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RECOMMENDED  

 
Native or invasive species? The distinction blurs as the world warms (1/31/20) 

Across the warming globe, a mass exodus of tens of thousands of species is transforming 
the distribution of biodiversity — and challenging fundamental tenets in conservation 
policy and science. Are policymakers, land managers, and conservationists prepared?  

 
In recent years, scientists have documented countless species shifting their ranges toward 
the poles, higher into the mountains, and deeper into the seas in response to the changing 

climate. Deciduous shrubs of willow, birch, and alder have spread into the low Arctic 
tundra. Brightly colored tropical parrotfish and rabbitfish have arrived in the temperate 

kelp forests of the eastern Mediterranean. Elkhorn corals from the Caribbean now sprout 
in thickets off the coast of Galveston, Texas.  

 
The trend is expected to continue as the climate crisis deepens, with species that societies 

rely upon for a wide range of economic, cultural, and recreational value shifting their 
ranges to survive. “The entire trajectory of natural capital, from aesthetic to economic,” 
says University of Florida wildlife ecologist Brett Scheffers, “is going to be moving.” 

 
The coming exodus, Scheffers and other scientists say, will require a transformation in 
the way we think about wildlife management and conservation — and a reevaluation of 
the traditional native-alien dichotomy that has governed it. For decades, conservation 

biology has characterized the movement of species into new habitats as potential 
invasions of alien species with the capacity to threaten local ecosystems and already 

resident species, leading to the formulation of policies to reflexively repel the 

https://e360.yale.edu/features/native-species-or-invasive-the-distinction-blurs-as-the-world-warms


Return to top 
 

2 

newcomers. This approach, and its underlying classification of wild species as either 
“native” (and thus worthy of protections) or “alien” (and thus likely not) has been the 

subject of growing controversy in recent years. 
… 

[Full Story] 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Biosurveillance of Invasive species: A webinar series for adding eDNA data to the NAS 
Database 

 
The USGS Nonindigenous Aquatic Species (NAS) Database (nas.er.usgs.gov) tracks occurrences 
of >1290 non-native and invasive fish, invertebrates, amphibians, reptiles, and plants throughout 

the United States and its territories. NAS scientists are working with top interagency 
environmental (e)DNA experts to develop consensus on community data standards for 

integrating eDNA data. The combination of traditional specimen observations and eDNA 
detections could provide more complete distribution of occurrences and significantly improve 

the response time to new invasions as part of an early detection rapid response (EDRR) system. 
The goals of integrating eDNA include: 

 
Establish, maintain, and update community data standards with current eDNA science 

Communicate with stakeholders about new eDNA occurrences to inform management decisions 
and responses while minimizing unnecessary responses 

Provide a public interface with data to display eDNA detections in conjunction with traditional 
specimen observations 

Input from managers, scientists, and other stakeholders is of vital importance to the development 
of eDNA community data standards. Therefore, we will be hosting five webinars in March and 
April (see below) to solicit input from partners and prospective partners on integration of eDNA 
data into the USGS NAS Database. The webinars will attempt to address what concerns partners 

may have, and what interfaces and outputs would be most useful. 
 

March 9th- Great Lakes States FULL 
March 16th- Mississippi River Basin States (3-5 pm EST) 
March 23rd- Northeast and Atlantic States (3-5 pm EST) 
March 30th- Gulf and South Atlantic States (3-5 pm EST) 

April 6th- Western and Pacific States FULL 
April 13th - Northeast States- 2 spots left (1-3 pm EST) 

 
Please feel free to reach out with questions. 

To RSVP for a webinar, please email Wesley Daniel (wdaniel@usgs.gov) 
 
 

NEW SPECIES SIGHTINGS 
 

Want to get more new species alerts? 

https://e360.yale.edu/features/native-species-or-invasive-the-distinction-blurs-as-the-world-warms
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USGS NAS: https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx 
IMAP INVASIVES: https://www.imapinvasives.org 

 
 

DREISSENIDS 
 
 

OTHER AIS 
 
California: Alisma lanceolatum (lanceleaf water plantain) was found in a cattle pond in San 
Mateo County, CA [USGS NAS] and in an Eel River irrigation ditch [USGS NAS] 
 
Texas: Pomacea maculata (giant applesnail) was found in Bear Lake in the Meridian 
subdivision, Austin, TX [USGS NAS]. 
 

WATCH LIST 
 
Be on the lookout for Bacopa rotundifolia along the Columbia River.  Contact: Mark D. Sytsma 
(503) 307-6131 mark.sytsma@pdx.edu 
 
 

DREISSENID MUSSELS
 

 
Austin arms itself in fight against zebra mussels (1/27/20) 

Nearly one year after the stench of dead zebra mussels befouled the city’s water system, 
Austin Water now appears on the verge of attacking the dreaded mollusks. Last week, the 
Austin City Council approved a $4 million contract with Mesquite-based water chemical 
company Chameleon Industries Inc. for an undisclosed amount of liquid copper sulfate 
pentahydrate. The chemical will be used to treat the intakes of Austin Water’s water 
treatment plants. 

 
Study: Young walleye are smaller in MN lakes with zebra mussels, spiny waterflea (1/28/20) 

A new University of Minnesota study has found that, when lakes were infested with two 
common aquatic invasive species — zebra mussels and spiny waterflea — young walleye 
didn’t grow as large as quickly, as they did before the invaders arrived. 

 
Thames Water reduces waste costs by recycling mussels (2/10/20) 

More than 35 tonnes of quagga and zebra mussel shells, which are found in huge 
numbers and cost millions of pounds to remove, were crushed and used to create four 
new tern rafts during a conservation project at the award-winning Walthamstow 
Wetlands in North London… “By using them like this, they can instead become a new 
tool for us, as this material can be used for future work on site, such as laying pathways 
and in filling potholes.” 

https://nas.er.usgs.gov/AlertSystem/default.aspx
https://www.imapinvasives.org/
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/SpeciesList.aspx?SpeciesID=3005
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1634010
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1634008
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/SpResults.aspx?SpeciesID=2633
https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1634245
https://plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=baro
mailto:307-6131mark.sytsma@pdx.edu
https://www.statesman.com/news/20200127/austin-arms-itself-in-fight-against-zebra-mussels?utm_source=IMC+Dreissenid+Digest&utm_campaign=8747a2cd50-Weekly_Dreissenid_Digest_4_13_2018_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_68bd7ec89f-8747a2cd50-128742361
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2020/01/28/study-young-walleye-are-smaller-in-mn-lakes-with-zebra-mussels-spiny-waterflea
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2020/01/28/study-young-walleye-are-smaller-in-mn-lakes-with-zebra-mussels-spiny-waterflea
https://wwtonline.co.uk/news/thames-water-reduces-waste-costs-by-recycling-mussels
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No invasive mussels reported in Saskatchewan during 2019 (2/11/20) 
No aquatic invasive species (AIS) were brought into Saskatchewan during 2019. 
Environment officials said more than 3,100 watercraft were checked during the year for 
signs of invasive species, including zebra mussels and quagga mussels. Okanagan board 
pushing for stronger invasive mussel regulations after B.C. reports 10 contaminated 
watercraft of those, 1,147 were identified as high-risk and needing further inspection and 
217 watercraft were decontaminated. 

