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RECOMMENDED  

 
Study: Carp Have Caused Sport Fish Decline (11/28/19) 

 
A new study based on almost 20 years of fish-sampling data gathered by the Corps of 
Engineers in the Mississippi River says that the spread of Asian carp has resulted in 

drastic declines in Mississippi River populations of sport fish like crappie, yellow perch 
and bluegill.  

Using Corps data from electrofishing gathered between 1994 and 2013, the scientists 
found that sport fish had declined by 30 percent on two areas on the Mississippi River 

and one on the Illinois Waterway.  
At the same time, populations of those fish in areas of the Upper Mississippi where the 

carp have not yet penetrated have jumped by 35 percent. 
The study appeared in the November issue of the peer-reviewed journal Biological 

Invasions. The lead author is John Chick, a fisheries biologist who runs a University of 
Illinois field station in Alton, Ill. It provides additional evidence for what many scientists 
have long suspected: that the fast-growing and voracious carp out-compete other fish for 

the plankton and algae that they all feed on. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.waterwaysjournal.net/2019/11/29/study-carp-have-caused-sport-fish-decline/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-02124-4
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-02124-4
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-02124-4
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
 

 
NEW SPECIES SIGHTINGS 

 
Want to get more new species alerts? 

USGS NAS: https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx 
IMAP INVASIVES: https://www.imapinvasives.org 

 
 

DREISSENIDS 
 
[Texas] TPWD: Lake Marble Falls, Granger Lake infested with zebra mussels (12/12/19) 
The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) has officially added Lake Marble Falls and 
Granger Lake to the list of lakes infested by zebra mussels. The Lower Colorado River Authority 
(LCRA) biologists have confirmed that zebra mussels and their larvae have settled in multiple 
sites of Lake Marble Falls. 

OTHER AIS 
 
[Idaho] Butomus umbellatus (flowering rush) was found in Nez Perce-Clearwater National 
Forest, ID [USGS Record]. 
Radix auricularia (European ear snail) was found in Coeur d'Alene Lake, ID [USGS Record] 
 
 
[New Mexico] Lythrum salicaria (purple lythrum) was found in Santa Fe National Forest, NM 
[USGS Record] 

WATCH LIST 
 
Be on the lookout for Bacopa rotundifolia along the Columbia River.  Contact: Mark D. Sytsma 
(503) 307-6131 mark.sytsma@pdx.edu 
 
 

DREISSENID MUSSELS
 

 
[Utah] Opinion: Shutting down Lake Powell would be a worthwhile investment (12/1/19) 
During my 600 hours at a boat ramp in Flaming Gorge, the majority of boats that had come from 
a mussel-infested water were from Lake Powell. So if I have added this all up correctly, I have a 
plan to 100 percent cut out the risk of boats from Lake Powell infesting any other Utah waters 
and saving taxpayers potentially millions: Once a boat has been in Lake Powell or any mussel 
infested water, it can’t go anywhere else. Take your boat to Lake Powell for spring break? No 
need to worry about towing that biological bomb back to your house, just leave it in dry storage 

https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx
https://www.imapinvasives.org/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/releases/?req=20191212a
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/SpResults.aspx?SpeciesID=1100
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1632263
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/SpResults.aspx?SpeciesID=1012
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1633148
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/SpResults.aspx?SpeciesID=239
https://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=baro
mailto:307-6131mark.sytsma@pdx.edu
http://suindependent.com/shutting-lake-powell-worthwhile-investment-quagga-mussels/
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near the lake! The local businesses will thank you, and with prices starting at only $2.50 per foot 
of boat each month, it is well worth not destroying another lake in the second driest state in the 
country. 
 
 
[Wyoming] State works to prevent mussels (12/11/19) 

The discovery of any zebra or quagga mussels in Wyoming waters could trigger a panic, 
produce a devastating blow to the state’s reputation as a coveted angling destination, and 
create a multi-million-dollar disaster. With specialists hurriedly and quietly crafting 
invasive mussel “rapid response plans,” it is no exaggeration to declare the state is on war 
footing. Game and Fish is preparing as if a sneak attack is imminent. 

 
New research highlights an integrated approach for managing aquatic invasive species in 
California (12/3/19) 

…Now, UC Santa Barbara-based research scientist Carolynn Culver and colleagues at 
UCSB’s Marine Science Institute are adding to this arsenal of prevention measures with a 
pair of studies that appear in a special edition of the North American Journal of Fisheries 
Management. They focus on taking an integrated approach to the management of aquatic 
invasive species as the state works to move beyond its current toxic, water quality-
reducing methods… 
Cited Publications:  
An Integrated Pest Management Tactic for Quagga Mussels: Site‐Specific Application of 
Fish Biological Control Agents 
Integrated Pest Management for Fouling Organisms on Boat Hulls 

 
 
[Maryland] Zebra mussels begone: Early findings indicate invasive species eradicated from 
Westminster quarry (11/27/19) 

Follow-up sampling will be conducted, but Devilbiss is hopeful the preliminary results 
are indicative of the remaining zebra mussel population’s status. Devilbiss said the empty 
shells will remain in the water, as they will have no long-term impact on the water quality 
or its use. With no life inside the shells, they cannot reproduce and attach to pipes to clog 
them. Though the mussels were discovered in the spring of 2018, Devilbiss said it took 
about a year to start eliminating them because the county needed special permits from the 
Maryland Department of the Environment. The county also required time to establish 
what type of techniques should be used for the project, he said. 

 
[Texas] Watershed Protection Dept. fears zebra mussels could feed harmful algae (11/25/19) 

Algae blooms flourish in clear, warm, stagnant water. Zebra mussels seen more and more 
in Lady bird Lake filter water allowing for more sunlight to feed algae. Watershed 
Protection is using the winter to see how zebra mussels impact Lady Bird Lake water. 
“We are going to try and establish experiments into the winter and next year so that we 
can find the best mitigation strategy that would work out in Lady Bird Lake, if we can’t 
have flow, August is going to be hot, what can we do to reduce those drivers to the best 
of our ability,” said Bellinger. 
 

http://www.codyenterprise.com/news/local/article_e3b4c330-1c4d-11ea-af45-3b7dddcbe202.html
https://www.news.ucsb.edu/2019/019724/smarter-strategies
https://www.news.ucsb.edu/2019/019724/smarter-strategies
https://afspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/nafm.10363
https://afspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/nafm.10363
https://afspubs.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/nafm.10360
https://www.baltimoresun.com/maryland/carroll/news/cc-zebra-mussels-dead-quarry-20191127-raqkzgapy5glpjqhgcmdkcif7u-story.html
https://www.baltimoresun.com/maryland/carroll/news/cc-zebra-mussels-dead-quarry-20191127-raqkzgapy5glpjqhgcmdkcif7u-story.html
https://cbsaustin.com/news/local/watershed-fears-zebra-mussels-could-feed-harmful-algae
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BOAT INSPECTION/DECON/TECH NEWS 

 
 
[Colorado] Westminster permanently bans boating on Standley Lake in fight against invasive 
mussels (12/2/19) 

Most boating is now permanently prohibited on Standley Lake as Westminster leaders 
strive to keep invasive mussels species from reaching the water supply, city officials 
announced Monday. The move indefinitely extends a previous season-long ban on 
trailered boating on the lake, which supplies drinking water for about 300,000 people in 
Westminster, Thornton and Northglenn. 

