepted across Montana in 2020 (10/13/20) 
The number of mussel infested watercraft entering Montana hit a record high this year, doubling 
the previous high set in 2017 and heightening concerns that destructive zebra/quagga mussels are 
on the verge of contaminating waterways across the Pacific Northwest. On Friday, Montana 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks released a preliminary report cataloguing 34 mussel fouled vessels 
intercepted at inspection stations across the state. The previous record for mussel fouled vessels 
in Montana was 17.  
 
South Dakota is shifting zebra mussel defense (10/2/20) 
South Dakota’s battle against zebra mussels and other invasive aquatic species will focus more 
on defending western reservoirs next year, according to state government’s top fisheries official. 
John Lott laid out the 2021 plan Friday for the South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks Commission. 
He said the emphasis will be on protecting the large western reservoirs of Angostura, Pactola, 
Sheridan, Belle Fourche, and Shadehill. There haven’t been any confirmed discoveries of zebra 
mussels in them. 

 
BALLAST WATER/BIOFOULING 

 
 
Researchers want invasive aquatic critters out of Great Lakes ballast water (10/12/20) 
University of Wisconsin-Superior researchers are trying to figure out how to better regulate 
teeny-tiny invasive organisms that stow away on large vessels traversing the Great Lakes Basin. 
A new chunk of Great Lakes Restoration Initiative funding — about $5 million — is going to the 
university’s Lake Superior Research Institute, which investigates how aquatic invasive species 
infiltrate ecosystems when vessels empty contaminated water from their ballast tanks. “The goal 
is to try to reduce the number of organisms that are being discharged into a port within the Great 
Lakes,” said Kelsey Prihoda, an assistant scientist at the institute in Superior, Wisconsin. 
 
 
The ICM warns of the need to control the arrival of invasive species through maritime traffic 
(10/2/20) 
Last November, a specimen of the tropical species Acanthopagrus bifasciatus was found in the 
breakwater of the port of Barcelona. This was the second confirmed observation of this species 
in the Mediterranean Sea, since it had been already seen in Tunisia in 2014. Experts suggest in a 
new study that the specimen could have reached the Catalan coast through maritime traffic and 
that it is unlikely that this species has settled in the Mediterranean due to the lack of records. 
 
Marine Safety Center receives two new applications for Ballast Water Management System type 
approval (10/5/20) 
The Coast Guard Marine Safety Center received two applications for Ballast Water 
Management System (BWMS) type approval for the SKF BlueSonic BWMS 
manufactured by SKF Marine GmbH, and the PureBallast 2.0 BWMS manufactured by 
Alfa Laval Tumba AB. 

https://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/outdoors/2020/10/13/montana-officials-intercept-invasive-species-quagga-zebra-mussel-infested-boats/5968032002/
https://www.keloland.com/news/capitol-news-bureau/south-dakota-is-shifting-zebra-mussel-defense/
http://greatlakesecho.org/2020/10/12/researchers-want-invasive-aquatic-critters-out-of-great-lakes-ballast-water/
https://www.icm.csic.es/en/news/icm-warns-need-control-arrival-invasive-species-through-maritime-traffic
https://www.icm.csic.es/en/news/icm-warns-need-control-arrival-invasive-species-through-maritime-traffic
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/10/05/marine-safety-center-receives-two-new-applications-for-ballast-water-management-system-type-approval/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/10/05/marine-safety-center-receives-two-new-applications-for-ballast-water-management-system-type-approval/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
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MARINE  
 

 
[British Columbia] ‘One of worst’ invasive crustaceans found on Lower Mainland shoreline 
(10/3/20) 
An invasive crustacean described as one of the world’s top-10 unwanted species has made its 
way to Blackie Spit in South Surrey – as well as other nearby marine habitats – and efforts are 
underway to curtail its spread. The European Green Crab “will eat anything that fits in its 
mouth,” Lori Schlechtleitner – a biologist/ecologist contracted by Friends of Semiahmoo Bay 
Society to set up a local management program – said Sept. 25, during field work in Blackie Spit. 
 
Small, Invasive Sea Animals May Change the Arctic as We Know it (9/30/20) 
So far, foreign species in the Arctic are not as destructible as in more tempered areas, since the 
young do not survive that far north. The trip was thus in vain. “However, the Arctic is warming, 
and it is only a matter of time before southern species survive”, Descoteaux warns. “When that 
happens, the invasive species will live side by side with local species, and perhaps even replace 
them. And that development will have consequences. These little sea babies may change the 
Arctic as we know it”, the researcher says in closing. 
 
Glon, H., Daly, M., Carlton, J.T. et al. Mediators of invasions in the sea: life history strategies 
and dispersal vectors facilitating global sea anemone introductions. Biol Invasions 22, 3195–
3222 (2020). https://doi.org/10.1007/s10530-020-02321-6 
 
Goedknegt, M.A., Buschbaum, C., van der Meer, J. et al. Introduced marine ecosystem engineer 
indirectly affects parasitism in native mussel hosts. Biol Invasions 22, 3223–3237 (2020). 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10530-020-02318-1 
 

 
AQUACULTURE 

 
 
B.C. salmon farms challenge activists’ demands for site closures (9/30/20) 
The BC Salmon Farmers Association is challenging the discussions at an anti-salmon farm press 
conference in North Vancouver on Sept. 22. A broad coalition of First Nations leaders, 
wilderness tourism operators, environmental NGOs, and commercial and sport fishing 
organizations gathered to demand the federal government fulfill a conditional recommendation 
of the Cohen Commission to immediately remove open-net salmon farms from the Discovery 
Islands, and follow through on the promise to abolish all others from B.C. waters by 2025. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bclocalnews.com/news/photos-one-of-worst-invasive-crustaceans-found-on-lower-mainland-shoreline/
https://www.bclocalnews.com/news/photos-one-of-worst-invasive-crustaceans-found-on-lower-mainland-shoreline/
https://www.highnorthnews.com/en/small-invasive-sea-animals-may-change-arctic-we-know-it
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10530-020-02321-6
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10530-020-02318-1
https://www.nsnews.com/news/b-c-salmon-farms-challenge-activists-demands-for-site-closures-1.24212636
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FISH 
 

 
[Illinois] Local refuge installs new equipment that will decrease the population of carp fish 
(9/29/20) 
Emiquon National Wildlife Refuge has a new technology which will cut down on the number of 
carp fish in the river. The objective of the fish ladder is to stop the invasive species from taking 
over our native fish. "We have a sorting box at the end that has the ability to identify what 
species is moving through. If it's a native species it can actually move that species into its desired 
location, but if it identifies Asian carp, or the big headed silver carp, it can chuck them another 
way," said Director of Illinois River Biological Station, Jim Lamer. 
 
