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NEW AIS SIGHTINGS
 

Pterygoplichthys sp. (sailfin armored catfish) was found in lower Boise River, ID [USGS] 
 
[Wisconsin] Exotic, invasive snail [New Zealand mudsnail] found in two new streams (1/2/18)  
 

New Zealand mudsnails, an invasive snail previously only found in two Dane County 
locations, have recently been verified in two new streams – Mt. Vernon Creek in Dane 
County and Rowan Creek in Columbia County. 
 

DREISSENID MUSSELS
 

 
 
[Utah] Quagga Requirements Lifted At Deer Creek Reservoir (1/11/18) 
 

It will take less time to get your boat on or off Deer Creek Reservoir this year. After three 
years, the reservoir is no longer suspected of having quagga mussels in it. Nathan Owens, 
aquatic invasive species coordinator for the Division of Wildlife Resources, says quagga 

https://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/specimenviewer.aspx?SpecimenID=1428095
http://www.satprnews.com/2018/01/02/exotic-invasive-snail-found-in-two-new-streams/
http://www.satprnews.com/2018/01/02/exotic-invasive-snail-found-in-two-new-streams/
https://stateparks.utah.gov/2018/01/11/quagga-requirements-lifted-at-deer-creek-reservoir/
https://stateparks.utah.gov/2018/01/11/quagga-requirements-lifted-at-deer-creek-reservoir/
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mussels have not been found in the reservoir since five juvenile mussels were discovered 
in a water sample in October 2014… 

 
[Montana] FWP convening panel to study DNA for invasive mussel detection (1/6/18) 
 

The state of Montana will convene a scientific advisory panel to study the use of DNA 
testing for aquatic invasive species, and how to interpret inconclusive testing results from 
the past season. 
 
Related: Scientists look to new methods for invasive mussel detection (1/9/18) 

 
Resisting Montana's Underwater Invaders [Podcast Series]  
 

Montana was invaded last summer. Not by land, not by air, but by water. A microscopic 
alien showed up in water samples from the Tiber Reservoir, opening the door to a wide 
range of potentially devastating impacts for Montana's fisheries, outdoor enthusiasts and 
industries. Learn more about Montana's underwater invaders, on SubSurface, a new 
podcast from Montana Public Radio. Tune in to the five-episode series on MTPR 

 
[Washington] National Park Service battles mussels in Lake Roosevelt (12/26/17) 
 

The National Park Service stepped up its war on aquatic invasive species.  On Tuesday, 
December 26th the agency announced it will implement a mussel-free self-certification 
program at Lake Roosevelt National Recreation Area… 
 

[Montana] AIS sampling, education and monitoring efforts pay off, more research needed on 
eDNA results (1/4/18) 
 

FWP and partner agencies collected more than 1,500 plankton samples from 240 
waterbodies for early detection monitoring of invasive mussel larvae and other AIS.  
Plankton tow sampling tests a massive amount of water and is considered the most 
reliable method for detecting invasive mussel larvae. This year’s monitoring was nearly 
triple the effort from 2016.  No invasive mussel larvae or adults were observed in 
Montana waters this year… 
 
Related: FWP Finds More Evidence of Invasive Mussels in Tiber Reservoir 

 
[Minnesota] County sets criteria for AIS treatment funding (12/27/17) 
 

"There was a need to set up perimeters as far as how we're going to distribute rapid 
response funding, just to make sure that we don't run that money if there's a flux of 
infestations," said Hubbard County AIS Program Coordinator Bill DonCarlos at the Dec. 
19 county board meeting… 

 
Saskatchewan still free of invasive mussels (1/9/18) 
 