 
 

BALLAST WATER/BIOFOULING 
 

 
Ballast water treatment – beyond certification: An expert panel convened recently for a technical 
webinar to discuss the operational and regulatory issues concerning ballast water treatment 
systems (12/4/19) 

A recent joint Riviera and De Nora ballast water treatment webinar gave owners and 
operators a chance to discuss their experiences with the retrofitting and operation of 
ballast water treatment systems (BWTS). Participants also analysed the short- and long-
term implications of current and pending legislation. 

 
Changes to California’s ballast water regulations (11/28/19) 

Ballast water, while necessary for the safe and efficient operation of commercial ocean-
going ships, can also create serious environmental complications if not handled correctly. 
Studies suggest that in the US alone, the introduction of invasive mollusks (transported in 
water loaded at one port, which is then discharged at another) into local ecosystems costs 
more that USD 6 billion per year. In an attempt to respond to this problem, the state of 
California (which is perhaps one of America’s most environmentally conscious states) 
has introduced the ‘Marine Invasive Species Act’ (‘the Act’). This allows the State of 
California to issue strict penalties for violations of ballast water management within their 
waters. The Act has now been amended by Assembly Bill (AB) 912, which will take 
effect on 1 January 2020. 
Related: ECOsubsea: We need a rebellion against bio-fouling extinction (11/28/19) 

 
MARINE  

 
 
McGill prof working on way to make bio-plastic from shells of pesky [European green] crabs 
(12/8/19) 

Will that be paper, or bio-plastics created from the shells of European green crabs? A 
shopper doesn’t have that choice quite yet, but a proposed research project wants to 
explore turning an invasive species into a solution to the global plastics problem… In her 

https://www.denverpost.com/2019/12/02/standley-lake-bans-boating-mussels/
https://www.denverpost.com/2019/12/02/standley-lake-bans-boating-mussels/
https://www.rivieramm.com/news-content-hub/ballast-water-treatment-ndash-beyond-certification-57030
https://www.rivieramm.com/news-content-hub/ballast-water-treatment-ndash-beyond-certification-57030
https://www.rivieramm.com/news-content-hub/ballast-water-treatment-ndash-beyond-certification-57030
https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/changes-to-californias-ballast-water-regulations/
https://www.hellenicshippingnews.com/ecosubsea-we-need-a-rebellion-against-bio-fouling-extinction/
https://www.thechronicleherald.ca/news/provincial/mcgill-prof-working-on-way-to-make-bio-plastic-from-shells-of-pesky-crabs-385686/
https://www.thechronicleherald.ca/news/provincial/mcgill-prof-working-on-way-to-make-bio-plastic-from-shells-of-pesky-crabs-385686/


Return to top 
 

5 

lab, Moores had been exploring ways to use a technique called mechanochemistry to 
create reactions in materials like shells in their solid phase rather than use 
environmentally unfriendly techniques with corrosive liquids… “I was not aware of the 
green crab situation at all until we published an article on making some new bio-plastics 
from crustacean shells and we got a phone call from people at Parks Canada,” said 
Moores during a phone interview Sunday from Montreal. 

 
[Scientific Publication] Brett R. Howard, Fiona T. Francis, Isabelle M. Côté & Thomas W. 
Therriault. 2019. Habitat alteration by invasive European green crab (Carcinus maenas) causes 
eelgrass loss in British Columbia, Canada. Biological Invasions volume 21, pages 3607–3618 

 
[Scientific Publication] Isabel Casties and Elizabeta Briski. 2019. Life history traits of aquatic 
non-indigenous species: freshwater vs. marine habitats. Aquatic Invasions, Volume 14, Issue 4 
(2019) pp 566–581 

 
AQUACULTURE 

 
 
Trudeau sets 2025 deadline to remove B.C. fish farms (12/13/19) 

… The PM’s letter pledges to: “Work with the province of British Columbia and 
Indigenous communities to create a responsible plan to transition from open net-pen 
salmon farming in coastal British Columbia waters by 2025, and begin work to introduce 
Canada’s first-ever Aquaculture Act.”… 
 
 

FISH 
 

 
Up to $10K prize for catching invasive predator fish in Wyoming reservoirs (12/16/19) 

Casper, Wyo. — Burbot is a species of predator fish that has been illegally introduced to 
some Wyoming reservoirs. The Wyoming Game and Fish Department says that burbot 
“have become well established” at both Flaming Gorge and Fontenelle Reservoirs. 
Several contests aim to get anglers out on the waters, targeting the invasive burbot on 
both reservoirs. 

 
 
Salmon frenzy in western Arctic reaches historic high (12/16/19) 

The salmon frenzy that started in the western Arctic earlier this year has gone on to reach 
a historic high. Fisheries and Oceans Canada has been studying Arctic salmon 
populations since 2000, and collects samples every year as part of the Arctic Salmon 
Project. This year, 2,400 salmon were submitted to the department. 

 
 
 
[Washington] Commission approves freshwater fishing rule changes, marine fish and shellfish 
rule simplifications, and a land acquisition at December meeting (12/17/19) 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-02072-z
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-019-02072-z
https://www.reabic.net/aquaticinvasions/2019/issue4.aspx
https://www.reabic.net/aquaticinvasions/2019/issue4.aspx
https://www.thenorthernview.com/news/prime-minister-sets-2025-timeline-for-plan-to-remove-fish-farms-from-b-c-waters/
https://oilcity.news/community/2019/12/16/up-to-10k-prize-for-catching-invasive-predator-fish-in-wyoming-reservoirs2/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north/arctic-salmon-project-2400-samples-1.5396867
https://wdfw.wa.gov/news/commission-approves-freshwater-fishing-rule-changes-marine-fish-and-shellfish-rule
https://wdfw.wa.gov/news/commission-approves-freshwater-fishing-rule-changes-marine-fish-and-shellfish-rule
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The commission supported WDFW’s recommendation and adopted “Option B2”, which 
includes changes to size and daily limits of largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, channel 
catfish, and walleye in 77 lakes around the state: 
• Largemouth bass: Change from 5 to a 10-fish daily limit; only one fish may be over 17 

inches. 
• Smallmouth bass: Change from 10 to a 15-fish daily limit; only one fish may be over 14 

inches. 
• Channel catfish: Change from a 5 to a 10-fish daily limit. 
• Walleye: Change from 8 to a 16-fish daily limit; only one fish may be over 22 inches. 
 
A recording of the Dec. 13 meeting is available at 
https://player.invintus.com/?clientID=2836755451&eventID=2019121001 and the Dec. 14 
meeting is available at 
https://player.invintus.com/?clientID=2836755451&eventID=2019121002. 

 
 
Analysis of State Legal Requirements for Aquatic Invasive Species Biosecurity at Fish 
Hatcheries 

The National Sea Grant Law Center recently published a report funded by the Mountain-
Prairie Region of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 2018 to compile existing federal 
and state laws and regulations governing fish hatchery operations and analyze the extent 
to which state law requires or encourages biosecurity planning. The NSGLC began its 
analysis by compiling a comprehensive inventory of the laws, regulations, and policies 
related to fish hatcheries in the eight states within the Mountain-Prairie Region 
(Colorado, Kansas, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and 
Wyoming). The NSGLC next conducted a review of both scientific journals and grey 
literature (e.g., agency reports, policy manuals) to identify the key aquatic invasive 
species biosecurity measures recommended for fish hatchery operations. Twelve key 
BMPs for AIS biosecurity at fish hatcheries emerged from the NSGLC’s review of the 
literature. The NSGLC then undertook an analysis of the complied state laws and 
regulations to determine the extent to which they require or encourage the 
implementation of the identified BMPs. 
 