 
BOAT INSPECTION/DECON/TECH NEWS 

 
 
Parks & Wildlife: Colorado lakes, reservoirs remain free of invasive mussels; but more boats 
found with mussel infestations in 2019 (2/11/20) 

More boats requiring decontamination because of infestations of destructive mussels 
entered Colorado last year than in 2018, but the statewide inspection program 
coordinated by Colorado Parks and Wildlife again succeeded in keeping invasive mussels 
out of the state’s lakes and reservoirs, according to a news release. While Colorado 
remains mussel free, CPW officials are concerned that the number of boats entering 
Colorado that need decontamination continues to increase. CPW will not let down its 
guard to keep invasive aquatic species out of the state. 

 
BALLAST WATER/BIOFOULING 

 
 
Victory For Puget Sound: Navy Signs Legally Enforceable Agreement To Stop Polluting Puget 
Sound With Ship Scrapings, Take Steps To Prevent Additional Environmental Damage (1/29/20) 

Attorney General Bob Ferguson today announced a court order requiring the U.S. Navy 
to stop scraping the hulls of decommissioned ships in a way that releases metals and 
other contaminants into Sinclair Inlet near Bremerton. The Navy must also begin a multi-
million dollar project to reverse the environmental damage caused by scraping decades of 
marine buildup off the hull of a ship. 
 

AMS ballast water management system extensions: shipowners and vendors must act now 
(1/30/20) 

The end of US Coast Guard’s Alternate Management System (AMS) program for ballast 
water discharges means owners whose systems are not USCG Type Approved should 
seek an extension or risk losing the ability to trade in US waters. Extensions to the AMS 
acceptance period, reviewed on a case-by-case basis, could give shipowners permission 
to continue discharging into US waters for longer than the original five-year AMS period. 

 
Container-based pasteurised BWMS solution arrives in Belgium (1/31/20) 

In the world of ballast water treatment systems, Bawat’s use of ship’s engine waste heat 
to pasteurise ballast water is a very different approach to ballast water management and 
the company has modulised the system into a standard shipping container. One of those 
containers is now on the way to a port in Belgium. 

 

https://globalnews.ca/news/6535753/invasive-mussels-saskatchewan-zebra-quagga/
https://www.fortmorgantimes.com/2020/02/11/parks-wildlife-colorado-lakes-reservoirs-remain-free-of-invasive-mussels-but-more-boats-found-with-mussel-infestations-in-2019/
https://www.fortmorgantimes.com/2020/02/11/parks-wildlife-colorado-lakes-reservoirs-remain-free-of-invasive-mussels-but-more-boats-found-with-mussel-infestations-in-2019/
https://www.atg.wa.gov/news/news-releases/victory-puget-sound-navy-signs-legally-enforceable-agreement-stop-polluting-puget
https://www.atg.wa.gov/news/news-releases/victory-puget-sound-navy-signs-legally-enforceable-agreement-stop-polluting-puget
https://splash247.com/ams-ballast-water-management-system-extensions-shipowners-and-vendors-must-act-now/
https://splash247.com/ams-ballast-water-management-system-extensions-shipowners-and-vendors-must-act-now/
https://www.rivieramm.com/news-content-hub/danish-container-based-mobile-bwms-solution-arrives-in-belgium-57829
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Vessel Incidental Discharge Act (VIDA) Update: AIS Access and Reporting and Enforcement 
Data Working Group (1/31/ 20) 

The Office of Operating and Environmental Standards (CG-OES) invited representatives 
from 55 U.S. states and territories to participate in a conference call Dec. 4, 2019, to 
address issues related to the Vessel Incidental Discharge Act. Capt. Sean Brady, chief of 
OES, and Lt. Cmdr. Bryan Watts from the Environmental Standards Division, welcomed 
everyone on the call and provided an overview of the VIDA. 

 
Marine Safety Center receives new application for ballast water management system type 
approval (2/4/20) 

The Marine Safety Center received an application for type approval for the ATPS-
BLUEsys Ballast Water Management System manufactured by Panasonic Environmental 
Systems & Engineering Co., Ltd. 
 

Marine Safety Center receives new application for ballast water management system type 
approval (2/7/20) 

The Marine Safety Center received an application for type approval for the Microfade II 
Ballast Water Management System manufactured by Kuraray Co., Ltd. MSC will review 
the application for compliance with U.S. Coast Guard regulations in 46 CFR 162.060. 
Once it has been determined that the application meets the requirements, the MSC will 
issue a type approval certificate. 
 

Panasia BWTS type approval cancelled by Korea (2/17/20) 
One of the largest ballast water treatment system (BWTS) manufacturers Panasia has had 
type approval of its systems cancelled by the Korean courts. A notice from Korea’s 
Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries said that the Seoul Administrative Court had cancelled 
type approval for 48 filtration and UV BWTS manufactured by Panasia. The notice list 
48 units in GloEn-Patrol range with capacities from 50 – 6,000 cu m per hr… 
According to local reports if the appeal fails Panasia would have to replace all affected 
units at an estimated cost of KRW100bn ($84.5m). The cancellation of type approval is 
based on the reducing the number of UV lamps in the systems sold to shipowners and 
falsification of drawings submitted to the Ministry, local reports said. A lower number of 
lamps would affect the disinfection rate of the system. 

 
MARINE  

 
 
Invading species ‘hitches a ride’ on kelp to reach Antarctica (1/31/20) 

Large brown seaweed can bring invasive species to Antarctica, according to research 
published today (31 January 2020) in the journal Scientific Reports. The new study 
describes the first scientific evidence of a potentially invasive and colonial species -the 
marine bryozoan Membranipora membranacea – which reached the sub-Antarctic 
Deception Island in kelp drifting in the ocean currents. 
 

Invasive green crab at Keji seaside could soon become biodegradable plastic (2/11/20) 

https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/01/31/vessel-incidental-discharge-act-vida-update-ais-access-and-reporting-and-enforcement-data-working-group/
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/01/31/vessel-incidental-discharge-act-vida-update-ais-access-and-reporting-and-enforcement-data-working-group/
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/02/04/marine-safety-center-receives-new-application-for-ballast-water-management-system-type-approval-7/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/02/04/marine-safety-center-receives-new-application-for-ballast-water-management-system-type-approval-7/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/02/07/marine-safety-center-receives-new-application-for-ballast-water-management-system-type-approval-8/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://mariners.coastguard.blog/2020/02/07/marine-safety-center-receives-new-application-for-ballast-water-management-system-type-approval-8/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
https://www.seatrade-maritime.com/regulation/panasia-bwts-type-approval-cancelled-korea
https://www.miragenews.com/invading-species-hitches-a-ride-on-kelp-to-reach-antarctica/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/keji-seaside-looks-to-turn-invasive-species-into-biodegradable-plastic-1.5458723
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Parks Canada has teamed up with a McGill University professor to find a way to turn the 
shells of the pesky crabs into a biodegradable plastic that could be used to make cutlery, 
cups or plates. Crabs harvested from the park just south of Liverpool, N.S., will be 
shipped this spring to Montreal, where Audrey Moores has developed a non-toxic way to 
transform a polymer naturally found in crustacean shells into a hard, opaque plastic-like 
material. 
 

Join Crab Team in 2020! 
Washington Sea Grant's Crab Team monitors are gearing up for the fifth full season of 
early detection and monitoring of invasive European green crab. The evidence collected 
by Crab Team volunteers and partners to date suggests that green crab have arrived in the 
Salish Sea, but still remain extremely rare. Intervention at this stage is the most critical 
for reducing harm by this globally-damaging invasive species, and an important piece of 
that plan is continued monitoring and early detection. 
 