http://helenair.com/lifestyles/recreation/fwp-convening-panel-to-study-dna-for-invasive-mussel-detection/article_3baa6668-51d6-5bca-bf34-53b04a04593a.html
http://helenair.com/lifestyles/recreation/fwp-convening-panel-to-study-dna-for-invasive-mussel-detection/article_3baa6668-51d6-5bca-bf34-53b04a04593a.html
http://www.kpax.com/story/37220289/scientists-look-to-new-methods-for-invasive-mussel-detection
http://mtpr.org/programs/subsurface-resisting-montanas-underwater-invaders
http://mtpr.org/programs/subsurface-resisting-montanas-underwater-invaders
https://www.kxly.com/news/national-park-service-battles-mussels-in-lake-roosevelt/677831260
http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/ais/nr_0031.html
http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/ais/nr_0031.html
http://mtpr.org/post/fwp-finds-more-evidence-invasive-mussels-tiber-reservoir
http://www.parkrapidsenterprise.com/news/4379169-county-sets-criteria-ais-treatment-funding
https://globalnews.ca/news/3954114/saskatchewan-free-invasive-zebra-quagga-mussels/
https://globalnews.ca/news/3954114/saskatchewan-free-invasive-zebra-quagga-mussels/
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Saskatchewan continues to remain free of invasive mussels. The government said 
Tuesday that no zebra or quagga mussels were found in 90 bodies of water that were 
tested during 2017. 

 
[Manitoba] Zebra mussel infestation of Winnipeg drinking-water source 'inevitable,' engineer 
says (1/4/18) 
 

The City of Winnipeg is taking preventative measures to deal with an "inevitable" zebra 
mussel invasion of the source of its drinking water. To date, no zebra mussels have been 
found in Shoal Lake, which straddles the Manitoba-Ontario border. But Winnipeg water 
and waste officials believe it's only a matter of time before the invasive species makes its 
way into the Rainy Lake/Lake of the Woods watershed, which includes Shoal Lake. 
 

 
BOAT INSPECTION/DECON/TECH NEWS 

 
 
 
[Colorado] Proposed boat stamp would pay for mussel inspections (12/27/17) 
 

…The Mussel Free Colorado Act, sponsored by the water resources review committee, is 
expected to be introduced to legislators in early 2018 and, if passed, would provide 
funding starting in 2019 by requiring boaters to buy an aquatic nuisance species stamp. 
These fees, $25 for Colorado residents and $50 for out-of-state boaters, would generate 
about $2.4 million per year and could increase with inflation, according to Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife… 

 
[Alberta] Mussels spread mayhem, but trained dogs are on the case (12/22/17) 
 

It takes Nemo less than a minute to know whether there are quagga or zebra mussels 
latched onto a boat… 

 
MARINE  

 
 

[Florida] Pensacola-based startup moves ahead with plan for lionfish-killing drones (1/3/18) 
 

Although its initial July target for profitability proved too ambitious, American Marine 
Research Co., a startup based in Pensacola, is still trending upwards in its quest to rid the 
Gulf Coast of lionfish through drone technology. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/zebra-mussels-shoal-lake-1.4473125
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/zebra-mussels-shoal-lake-1.4473125
http://www.reporterherald.com/news/larimer-county/ci_31554224/proposed-boat-stamp-would-pay-mussel-inspections
http://www.reporterherald.com/news/larimer-county/ci_31554224/proposed-boat-stamp-would-pay-mussel-inspections
https://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2017/12/22/stories/1060069797
https://www.eenews.net/greenwire/2017/12/22/stories/1060069797
http://www.pnj.com/story/money/business/2018/01/03/pensacola-based-startup-moves-ahead-plan-lionfish-killing-drones/994312001/
http://www.pnj.com/story/money/business/2018/01/03/pensacola-based-startup-moves-ahead-plan-lionfish-killing-drones/994312001/
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BALLAST WATER/BIOFOULING 
 

 
California issues reminder on biofouling management (12/29/17) 
 

In a letter sent yesterday, the California State Lands Commission reminds shipping 
agents to advise vessels arriving at California ports of the state's biofouling management 
requirements. 

 
Washington State Department of Ecology's Antifouling Paint Report: Report to the Legislature 
on Non-Copper Antifouling Paints for Recreational Vessels in Washington (1/18) 
 

One of the key findings of the boat paint survey reveals that banning copper in 
antifouling paints may lead to the increased use of other more toxic biocides – a 
regrettable substitution. Thirty copper-free biocidal antifouling paint products are 
registered for use in Washington State. In some cases, these copper-free paints contain 
biocides that may pose a risk to Washington State water quality and marine life. A small 
number of non-biocidal antifouling paints are also available. While these paints are 
widely believed to be safer than biocidal paints, there is little data on how these paints 
affect aquatic life or water quality. 
 