 

 
Study on Asian carp does not bode well for Great Lakes, says Fishery Commission rep (12/6/19) 

A new study that shows the population of sport fish has dropped significantly in parts of 
the upper Mississippi River, which also claims a large population of Asian carp, is not 
good news for the Great Lakes fishery, says a representative of the Great Lakes Fishery 
Commission (GLFC), and fuels the calls for action to be taken to curb the potential risk 
of the fish spreading throughout the Great Lakes. 

 
Maine lobstermen look to Asian Carp as potential solution for bait crisis (11/26/19) 

The Maine Department of Marine Resources said the position that will manage bait 
across the state is currently vacant and until that position is filled, approval for using 
Illinois Carp as bait is on-hold. 

https://wdfw.wa.gov/sites/default/files/2019-12/option_b2_wacs_all.pdf
https://player.invintus.com/?clientID=2836755451&eventID=2019121001
https://player.invintus.com/?clientID=2836755451&eventID=2019121002
http://nsglc.olemiss.edu/publications/#hatchery
http://nsglc.olemiss.edu/publications/#hatchery
https://www.manitoulin.ca/study-on-asian-carp-does-not-bode-well-for-great-lakes-says-fishery-commission-rep/
https://newschannel20.com/news/local/maine-lobstermen-look-to-asian-carp-as-potential-solution-for-bait-crisis
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Asian Carp ‘eDNA’ found in Chicago creek near Lake Michigan. But what does it mean? 
(11/25/19) 

For the first time, researchers have found DNA from two types of invasive Asian carp in 
Bubbly Creek off the Chicago River’s South Fork, only about 2½ miles from Lake 
Michigan. That’s alarmingly close. Should invasive Asian carp make it into the Great 
Lakes, many scientists believe they would cause a huge disruption to the aquatic food 
chain and damage, perhaps irreparably, a $7 billion annual Great Lakes fishery. But 
there’s a catch: The findings are so-called environmental DNA, or eDNA. The samples 
don’t come from the fish themselves, but via an emerging science that allows researchers 
to find the DNA of individual species — in this case bighead and silver carp — in water 
samples, using sophisticated collection and testing methods. 
 

Yellowstone Makes Progress to Remove Invasive Lake Trout (11/24/19) 
The 20-year and $20 million effort to remove nonnative lake trout from Yellowstone 
Lake continues, but it may never come to a conclusion, according to a news release from 
Yellowstone National Park. The park recently finished its annual removal of the invasive 
species to preserve the native cutthroat population. “I want to personally thank the 
National Park Service team, our partners, and the many people who have 
philanthropically supported this continuing conservation effort,” Park Superintendent 
Cam Sholly said in the news release. “There is a considerable amount of work yet to do 
to build on this progress,” Sholly said. “This will continue to be one of our conservation 
priorities.” 

 
[Scientific Publication] Leo G. Nico, Andrew J. Ropicki, Jay V. Kilian and Matthew Harper. 
2019.  Asian swamp eels in North America linked to the live-food trade and prayer-release 
rituals. Aquatic Invasions, Volume 14, Issue 4 (2019) (pp 775–814) 
 

 
AQUATIC PLANTS 

 
 
[Texas] Waterfowl hunters reminded to help prevent spread of giant salvinia (11/21/19) 

With duck hunting season getting underway in most of the state in early November, the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department is reminding waterfowl hunters to clean, drain and 
dry boats and equipment before traveling from lake to lake to help avoid spreading 
invasive species like giant salvinia. 

 
Herbicides on Lake George could be considered after spending millions on milfoil management 
(11/28/19) 

More than $6 million has been spent since 1988 on the invasive aquatic weed, and Wick 
now has a plan to spend close to $500,000 each year for the next three to get particularly 
thick beds under control. But milfoil never really goes away, and Wick estimates it will 
cost about $200,000 a year following the three-year attack strategy just to maintain Lake 
George. 

 

https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2019/11/25/asian-carp-edna-found-chicago-bubbly-creek-near-lake-michigan/4230603002/
https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2019/11/25/asian-carp-edna-found-chicago-bubbly-creek-near-lake-michigan/4230603002/
https://k2radio.com/yellowstone-makes-progress-to-remove-invasive-lake-trout/?utm_source=tsmclip&utm_medium=referral
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/news/19053.htm
https://www.nps.gov/yell/learn/news/19053.htm
https://www.reabic.net/aquaticinvasions/2019/issue4.aspx
https://www.reabic.net/aquaticinvasions/2019/issue4.aspx
http://theparisnews.com/free/article_3accb66a-0c76-11ea-9ac2-6bc8cbdec554.html
https://poststar.com/news/local/herbicides-on-lake-george-could-be-considered-after-spending-millions/article_7a53f0dd-b992-5255-81cb-42ce16f8710a.html
https://poststar.com/news/local/herbicides-on-lake-george-could-be-considered-after-spending-millions/article_7a53f0dd-b992-5255-81cb-42ce16f8710a.html
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FRESHWATER 

 
 
Mud snail halts trout deliveries from Arizona fish hatchery (12/7/19) 

An invasive mud snail that can disrupt the food chain has been found at a state fish 
hatchery in Cornville. The Arizona Game and Fish Department says it won't stock trout 
from the Page Springs Fish Hatchery until it can be sure the mud snail won't travel with 
the fish. Officials say they're sampling more areas of the hatchery and trying to eradicate 
the tiny New Zealand mud snails that can compete with native snails, mussels and aquatic 
insects. The mud snails reproduce quickly and have no natural predators in the U.S. 

 
UC Davis students propose turning invasive species into dog food (11/26/19) 

Six graduate students and members of the Tahoe Environmental Research Center have 
collaborated to create a product from an invasive species. Specifically, an aquatic 
invasive species known as Mysis Shrimp. 
 

Mathematician Develops Model to Control Spread of Aquatic Invasive Species (11/26/19) 
Adjusting the water flow rate in a river can prevent invasive species from moving 
upstream and expanding their range. Suzanne Lenhart, Chancellor’s Professor and James 
R. Cox Professor of Mathematics, has developed a partial differential equation model to 
find the desired flow rate to reduce invasive populations. The model is detailed in a new 
paper published in Mathematics. 

 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

 
Invasive species set to exploit climate change in Antarctica (11/27/19) 

But scientists argue in a report published Wednesday that climate change will make it 
easier for invasive species to establish themselves, even though the continent is warming 
at a slower pace than other parts of the planet. “Climate change both reduces the barrier 
to getting in, so it makes it less stressful … and it reduces the problems of establishing,” 
said British Antarctic Survey expert Peter Convey, who co-authored the research, 
published in Science Advances. 

 
OTHER 

 
 
Goodbye herbicide, hello weed-zapping farmbot -- The UK’s Small Robot Company and 
RootWave partner to develop a non-chemical weed control (12/5/19) 

Farmers may soon have an alternative to spraying their fields with chemicals, as Small 
Robot Company and RootWave, two UK-based agritech startups, today announced a 
partnership to develop a high-precision robot that can kill weeds with a zap of electricity. 
Small Robot has already developed a series of small, agricultural robots, called Tom, 

https://www.sacbee.com/news/business/article238162744.html
https://mynews4.com/news/local/uc-davis-students-propose-turning-invasive-species-into-dog-food
https://news.utk.edu/2019/11/21/mathematician-develops-model-to-control-spread-of-aquatic-invasive-species/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Read%20more%20about%20the%20model&utm_campaign=releases
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2019/11/28/world/science-health-world/invasive-species-set-exploit-climate-change-antarctica/#.XfGrqy3MzVo
https://sifted.eu/articles/goodbye-herbicide-hello-farmbot/
https://sifted.eu/articles/goodbye-herbicide-hello-farmbot/
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Dick and Harry, which can automate some of the routine tasks of farming. Tom, a 
scouting robot similar to the Mars Rover, for example, uses computer vision to map the 
weeds in a field, covering about 20 hectares a day. 