[South Dakota] A sport for social distancing: Kayaking sees uptick in fans across Siouxland 
(9/27/20) 
One of Vande Zande's favorite floats runs 22 miles along the Missouri River from Burbank, 
South Dakota, to the Dakota Dunes area, which can take from three to six hours. She advises 
against kayaking on the Big Sioux just upriver where it empties into the Missouri at Sioux City. 
She said Asian carp are there in large numbers and jump onto a kayak. "It is like a combat sport. 
I won't go anymore on the Big Sioux," she said. 

 
AQUATIC PLANTS 

 
PNW Invasive Plant Council: Greetings Citizen Scientist! 
 Please don't forget to upload your invasive species survey data for the season!  We hope that 
some of you have been able to get in a few fall hikes and survey for invasive plants while 
out.  The link to log into your EDDMapS page where you can log in,  click on "Plants, " and 
scroll to the bottom of the page to find the PNW IPC icon link is 
here https://www.eddmaps.org/west/report/survey.cfm.  Here are a couple of EDRR species we 
found while out this summer.  What have you found?  We would love you to post photos of your 
hikes for invasive species on our Facebook and Instagram page, even if you don't find an 
invasive plant!  
 

https://week.com/2020/09/29/local-refuge-installs-new-equipment-that-will-decrease-the-population-of-carp-fish/
https://week.com/2020/09/29/local-refuge-installs-new-equipment-that-will-decrease-the-population-of-carp-fish/
https://siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/a-sport-for-social-distancing-kayaking-sees-uptick-in-fans-across-siouxland/article_42197410-ef76-5b00-be9b-a6d94b547189.html
https://siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/a-sport-for-social-distancing-kayaking-sees-uptick-in-fans-across-siouxland/article_42197410-ef76-5b00-be9b-a6d94b547189.html
https://www.eddmaps.org/west/report/survey.cfm
https://www.facebook.com/PNW.IPC
https://www.instagram.com/pnw_invasiveplantcouncil/
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Let us know if you are interested in a group hike with our EDRR Lead, Jim Evans.  A group hike 
may help you feel more comfortable completing that first survey (or second or third) with him 
and other citizen scientists, socially distanced, of course!  Please let us know if you would be 
interested in attending a group hike by emailing info@pnw-ipc.org and just say YES to attending 
a group hike and where you are located! PNW Invasive Plant Council,  Chelsea Dole EDRR 
Program Outreach Coordinator, info@pnw-ipc.org; https://www.pnw-ipc.org/ 
 

FRESHWATER 
 

 
[Montana] AIS Pass required for nonresident hunters with boats (9/30/20) 
FWP reminds nonresidents hunters planning to bring their watercraft into Montana that they 
must purchase a Vessel AIS Prevention Pass (AISPP) before launching on state waters. The 
Vessel AISPP was initiated by the 2019 Montana Legislature to help fund the fight against 
aquatic invasive species.  Nonresidents can purchase the pass at any FWP office or online at 
fwp.mt.gov and click on the License: Buy/Apply tab.  Boat owners must carry a paper or digital 
receipt as proof of purchase. The pass expires on Dec. 31 each year and is not transferable 
between vessels. 
 

mailto:info@pnw-ipc.org
mailto:info@pnw-ipc.org
https://www.pnw-ipc.org/
http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/hunting/nr_3101.html
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Olden, J. et al. 2020. Online auction marketplaces as a global pathway for aquatic invasive 
species. Hydrobiologia DOI:10.1007/s10750-020-04407-7 
 

 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

 
Marine Community Reshuffles Under Warmer Pacific Arctic; Larger Predatory Fish Will 
Expand Range Poleward (10/1/20) 
Climate warming will alter marine community compositions as species are expected to shift 
poleward, significantly impacting the Arctic marine ecosystem. 
The biodiversity of marine communities in the Pacific Arctic under future climate change 
scenarios highlights profound changes relative to their present patterns. Alterations in marine 
species distributions in response to warming and sea ice reduction are likely to increase the 
susceptibility and vulnerability of Arctic ecosystems. The findings, published by Hokkaido 
University researchers in the journal Science of the Total Environment, also suggest that there 
will be potential impacts on the ecosystem function and services. 
 
Nebraska's wildlife already feeling the heat from climate change (9/28/20) 
…[M]ore distressed and diseased fish are just one sign that Nebraska’s environment is shifting. 
Bird migration patterns are changing, invasive species are pushing out native plants and wildlife 
are losing habitat. When an ecosystem changes, the losses tend to cascade. Eventually 
Nebraskans themselves may suffer in terms of fewer hunting, fishing and tourism opportunities.  

 
 

OTHER 
 

 
Feral hog shot dead in East Idaho (10/14/20) 
The Jefferson County Sheriff’s Office notified the Idaho Department of Fish and Game. 
Jefferson County Senior Animal Control Officer Evan Smith and Idaho Fish and Game 
conservation officer Devin Skidmore estimated the hog weighed about 150 pounds and was a 
few years old. It looked like she'd had a litter at some point 
 
When Invasive Species Become the Meal (10/2/20) 
Is dining on nature’s predators an act of environmentalism — or just a new way for humans to 
bend the world to our will? 
 