FISH 
 

 
[Alabama] Asian carp pose threat to region’s waterways (1/7/18) 
 

As a response to the threat, Alabama has joined forces with the Tennessee Wildlife 
Resources Agency and the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks to 
mitigate the spread of silver carp. Twenty-eight states in the Mississippi basin have 
joined to form the Mississippi Interstate Cooperative Resource Association. 

 
Invasive 'Devil Fish' Make It to Washington's Lake Roosevelt (12/22/17) 
 

They’ve been called devil fish. They’re No. 1 on the hit-list for invasive aquatic life in 
Washington waters. And they’re creeping farther and farther down the Columbia River 
system… 
 

Park Service proposes methods to control invasives in Grand Canyon 
 
Rising numbers of invasive brown trout and green sunfish in the Colorado River 
downstream of Glen Canyon Dam have spurred the National Park Service to propose a 
range of new actions to control those and other non-native aquatic species in Glen 
Canyon and Grand Canyon. 
 
Related: Turns out, nature resists manipulation (1/2/18) 
 

http://www.marinelog.com/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=28003:california-issues-reminder-on-biofouling-management&Itemid=231
http://www.marinelog.com/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=28003:california-issues-reminder-on-biofouling-management&Itemid=231
http://www.slc.ca.gov/Programs/MISP/2018-AgentLetter.pdf
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1704039.html
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/SummaryPages/1704039.html
http://nooga.com/212494/asian-carp-pose-threat-regions-waterways/
http://nooga.com/212494/asian-carp-pose-threat-regions-waterways/
https://www.opb.org/news/article/invasive-devil-fish-make-it-to-washingtons-lake-roosevelt/
https://www.opb.org/news/article/invasive-devil-fish-make-it-to-washingtons-lake-roosevelt/
http://azdailysun.com/news/local/park-service-proposes-methods-to-control-invasives-in-grand-canyon/article%E2%80%9400c0709c-fca2-5564-bacb-d24a9c7ec21a.html
http://azdailysun.com/news/local/park-service-proposes-methods-to-control-invasives-in-grand-canyon/article%E2%80%9400c0709c-fca2-5564-bacb-d24a9c7ec21a.html
http://www.paysonroundup.com/outdoors/turns-out-nature-resists-manipulation/article_d7967431-b5aa-57f3-bcfe-818448b13884.html
http://www.paysonroundup.com/outdoors/turns-out-nature-resists-manipulation/article_d7967431-b5aa-57f3-bcfe-818448b13884.html
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[Scientific Publication] [abstract only] Using Carbon Dioxide in Fisheries and Aquatic Invasive 
Species Management. Fisheries. Volume 42 (12) 2017.  

 
 

AQUACULTURE 
 

 
[Washington] Point of View: Not all net pens are created equal (1/7/18) 
 

With all of the recent publicity about net pens, we feel compelled to weigh-in. Net pens 
are a technique for growing fish — a technique that has at times been done well, and at 
other times been done poorly. We are not inherently opposed to net pens. We are opposed 
to growing a non-native species in our waters. It is the non-native Atlantic salmon, not 
net pens, which pose a threat to our treaty resources. 

 
[Washington] Salmon farm sues after state cancels its lease (1/5/18) 
 

Cooke Aquaculture Pacific is appealing after Washington state last month canceled a 
lease for one of its farmed salmon operations in Port Angeles. In a lawsuit filed in 
Clallam County Superior Court Thursday, Cooke said it was not in default of its net pen 
lease and there was no basis for the terminating its contract. [Cooke Press Release here] 

 
[Washington] DNR chief: Cooke to dismantle fish pens at Ediz Hook (1/10/18) 
 

…Franz canceled the New Brunswick, Canada-based company’s aquatic-lands lease Dec. 
15, citing violations including Styrofoam discharges, a defective anchoring system and 
operating 500 feet outside of its leasehold area by placing its anchors outside the 
boundaries set in the agreement…. Franz said there is no appeal process. “This isn’t a 
permit,” she said of the lease. “We are the manager of this land and the owner of this land 
on behalf of the public.”… 

 
Farms ‘have impact’ on wild fish says study review (1/18) 
 

Salmon farming increases the number of salmon lice in the sea and lice in the most 
intensively farmed areas have negatively impacted wild Atlantic salmon and sea trout 
populations, a review of scientific studies has concluded. 