[Scientific Publication] Precipitous Declines in Northern Gulf of Mexico Invasive Lionfish 
Populations Following the Emergence of an Ulcerative Skin Disease. 2020. Holden E. Harris, 
Alexander Q. Fogg, Micheal S. Allen, Robert N. M. Ahrens & William F. Patterson III  
Scientific Reports volume 10, Article number: 1934 (2020) 

 
AQUACULTURE 

 
 
[Washington] Groups sue state over Cooke steelhead farms (2/12/20) 

Four nonprofits filed a joint lawsuit Tuesday against the state Department of Fish & 
Wildlife for issuing a permit for steelhead farms in the marine waters of Skagit and 
Kitsap counties. The Skagit Valley Herald reported Wild Fish Conservancy, Center for 
Biological Diversity, Center for Food Safety and Friends of the Earth argue that allowing 
Cooke Aquaculture to raise steelhead in floating net pens would jeopardize the region’s 
wild steelhead, salmon and endangered Southern Resident orca whales. 

 
 “Activist Organizations ‘Out of Touch’ with Science” (2/12/20) 

The Northwest Aquaculture Alliance (NWAA), a leading voice for responsible 
aquaculture in the Pacific Northwest, has issued the following statement regarding the 
lawsuit to stop the joint venture between Cooke Aquaculture Pacific and the Jamestown 
S’Klallam Tribe to grow native rainbow trout in Puget Sound. 
 

FISH 
 

 
Experimental Asian Carp Harvesting Method To Begin Being Tested On Kentucky Lake 
(2/2/20) 

Federal and state officials on Monday will begin testing a new, experimental method to 
harvest invasive Asian Carp out of Kentucky Lake. Ron Brooks is the Aquatic Nuisance 
Species Program Director for the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources, 
and helps coordinate efforts to combat Asian Carp. He said the “Modified Unified 

https://wsg.washington.edu/crabteam/getinvolved/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-58886-8
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-020-58886-8
https://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/groups-sue-state-over-cooke-steelhead-farms/
https://www.nwaquaculturealliance.org/regarding-activist-lawsuit-activist-organizations-out-of-touch-with-science/
https://www.wkms.org/post/experimental-asian-carp-harvesting-method-begin-being-tested-kentucky-lake#stream/0
https://www.wkms.org/post/experimental-asian-carp-harvesting-method-begin-being-tested-kentucky-lake#stream/0
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Method” originates from large nets fishermen in China have used to catch carp. The nets 
are modified to have tighter meshes so that less carp can escape, and are combined with 
electrofishing equipment and underwater speakers to corral the fish. 

 
Why the goby can conquer the waters of the world (2/10/20) 

The round goby, one of the most common invasive freshwater fish in the world, boasts a 
particularly robust immune system, which could be one of the reasons for its excellent 
adaptability. This is the result of genome research by an international team of biologists, 
coordinated at the University of Basel and published in the journal BMC Biology. 

 
 

AQUATIC PLANTS 
 

 
[Minnesota] Invasive starry stonewort threatens Big Detroit, Big Cormorant and other Becker 
County lakes (2/10/20) 

“Starry stonewort is more of a problem than zebra mussels, in some lakes it’s a big 
problem,” said Karl Koenig, the quality and aquatic invasive species coordinator for the 
Becker Soil and Water Conservation District. Starry stonewort crowds out native 
vegetation in lakes, and it tends to flourish in shallower lakes like the ones in Becker 
County, he said. 

 
FRESHWATER 

 
 

Listen: 
Science Friday podcast: Putting Invasive Species On Trial [Great Lakes] 

 
 
[British Columbia] Invasive clams make first appearance at Shuswap Lake (1/29/20) 

According to the Columbia Shuswap Invasive Species Society (CSISS), shells found on a 
beach last fall belong to invasive Asian clams. No live clams have been found. Sue 
Davies, CSISS’ aquatic co-ordinator, said monitoring continues. Populations of the 
invasive clams already exist in several Lower Mainland lakes and large parts of 
Washington State. In addition to having negative impacts on biodiversity and native 
species, dense populations of the clams can clog filters on hydro systems and water pipes, 
imposing costly maintenance. 

 
Montana could drain Billings' Lake Elmo to address invasive clams (1/30/20) 

Lake Elmo is the first body of water in Montana to see invasive Asian clams, and state 
wildlife officials are eager to ensure it's the only place in the state where they're found.  
"It creates a sense of urgency," said Bob Gibson, a spokesman for Montana Fish Wildlife 
and Parks.  One option being considered by FWP is draining Lake Elmo. Cold and dry 
conditions are one of the best ways to eradicate the species, said Gibson.  But before the 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2020/02/200211103721.htm
https://www.dl-online.com/news/government-and-politics/4924234-Invasive-starry-stonewart-threatens-Big-Detroit-Big-Cormorant-and-other-Becker-County-lakes
https://www.dl-online.com/news/government-and-politics/4924234-Invasive-starry-stonewart-threatens-Big-Detroit-Big-Cormorant-and-other-Becker-County-lakes
https://www.sciencefriday.com/segments/invasive-species-on-trial/
https://www.saobserver.net/news/invasive-clams-make-first-appearance-at-shuswap-lake/
https://helenair.com/news/state-and-regional/montana-could-drain-billings-lake-elmo-to-address-invasive-clams/article_e31d0b5e-a9d8-5e6f-a95f-c5ad14478c6e.html
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state takes any action, FWP officials will study several options and include public input. 
"We're a long way from draining the lake," Gibson said. 
 

Generalist diet helps invasive crayfish thrive where it's introduced (2/7/20) 
An invasive species of crayfish that is taking over streams from Minnesota to Maine 
might be successful because it's not a fussy eater, according to biologists with the 
University of Cincinnati. In lab "taste tests," this crayfish native to the Ohio River valley 
displayed no preference for protein or plants, even after weeks on an exclusive diet of one 
or the other, according to a new UC study. The crayfish has more cellulose-digesting 
bacteria when its diet is restricted to plants. "They tend to be more aggressive than native 
crayfish," said Mark Tran, a UC biologist who led the project. "They have relatively large 
claws compared to their body size. They will either force the other crayfish out or 
outcompete them for food." 
 

No new infestations of New Zealand mud snails following discovery at Hamilton hatchery 
(2/9/20) 

Hamilton fish hatchery remains under quarantine awaiting a final check to ensure that it’s 
free of invasive New Zealand mud snails. Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks discovered 
the snails at the Bitterroot Fish Hatchery in August and curtailed its operations 
immediately. Since then, FWP officials have checked about 40 of the estimated 100 
private ponds that received fish from the hatchery. So far, they have not found any new 
infestations. “To date, we haven’t seen anything,” said FWP Aquatic Invasive Species 
Bureau Chief Thomas Woolf. “Mud snails can be transferred in the gut of a fish. They 
can survive being ingested. … A lot of the ponds aren’t great habitat for the mud snails.” 

 
CLIMATE CHANGE 

 
 
Business-As-Usual Conservation Planning Won’t Work As Climate Change Forces Species 
Migrations (1/30/20) 

A new study by the University of Washington and The Evergreen State College analyzes 
whether accounting for climate change in conservation planning can protect future 
biodiversity more effectively than current approaches, and what the costs of 
implementing these solutions might be. The authors found that many species of animals 
and plants likely will need to migrate under climate change, and that conservation efforts 
will also need to shift to be effective. 
 