Around 2,500 new alien species predicted to arrive in Europe by 2050 (10/1/20) 
Around 2,500 new alien species are predicted to arrive in Europe by 2050, according to 
scientists. The researchers believe number of non-native species is expected to increase globally 
by 36% by mid-century, compared to 2005. In the study published in the journal Global Change 
Biology, the team from University College London said the rise will be particularly seen in 
insects, arthropods and birds. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/344353860_Online_auction_marketplaces_as_a_global_pathway_for_aquatic_invasive_species
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/344353860_Online_auction_marketplaces_as_a_global_pathway_for_aquatic_invasive_species
https://www.cbbulletin.com/marine-community-reshuffles-under-warmer-pacific-arctic-larger-predatory-fish-will-expand-range-poleward/
https://www.cbbulletin.com/marine-community-reshuffles-under-warmer-pacific-arctic-larger-predatory-fish-will-expand-range-poleward/
https://journalstar.com/news/state-and-regional/nebraska/nebraskas-wildlife-already-feeling-the-heat-from-climate-change/article_6c6b2de0-1d90-547d-a0f8-14a2d7e09430.html
https://www.idahostatejournal.com/news/local/feral-hog-shot-in-east-idaho-raises-concerns/article_2a8dd8a2-ed5c-55e2-8f6d-7756c1e0bd6b.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/02/t-magazine/eating-invasive-species.html
https://www.irishnews.com/magazine/science/2020/10/01/news/around-2-500-new-alien-species-predicted-to-arrive-in-europe-by-2050-experts-2084232/
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Dog trained to sniff out invasive spotted lanternfly in an attempt to stop the bug from spreading 
(9/29/20) 
Researchers at the University of Pennsylvania’s school of veterinary medicine have trained three 
dogs to identify the scent of spotted lanternfly eggs as part of a pilot program. They are also 
training another dog for the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture. 
 
Invasive jumping worms damage U.S. soil and threaten forests (9/27/20) 
What could be more 2020 than an ongoing invasion of jumping worms? These earthworms are 
wriggling their way across the United States, voraciously devouring protective forest leaf litter 
and leaving behind bare, denuded soil. They displace other earthworms, centipedes, salamanders 
and ground-nesting birds, and disrupt forest food chains. They can invade more than five 
hectares in a single year, changing soil chemistry and microbial communities as they go, new 
research shows. And they don’t even need mates to reproduce. 
 
[Guam] Invasive rhinoceros beetles shift hosts from coconut to cycad trees (9/28/20) 
The rhinoceros beetle has turned its attention from coconut to cycad trees in what scientists call 
an unexpected “host shift,” according to recent research. The beetles, which have devastated 
Guam’s coconut trees, have started to eat the cycad population. 
 
[Hawaii] Good riddance: BIISC announces successful eradication of pampas grass (9/27/20) 
Popular in the 1800s, pampas grass was extensively spread and planted across the Pacific, 
growing to become a huge problem in places from California to New Zealand. It is now 
widespread on Maui, and because it is adapted to fire in its native range, poses a significant 
threat in Hawaii as a fuel for wildfires. When the Hawaii Island eradication effort began in 2007, 
the plant was mapped in over two dozen locations. Removal of the plants by Big Island Invasive 
Species Committee (BIISC) crews took time, as permission from property owners was required 
for most of the sites… Despite the razor-sharp leaves, pampas grass is still sold throughout the 
world in the horticultural trade and for landscaping. During the course of the eradication effort, 
BIISC developed the “Plant Pono” program, a nursery endorsement and education effort aimed 
at stopping the sale of invasive plants in Hawaii. 
 
Sarah A. Bailey  Lyndsay Brown  Marnie L. Campbell  João Canning‐Clode  James T. Carlton  
Nuno Castro  Paula Chainho  Farrah T. Chan  Joel C. Creed  Amelia Curd  John Darling  Paul 
Fofonoff  Bella S. Galil  Chad L. Hewitt  Graeme J. Inglis  Inti Keith  Nicholas E. Mandrak  
Agnese Marchini  Cynthia H. McKenzie  Anna Occhipinti‐Ambrogi  Henn Ojaveer Larissa M. 
Pires‐Teixeira  Tamara B. Robinson  Gregory M. Ruiz  Kimberley Seaward Evangelina 
Schwindt  Mikhail O. Son  Thomas W. Therriault  Aibin Zhan. 2020. Trends in the detection of 
aquatic non‐indigenous species across global marine, estuarine and freshwater ecosystems: A 50‐
year perspective.  Diversity and Distributions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.foxnews.com/great-outdoors/dog-sniff-out-invasive-spotted-lanternfly
https://www.foxnews.com/great-outdoors/dog-sniff-out-invasive-spotted-lanternfly
https://www.sciencenews.org/article/invasive-jumping-worms-damage-soil-threaten-forests
https://www.guampdn.com/story/news/local/2020/09/28/invasive-rhinoceros-beetles-shift-hosts-coconut-cycad-trees/3498611001/
https://www.westhawaiitoday.com/2020/09/27/features/good-riddance-biisc-announces-successful-eradication-of-pampas-grass/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/ddi.13167
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/ddi.13167
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/ddi.13167
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JOBS/GRANTS 
 

 
 
I’m looking to hire a Research Scientist at Iowa State to work on Asian Carp acoustic telemetry 
and an electric barrier evaluation.  The position is guaranteed for 1 year with a possibility for an 
extension. The application period closes on Oct 19 and I hope to have someone start in early 
November but could wait until January for the right person. Please circulate, post on your Job 
Boards, and encourage folks to apply!  People can email me with any questions they have. 
 https://isu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/IowaStateJobs/job/Ames-IA/Research-Scientist-I---
Natural-Resource-Ecology-and-Management_R3269 
 

 
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Research Associate 
Great Basin Institute, Boulder City, Nevada, United States 
Position Summary: Working collaboratively with Lake Mead National Recreation Area (LAKE), 
the Great Basin Institute is recruiting an Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Research Associate to 
participate in activities focused on preventing the spread of AIS by recreational watercraft. This 
position will support the Lake Mead Water Resources group, Nevada Department of Wildlife 
(NDOW), and Arizona Department of Fish and Game (AZDFG) Aquatic Invasive Species 
Programs through maintenance of decontamination units, conducting vessel inspections and 
decontaminations, boater education on AIS, and assisting with research and monitoring aimed at 
better understanding and managing AIS. 
 