 
Scientist pans fish disease review, says it lacked transparency (1/10/18) 
 

A conservation scientist is questioning the integrity of a federal review of salmon viruses 
and diseases, saying there wasn’t enough transparency around industry practices… 
 

Shell games: Washington a leader in oyster farming (12/17/17) 
 

…The industry was saved by what today would be considered an invasive species. 
Desperate to replenish the beds, farmers tried to transplant an oyster from Europe, Ostrea 

http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03632415.2017.1383903
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03632415.2017.1383903
http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/opinion/point-of-view-not-all-net-pens-are-created-equal/
http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/opinion/point-of-view-not-all-net-pens-are-created-equal/
http://www.latimes.com/sns-bc-wa--farmed-salmon-lawsuit-20180105-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/sns-bc-wa--farmed-salmon-lawsuit-20180105-story.html
http://www.cookeseafood.com/cms/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/News-Release-Cooke-Aquaculture-Pacific-files-suit-against-DNR-010518.pdf
http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/dnr-chief-cooke-to-dismantle-fish-pens-at-ediz-hook/
http://www.peninsuladailynews.com/news/dnr-chief-cooke-to-dismantle-fish-pens-at-ediz-hook/
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/news/farms-have-impact-on-wild-fish-says-study-review/
http://www.timescolonist.com/news/local/scientist-pans-fish-disease-review-says-it-lacked-transparency-1.23140397
http://www.timescolonist.com/news/local/scientist-pans-fish-disease-review-says-it-lacked-transparency-1.23140397
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2017/dec/17/shell-games-washington-a-leader-in-oyster-farming/#/0
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2017/dec/17/shell-games-washington-a-leader-in-oyster-farming/#/0
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edulis. It didn’t thrive. In 1905, they brought a species from Japan, Crassostrea gigas, 
that did… 

 
OTHER 

 
 
Why We Should Rethink How We Talk About “Alien” Species (1/9/18) 
 

…For decades, both scientists and laypeople have referred to organisms like the Nilgai as 
“alien,” “exotic” and “invasive.” But as long as ecologists have warned about the danger 
of invasive species, others have asked whether this kind of language—which carries 
connotations of war and xenophobia—could cloud the science and make rational 
discussion more difficult.... 

 
[California] The delta smelt heads for extinction, marking a half-century of failed California 
water policy (1/5/18) 
 

…The diversion of water by itself isn’t the cause of the declining fish populations. The 
delta also has been afflicted by the invasion of non-native species such as the Asian clam, 
which arrived from China and Japan via ballast water dumped from ocean going vessels 
and competes with native fish for plankton, their food supply… 

 
[Minnesota] Let’s seek common sense solutions to invasive species issue [opinion] (1/3/18) 
 

...I am sick and tired of false hysteria from the Minnesota Lakes and Rivers executives. 
Of course this article is politically motivated to give only one perspective to promote the 
unconstitutional inspections and doom and gloom over our lakes' health… 

 
Eat the Invasion: Does it make sense to promote the idea of controlling non-native species by 
eating them? (12/29/17) 
 

Our human ability to decimate a population of animals by way of hunger is well 
established (seen any bison or passenger pigeons around lately?) So, the idea goes, can’t 
we turn that voraciousness on species that are harming our lands and waterways? It’s a 
romantic idea, and a fantastic one, that we could turn such a character flaw into a 
benevolent action by simply choosing our targets more carefully. But more importantly, 
does it work, and should we as a society encourage it? 
 