Once Grand: How Climate Change And Invasive Species Are Altering The Colorado River 
(2/20) 

A warming climate has been linked to human activity around the world, and has affected 
the Colorado River System as well. The impacts are substantial, from reduced water 
flows, threats to indigenous species and the influx of new invasive species along the river 
system. The Colorado River System drains more than 244,000 square miles; about one-
eighth of the United States. Over 40 million people rely upon its waters. Along its way to 
the Sea of Cortez, the Colorado and its tributaries pass through Dinosaur and Colorado 
national monuments, as well as Arches, Canyonlands, and Grand Canyon national parks, 

https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2020-02/uoc-gdh020720.php
https://ravallirepublic.com/news/local/article_c7699494-884b-5bab-88e1-bf9dfb5784e7.html
https://ravallirepublic.com/news/local/article_c7699494-884b-5bab-88e1-bf9dfb5784e7.html
https://www.cbbulletin.com/business-as-usual-conservation-planning-wont-work-as-climate-change-forces-species-migrations/
https://www.cbbulletin.com/business-as-usual-conservation-planning-wont-work-as-climate-change-forces-species-migrations/
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rstb.2019.0117
https://www.nationalparkstraveler.org/2020/02/traveler-special-report-goes-colorado-river-so-go-parks
https://www.nationalparkstraveler.org/2020/02/traveler-special-report-goes-colorado-river-so-go-parks
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and the Glen Canyon and Lake Mead national recreation areas. Unfortunately, 
overdevelopment, over-commitment, and overuse of these Western waters impact 
ecosystems and communities. While national parks were created to preserve these lands  
for the enjoyment of future generations, the threats to the Colorado River System carry 
significant natural resource and economic impacts,  not just to the parks and their 
gateway towns but also impacts to the web of life dependent on the system. 

 
OTHER 

 
 
Pablo Escobar's hippos have become an invasive species in Colombia (1/29/20) 

In the early 1980s, infamous drug lord Pablo Escobar created a family zoo full of exotic 
animals in Colombia, including rhinos, giraffes, zebras and hippos. When Escobar's 
empire crashed in the '90s, the animals were relocated to zoos -- except for the four 
hippos… Escobar's four hippos have since multiplied to 80 hippos. Researchers from the 
University of California, San Diego and the Universidad Pedagógica y Tecnológica de 
Colombia spent two years studying the water quality and microbiomes of lakes with 
hippo populations, and comparing them to those without. Hippos are nocturnal animals 
that feed on land during the night and spend their days cooling off in the water, and the 
large amounts of waste they're excreting into the lakes is changing the water's chemistry 
and oxygen levels, the researchers found. 
 

Super Bowl kicks out plastic, tackles invasive species (1/31/20) 
Football fans will be drinking their Bud Light out of aluminum cups this weekend at Florida's 
Hard Rock Stadium…The switch to aluminum cups alone, Garfinkel said, will eliminate 
more than half a million plastic ones every year at Dolphins home games. Using the hashtag 
#100by2022, he called on 99 other venues to make the same pledge to get rid of single-use 
plastic in the next two years. But the Super Bowl's environmental ambitions don't stop there. 
Last April, the Miami Super Bowl Host Committee launched one of its major initiatives: 
Ocean to Everglades, or O2E:  
• O2E co-sponsored the Python Bowl, a state-sanctioned hunting competition designed to 

cull invasive Burmese pythons in the Everglades. Pythons have disrupted the ecosystem 
in South Florida as they squabble with alligators at the top of the food chain and devour 
native bird and mammal species (Greenwire, Jan. 27). 

• The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission announced the winner of the 
pro hunt — who captured eight pythons — at O2E's Super Bowl Live celebration in 
Miami last weekend. 

• O2E also sponsored a lionfish-catching contest with the South Florida Freedivers club. 
Lionfish are native to the Indo-Pacific but have increasingly been found along the 
southeast coast of the United States, where they feed on the young of grouper, snapper 
and other native species. 

• At the Super Bowl Live event, chef Adrianne Calvo of Miami's Red Fish Grill held 
lionfish cooking classes to demonstrate how to clean and eat the flaky, white coral reef 
menaces. 
[Related] FWC's Python Bowl nets 80 invasive species 

 

https://www.cnet.com/news/pablo-escobars-hippos-have-become-an-invasive-species-in-colombia/
https://www.eenews.net/stories/1062228073
https://news.gulfbreezenews.com/articles/fwcs-python-bowl-nets-80-invasive-species/
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Hunting is ‘slowly dying off,’ and that has created a crisis for the nation’s many endangered 
species (2/2/20) 

Americans’ interest in hunting is on the decline, cutting into funding for conservation, 
which stems largely from hunting licenses, permits and taxes on firearms, bows and other 
equipment…The resulting financial shortfall is hitting many state wildlife agencies. In 
Wisconsin, a $4 million to $6 million annual deficit forced the state’s Department of 
Natural Resources to reduce warden patrols and invasive species control. 
 

Feral swine eradicated from Colorado thanks to state and federal partnership (2/12/20) 
All known feral swine have been eliminated from Colorado thanks to a near 15-year state 
and federal partnership comprised of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) Wildlife Services (WS), the USDA 
Forest Service (FS), Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) and the Colorado Department 
of Agriculture (CDA). The partnership formed in the early 2000s as a task force to 
manage invasive feral swine, which root up crops and pastures causing billions in damage 
nationwide each year. Feral swine also spread disease to livestock, wildlife and humans. 
Ground-nesting birds and other wildlife are easy prey for feral swine. And the swine put 
native wildlife at risk by competing for resources and destroying habitats and ecosystems. 

 
NEW WRP WEBSITE LAUNCHED: The WRP proudly invites you to visit their new website 
at www.westernregionalpanel.org.  Thank you for all of the contributions that made construction of 
the new site such a success. 

 
 
 

JOBS/GRANTS 
 

 
JOBS 

 
Michigan State University - Extension Educator- Aquatic Invasive Species Prevention Education 
 
Position Overview: MSU Extension’s Community, Food and Environment Institute seeks an 
Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Prevention Extension Educator. The successful candidate will 
create, deliver, and evaluate communication strategies and educational programs based on 
research that meets outreach needs related to the prevention of AIS introduction and spread. In 
this role, you will explore and implement programs that lead to boater and angler knowledge, 
attitudes, and behaviors that prevent AIS introduction and spread. Serving as an informational 
resource for Extension personnel and clientele, you will collaborate in research, engage with 
stakeholders, and disseminate research-based information through various methods, including in-
person and multimedia programming, personal education, and written articles/communications. 
Working in partnership with the State of Michigan AIS program staff, and in collaboration with 
the MSU Extension team of water resource educators, you will coordinate impactful boater and 
angler engagement programs. You will also be responsible for coordination of a new mini-grants 
program to support local program implementation of the Clean Boats, Clean Waters program. 
Working collaboratively with the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/hunting-is-slowly-dying-off-and-that-has-created-a-crisis-for-the-nations-public-lands/2020/02/02/554f51ac-331b-11ea-a053-dc6d944ba776_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/hunting-is-slowly-dying-off-and-that-has-created-a-crisis-for-the-nations-public-lands/2020/02/02/554f51ac-331b-11ea-a053-dc6d944ba776_story.html
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7251&utm_source=feedburnerNational+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+nisic+%28National+Invasive+Species+Information+Center+-+What%27s+New%29
http://www.westernregionalpanel.org/
https://careers.msu.edu/en-us/job/503246/extension-educatorfixed
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Energy, you will coordinate outreach and materials for the State of Michigan’s “AIS Landing 
Blitz” annual event and will serve as the point of contact and support for CISMAs, the public, 
and water-related businesses in Michigan, in their AIS prevention efforts. 
 