Game, Fish and Parks Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator 
Job ID: 14895 
Agency: South Dakota Department of Game, Fish and Parks / Division of Wildlife 
Location: Negotiable 
Salary: $24.10 - $30.15 per hour, depending on experience 
Closing Date: 10/27/2020 
This is a full-time position with the Department of Game, Fish and Parks. 

• Innovation – The AIS program has initiated new approaches to slowing the spread of AIS 
by establishing roadside watercraft inspection stations and recommending regulations 
aimed at helping the public adopt the best practices for preventing the movement of AIS 
among waters. 

• Professional Development – We provide trainings and support for you to become an 
expert in the field. 

• Facilitation and Project Management – Helping improve and conduct the annual AIS 
management program, from start to finish, is something to be proud of and directly 
impacts the future wellbeing of South Dakota waters. 

• Task Diversity – Work duties involve everything from meeting and coordinating with 
government representatives to coordinating monitoring efforts with lake associations and 
overseeing watercraft inspection crews. 

• Collaboration and Communication – The AIS coordinator works with nearly every team 
within the department and outside agencies, as well as public and private stakeholders. 

https://isu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/IowaStateJobs/job/Ames-IA/Research-Scientist-I---Natural-Resource-Ecology-and-Management_R3269
https://isu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/IowaStateJobs/job/Ames-IA/Research-Scientist-I---Natural-Resource-Ecology-and-Management_R3269
https://isu.wd1.myworkdayjobs.com/IowaStateJobs/job/Ames-IA/Research-Scientist-I---Natural-Resource-Ecology-and-Management_R3269
https://www.vscyberhosting.com/greatbasin/Careers.aspx?req=2020-RAP-078&Type=JOBDESCR&rf=WILDLIFE&source=
https://sodakprod-lm01.cloud.infor.com:1444/lmghr/CandidateSelfService/lm?_ln=JobSearchResults&_r=0&bto=JobPosting&dataarea=lmghr&name=PostingDisplay&service=form&webappname=CandidateSelfService&HROrganization=1&JobRequisition=14895&JobPosting=1
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• Part of the Big Picture – Aquatic Invasive Species management contributes to the overall 
health of water resources and helps prevent and mitigate AIS impacts. 

 
 

Implementation of the Quagga and Zebra Mussel Action Plan (QZAP) in the Western United 
States  - Solicitation Number F20AS00078 - Due Date: Oct 17 2020 
This Request For Proposals (RFP) will fund proposals in the listed principal areas towards the 
fulfillment of the top priorities in the Quagga/Zebra Mussel Action Plan for Western U.S. Waters 
(QZAP) and will be limited to states within the boundaries of the Western Regional Panel within 
the United States, not including Canada and Mexico (see map at 
https://westernregionalpanel.org/about-us/ ): Limiting the spread of invasive mussels through 
containment, especially by inspection and decontamination of watercraft moving from invaded 
water bodies to jurisdictions currently free of dreissenid mussels, and the coordination between 
states or other jurisdictions to this end; Protecting western ecosystems through support and/or 
establishment of prevention programs for invasive mussels at identified high risk control points. 
Limiting the spread of invasive mussels through containment by increasing compliance with 
federal, state, local and tribal laws; Increasing the effectiveness of outreach and education efforts 
to help advance prevention efforts; Building capacity to detect and respond to new invasive 
mussel infestations; Conducting Research that benefits the priorities listed above, including (but 
not limited to) social science research to evaluate the effectiveness of invasive species prevention 
messaging, and research on non-target species impacts of invasive mussel control treatments. 
Efforts to address the risks and impacts of these invasive species are on-going. They include 
development of QZAP, and funding by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (Service) to address 
waters at highest risk for spreading invasive mussels. In fiscal year 2020 the Service plans to 
allocate approximately $1,830,000 to projects that will reduce or minimize the threat of quagga 
and zebra mussels to Western U.S. waters…  
 
AIS Grants Available! The Montana Invasive Species Council is now accepting grant 
applications to fund aquatic invasive species projects. Up to $50,000 is available per project to 
Montana communities or local, state, tribal, or other entities within the state and to Montana-
based non-governmental entities. AIS grants are intended to increase local capacity and 
involvement to address AIS issues. Projects that address the following AIS management 
components are eligible and include: 
 

• Prevention 
• Early detection 
• Education and outreach 
• Research 
• Treatment 
 

Current state-wide priorities that have been identified and vetted with former grantees and 
stakeholders for the upcoming AIS grant cycle include grants related to: 
 

• Monitoring / early detection projects to expand local capacity and involvement in multi- 
AIS taxa early detection efforts. 

• AIS outreach projects that expand AIS awareness at the local level. 

https://govtribe.com/opportunity/federal-grant-opportunity/implementation-of-the-quagga-and-zebra-mussel-action-plan-qzap-in-the-western-united-states-f20as00078
https://govtribe.com/opportunity/federal-grant-opportunity/implementation-of-the-quagga-and-zebra-mussel-action-plan-qzap-in-the-western-united-states-f20as00078
https://westernregionalpanel.org/about-us/
https://invasivespecies.mt.gov/montana-invasive-species/Aquatic-Invasive-Species-Grant-Program
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• AIS research projects including eDNA research related to dreissenid mussel early 
detection addressing eDNA Science Advisory Panel recommendations. 
 