 
Car Carrier Denied Entry to Australia Due to Stink Bugs (12/8/19) 

The car carrier Orca Ace, carrying over 3,500 cars and heavy machinery, has been 
refused entry into Australia because of the potential biosecurity risk she poses due to 
brown marmorated stink bugs. Minister for Agriculture, Bridget McKenzie, said entry of 
stink bugs could have a decimating impact on Australia’s agricultural crops and 
horticulture, if established here. “Just as concerning is the impact these bugs can have on 
all of us. They are a real headache for residents creeping into homes when the weather 
gets cooler, letting off an unpleasant smell, and they’re hard to kill.” The bugs entered the 
U.S. in the late 1990s and are now widely established. They are also spreading across 
Europe and are now in several countries including Italy, Greece, Georgia and Romania. 

 
Pheromones and social lives are becoming a liability for insects in changing climates (12/5/19) 

It is no surprise that enormous biodiversity loss is a consequence of our rapidly changing 
planet. Species are going extinct across the globe as a result of global warming, shifting 
habitats, and the spread of pathogens and invasive species. But some organisms have 
traits that make them particularly vulnerable to these changes. Scientists are now 
discovering that social animals — those that live in cooperative societies — may fall into 
this category. 

 
Can We Identify Invasive Species before They Invade? (12/5/19) 

North American forests are full of nonnative insects—more than 450 species, by the 
latest available count. Most have done no obvious damage, but the few that have—such 
as the emerald ash borer, which is killing off its namesake trees, and the hemlock woolly 
adelgid, which is devastating eastern hemlocks—have remade entire landscapes, doing 
untold ecological and economic harm. People have tried for decades to understand why 
some introduced insects become pernicious invasive species while others apparently 
remain innocuous, but these efforts have been mostly fruitless. Predicting which path an 
organism will follow “is the holy grail of invasion biology,” says forest entomologist 
Kamal Gandhi. 

 
New expert findings seek to protect national parks from invasive animal species (12/3/19) 

More than half of America's national parks are facing a grave and immediate threat: the 
ongoing presence and spread of invasive animal species. The National Park Service has 
taken the first step in combatting this invasion by asking a group of experts to help chart 
a course that will ensure the survival of these national treasures. 
Cited Publication: The unaddressed threat of invasive animals in U.S. National Parks 

 
New England's Migratory Birds Like To Eat Local, Too (11/27/19) 

A new study published in the journal Biological Conservation finds that given the choice, 
birds traveling through New England will almost always opt for native fruits like 
blueberries and raspberries over invasive ones like Asian bittersweet and multiflora rose 
— even when the latter is far more prevalent. 

https://maritime-executive.com/article/car-carrier-denied-entry-to-australia-due-to-stink-bugs
https://massivesci.com/articles/social-insects-animals-global-change-climate-habitat-biodiversity/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/can-we-identify-invasive-species-before-they-invade/
https://phys.org/news/2019-12-expert-national-invasive-animal-species.html
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs10530-019-02128-0
https://www.wbur.org/earthwhile/2019/11/27/new-england-birds-native-fruit
https://www.wbur.org/earthwhile/2019/11/27/new-england-birds-native-fruit
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0006320719314946?via%3Dihub
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Montana starts campaign to contain invasive wild pigs from Saskatchewan, Alberta 
 (11/25/19) 

A University of Saskatchewan researcher has been tracking wild pigs and hopes the latest 
move by Montana’s state government will help send a message to policy-makers in 
Saskatchewan. The Department of Livestock and the Montana Invasive Species Council 
have teamed up to create the “Squeal on Pigs” education and outreach campaign. 
Related: A herd of feral hogs attacked and killed a woman on her way to work in Texas 
(11/16/19) 

 
[Scientific Publication] Rebecca A. Fletcher, et al. 2019. Invasive plants negatively impact 
native, but not exotic, animals. Global Change Biology. Vol 25 (11) 
https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.14752 
 
 

JOBS/GRANTS 
 

 
JOBS 

 
Tahoe Regional Planning Authority: AIS Projects Coordinator: posted on 12/2/2019, open until 
filled – AIS Projects Coordinator Job Description: TRPA is seeking qualified applicants for a 
full-time contract position as an AIS Projects Coordinator. This position will be responsible for 
coordinating, planning and implementing AIS control projects that will help Lake Tahoe reach 
the ambitious goal of bringing all existing AIS populations to maintenance level or localized 
eradication within 10 years. This position entails all aspects of project management from start to 
finish to implement projects that require multiple agencies and have high stakeholder and public 
interest. 
 
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Invasive Species Program is recruiting to fill 
the Senior Environmental Scientist Supervisor for the Quagga/Zebra Mussel Program. Under the 
direction of the Environmental Program Manager I (Supervisory), the incumbent will supervise 
implementation of the statewide Quagga/Zebra Mussel Program. This position is responsible for 
daily supervision of staff and leads internal coordination to address dreissenid mussel issues and 
ensure consistency throughout the Department, leads collaboration with external agencies and 
stakeholders, oversees the development of scientifically substantiated policy recommendations, 
and implementation of those policies. Duties require excellent communication and collaboration 
skills; a high degree of personal initiative, accountability, and subject-matter expertise; and in-
depth knowledge of administrative procedures, Department policies, applicable environmental 
laws, and ecological principles. Duties may be expanded to include other invasive species issues 
as workload and funding permits. This position will report to 1010 Riverside Pkwy, West 
Sacramento, CA 95605. 
Final Filing Date 12/24/19. The full duty statement and application instructions are available at 
https://jobs.ca.gov/CalHrPublic/Jobs/JobPosting.aspx?JobControlId=184274. 
 
 

https://globalnews.ca/news/6216506/montana-campaign-invasive-wild-pigs-saskatchewan-alberta/
https://globalnews.ca/news/6216506/montana-campaign-invasive-wild-pigs-saskatchewan-alberta/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2019/11/26/feral-hogs-kill-woman-texas/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2019/11/26/feral-hogs-kill-woman-texas/
https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.14752
https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.14752
https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.14752
https://www.trpa.org/wp-content/uploads/AIS-Project-Coordinator-Job-Description_Final.pdf
https://jobs.ca.gov/CalHrPublic/Jobs/JobPosting.aspx?JobControlId=184274
https://jobs.ca.gov/CalHrPublic/Jobs/JobPosting.aspx?JobControlId=184274
https://jobs.ca.gov/CalHrPublic/Jobs/JobPosting.aspx?JobControlId=184274
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NOAA Marine Debris Program - California Sea Grant Extension Fellowship 
The California Sea Grant College Program is soliciting applications for the NOAA Marine 
Debris Program - California Sea Grant Extension Fellowship. Part of the NOAA Office of 
Response and Restoration, the Marine Debris Program (MDP) mission is to investigate and 
prevent the adverse impacts of marine debris. The MDP has a California Regional Coordinator 
based in Oakland who supports local marine debris initiatives through coordination across the 
state, guides implementation of the California Ocean Litter Strategy (OLS), and identifies and 
addresses the needs of the marine debris community. The Marine Debris Extension Fellow will 
support the MDP’s work in California and assist the MDP and the California Ocean Protection 
Council (OPC) with the implementation of the OLS. Application Deadline: January 29th, 2020 
 