Invasive Species Eat Little Plankton And Cause Big Problems (1/4/18) 
 

Invasive species disrupt invaded ecosystems by severely altering food webs. This occurs 
as invaders are often better competitors for resources within invaded environments. In 
particular, freshwater ecosystems, such as lakes, rivers, and streams have been threatened 
by the spread and subsequent food web effects of invasive species… 

 
  

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/why-scientists-are-starting-rethink-how-they-talk-about-alien-species-180967761/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/science-nature/why-scientists-are-starting-rethink-how-they-talk-about-alien-species-180967761/
http://www.latimes.com/business/hiltzik/la-fi-hiltzik-smelt-environment-20180105-story.html
http://www.latimes.com/business/hiltzik/la-fi-hiltzik-smelt-environment-20180105-story.html
http://www.bemidjipioneer.com/opinion/letters/4381961-letter-editor-lets-seek-common-sense-solutions-invasive-species-issue
http://www.bemidjipioneer.com/opinion/letters/4381961-letter-editor-lets-seek-common-sense-solutions-invasive-species-issue
https://growlermag.com/eat-the-invasion-controlling-invasive-species/
https://growlermag.com/eat-the-invasion-controlling-invasive-species/
https://sciencetrends.com/invasive-species-eat-little-plankton-cause-big-problems/
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Florida Is 'Raining Iguanas.' Will The Invasive Reptiles Adapt? (1/5/18) 
 

…While these cold weather snaps can make it look like iguanas and other invasive 
species are undergoing a massive die-off, it's unlikely their populations will be harmed 
long term. Some may even learn to adapt to it. After Florida experienced a particularly 
cold bout of weather in 2010, Burmese python populations appeared to drop, but a 2012 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife study found they easily, and quickly, bounced back… 

 
WEEDS 

 
 

[Michigan] Old specimen provides new insight into invasive algae (1/5/18) 
 

…the new discovery supports the theory that starry stonewort also arrived by way of the 
St. Lawrence, according to Kenneth Karol, the lead author of the study and an associate 
curator at the New York Botanical Garden… 
 

Freezing temps tamp down invasive aquatic plant that's been overtaking Louisiana lakes 
(1/10/18) 
 

The cold weather has helped reduce an invasive aquatic plant that's been taking over 
lakes in the state, including Lake Bistineau near Shreveport. Giant salvinia is a floating 
fern that grows rapidly, outpacing natural plant species. 

 
JOBS/GRANTS 

 
 
Montana Fish Wildlife and Parks Aquatic Invasive Species Program Coordinator – closes 
January 14th, 2018 
 

The Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Coordinator manages FWP’s AIS program and 
ensures AIS considerations are integrated into statewide fisheries management plans and 
operations. The AIS Coordinator is responsible for implementing actions identified in the 
Montana Aquatic Invasive Species Management Plan and in determining the direction, 
priorities and activities of the AIS program. 

  
Responsibilities include overseeing the AIS early detection and monitoring program, 
overseeing the watercraft inspection program, advising the FWP AIS Bureau Chief on 
AIS issues, coordinating with federal, state and tribal agencies and local entities, 
representing FWP and the AIS program at a regional and national level, and leading 
operations for the FWP AIS program. 

 
 
State of Nevada Announces an Open Competitive Recruitment for: Wildlife Staff Specialist 
[State AIS Coordinator]  

https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/01/iguana-invasive-reptiles-cold-weather-frozen-florida-spd/
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/01/iguana-invasive-reptiles-cold-weather-frozen-florida-spd/
http://news.jrn.msu.edu/capitalnewsservice/2018/01/05/old-specimen-provides-new-insight-into-invasive-algae/
http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2018/01/freezing_temps_tamp_down_invas.html
http://www.nola.com/environment/index.ssf/2018/01/freezing_temps_tamp_down_invas.html
https://mtstatejobs.taleo.net/careersection/200/jobdetail.ftl?job=17142451&tz=GMT-07%3A00
https://nvapps.state.nv.us/NEATS/Recruiting/ViewAnnouncement.aep?recruitmentId=33245
https://nvapps.state.nv.us/NEATS/Recruiting/ViewAnnouncement.aep?recruitmentId=33245
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Applications accepted until recruitment needs are satisfied. Under the direction of the 
Division Administrator of Fisheries, the position will coordinate and direct the Nevada 
Department of Wildlife (NDOW) aquatic invasive species management program for the 
prevention, monitoring and control of aquatic invasive species (AIS) in Nevada… 

 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Aquatic Invasive Species Grants: Zebra Mussel Economic 
Impacts Research RFP – proposals due January 31, 2018 
 