Locally-led proposals that address the state-wide priorities will receive ranking preference, 
however all eligible grant requests will be evaluated and considered. Applications are due 
Thursday October 19, 2020 by 5 pm. AIS Grant Program Guidelines and application 
instructions can be found here. Please contact Stephanie Criswell with any questions on the grant 
and application process or for technical support. 

FEDERAL/STATE/PROVINCIAL  
LEGISLATION, RULES, ACTIONS 

 
 

State/Province 
 
.  

Judicial 
 

Executive 
 
EPA: New vessel discharge rule in works (10/7/20) [see also “public comment” section above] 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) yesterday proposed standards to reduce the 
environmental impact of discharges, such as ballast water, that are incidental to the normal 
operation of commercial vessels. When finalized, says EPA, the new rule will streamline the 
current patchwork of federal, state, and local requirements that apply to the commercial vessel 
community and will better protect U.S. waters. EPA is proposing to establish national standards 
of performance for incidental discharges from commercial vessels as required under the Vessel 
Incidental Discharge Act (VIDA). The proposed rule includes discharge-specific standards for 20 
different types of vessel equipment and treatment systems, as well as general performance 
standards that would apply more broadly to the full range of incidental discharges. 
 
Related: Critics blast EPA ballast, invasives plan as 'weaker' (10/7/20).  According to Greenwire 
(10/07/20): 

EPA's proposed rule includes procedures for states to follow if they want to petition the 
agency to issue an emergency order; review a standard, regulation or policy; or request 
additional requirements for discharges into the Great Lakes. But some conservation 
groups are warning the rule leaves out critical state-led efforts to control for invasive 
species. Howard Learner, executive director of the Chicago-based Environmental Law & 
Policy Center, said in an email that his group would be asking EPA to extend the 
comment period beyond 30 days and for the agency to hold public hearings. The Great 
Lakes, he said, have borne the brunt of huge economic costs and environmental harms 
from invasive species released in ballast water discharges by large overseas commercial 
ships. Learner said he is concerned EPA's proposal "weakens previous standards even 
though Congress' 2018 VIDA legislation requires that the new standards be at least as 

https://invasivespecies.mt.gov/montana-invasive-species/Aquatic-Invasive-Species-Grant-Program
https://www.marinelog.com/news/epa-new-vessel-discharge-rule-in-works/
https://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2020/10/07/stories/1063715717?utm_campaign=edition&utm_medium=email&utm_source=eenews%3Agreenwire
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stringent" as previous EPA rules. "The Great Lakes Congressional delegation and states 
are stepping up in bipartisan ways to reduce pollution and the entry of invasive species 
into the Great Lakes, and the EPA proposed rule shouldn't move in the opposite 
direction," said Learner. Julia Anastasio, executive director and general counsel of the 
Association of Clean Water Administrators, said EPA's proposal preempts all states from 
having their own ballast water rules and regulations but does include a carve out for 
Great Lakes states to work with EPA on ballast water standards. Molly Flanagan, vice 
president of policy for the Alliance for the Great Lakes, agreed the preemption of state 
regulations under VIDA is a long-standing concern but said a larger focus for her group 
is the effect the proposed rule would have on "lakers," or commercial vessels that don't 
leave the Great Lakes. Under the rule, Flanagan said all ships that remain in the Great 
Lakes would be exempt from having to treat ballast water, whereas the current 
regulations only exempt lakers built before 2009. While industry groups representing 
such vessels counter that they don't introduce new invasive species because they never 
leave the lakes, Flanagan said studies have shown the vessels move invasives around. She 
also said the alliance would be asking EPA to extend its comment period. [Source: 
Reprinted from Greenwire, 10/07/20, with permission from Environment & Energy 
Publishing, www.eenews.net; 202/628-6500 

 
President Trump Signs Executive Order on Modernizing America’s Water Resource 
Management and Water Infrastructure (10/13/20) 
Today, President Trump signed an Executive Order on “Modernizing America’s Water Resource 
Management and Water Infrastructure.” This historic action ensures Federal coordination on 
water policy is standard practice now and into the future by formally establishing a Water 
Subcabinet of senior Federal agency officials to facilitate efficient and effective management and 
modernization of our water supplies and systems while also eliminating duplication between 
agencies. With this Executive Order, President Trump is demonstrating his bold vision for 
improving our Federal water infrastructure and prioritizing access to essential water supplies for 
all Americans. 

Related: NMMA Applauds White House Executive Order on Modernizing Water 
Management and Infrastructure (10/15/20) 

 
 
 

Congressional 
 
 
U.S. Senate's aquaculture bill raises environmental concerns (10/8/20) 
Sen. Marco Rubio joined two of his congressional colleagues to introduce bipartisan legislation 
to advance fish farms in federal waters. Offshore aquaculture has been a contentious issue in 
Southwest Florida as environmentalists argue that a proposed pilot program 40 miles off 
Sarasota’s shoreline would exacerbate harmful algae blooms and pose a risk to wild fisheries. 
The bill rides the heels of a recent Eastern District court opinion upholding the stance that the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration lacks the proper authority to oversea offshore 
aquaculture. The Senate bill, Advancing the Quality and Understanding of American 
Aquaculture (AQUAA) is meant to be the legislative solution. [S.4723 - A bill to establish a 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/president-trump-signs-executive-order-modernizing-americas-water-resource-management
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/president-trump-signs-executive-order-modernizing-americas-water-resource-management
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-modernizing-americas-water-resource-management-water-infrastructure/
https://www.nmma.ca/press/article/23451
https://www.nmma.ca/press/article/23451
https://www.naplesnews.com/story/news/environment/2020/10/05/u-s-senate-writes-bill-push-fish-farms-forward/3560689001/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4723/titles?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22rubio%22%5D%7D&r=3&s=6
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regulatory system for sustainable offshore aquaculture in the United States exclusive economic 
zone, and for other purposes.] 
 