 
John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship Program  
The Knauss Fellowship provides a unique educational experience to graduate students who have 
an interest in ocean, coastal and Great Lakes resources and in the national policy decisions 
affecting those resources. The program, which is sponsored by the NOAA's National Sea Grant 
College Program, matches highly qualified graduate students with hosts in the legislative and 
executive branches of government located in the Washington, D.C. area for a one-year paid 
fellowship. Past fellows have developed successful careers in a variety of sectors, including 
government, academia, consulting, private companies, and nonprofit. Application Deadline: 
February 21, 2020, 5:00PM PST 
 
The Delta Science Program and California Sea Grant are excited to announce another round of 
Delta Science Fellowships. This fellowship funds up to two (2) years for research projects that 
will advance the state of knowledge underlying high priority science issues that affect the 
California Bay-Delta and its management as a coupled human and natural system. 
Eligible applicants include postdoctoral researchers, Ph.D. students, and masters students. 
Priority topic areas are identified in the full request for proposals, and include research in both 
the natural and social sciences. Application Deadline: December 20, 2019, 5:00 p.m. PT 

 
California Sea Grant and California Polytechnic State University-San Luis Obispo seek a 
California Sea Grant Extension Specialist, to be based in San Luis Obispo, California. The 
extension specialist will be a full-time employee of Cal Poly hired as a research scientist. 
Application Deadline: January 03, 2020 
 
Natural Areas Steward/Agricultural Research Technologist 2 – Washington Department of 
Natural Resources Southeast Region – Ellensburg & Husum 
Recruitment # 2019-12-6482, 8418 
Anticipated full-time, seasonal, 8-month appointment, March - October 2020 
Anticipated full-time, non-permanent, 6-month appointment, April - September 2020 
Application Deadline 1/2/20 

 
 
NOAA Coastal Management Fellowships 
The Coastal Management Fellowship was established in 1996 to provide on-the-job education 
and training opportunities in coastal resource management and policy for postgraduate students 

https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/fellowships/noaa-marine-debris-program-california-sea-grant-extension-fellowship
https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/fellowships/john-a-knauss-marine-policy-fellowship
https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/fellowships/delta-science-fellowship?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dsf20
https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/jobs/california-sea-grant-extension-specialist-cal-poly-san-luis-obispo
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington?department%5b0%5d=Dept.%20of%20Natural%20Resources&sort=PostingDate%7CDescending&page=3
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/washington?department%5b0%5d=Dept.%20of%20Natural%20Resources&sort=PostingDate%7CDescending&page=3
https://coast.noaa.gov/fellowship/coastalmanagement.html
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and to provide project assistance to state coastal zone management programs. In 2012, the 
program was expanded to include Digital Coast Partnership organizations as hosts. Up to six 
fellows are placed with state coastal programs every year and up to three fellows are placed with 
Digital Coast partnership organizations every other year, in even years. The Coastal Management 
and Digital Coast Fellowship program matches postgraduate students to work on projects 
proposed by the host and selected by the fellowship sponsor, the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Office for Coastal Management. This two-year 
opportunity offers a competitive salary, medical benefits, and travel and relocation expense 
reimbursement. The program also provides fellows with professional mentoring and training. 
Placement for the Coastal Management Fellowship positions is fully integrated into the 
placement process with the Digital Coast partner organizations. Candidates will apply to the 
Coastal Management and Digital Coast Fellowship program as a whole, and selected candidates 
will be eligible to interview with both the state coastal programs and the Digital Coast 
partnership organizations at the fellowship matching workshop. 

2020-2022 State Projects 
Six state coastal management programs were selected as hosts for the 2020-2022 Coastal 
Management and Digital Coast Fellowship. A summary of the projects, hosts, and 
locations is listed below. Descriptions of this year’s Digital Coast Fellowship project 
opportunities are also online. Candidates apply to the program overall and then interview 
with the organizations they choose (both state coastal programs and Digital Coast 
partners). 

 
GRANTS  

 
 
The first cycle of the new AIS Grant Program under the Montana Invasive Species Council is 
now open. Applications are due January 23, 2020 by 5:00 p.m. To apply visit: fundingmt.org. 
Fundingmt.org application instructions. 
 
The Oregon Invasive Species Council is excited to announce that we are now accepting 
applications for a new Outreach & Education Grant program in 2020! Please see the 
announcement below and visit https://www.oregoninvasivespeciescouncil.org/grants for more 
information and to download the application packet. Grant TimeLine: Applications due: 
January 30, 2020. Awards announced: April 2020.  
 
The Aquatic Plant Management Society is soliciting proposals for the 2020 Michael D. 
Netherland Graduate Student Research Grant (GSRG). This two-year, $40,000 grant is awarded 
biannually to provide for a full-time graduate student to conduct research in aquatic plant or 
algae management techniques, or in aquatic ecology related to the biology or management of 
regionally or nationally recognized nuisance aquatic vegetation (macrophytes, algae, or 
cyanobacteria). Please visit the APMS web site at www.apms.org for details about the Michael 
D. Netherland GSRG and for the 2020 GSRG Announcement. Please address all inquiries about 
the 2020 Grant to Dr. Ryan Thum, whose contact information is on the GSRG Announcement. 
Applications must be postmarked no later than April 17th, 2020. 

 

https://coast.noaa.gov/fellowship/coastalmanagement.html
https://fundingmt.org/index.do
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/docs/misac-docs/ais-webgrants-application-instructions.pdf
https://www.oregoninvasivespeciescouncil.org/
https://www.oregoninvasivespeciescouncil.org/grants
http://www.apms.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020-Michael-D.-Netherland-GSRG-Announcement.pdf
http://www.apms.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020-Michael-D.-Netherland-GSRG-Announcement.pdf
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FEDERAL/STATE/PROVINCIAL  
LEGISLATION, RULES, ACTIONS 

 
 
Western governors form council to target invasive species (12/11/19) 

The Western Governors' Association on Friday launched the Western Invasive Species 
Council and named representatives from 13 states and the Commonwealth of the 
Northern Mariana Islands. 

 

State/Province 
 
[Montana] Montana lawmaker proposes $10K fine for transporting aquatic invasive species 
(12/5/19) 

A Montana state senator is proposing that those caught transporting aquatic invasive 
species be fined up to $10,000 and have their vehicle impounded. Sen. Mike Cuffe, R-
Eureka, speaking at the Montana AIS Summit in Helena Wednesday, announced that he 
submitted the bill request earlier in the day. If enacted, drivers of vehicles found 
transporting watercraft carrying invasive quagga or zebra mussels could face the stiff 
financial penalty and have their vehicle and trailer impounded until they post bond and 
the watercraft is cleaned. 