To Apply: To view the full position description and required qualifications, please visit the 
applicable Michigan State University careers page (internal or external candidate) as noted under 
the To Apply section. Search for posting number 636206 using the Job Search field. Application 
deadline is February 27, 2020. 
 
Invasive Crayfish Technician – Michigan -- Barry Conservation District 
Location: Hastings, MI 
Job Category Temporary/Seasonal Positions 
Salary $13-$15/hour depending on experience 
Last Date to Apply 
02/28/2020 
Description 
The Invasive Crayfish Technician will survey and manage red swamp crayfish via trapping, 
electrofishing, and spearing efforts. Most of the technician's time will be spent in the Vicksburg 
area managing the known infestations. The technician will also travel to other prioritized bodies 
of water in the BCK area to survey for new red swamp crayfish populations. Efforts will 
intensify in other areas if red swamp crayfish are found in a new location. For all trapping efforts 
the Crayfish Technician will utilize the DNR's "Red Swamp Crayfish Trapping Protocols," as 
well as, the DNR's data collecting and reporting strategies to help synthesize state-wide data. 
Contact Person: Fallon Januska fallon.januska@macd.org 
 
[Washington] Mercer Island Natural Resources is hiring! We are seeking Seasonal Restoration 
and Trails professionals to join our Natural Resources team here at Mercer Island Parks and 
Recreation. This position will work closely with our Trails Specialist and the Natural Resources 
Specialist to conduct noxious weed management and monitoring, maintenance of habitat 
restoration projects, and trail maintenance in our 350 acres of forested parks and natural areas. 
This would be a great hands on professional development opportunity. 
For more information and to apply go to: 

Trails and Restoration Crew Lead (1 position) : 
https://apply.govjobstoday.com/JobAnnouncement.aspx?jid=10053 
Trails and Restoration Professional (2 positions) : 
https://apply.govjobstoday.com/JobAnnouncement.aspx?jid=10054 

 
Noxious Weeds Specialist II (Special Duty or Term Limited Temporary) 
Salary  $27.49 - $34.85 Hourly Location Seattle, WA 
Term Limited Temporary, Full Time, 40 hrs/wk 
DNRP - Natural Resources & Parks 
Job Number 2020CR11262 
Division WLRD -Water & Land Resources 

King County's Noxious Weed Control Program Unit is currently seeking highly qualified 
candidates for the position of Noxious Weed Control Specialist II. The King County 
Noxious Weed Control Program works to prevent and reduce the economic, 

http://www.barrycd.org/home/wp-content/uploads/RSC-TECH-2020.pdf
https://apply.govjobstoday.com/JobAnnouncement.aspx?jid=10053
https://apply.govjobstoday.com/JobAnnouncement.aspx?jid=10054
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/kingcounty/jobs/2698285/noxious-weeds-specialist-ii?department%5b0%5d=DNRP%20-%20Natural%20Resources%20%26%20Parks&sort=PositionTitle%7CAscending&page=2&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
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environmental and social impacts of noxious weeds in King County. The program's focus 
is to achieve voluntary control of noxious weeds through education and technical 
assistance to landowners. Where this fails, regulatory compliance procedures may be 
used. 

 
 
Tahoe Regional Planning Authority: AIS Projects Coordinator: posted on 12/2/2019, open until 
filled – AIS Projects Coordinator Job Description: TRPA is seeking qualified applicants for a 
full-time contract position as an AIS Projects Coordinator. This position will be responsible for 
coordinating, planning and implementing AIS control projects that will help Lake Tahoe reach 
the ambitious goal of bringing all existing AIS populations to maintenance level or localized 
eradication within 10 years. This position entails all aspects of project management from start to 
finish to implement projects that require multiple agencies and have high stakeholder and public 
interest. 
 
USFWS: Regional Coordinator, Aquatic Invasive Species Program Series and Grade: GS-0401-
13 - US Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) legacy Region 8/DOI Unified Region 10 Fish and 
Aquatic Conservation (FAC) Program, 
 
Description: This position serves as the Regional Coordinator and Service's lead for the Aquatic 
Invasive Species (AIS) Program throughout the Service's legacy Region 8 and DOI Unified 
Region 10. The primary responsibilities of this position include close coordination with federal, 
state, local, NGO and other relevant entities related to AIS efforts throughout the Region.  The 
incumbent of this position also manages and tracks Service-allocated AIS funding provided to 
the State of California and State of Nevada (or entities that utilize those funds on the state's 
behalf).  Finally, the position requires extensive work with multiple Service Field Offices and 
Regional FAC management.  Please note that application materials must be submitted by 
03/02/2020. 
 
John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship Program  
The Knauss Fellowship provides a unique educational experience to graduate students who have 
an interest in ocean, coastal and Great Lakes resources and in the national policy decisions 
affecting those resources. The program, which is sponsored by the NOAA's National Sea Grant 
College Program, matches highly qualified graduate students with hosts in the legislative and 
executive branches of government located in the Washington, D.C. area for a one-year paid 
fellowship. Past fellows have developed successful careers in a variety of sectors, including 
government, academia, consulting, private companies, and nonprofit. Application Deadline: 
February 21, 2020, 5:00PM PST 
 

 
GRANTS  

 
The Aquatic Plant Management Society is soliciting proposals for the 2020 Michael D. 
Netherland Graduate Student Research Grant (GSRG). This two-year, $40,000 grant is awarded 
biannually to provide for a full-time graduate student to conduct research in aquatic plant or 
algae management techniques, or in aquatic ecology related to the biology or management of 

https://www.trpa.org/wp-content/uploads/AIS-Project-Coordinator-Job-Description_Final.pdf
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/559583600
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/559583600
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/559583600
https://caseagrant.ucsd.edu/fellowships/john-a-knauss-marine-policy-fellowship
http://www.apms.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020-Michael-D.-Netherland-GSRG-Announcement.pdf
http://www.apms.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2020-Michael-D.-Netherland-GSRG-Announcement.pdf
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regionally or nationally recognized nuisance aquatic vegetation (macrophytes, algae, or 
cyanobacteria). Please visit the APMS web site at www.apms.org for details about the Michael 
D. Netherland GSRG and for the 2020 GSRG Announcement. Please address all inquiries about 
the 2020 Grant to Dr. Ryan Thum, whose contact information is on the GSRG Announcement. 
Applications must be postmarked no later than April 17th, 2020. 

 
California State Parks Division of Boating and Waterways (DBW) will open the application 
window for the 2019/20 Quagga and Zebra Mussel Infestation Prevention Grant Program: March 
23 - May 1, 2020, subject to available funds. 

Tier 1 Planning and Assessment Grant: 
·     Applicants that do not already have a CDFW-accepted prevention plan can 
apply for a planning and assessment grant in order to develop a CDFW-accepted 
prevention plan for the reservoir. 

 Tier 2 Implementation Grant: 
·     To be eligible for an implementation grant, applicants, even those returning, 
must submit a letter from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
at the time of application that states CDFW has reviewed and accepted a 
prevention plan for the reservoir (per Fish and Game Code Section 2302 and 
California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 672.1(b)). 