Related:  
 
Florida residents gather to oppose proposed Gulf of Mexico fish farm as Sen. Rubio tries 
to clear a path (9/30/20) 
 
Seafood industry, aquaculture advocates urge US Senate to support AQUAA Act 
(10/14/20) Representatives from 80 seafood businesses and organizations signed on to a 
letter to U.S. senators on 13 October calling for support of a bipartisan bill designed to 
expand offshore aquaculture in federal waters … 

 
Swamp Rats: Harder’s Bill to Stop Giant Rodent Invasion Passes Senate, Heads to President’s 
Desk to be Signed into Law (10/01/20) 
Representative Josh Harder’s (CA-10) bill [HR 3399] to stop the invasion of the nutria, a giant 
swamp rat from South America, passed the Senate last night and will be sent to President Trump 
to be signed into law. 
 

Related: Look out, 'swamp rat menace': Area congressman's nutria-eradication bill heads 
to president (10/2/20) 

 
 
Fish and Wildlife Conservationists Praise Congress for Passing the America’s Conservation 
Enhancement Act (S.3051)(10/01/20) 
Washington, DC - On October 1, fish and wildlife conservation organizations applauded the 
historic passage of bipartisan legislation to conserve our nation’s natural resources, from fish and 
wildlife and their habitats to the vast multitude of species and ecosystems that will benefit from 
these robust restoration efforts made possible through S. 3051, The America’s Conservation 
Enhancement Act (ACE Act).  Once enacted, the bill will reauthorize the North American 
Wetlands Conservation Act (NAWCA) and codify the National Fish Habitat Partnership, two of 
the most successful conservation efforts in the nation, as well as reauthorize the Chesapeake Bay 
program. In addition to other crucial provisions, it will establish a task force between state and 
federal authorities to address Chronic Wasting Disease and ensure states have the authority to 
regulate types of fishing tackle based on localized effects as needed.  
 
The legislation includes the following AIS language:  
 

SEC. 105. INVASIVE SPECIES.  
    Section 10 of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C.  
666c-1) is amended-- 

        (1) in subsection (c)(2)-- 
            (A) in subparagraph (A)-- 
                (i) by redesignating clauses (i) and (ii) as clauses  
            (ii) and (iii), respectively; and 
                (ii) by inserting before clause (ii) (as so  

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4723/titles?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22rubio%22%5D%7D&r=3&s=6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/4723/titles?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22rubio%22%5D%7D&r=3&s=6
https://www.wmnf.org/florida-residents-gather-to-block-proposed-gulf-of-mexico-fish-farm-as-sen-rubio-tries-to-clear-a-path/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=florida-residents-gather-to-block-proposed-gulf-of-mexico-fish-farm-as-sen-rubio-tries-to-clear-a-path
https://www.wmnf.org/florida-residents-gather-to-block-proposed-gulf-of-mexico-fish-farm-as-sen-rubio-tries-to-clear-a-path/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=florida-residents-gather-to-block-proposed-gulf-of-mexico-fish-farm-as-sen-rubio-tries-to-clear-a-path
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/premium/aquaculture/seafood-industry-aquaculture-advocates-write-letter-to-senators-urging-support-for-aquaa-act
https://www.seafoodsource.com/news/premium/aquaculture/seafood-industry-aquaculture-advocates-write-letter-to-senators-urging-support-for-aquaa-act
https://harder.house.gov/media/press-releases/swamp-rats-harder-s-bill-stop-giant-rodent-invasion-passes-senate-heads
https://harder.house.gov/media/press-releases/swamp-rats-harder-s-bill-stop-giant-rodent-invasion-passes-senate-heads
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3399/all-actions?loclr=cga-bill
https://www.dailycomet.com/story/news/2020/10/02/look-out-swamp-rat-menace-louisiana-congressmans-nutria-eradication-bill-heads-president/3593457001/
https://www.dailycomet.com/story/news/2020/10/02/look-out-swamp-rat-menace-louisiana-congressmans-nutria-eradication-bill-heads-president/3593457001/
https://mailchi.mp/29eaeb1a9aab/the-americas-conservation-enhancement-act-s-3051-passes-congress-codifying-the-national-fish-habitat-partnership?e=1db0b7dfc6
https://mailchi.mp/29eaeb1a9aab/the-americas-conservation-enhancement-act-s-3051-passes-congress-codifying-the-national-fish-habitat-partnership?e=1db0b7dfc6
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3051
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title16/chapter5A&edition=prelim
https://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?path=/prelim@title16/chapter5A&edition=prelim
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            redesignated) the following: 
                ``(i) relevant Federal agencies;''; 
            (B) by redesignating subparagraphs (B) and (C) as  
        subparagraphs (C) and (D), respectively; and 
            (C) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the following: 
            ``(B) in consultation with stakeholders, including  
        nongovernmental organizations and industry;''; and 
        (2) by adding at the end the following: 

    ``(p) Authorization of Appropriations.--There are authorized to be  
appropriated to carry out this section for each of fiscal years 2021  
through 2025-- 

        ``(1) $2,500,000 to the Secretary of the Army, acting through  
    the Chief of Engineers; and 
        ``(2) $2,500,000 to the Secretary of the Interior.''. 

 
Approval of key waterways bill likely to be delayed (9/29/20) 

Congress has an opportunity to do something positive before the Nov. 3 elections that 
would be an easy win for both Democrats and Republicans, and a big win for nation’s 
aging waterway infrastructure. But from the looks of things — due largely to the election 
year politics, the buildup of legislation on a short legislative calendar, the demands of the 
pandemic and now the rush to confirm a new Supreme Court justice — that chance might 
be pushed off until after the elections. 
 