Executive 
 

 
 

Congressional 
 

An AIS federal legislative table is up on the web on the www.westernais.org 
website... go to https://www.westernais.org/regulations and scroll all the way to the bottom 
 
 
Bennet Introduces New Bipartisan Legislation to Stop the Spread of Aquatic Invasive Species 
Bill Strengthens Preventative Efforts to Protect Water Infrastructure and Ecosystems from 
Invasive Mussels (12/4/19) 

Today, U.S. Senators Michael Bennet (D-Colo.), Steve Daines (R-Mont.), and Jon Tester 
(D-Mont.) introduced the Stop the Spread of Invasive Mussels Act of 2019 [S. 2975], 
new legislation to slow the movement of aquatic invasive species, like zebra and quagga 
mussels, into Colorado, Montana, and other Western States. “Because of our strong 
watercraft inspection efforts, Colorado is one of the few headwater states still free of 
zebra and quagga mussels, but there’s an ever-present risk of infestation from 
neighboring states,” said Bennet. “There is a lot on the line for water users and local 
economies. Our bill provides states and municipalities the resources they need to keep 
watercraft inspection and decontamination stations up and running, and prevent the 
spread of invasive mussels into Colorado.” 
Related: Daines, Tester want to increase cash to stop invasive species (12/5/19) 

https://www.timesunion.com/news/article/Western-governors-form-council-to-target-invasive-14896566.php
https://helenair.com/outdoors/montana-lawmaker-proposes-k-fine-for-transporting-aquatic-invasive-species/article_19bb72b3-937f-5afd-a108-55bade6b089d.html
https://helenair.com/outdoors/montana-lawmaker-proposes-k-fine-for-transporting-aquatic-invasive-species/article_19bb72b3-937f-5afd-a108-55bade6b089d.html
http://www.westernais.org/
https://www.westernais.org/regulations
https://www.bennet.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?id=5F608380-9BC4-4C94-A31B-5D5C0CE5FBD4
https://www.bennet.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?id=5F608380-9BC4-4C94-A31B-5D5C0CE5FBD4
https://www.bennet.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?id=5F608380-9BC4-4C94-A31B-5D5C0CE5FBD4
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/2975?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Stop+the+Spread+of+Invasive+Mussels+Act+of+2019%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-bill/2975?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22Stop+the+Spread+of+Invasive+Mussels+Act+of+2019%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.bozemandailychronicle.com/news/environment/daines-tester-want-to-increase-cash-to-stop-invasive-species/article_45dc769f-702a-5477-accf-de65e138bc44.html
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Historic, Bipartisan Wildlife Funding Bill Moves Forward (12/5/19) 

“The Recovering America’s Wildlife Act”  H.R.3742 is the most significant piece of 
wildlife legislation since the Endangered Species Act passed in 1973.” 

 
Feral swine, nutria dominate invasive species hearing (11/16/19) 

A lot of attention has been paid in recent years to plants that come in with imports and 
then invade farm territory, but when the House Livestock and Foreign Agriculture 
Subcommittee held a hearing on Nov. 14 titled “Safeguarding American Agriculture from 
Wild, Invasive, and Non-Native Species,” invasive animals, and especially feral swine, 
dominated the conversation.  
Related: Archived Testimony Files 

 
Budget and Appropriations 

 
House approves massive $1.4T spending package (12/17/19) 

The House on Tuesday approved $1.4 trillion in spending in a pair of bills funding the 
federal government for the rest of the fiscal year. 
The House overwhelmingly passed the pair of bills, with the first passing on a 297-120 
vote and the second passing 280-138. Both measures now head to the Senate. 
 

Congress Works to Fully Fund Government Ahead of Deadline, Files Two FY20 Packages 
(12/16/19) 

Washington, D.C. – Today, two comprehensive appropriations packages containing all 12 
appropriations measures were filed in the U.S. House of Representatives in an effort to 
complete funding for the Fiscal Year 2020 (FY2020) process.  The legislation maintains 
critical transfer authorities for the border wall and immigration enforcement, and 
provides $1.375 billion for the border wall system to be spent in accordance with the 
Administration’s Border Security Improvement Plan.  The funding measures also include 
an increase of $22 billion in defense spending to continue rebuilding our nation’s 
military, and provide our men in women in uniform with a 3.1 percent pay increase – the 
largest in a decade.  The Senate and House will vote on the packages this week, prior to 
the funding deadline of Friday, December 20, 2019.   

 
H.R. 1158 – Consolidated National Security Bill, can be found  HERE and the 
Statement of Managers [aka “Report Language”] can be  found HERE .  

 
H.R. 1865 – Consolidated Domestic and International Assistance Bill can be found 
HERE and Statement of Managers can be found HERE . Contained in the Statement 
of Managers for H.R. 1865 is AIS related language for USFWS, BIA, USACE,  USGS 
and EPA as follows: 
 

Corps of Engineers 

https://www.nwf.org/Latest-News/Press-Releases/2019/12-05-19-Recovering-Markup
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3742/cosponsors?q=%7b%22search%22:%5b%22HR3742%22%5d%7d&r=1&s=1&searchResultViewType=expanded
https://www.thefencepost.com/news/feral-swine-nutria-dominate-invasive-species-hearing/
https://agriculture.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=1374
https://agriculture.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=1374
https://agriculture.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=1374
https://thehill.com/policy/finance/474925-house-approves-massive-spending-bill
https://thehill.com/policy/finance/474925-house-approves-massive-spending-bill
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/congress-works-to-fully-fund-government-ahead-of-deadline-files-two-fy20-packages
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/congress-works-to-fully-fund-government-ahead-of-deadline-files-two-fy20-packages
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/hr1158-legislative-text
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/statement-of-managers_hr-1158
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/hr1865-legislative-text
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/download/statement-of-managers_-hr-1865
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Page  332: Aquatic Plant Control Program.-Of the funding provided for the Aquatic 
Plant Control Program, $1,000,000 shall be for activities for monitoring, surveys, and 
control of the flowering rush. Of the funding provided for the Aquatic Plant Control 
Program, $5,000,000 shall be for nationwide research and development to address 
invasive aquatic plants; within this funding, the Corps is encouraged to support cost 
shared aquatic plant management programs. Of the funding provided for the Aquatic 
Plant Control Program, $15,000,000 shall be for watercraft inspection stations, as 
authorized by section 1039 of WRRDA, and $3,000,000 shall be for related monitoring.  
 
Page 351: Aquatic Nuisance Research Program.-Concerns persist about the increasing 
threat to human health and public safety from harmful algal blooms (HABs) on our 
nation's surface waters. The agreement provides additional funds in Aquatic Nuisance 
Research Program to address HABs and to develop next generation ecological models to 
maintain inland and intracoastal waterways, which contribute over $649,000,000,000 
annually to the U.S. economy. The agreement also provides additional funds to support 
research and development that will identify the formation of HABs and develop 
improved strategies for early detection, prevention, and management techniques and 
procedures to reduce the occurrence and impacts of HABs in the nation' s water 
resources. The Corps is urged to work collaboratively with appropriate university 
partners to address these issues. The Corps is encouraged to explore opportunities to 
address HABs in the Great Lakes given the historic lake levels in the region. 
 
 

United States Fish And Wildlife 
 
Page 444: Aquatic Invasive Species.-The agreement includes $40,482,000 for 
the aquatic invasive species programs, of which: $2,834,000 is to help States 
implement plans required by the National Invasive Species Act (NISA); 
$1,566,000 is for NISA coordination; $4,088,000 is to implement subsection 5  
(d)(2) of the Lake Tahoe Restoration Act; $25,000,000 is for Asian carp as 
outlined in House Report 116-100 and Senate Report 116-123 including not less 
than $2,500,000 for contract fishing; $3,000,000 is to prevent the spread of quagga 
and zebra mussels; and $1,011,000 is for Great Lakes Sea Lamprey administration 
costs 
 

National Park Service 
 
Page 449:  Resource Stewardship.-The bill includes: $3,576,000 for the 
Partnership Wild & Scenic Rivers program and other similarly managed rivers; 
$1,000,000 for Active Forest Management; $3,000,000 for Quagga and Zebra 
Mussel programs;  
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United States Geological Survey 
 
Page 455:  The recommendation provides $23,330,000 for Invasive Species which 
includes $1,720,000 for Chronic Wasting Disease and a total of $10,620,000 for Asian 
carp research, of which $3,000,000 is for research on grass carp and the additional 
increase is to be used in accordance with the specifications outlined in Senate Report 
116-123. The agreement encourages the Survey to prioritize research, detection, and 
response efforts on invasive species with extremely high impacts on public lands, such as 
the Burmese Python, and to examine expanding their efforts to include Lionfish. 
 