Projects must adequately address the following primary research need: Quantification of 
economic impacts of zebra mussels in Texas. We are requesting proposals that quantify 
the past and potential economic impact of zebra mussels on infrastructure in Texas (e.g., 
water supply, hydroelectric power generation), focusing on but not limited to 
regions/lakes where zebra mussels are present. Researchers should seek to collect 
economic impact data using interviews and/or surveys (as opposed to literature-based 
estimation/quantification). The following economic impact/cost categories should be 
considered:  (1) prevention/awareness, (2) monitoring, (3) preventive control efforts (e.g., 
antifouling coatings, filtration, chemicals), (4) reactive control methods (e.g., mechanical 
cleaning and inspection), (5) lost production costs, and (6) additional categories as 
needed. Facility characterization (e.g., type, size) and facility components impacted or at 
risk should also be documented and factored into the analyses. 

 
John A. Knauss Marine Policy Fellowship (2019 Fellows) – Application due Feb. 23, 2018 
 

An eligible applicant is any student, regardless of citizenship, who, on February 21, 2018, 
is enrolled towards a degree in a graduate program that has an interest in ocean, coastal 
and Great Lakes resources and in the national policy decisions affecting those resources. 
The graduate degree must be awarded through an accredited institution of higher 
education in the United States or U.S. Territories. Application information may be found 
on Grants.gov, The length of assignment is one-year (non-renewable). The dates of the 
official fellowship are February 1, 2019 - January 31, 2020. Applications must be 
submitted to the state Sea Grant program by February 23, 2018. Applicants are strongly 
encouraged to reach out to the Sea Grant Program in their state one to two months prior 
to the state application deadline to receive application support and provide notification 
of an intent to apply. The applicant should allow sufficient time to schedule an interview 
with the eligible Sea Grant program at the program’s request. 
 

Reclamation launches prize competition looking to eradicate invasive quagga and zebra mussels 
- Close: February 28, 2018 
 

The Bureau of Reclamation is seeking innovative solutions to eradicate invasive zebra 
and quagga mussels from large reservoirs, lakes, and rivers in a cost effective and 
environmentally sound manner. Invasive mussel infestations pose significant logistical 
and economic challenges for local communities, recreationists and water managers. 
Currently, no practical methods exist for large-scale control of invasive dreissenid mussel 
populations once they become widely established in a lake or reservoir (referred to as 

https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/aquatic_invasives/
https://tpwd.texas.gov/business/grants/aquatic_invasives/
mailto:http://www.noaa.gov/opportunities/sea-grant-john-knauss-marine-policy-fellowship
mailto:https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html%3FoppId=298724
https://www.usbr.gov/research/challenges/mussels.html
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“open-water”). Solutions can be novel treatments or approaches that build upon existing 
treatments. This challenge launches Stage 1 of a planned three-stage Grand Challenge 
that includes laboratory-scale and field-scale demonstrations. Winners of the prize 
competition will have an innovative solution for 100-percent eradication and will share a 
prize purse of $100,000 

 
New York- the Long Island Native Plant Initiative  
 

Currently accepting applications for: Long Island Invasive Species Management Area 
(LIISMA) Position #1: Invasive Species Education and Outreach Specialist, Position #2: 
Invasive Species Program Manager. Open until filled.  

 
 
Nevada - Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Outreach Team Leader Internship [AmeriCorps] 
 

Working collaboratively with Lake Mead National Recreation Area (LMNRA), the Great 
Basin Institute is recruiting an Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Outreach Team Lead 
Intern to primarily coordinate outreach and education activities focused on preventing the 
spread of aquatic invasive species by recreational watercraft… Open until filled 
 

Wisconsin/Minnesota - Aquatic Invasive Species Intern 
 
Applications will be reviewed and considered as they are received, and interviews will 
occur as qualified candidates emerge. Apply soon. Open until filled! Part of the River 
Connections Program, a partnership of the St. Croix River Association and the National 
Park Service at the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway  The St. Croix River Association 
(SCRA) is currently recruiting applicants for up to three aquatic invasive species (AIS) 
internships at the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway during the summer of 2018. 
Positions will be 12-15 weeks. 
 