Now What: According to E&E Daily (10/13/20):  

Staffs in both chambers are hashing out what's in and out of a final package, and 
despite some sticking points, they expect the measure to move to conference and 
receive a final vote later this year. "The bill isn't dead. There have been a few 
things that have taken priority, so it hasn't come up for a vote yet," said David 
Zielonka, a spokesman for the National Association of Clean Water Agencies. 
"That said," Zielonka said, "I know both sides still have an incentive and desire to 
get something done and expect to see movement after the election. "A final bill 
would include language from H.R. 7575, or the "Water Resources Development 
Act of 2020" — a bipartisan bill that includes billions of dollars for Army Corps 
of Engineers projects across the nation. It would also pull from sister legislation, 
S. 3591, that passed out of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee 
with bipartisan support but has yet to get a floor vote. [Source: Reprinted from 
E&E Daily, 10/13/20, with permission from Environment & Energy Publishing, 
www.eenews.net; 202/628-6500]. 

For AIS related sections of the S. 3591, see the May 4 AIS News. For AIS related sections 
of the H.R. 7575, see the July 20 AIS News 

 
Related: Kaptur, Joyce urge support for Great Lakes (10/11/20) 
Lawmakers in Washington are again making bipartisan efforts to push for funding to 
protect the Great Lakes. Late last week, co-chairs of the U.S. House of Representatives’ 

https://www.workboat.com/blogs/washington-watch/approval-of-key-waterways-bill-likely-to-be-delayed/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7575?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+7575%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3591
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/3591
https://ec8c3022-1480-4580-96c0-98958d49781f.filesusr.com/ugd/bb76e5_3e020d62857a474ab16e7304fa04e2fd.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/7575?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+7575%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://ec8c3022-1480-4580-96c0-98958d49781f.filesusr.com/ugd/bb76e5_161cd324a9014319b168d1885a4f0fab.pdf
https://www.portclintonnewsherald.com/story/news/2020/10/11/kaptur-joyce-urge-support-great-lakes/5959700002/
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Great Lakes Task Force wrote a joint letter to the House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee, urging it to include support for the Great Lakes in this year’s 
Water Resources Development Act, or WRDA.  

 
 
 
 
 

Appropriations 
 
Trump signs bill averting shutdown after brief funding lapse (10/01/20) 
The continuing resolution will allow the government to keep functioning in the new fiscal year, 
which began at midnight, by keeping funds flowing until Dec. 11. 

 
 

An AIS federal legislative table is posted on the web on the www.westernais.org 
website. Go to https://www.westernais.org/regulations and scroll all the way to the bottom 
 

 
 

TRAININGS, WEBINARS, CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS 
 

 

Archived Materials 
 
[Video] Seminar: Alex Davis, PhD, Liber Ero Postdoctoral Fellow, Dept of Biological Sciences, 
University of Alberta Developing spatially explicit tools to minimize costs and maximize the 
benefits of ongoing marine invasive species control Thursday, October 1, 2020 | OSU Hatfield 
Marine Science Center 

Events: Webinars, Trainings, Conferences and Meetings 
 

 
Watercraft Inspection Training 

 
For more information go to https://www.westernais.org/ (under the “Training” tab) or contact 

Quagga D @ (702)236-3814 or quaggadee@cox.net 

Because of concerns due to the rapid spread of COVID-19 upcoming meetings 
and events listed below may be postponed, cancelled or converted to 

teleconferencing events. Please check directly with the organizers of these 
events for the most up-to-date information. Stay at home if you can, wear a 

mask, and help flatten the curve.  

https://thehill.com/homenews/administration/519048-trump-signs-bill-averting-pre-election-shutdown
http://www.westernais.org/
https://www.westernais.org/regulations
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QiCesyFXqsI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QiCesyFXqsI&feature=youtu.be
https://www.westernais.org/
mailto:quaggadee@cox.net
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2020 

 
October 

2020 15th Annual Biocontrol Industry Meeting: Date: Oct 19, 2020 to Oct 21, 2020. 
Venue: Congress Center Basel. Location: Basel, Switzerland (Virtual) 

Alaska Annual Invasive Species Workshop – Dates: October 27-29, 2020, Online - The 
workshop is a forum for discussing invasive species management activities within the state, 
offers expert presentations about emerging invasive species science and management issues, and 
training for new and experienced invasive species managers alike.   
 
Using Boater Data to Inform Risk Models  
October 28, 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Eastern 
(10:00-11:30 a.m. Central, 9:00-10:30 a.m. Mountain, 8:00 a.m-9:30 a.m. Pacific)  
Please join us for a webinar hosted by the Invasive Mussel Collaborative to discuss the 
development of invasive mussel risk models informed by watercraft inspection and boater 
movement data. This webinar will feature the ARMOR model, built in New York to streamline 
the process of boat inspections for invasive species management, and a predictive model for 
Minnesota assessing the likelihood of overland transport of invasive mussels on recreational 
boats. 
 
Biocontrol Summit: October 28, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. CT The NAISMA Biocontrol Committee 
invites you to join the annual North American Weed Biocontrol Summit. 
 

 
November 

 
Dear friends of the Upper Midwest Invasive Species Conference, As we make the pivot to an 
online event this fall, the UMISC Executive Committee decided to adjust our dates to avoid 
overlap with other relevant conferences and field season. UMISC Online will be held November 
2 - November 6, 2020. We are expanding to a whole week to accommodate the breadth of 
content the UMISC audience expects with sufficient time for breaks and networking. If polls are 
open on Election Day, there will be extra free-time that day for voting!  
 
November 3rd: VOTE!  
 