 
FEDERAL/STATE/PROVINCIAL  

LEGISLATION, RULES, ACTIONS 
 

 
Virginia Tech expert available to discuss lower barriers to invasive species (2/7/20) 

Invasive species threaten our nation’s food and water supply, a problem that becomes 
more serious in light of recent funding cuts out of Washington. Virginia Tech’s Jacob 
Barney, an expert in the field of invasive plant ecology, has joined a dozen colleagues in 
addressing this dilemma in a letter published in Science[paywall] this week. “We want to 
bring broad attention to our now greatly limited federal capacity to address the biological 
invasion crisis,” said Barney.  “We urge our colleagues, the diverse stakeholders working 
on invasive species, and the public to strengthen our federal coordination and funding to 
mitigate invasive species.” Department of the Interior officials cut the National Invasive 
Species Council budget by half and terminated the associated Invasive Species Advisory 
Committee effectively crippling the ability of federal agencies to work with each other 
and with nonfederal stakeholders to address invasive species. 

State/Province 
 
Florida Could Use Drones to Fight Pythons, Invasive Species (1/29/20) 

Florida could turn to the sky to fight Burmese pythons on the ground under a bill a Senate 
committee unanimously approved Monday to allow two state agencies to use drones in 
the effort to eradicate invasive plants and animals. The bill would create an exception to a 
current law that prohibits law enforcement from using drones to gather information and 
bans state agencies from using drones to gather images on private land. It would allow 

http://dbw.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=28822
https://www.newswise.com/articles/virginia-tech-expert-available-to-discuss-lower-barriers-to-invasive-species
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/367/6478/636
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/367/6478/636
https://efficientgov.com/blog/2020/01/29/florida-could-use-drones-to-fight-pythons-invasive-species/
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the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and the Florida Forest Service to 
fly drones to manage and eradicate invasion species on public lands. 
 

[Montana] FWP tweaks aquatic invasive species rules (2/17/20) 
Friday, Fish, Wildlife and Parks announced it was removing Canyon Ferry from its list of 
Bodies of Water Confirmed or Suspected for Aquatic Invasive Mussels. “Following three 
years of no invasive mussel detection, regional guidelines allow for the delisting of a 
suspect waterbody and the removal of the mandatory exit inspection requirements,” Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks stated when it proposed the measure in December. The rule change, 
which became final on Friday, means boaters will no longer have to complete a 
mandatory inspection upon exiting Canyon Ferry. It also repeals the “Certified Boater” 
program that allowed boaters who stayed in that reservoir to bypass constant inspections. 
However, these rules will remain in place at Tiber for at least another two years, and 
boaters are still required to stop at all inspection stations they encounter when towing 
watercraft, and have their boats inspected upon crossing the Continental Divide and 
before launching in the Flathead Basin. 
 
MTFWP Canyon Ferry Press Release HERE (2/19/20) 

 
[South Dakota] House OKs punishments for boaters whose vessels carry invasive species 
(2/5/20) 

People pulling boats down South Dakota roads or putting them into the water could face 
fines and jail time if law enforcement officers find zebra mussels or other invasive 
aquatic species aboard, the state House of Representatives decided Wednesday. House 
members voted 59-7 for the new restrictions. HB 1033 now goes to the Senate for a 
second committee hearing. A first offense would be a class-two misdemeanor punishable 
by a fine up to $500 and up to 30 days in jail. Repeat offenses would be class-one 
misdemeanors with fines up to $2,000 and up to one year in jail. 
 

Gov. Kristi Noem's bill cracking down on zebra mussels' spread nears final passage (2/17/20) 
Gov. Kristi Noem's bill to prevent the spread of zebra mussels in South Dakota 
waterways is nearing its final step before becoming state law. The invasive species has 
now been found in four lakes in South Dakota and can impact agriculture irrigation and 
municipal infrastructure, including drinking water systems and hydroelectricity, state 
officials told senators on Tuesday. It can cause a foul taste and smell in drinking water, 
increase algae blooms, alter aquatic food chains, increase boat maintenance costs and cut 
swimmers' feet with their sharp shells. "Once established, zebra mussels can become very 
expensive for water users," said Jason Simmons, policy advisor in the Governor's Office. 
 

New limits on bass, walleye, and channel catfish now in effect for select lakes, rivers throughout 
Washington (2/17/20) 

As of Monday, Feb. 17, anglers on 77 lakes, as well as rivers, streams, and beaver ponds 
across Washington are allowed to keep more bass, walleye, and channel catfish as part of 
their daily limit under new permanent rules approved by the Fish and Wildlife 
Commission late last year… “These measures were implemented in part to help meet the 
recommendations of the governor’s Southern Resident Orca Task Force, and we 

https://missoulian.com/news/local/fwp-tweaks-aquatic-invasive-species-rules/article_07b457c8-74ee-50cd-8c76-605c1093e6a7.html
http://cleandraindry.mt.gov/News/launch-restrictions-lifted-at-canyon-ferry-reservoir
https://www.keloland.com/news/capitol-news-bureau/s-d-house-oks-punishments-for-boaters-whose-vessels-carry-invasive-species/
https://www.keloland.com/news/capitol-news-bureau/s-d-house-oks-punishments-for-boaters-whose-vessels-carry-invasive-species/
https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislative_Session/Bills/Bill.aspx?Bill=1033&Session=2020
https://www.argusleader.com/story/news/politics/2020/02/18/gov-kristi-noem-bill-cracking-down-zebra-mussel-spread-nears-final-passage/4794574002/
https://wdfw.wa.gov/news/new-limits-bass-walleye-and-channel-catfish-now-effect-select-lakes-rivers-throughout
https://wdfw.wa.gov/news/new-limits-bass-walleye-and-channel-catfish-now-effect-select-lakes-rivers-throughout
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presented commissioners with a range of options to choose from,” said Steve Caromile, 
inland fish program manager with the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW). “We believe we landed on a set of rules that address those recommendations, 
while still allowing for robust fishing opportunities for these popular species.” 
 

Governor Inslee Highlights Need to Prevent and Stop Invasive Species (2/19/20) 
Gov. Jay Inslee has proclaimed Feb. 24-28 as Invasive Species Awareness Week in 
Washington to highlight the importance of managing and preventing invasive species, 
which pose a $137 billion annual cost in damages to crops, forests, fish and other wildlife 
nationally.  “Our state’s natural habitat and outdoor recreation destinations are part of 
what make living in Washington so unique,” Inslee said. “Invasive species threaten our 
economy, environment, recreation and even our health. We all must do everything we can 
to prevent and stop these threats to our way of life and protect the state we love.” 