Page 456: The recommendation includes $10,000,000 for the Water Resources 
Research Institutes, of which $1,000,000 is for research on aquatic invasive 
species in the Upper Mississippi River region to address a critical need for multi-
state research. 
 

Bureau Of Indian Affairs 
 
Page 460: Within the Tribal Management Development program, the bill includes 
an additional $255,000 to advance the understanding of salmon and steelhead 
habitat; an additional $500,000 to develop Tribal buffalo herds and support related 
activities; and an additional $700,000 for pilot projects and programs for Alaska 
subsistence activities as further outlined in the Senate Report 116-123. In addition, 
the agreement includes $25,541,000 for the Agriculture Program (TPA); 
$9,773,000 for Invasive Species; $6,549,000 for Wildlife and Parks (TPA); and 
$8,525,000 for water management, planning and pre-development. 
 

Environmental Protection Agency 
 
Page 475: Great Lakes and Lake Champlain Invasive Species Program.-As 
authorized by the recently enacted Vessel Incident Discharge Act (P.L. 115-282), 
the Agency is charged with implementing the Great Lakes and Lake Champlain 
Invasive Species Program. As the Agency develops its implementation plan, it is 
expected to coordinate with all appropriate Federal agency partners, as well as the 
Federally authorized Lake Champlain Basin Program. The Agency is directed to 
submit an implementation plan within 90 days of enactment detailing actions the 
Agency expects to take in fiscal year 2020 to implement this important program. 
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TRAININGS, WEBINARS, CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS 
 

 

Events: Archived Materials 
 
 
 

Events: Webinars, Trainings, Conferences and Meetings 
 

 
Watercraft Inspection Training 

The Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission has added  
additional trainings to the WIT schedule: 

 
WIT II 

January 14-15, 2020 
February 11-12, 2020 
March 10-11, 2020 

 
WIT III 

January 28-30, 2020 
 

HOSTING OPPORTUNITIES 
If you would like to host a WIT training in 2020 there are some dates still available.  

Contact quaggadee@cox.net if interested in a WIT II/WIT III/ 
Advanced Decontamination Training 

April 7-8, 2020 
April 21-22, 2020 

May 5-6, 2020 
 

For more information, go to website links or contact Quagga D @ (702)236-3814 or 
quaggadee@cox.net 

  
 
 

December 
 
Webinar: Ecological and Economic Impacts By Spiny Waterflea in a Wisconsin Lake 
December 19, 2019; 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM CST 

About this webinar: Aquatic invasive species can alter complex food web interactions 
that are important to how lakes provide ecosystem services – the benefits humans derive 
from nature. Outbreak of the invasive predatory zooplankton, spiny water flea 
(Bythotrephes longimanus) in Lake Mendota in Madison, WI led to a 60% decline in the 
keystone algae-eating herbivore Daphnia pulicaria, and in turn, a 3 foot decline in water 
clarity – a service we estimated to be worth over $100 million to Dane County. We found 

https://www.westernais.org/level-2-inspection-and-decon
https://www.westernais.org/level-3-trainer-training
https://www.westernais.org/hosting-a-training
webinar:%20Ecological%20and%20Economic%20Impacts%20By%20Spiny%20Waterflea%20in%20a%20Wisconsin%20Lake%20%20December%2019,%202019;%2012:00%20PM%20%E2%80%93%201:00%20PM%20CST%20%20About%20this%20webinar:%20Aquatic%20invasive%20species%20can%20alter%20complex%20food%20web%20interactions%20that%20are%20important%20to%20how%20lakes%20provide%20ecosystem%20services%20%E2%80%93%20the%20benefits%20humans%20derive%20from%20nature.%20Outbreak%20of%20the%20invasive%20predatory%20zooplankton,%20spiny%20water%20flea%20(Bythotrephes%20longimanus)%20in%20Lake%20Mendota%20in%20Madison,%20WI%20led%20to%20a%2060%25%20decline%20in%20the%20keystone%20algae-eating%20herbivore%20Daphnia%20pulicaria,%20and%20in%20turn,%20a%203%20foot%20decline%20in%20water%20clarity%20%E2%80%93%20a%20service%20we%20estimated%20to%20be%20worth%20over%20$100%20million%20to%20Dane%20County.%20We%20found%20that%20these%20damages%20to%20water%20clarity%20could%20be%20offset%20by%20a%2071%25%20reduction%20of%20agricultural%20phosphorus%20runoff%20into%20the%20lake,%20costing%20anywhere%20from%20$80%20million%20to%20$160%20million.%20Such%20extreme%20cases%20of%20economic%20damages%20call%20for%20increased%20investment%20in%20the%20prevention%20and%20control%20of%20aquatic%20invasive%20species%20to%20better%20maximize%20the%20economic%20benefits%20of%20management%20decisions%20in%20lakes.%20This%20call%20is%20particularly%20relevant%20for%20the%20tens%20of%20thousands%20of%20lakes%20in%20the%20Upper%20Midwest%20that%20provide%20enormous%20value%20in%20ecosystem%20services%20and%20are%20vulnerable%20to%20over%20one%20hundred%20nonnative%20aquatic%20species.%20Our%20results%20highlight%20the%20need%20to%20more%20fully%20incorporate%20ecosystem%20services%20into%20our%20analysis%20of%20aquatic%20invasive%20species%20impacts,%20management,%20and%20public%20policy.%20The%20webinar%20is%20free,%20but%20registration%20is%20required.
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that these damages to water clarity could be offset by a 71% reduction of agricultural 
phosphorus runoff into the lake, costing anywhere from $80 million to $160 million. 
Such extreme cases of economic damages call for increased investment in the prevention 
and control of aquatic invasive species to better maximize the economic benefits of 
management decisions in lakes. This call is particularly relevant for the tens of thousands 
of lakes in the Upper Midwest that provide enormous value in ecosystem services and are 
vulnerable to over one hundred nonnative aquatic species. Our results highlight the need 
to more fully incorporate ecosystem services into our analysis of aquatic invasive species 
impacts, management, and public policy. The webinar is free, but registration is required. 

 
Washington Invasive Species Council: December 19, 2019, Olympia, Natural Resources 
Building Room 172. 
 

---- 
 

2020 
 

January 
 

Idaho Invasive Species Council Meeting will be held January 17th, 2020 @ 9:00 AM MST: 
The 2019 end of season council meeting date has been rescheduled due to an overwhelming 
amount of schedule conflicts with the previously proposed dates and the holiday season quickly 
approaching. The council meeting will be held Friday January 17th, 2020 in conjunction with 
several Idaho noxious weed meetings held in Boise earlier that week. Apologies for any 
inconvenience or travel issues this has caused.   Please RSVP for either conference phone or in-
person that way we can get a rough head count for attendance. nicholas.zurfluh@isda.idaho.gov 
 
 
The next meeting of the 100th Meridian Initiative Columbia River Basin Team is scheduled for 
Wednesday and Thursday,  January 22 & 23, 2019  at the Embassy Suites,  Portland Airport. The 
next meeting of the 100th Meridian Initiative Columbia River Basin Team is scheduled for 
Wednesday and Thursday, January 22 & 23, 2019 in Portland, OR at the Embassy Suites 
Portland Airport We anticipate starting at ~ 9 am on Wednesday 1/22/20 and ending Thursday ~ 
3 pm on 1/23/20. On the morning of day one we will have a meeting of the CRB Dreissenid 
Monitoring Forum. Please contact Tim Counihan if you have questions on the monitoring forum 
(tcounihan@usgs.gov). REGISTRATION: Please register by going  HERE for the Eventbrite 
registration page. Hotel Block Expires  December 20th. 
    