70th Annual Statewide Weed and Invasive Species Conference Set for Nov. 3-6 
The 70th Annual Washington State Weed Conference will be offered online and free to the 
public, announced the Washington Vegetation Management Association and the Washington 
Invasive Species Council. With this historic partnership between the association and council, the 
conference has been increased, with two of the four days focused on invasive species and  
successful approaches to stopping their spread. 
 

https://www.abim.ch/home.html
https://www.uaf.edu/ces/invasives/conference/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#:%7E:text=The%20Alaska%20Invasive%20Species%20Partnership,Fairbanks%20and%20various%20rural%20communities.
https://invasivemusselcollaborative.net/event/webinar-using-boater-data-to-inform-risk-models/?utm_source=IMC+Webinars&utm_campaign=d930858846-Invasive_Mussel_Collaborative_Webinar_1_19_2018_CO&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_74dcc4f2ea-d930858846-128742353
https://naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/#biocontrol-summit
https://www.umisc.net/
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2020/10/06/washington-weed-and-invasive-species-conference/
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Biofouling Global Virtual Seminar November 16-17, 2020; Virtual Seminar. The IMO presents 
the next steps for controlling biofouling and invasive species. Management and prevention of 
biofouling. Find out what best practice looks like. Discover the latest solutions. 
 
North American Lake Management Society    November 16-20, 2020; Virtual Seminar 

[Webinar] NAISMA: November 18 at 1:00 pm CT: The ABCs of Invasive Species 
Organizations and How They Work Together. Presented by: Chuck Bargeron 

December 
 

Mississippi River Basin Panel Meeting   December 2, 2020; Virtual Meeting 
 
Montana Invasive Species Council Meeting, Dec. 2, Helena/Virtual 
 
The next meeting of the 100th Meridian Initiative Columbia River Basin AIS Team will be 
virtual:  Wednesday  December 2, 12 pm - 3 pm PDT;  Thursday December 3, 9 am - 3 
pm  PDT. For further information Contact Leah Elwell @ leah@stopais.org  
 
 
ANS Task Force Meeting December 8 - 10, 2020; Virtual Meeting. Contact Susan Pasko @  
susan_pasko@fws.gov for further information 
 
Washington Invasive Species Council Meeting December 10th Information Coming Soon. 

Innovations in Invasive Species Management Conference and Training December 14-17th, 2020, 
Nashville, TN  Cancelled. Now: November 29-December 2, 2021, Nashville, TN.  

 
 

2021 
 

March  
 

2021 10th International IPM Symposium 
Date: Mar 15, 2021 to Mar 18, 2021 
Venue: Sheraton Denver Downtown Hotel 
Location: Denver, Colorado  
Contact: Michelle Marquart 
Phone: 217-244-8174 
Email: mmarqua2@illinois.edu 
Notes: Theme: Implementing IPM Across Borders and Disciplines 

 
April 

 
2021 Second International Congress of Biological Control (ICBC2) 

https://informaconnect.com/biofouling-management-prevention-seminar/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MzEuMjYzNTI4ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5uYWxtcy5vcmcvbmFsbXMyMDIwLz91dG1fbWVkaXVtPWVtYWlsJnV0bV9zb3VyY2U9Z292ZGVsaXZlcnkifQ.v7GQ5KT88RlQq_NGTazICMzquobmwFyuFhQgtip5LcQ/s/991474189/br/83021616021-l
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA4MzEuMjYzNTI4ODEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwOi8vbXJicC5vcmcvbWVldGluZ3M_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5In0.eftS2vxpLy9GVBMv2Ui0fCtrqh3VUh-TS4UtndJmOYI/s/991474189/br/83021616021-l
https://invasivespecies.mt.gov/misc
https://www.westernais.org/regional
mailto:leah@stopais.org
https://www.anstaskforce.gov/default.php
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/council/meetings/
https://www.invasiveplantcontrol.com/conference20/
https://www.invasiveplantcontrol.com/conference20/
https://ipmsymposium.org/2021/
https://www.iobc-icbc.com/
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Date: Apr 26, 2021 to Apr 30, 2021 
Sponsor: International Organisation for Biological Control (IOBC) and CAB International 
(CABI) 
Venue: Congress Center Davos 
Location: Davos, Switzerland 
Email: info@iobc-icbc.com 

 
May 

 
International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions XI Annapolis, Maryland, USA, May 10-14, 
2021 
The Society for the Study of Marine Bioinvasions (SSMB) is excited to invite you to attend the 
XIth International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions in Annapolis, Maryland, USA. The 
meeting dates will be May 10-14th, 2021 (including associated activities), and the conference 
will be hosted by the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center’s Marine Invasions Lab. We 
are actively working with the SSMB Scientific Steering Committee to create a stimulating and 
productive program. Information on meeting themes, guest speakers, special events, student 
travel funds, and local attractions will be posted on our website over the coming months: 
http://www.marinebioinvasions.info 
 
The North American Invasive Species Forum, currently scheduled from   May 18 - 20, 2021 in 
Montreal, is an international event encompassing the interests of professionals and organizations 
involved in invasive species management, research, and regulation across North America. The 
Forum will bring together the international invasive species community and will highlight new 
research, emerging issues, success stories and prevention and response initiatives from across 
Canada, Mexico and the U.S.. The forum will also build on the previous North American 
Invasive Species Forum held in 2017. The Canadian Council on Invasive Species is hosting this 
Forum with the support of, and guidance from, an international steering committee representing 
the U.S., Canada, and Mexico. 

 
August 

 
2021 Pacific NorthWest Economic Region 30th Annual Summit 
Date: Aug 15, 2021 to Aug 19, 2021 
Venue: Big Sky Resort 
Location: Big Sky, Montana  
Notes: Rescheduled from 2020 to 2021. 

 
 

October  

World Fisheries Congress 11-15 October, 2021 Adelaide, Australia 

_______________ 

 

https://www.marinebioinvasions.info/
http://www.marinebioinvasions.info/
https://canadainvasives.ca/
http://www.pnwer.org/2020-summit.html
https://wfc2020.com.au/
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TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org. AIS NEWS 
was compiled by Robyn Draheim and Stephen Phillips. Past issues of AIS NEWS can be found @ 
http://www.westernais.org/   under the “News” tab. 

mailto:sphillips@psmfc.org
http://www.westernais.org/
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