Judicial 
 

Executive 
 
White House: President Trump’s FY 2021 Budget Commits to Double Investments in Key 
Industries of the Future (2/11/20) 
 

Office of Management and Budget: : President’s FY 2021 Budget (2/11/20) 
A Budget for America’s Future – President’s Budget FY 2021 
Major Savings and Reforms 
Analytical Perspectives 
Appendix 
Historical Tables 
Supplemental Materials 
Fact Sheets 
Supplementals, Amendments, and Releases 
Mid-Session Review FY 2020 
Past President’s Budgets 

 
Annual budget release triggers annual budget politics (2/10/20) 
Analysis: Trump Takes the Budget Out of Budget Day (2/14/20) 

 
Trump funds Soo Locks, but not Asian carp barrier in budget plan (2/11/20) 
Less than two weeks after promising Michigan residents that he would address the threat 
of Asian carp in the Great Lakes, President Donald Trump omitted funding in his new 
budget for work toward a dam to stop the entry of the invasive species. But the 
Republican president continued to meet his promise to provide aid to build a new large 
lock in the Soo Locks, proposing $123.3 million for the Michigan project after signing a 
bill with $75 million at the end of last year. Trump’s fiscal year 2021 budget includes no 
funding for the next phase of work for the Brandon Road Lock and Dam near Joliet, 
Illinois, a project approved by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers as a “one-way choke 

https://invasivespecies.wa.gov/2020/02/19/governor-inslee-highlights-need-to-prevent-and-stop-invasive-species/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-trumps-fy-2021-budget-commits-double-investments-key-industries-future/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-trumps-fy-2021-budget-commits-double-investments-key-industries-future/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/budget_fy21.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/msar_fy21.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/analytical-perspectives/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/appendix/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/historical-tables/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/supplemental-materials/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/fact-sheets/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/supplementals-amendments-and-releases/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/20msr.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collectionGPO.action?collectionCode=BUDGET
https://www.rollcall.com/2020/02/10/annual-budget-release-triggers-annual-budget-politics/
https://www.rollcall.com/2020/02/10/annual-budget-release-triggers-annual-budget-politics/
https://www.rollcall.com/2018/02/14/analysis-trump-takes-the-budget-out-of-budget-day/
https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/michigan/2020/02/11/trump-funds-soo-locks-not-asian-carp-barrier-budget-plan/4722526002/


Return to top 
 

16 

point” between the Mississippi River basin through the Chicago Area Waterway System 
and into the Great Lakes basin. 
Related: Editorial: Great Lakes are worth more than political promises (2/17/20) 
 

Environmental Advocates: Trump Budget Would Harm Great Lakes (2/17/20) 
One step forward, three steps back. That's how an environmental group describes the 
Trump administration's budget proposal and how it affects clean drinking water and the 
Great Lakes. Trump's plan, released this week, maintains current funding for the Great 
Lakes Restoration Initiative, and Laura Rubin, director of Healing Our Waters-Great 
Lakes Coalition, says that's the good news. But she says underneath that is a host of 
spending reductions that would undermine programs such as that one. "Programs on the 
chopping block include those that support science and research, environmental justice 
issues, Asian carp management, to name a few," Rubin states. 
 
NOW WHAT: Trump plan moot as lawmakers decline to reopen budget talks  (2/12/20) 
 

According to E&E Daily: 
 
Congress isn't going to reopen last year's hard-won budget agreement. House and 
Senate leaders from both parties are signaling they will adhere to the discretionary 
spending levels for fiscal 2021 set in last summer's bipartisan fiscal accord as they 
write this year's appropriations bills. The move suggests there is no appetite in 
Congress for the steep cuts President Trump is proposing in his budget for EPA, 
the Energy Department and the Interior Department. "What we will be looking at 
is trying once again to have a relatively regular appropriations process since we 
have agreed on what the cap is supposed to be for this year," said Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.), effectively rejecting the administration's plan. 
Neither the House nor Senate will mark up their own budget plans this year; 
instead they will use the figures from last year's deal. That agreement would 
provide $635 billion for domestic discretionary accounts and $741 billion for 
defense discretionary accounts, a $10 billion increase above current spending 
spread across both accounts for fiscal 2021. The president's budget would only 
stick to the cap for defense and cut domestic accounts by about 5% to $590 billion 
as part of a push to lower federal spending. [Source: Reprinted from E&E Daily  
02/12/20, with permission from Environment & Energy Publishing, 
www.eenews.net; 202/628-6500] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.record-eagle.com/opinion/editorial-great-lakes-are-worth-more-than-political-promises/article_7470975e-4ff8-11ea-bbf1-7b65ac60a18e.html'
https://www.wxpr.org/post/environmental-advocates-trump-budget-would-harm-great-lakes#stream/0


Return to top 
 

17 

Congressional 
 

An AIS federal legislative table is up on the web on the www.westernais.org 
website... go to https://www.westernais.org/regulations and scroll all the way to the bottom 
 
Harder’s Bipartisan Bill to Fight Giant Rodent Invasion Passes Committee with Unanimous 
Support (1/29/20) 

Representative Josh Harder’s (CA-10) bill to combat the invasion of nutria, an invasive 
species of giant rodent, has passed the House Natural Resources Committee with 
unanimous support. The bill as amended would provide $12 million to nutria-impacted 
states, including California. Since the animal first reappeared in California in 2017, the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife has removed over 800 animals from the 
Central Valley. Rep. Harder is joined on the bill by Republican Garrett Graves of 
Louisiana as well as fellow California Representatives Jim Costa, TJ Cox, John 
Garamendi, Barbara Lee, and Jimmy Panetta. 

 
Puget SOS Act Passes House By Voice Vote (2/5/20) 

Today, the Promoting United Government Efforts to Save Our Sound (PUGET SOS) Act, 
H.R. 2247, passed the House by voice vote, unopposed and with bipartisan support. Puget 
Sound is the nation’s largest estuary by volume and the heart of Washington state’s 
identity and economic engine. But four native fish stocks are listed as endangered or 
threatened; the iconic Southern Resident orcas are on the verge of extinction; and the 
shellfish industry faces growing threats of ocean acidification and water pollution. State, 
tribal, and local entities need a strong partner in the federal government if we are to save 
our Sound. 

 
U.S. House passes bipartisan boost for Great Lakes funding (2/7/20) 

Michigan’s congressional delegation celebrated a rare moment of bipartisanship after 
pushing forward legislation to secure more funding to protect the Great Lakes. The U.S. 
House passed legislation Wednesday to reauthorize the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative 
and boost funding each year, increasing from $300 million in 2021 to reach $475 million 
by 2026. Michigan’s Republican and Democratic members of Congress worked together 
to secure the extra funding, which now awaits approval in the U.S. Senate, for much of 
the last year. 
 
Joyce, Kaptur, Dingell, Huizenga Applaud Bipartisan Passage of Bill to Renew and 
Increase Investment in Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (2/7/20) 

 
 

Trump vows to protect Great Lakes from Asian carp, invasive species (1/30/20) 
As part of his remarks, Trump touched on several Michigan-specific items including 
taking steps to keep invasive Asian carp out of the Great Lakes, building a new 
navigation shipping lock in Sault Ste. Marie and possibly basing new F-35 aircraft at 
Selfridge Air National Guard Base in Macomb County. 

 
 

http://www.westernais.org/
https://www.westernais.org/regulations
https://harder.house.gov/media/press-releases/harder-s-bipartisan-bill-fight-giant-rodent-invasion-passes-committee-unanimous
https://harder.house.gov/media/press-releases/harder-s-bipartisan-bill-fight-giant-rodent-invasion-passes-committee-unanimous
https://dennyheck.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/puget-sos-act-passes-house-by-voice-vote
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/2247?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22H.R.+2247%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
https://www.mlive.com/public-interest/2020/02/us-house-passes-bipartisan-boost-for-great-lakes-funding.html
https://joyce.house.gov/press-releases/joyce-kaptur-dingell-huizenga-applaud-bipartisan-passage-of-bill-to-renew-and-increase-investment-in-great-lakes-restoration-initiative/
https://joyce.house.gov/press-releases/joyce-kaptur-dingell-huizenga-applaud-bipartisan-passage-of-bill-to-renew-and-increase-investment-in-great-lakes-restoration-initiative/
https://www.freep.com/story/money/cars/2020/01/30/trump-warren-usmca-nafta/2856923001/
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Budget and Appropriations 
 

 
 

See Above in “Executive” 
 

 
TRAININGS, WEBINARS, CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS 

 
 

Events: Archived Materials 
 
 
UC Davis: How to Achieve a True Consensus for Best Environmental DNA Practices (1/29/20) 

Events: Webinars, Trainings, Conferences and Meetings 
 

 
Watercraft Inspection Training 

: 
 

For more information, go to website links or contact Quagga D @ (702)236-3814 or 
quaggadee@cox.net 

 
 

2020 
 

February 
 
Columbia Gorge 9th annual Invasive Species and Exotic Pest Workshop. In partnership with 
USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, Washington Invasive Species Council, 
Washington State University Extension, and Skamania County, the Columbia Gorge CWMA is 
proud to be co-hosting the ninth annual Invasive Species and Exotic Pest Workshop at the 
Hegewald Center on February 27th, 2020! Questions? Email the CWMA Coordinator directly at 
columbiagorgecwma@gmail.com. 