80th Midwest Fish & Wildlife Conference 
Includes symposiums on Partnerships to Inform Aquatic invasive Species Management and 
Recent Advancements in Behavioral Guidance Technologies to Deter Invasive Carp 
Jan. 26-29, 2020 Springfield, Illinois 
 
Environmental DNA Symposium: How to Achieve a True Consensus for Best Environmental 
DNA Practices, which will be held at UC Davis on 29 January, 9 am to 5 pm.  It’s free and open 
to the public.  Register Here 

webinar:%20Ecological%20and%20Economic%20Impacts%20By%20Spiny%20Waterflea%20in%20a%20Wisconsin%20Lake%20%20December%2019,%202019;%2012:00%20PM%20%E2%80%93%201:00%20PM%20CST%20%20About%20this%20webinar:%20Aquatic%20invasive%20species%20can%20alter%20complex%20food%20web%20interactions%20that%20are%20important%20to%20how%20lakes%20provide%20ecosystem%20services%20%E2%80%93%20the%20benefits%20humans%20derive%20from%20nature.%20Outbreak%20of%20the%20invasive%20predatory%20zooplankton,%20spiny%20water%20flea%20(Bythotrephes%20longimanus)%20in%20Lake%20Mendota%20in%20Madison,%20WI%20led%20to%20a%2060%25%20decline%20in%20the%20keystone%20algae-eating%20herbivore%20Daphnia%20pulicaria,%20and%20in%20turn,%20a%203%20foot%20decline%20in%20water%20clarity%20%E2%80%93%20a%20service%20we%20estimated%20to%20be%20worth%20over%20$100%20million%20to%20Dane%20County.%20We%20found%20that%20these%20damages%20to%20water%20clarity%20could%20be%20offset%20by%20a%2071%25%20reduction%20of%20agricultural%20phosphorus%20runoff%20into%20the%20lake,%20costing%20anywhere%20from%20$80%20million%20to%20$160%20million.%20Such%20extreme%20cases%20of%20economic%20damages%20call%20for%20increased%20investment%20in%20the%20prevention%20and%20control%20of%20aquatic%20invasive%20species%20to%20better%20maximize%20the%20economic%20benefits%20of%20management%20decisions%20in%20lakes.%20This%20call%20is%20particularly%20relevant%20for%20the%20tens%20of%20thousands%20of%20lakes%20in%20the%20Upper%20Midwest%20that%20provide%20enormous%20value%20in%20ecosystem%20services%20and%20are%20vulnerable%20to%20over%20one%20hundred%20nonnative%20aquatic%20species.%20Our%20results%20highlight%20the%20need%20to%20more%20fully%20incorporate%20ecosystem%20services%20into%20our%20analysis%20of%20aquatic%20invasive%20species%20impacts,%20management,%20and%20public%20policy.%20The%20webinar%20is%20free,%20but%20registration%20is%20required.
https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/meetings.shtml
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1111+Washington+St+SE,+Olympia,+WA+98501/@47.0373879,-122.9002355,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x549174e32b6a63c1:0x2627c117f6157aa8%218m2%213d47.0373879%214d-122.8980415
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1111+Washington+St+SE,+Olympia,+WA+98501/@47.0373879,-122.9002355,17z/data=%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x549174e32b6a63c1:0x2627c117f6157aa8%218m2%213d47.0373879%214d-122.8980415
mailto:nicholas.zurfluh@isda.idaho.gov
https://www.westernais.org/regional
https://embassysuites3.hilton.com/en/hotels/oregon/embassy-suites-by-hilton-portland-airport-PDXESES/index.html
https://embassysuites3.hilton.com/en/hotels/oregon/embassy-suites-by-hilton-portland-airport-PDXESES/index.html
mailto:tcounihan@usgs.gov
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/columbia-basin-team-meeting-2020-tickets-80372734011
http://midwestfw.org/
https://marinescience.ucdavis.edu/events/upcoming-events/edna
https://marinescience.ucdavis.edu/events/upcoming-events/edna
https://marinescience.ucdavis.edu/events/upcoming-events/edna
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February 
 

Planning has begun for the 2020 Eastern Washington / North Idaho Regional Lakes Conference. 
The event is scheduled for Saturday February 1st, 2020, at Spokane Community College. Just 
like the past couple years, electronic registration is preferred.  
lakesconference.libertylake.org 

 
Columbia Gorge 9th annual Invasive Species and Exotic Pest Workshop 
In partnership with USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Washington Invasive 
Species Council, Washington State University Extension, and Skamania County, the Columbia 
Gorge CWMA is proud to be co-hosting the ninth annual Invasive Species and Exotic Pest 
Workshop at the Hegewald Center on February 27th, 2020! Questions? Email the CWMA 
Coordinator directly at columbiagorgecwma@gmail.com. 
 

 
March 

 
Mississippi River Basin Panel on Aquatic Nuisance Species Meeting  March 3-5, 2020; Cedar 
Creek, Texas. Location: The meeting and workshop will be held at the Lower Colorado River 
Authority, McKinney Roughs Nature Park, 1884 SH 71 West, Cedar Creek, Texas 78612 
Lodging: A block of lodging rooms is being reserved in nearby Bastrop, TX. We will share 
reservation information as soon as it is available. 
 
More information is forthcoming, but please save the date and mark your calendars for the USGS 
NAS town hall on eDNA - Monday, March 30, 2020 (time TBA). 

 
May 

 
The next meeting of the ANS Task Force will be hosted by the Northeast Regional Panel and is 
tentatively scheduled for the week of May 4, 2020. 

 
July 

 
2020 60th Aquatic Plant Management Society (APMS) Meeting Date: Jul 19, 2020 to Jul 22, 
2020. Venue: Hyatt Regency San Antonio Riverwalk. Location: San Antonio, Texas 
 

August 
 
2020 105th Ecological Society of America Annual Meeting 
Date: Aug 02, 2020 to Aug 07, 2020. Venue: Salt Palace Convention Center. Location: Salt Lake 
City, Utah. https://www.esa.org/saltlake/  
 

 
 

http://lakesconference.libertylake.org/
mailto:columbiagorgecwma@gmail.com
http://www.mrbp.org/meetings?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
http://www.apms.org/annual-meeting/2020-annual-meeting/
https://www.esa.org/saltlake/
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October 
 

2020 15th Annual Biocontrol Industry Meeting: Date: Oct 19, 2020 to Oct 21, 2020. 
Venue: Congress Center Basel. Location: Basel, Switzerland 

________________ 
 
 

 
 
 
TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org. 
AIS NEWS was compiled by Robyn Draheim and Stephen Phillips. Past issues of AIS NEWS can 
be found @ http://www.westernais.org/   under the “News” tab. 

https://www.abim.ch/home.html
mailto:sphillips@psmfc.org
http://www.westernais.org/
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