 
March 

 
Mississippi River Basin Panel on Aquatic Nuisance Species Meeting  March 3-5, 2020; Cedar 
Creek, Texas. Location: The meeting and workshop will be held at the Lower Colorado River 
Authority, McKinney Roughs Nature Park, 1884 SH 71 West, Cedar Creek, Texas 78612 
Lodging: A block of lodging rooms is being reserved in nearby Bastrop, TX. We will share 
reservation information as soon as it is available. 
 
[Webinar] NAISMA: March 18 – Stephen Enloe, University of Florida 

https://marinescience.ucdavis.edu/engagement/past-events/edna
mailto:quaggadee@cox.net
mailto:columbiagorgecwma@gmail.com
http://www.mrbp.org/meetings?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
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Don't forget to register for our upcoming PNW Mussel Workgroup Symposium, March 26, 2020 
at the Water Resources Education Center in Vancouver, WA. The Agenda can be found in the 
link below, along with a link to free registration and instructions for submitting abstracts for oral 
and poster presentations. https://pnwmussels.org/pnw-2020-regional-meeting/   
 
More information is forthcoming, but please save the date and mark your calendars for the USGS 
NAS town hall on eDNA - Monday, March 30, 2020 (time TBA). 

 
April 

 
The next meeting of the Pacific Ballast Water Group (PBWG) will be April 15-16, 2020 
(Wednesday/Thursday) at Embassy Suites by Hilton, Portland Airport 
REGISTRATION: Please register for the meeting by contacting Paula Hotaling 
(photaling@psmfc.org) 503-595-3100. Please include what day(s) you are attending and whether 
or not you have any dietary restrictions.   The registration deadline is April 1, 2020. 

 
[Webinar] NAISMA: April 15 – Robert (Bob) Rabaglia, USDA – Forest Service: Individual 
plant treatment techniques for woody invasive species in the US. 

 
May 

 
The next meeting of the ANS Task Force will be hosted by the Northeast Regional Panel and is 
tentatively scheduled for the week of May 4, 2020. 

 
[Webinar] NAISMA: May 20 – Kurt Dreisilker, Morton Arboretum: How the Morton Arboretum 
approaches invasive species prevention and EDRR 

 
June 

 
This is a save-the-date notice for a June 9, 2020 Aquatic Invasive Species identification training 
at the Bend Parks & Rec office in Bend, Oregon from 8:00 am – 12:00pm. The schedule is still 
being developed, but we plan to have Rick Boatner, Invasive Species Coordinator for Oregon 
Department of Fish & Wildlife (ODFW), as our primary presenter. The Xerces Society will also 
give a presentation on native vs. non-native mollusks. The purpose of the training is to teach 
interested parties about current and potential aquatic invasive species in Central Oregon—how to 
identify them and what their ecologic and economic effects are. Our hope is to encourage and 
facilitate early detection.  This is part of a collaborative effort of the Deschutes County Noxious 
Weed Advisory Board, ODFW, Forest Service, Bend Parks and Recreation, and others to try to 
protect our Central Oregon aquatic ecosystems. More info will be sent out once the schedule is 
finalized. To register, email elizabeth.johnson@usda.gov.  

 
[Webinar] NAISMA: June 17 – Forest Eidbo, Minnesota DNR: Making educational signage that 
people actually read, according to the experts 

 
 

https://pnwmussels.org/pnw-2020-regional-meeting/
https://pnwmussels.org/pnw-2020-regional-meeting/
mailto:photaling@psmfc.org
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
mailto:elizabeth.johnson@usda.gov
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/


Return to top 
 

20 

 
July 

 
[Webinar] NAISMA: July 15 – Gary Lovett, Cary Institute of Ecosystem Science: Invasive 
forest pests in the U.S.:  Impacts and policy solutions 

 
2020 60th Aquatic Plant Management Society (APMS) Meeting Date: Jul 19, 2020 to Jul 22, 
2020. Venue: Hyatt Regency San Antonio Riverwalk. Location: San Antonio, Texas 
 

August 
 
2020 105th Ecological Society of America Annual Meeting 
Date: Aug 02, 2020 to Aug 07, 2020. Venue: Salt Palace Convention Center. Location: Salt Lake 
City, Utah. https://www.esa.org/saltlake/  [you may need to paste this url into your browser] 
 
Action Invasive Species Research Conference 2020 - Turning Science into Action, taking place 
in Kelowna, BC, August 18 - 20, 2020. The Invasive Species Research Conference will take 
place over two days, August 18 - 19, 2020, with the option of participating in field trips on the 
third day, August 20, 2020. We invite invasive species researchers and practitioners, working on 
any taxonomic group, across the Pacific Northwest and beyond to participate and share their 
findings. 
 
[Webinar] NAISMA: August 19 TBA 
 

September 
 

[Webinar] NAISMA: September 16 – Ken Donnelly, Beyond Attitude Consulting: Leaps and 
Bounds – How to jump over the barriers to preventing the spread of invasive species 

 
October 

NAISMA Conference: Transboundary Cooperation October 6-8, The only invasive species 
management conference to… Bridge geographic divides between West and East, North and 
South, land and water, Connect science to action through research, policy, and outreach 
initiatives and opportunities across North America. The Lodge at Whitefish Lake, MT 

World Fisheries Congress 11-15 October, 2020 Adelaide, Australia 

2020 15th Annual Biocontrol Industry Meeting: Date: Oct 19, 2020 to Oct 21, 2020. 
Venue: Congress Center Basel. Location: Basel, Switzerland 

Announcing UMISC 2020 Pathways to Success: Partnerships and Purpose 
Oct. 12 - 14, Duluth, MN 
 
[Webinar] NAISMA: October 21 TBA 

 

https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
http://www.apms.org/annual-meeting/2020-annual-meeting/
https://www.esa.org/saltlake/
https://events.bcinvasives.ca/about-invasivespeciesresearchconference
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
https://www.naisma.org/conferences/
https://wfc2020.com.au/
https://www.abim.ch/home.html
https://www.umisc.net/
https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
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November 
 

[Webinar] NAISMA: November 25 TBA 
 

________________ 
 
TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org. 
AIS NEWS was compiled by Robyn Draheim and Stephen Phillips. Past issues of AIS NEWS can 
be found @ http://www.westernais.org/   under the “News” tab. 

https://www.naisma.org/programs/professional-development/webinars/
mailto:sphillips@psmfc.org
http://www.westernais.org/
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