 
Wyoming - Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) Technician (up to 46 positions)-Statewide (open 
until filled)  
 

These 5-month positions will inspect watercraft at key locations around the state in an 
effort to prevent the introduction and spread of aquatic invasive species. Participates in 
outreach and education efforts to inform the general public about the impacts of aquatic 
invasive species.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.linpi.org/employment-opportunities/
https://www.conservationjobboard.com/job-listing-aquatic-invasive-species-ais-outreach-team-leader-internship-lake-mead-national-recreation-areagreat-basin-institute-lake-mead-nevada/3613784781
https://www.stcroixriverassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/2018-AIS-Internship-Position-Description.pdf
https://www.stcroixriverassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/2018-AIS-Internship-Position-Description.pdf
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/gameandfishjobs/frmViewJobListings.aspx
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FEDERAL/STATE/PROVINCIAL  
LEGISLATION, RULES, ACTIONS 

 
State 

 
[Washington] Atlantic Salmon Remain in Legislative Crosshairs (1/5/18) 
 

Democrats from the Washington state House of Representatives have introduced new 
legislation that seeks to address the escape of non-native fish, such as the more than 
100,000 Atlantic salmon that escaped in Puget Sound in August. According to a press 
release, House Bill 2418 would keep the state on solid legal footing for its current 
contracts while simultaneously creating a process to shut down contracts that don’t meet 
requirements to keep native populations safe from contamination. Additionally, the 
proposal strives to eliminate escape completely by implementing an immediate 
moratorium on new leases, or extending leases, for net pens over at least the next two 
years. [Track HB 2418 here] [SB 6086 - 2017-18 Protecting the state's marine waters 
from the release of nonnative finfish from marine finfish aquaculture sites.] 

 
Related: Cooke battles senator’s bid to outlaw salmon farms 

 WFGA testimony on bill to ban Atlantic salmon (1/10/18) 
 Puget Sound fish farmers say banning Atlantic salmon operations would be unfair 
(1/9/18) 
Lawmakers consider bill to ban commercial net pens for fish farms after massive spill 
(1/9/18) 

 
[Colorado] Mussel Free Colorado Act introduced to address funding for Aquatic Nuisance 
Species program (1/10/18) 
 

On Wednesday, January 10, 2018, the Mussel-Free Colorado Act (HB 18-1008), 
sponsored by the water resources review committee, was introduced in the Colorado 
Legislature. If passed, this bill will provide a stable funding source of $2.4 million for 
Colorado Parks and Wildlife’s Aquatic Nuisance Species (ANS) Program in 2019 and 
beyond by requiring motorboats and sailboats to purchase an ANS stamp. Colorado 
residents will be charged $25 and non-residents will be charged $50. 

 
 
[Idaho] 2 new Idaho laws take effect Jan. 1 (12/29/17) 
 

The persistence to keep our Idaho waters from aquatic invasive species such as quagga 
mussels seems to be a never ending fight. The House Bill 211 will increase the invasive 
species sticker for nonresidents from $22 to $30. All funds are generated for boat vessel 
inspections and the prevention of invasive species. 

Executive 
 

http://www.chronline.com/atlantic-salmon-remain-in-legislative-crosshairs/article_eb9b5514-f2a6-11e7-b2ed-5b4e21566074.html
http://www.chronline.com/atlantic-salmon-remain-in-legislative-crosshairs/article_eb9b5514-f2a6-11e7-b2ed-5b4e21566074.html
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2418&Year=2017
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=6086&Year=2017
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=6086&Year=2017
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=6086&Year=2017
https://www.fishfarmingexpert.com/news/cooke-battles-senators-bid-to-outlaw-salmon-farms/
http://www.wfga.net/news/wfga-testimony-on-bill-to-ban-atlantic-salmon
http://www.wfga.net/news/wfga-testimony-on-bill-to-ban-atlantic-salmon
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/politics/puget-sound-fish-farmers-say-banning-atlantic-salmon-operations-would-be-unfair/
https://www.seattletimes.com/seattle-news/politics/puget-sound-fish-farmers-say-banning-atlantic-salmon-operations-would-be-unfair/
http://komonews.com/news/local/lawmakers-consider-bill-to-ban-commercial-net-pens-for-fish-farms-after-massive-spill
http://komonews.com/news/local/lawmakers-consider-bill-to-ban-commercial-net-pens-for-fish-farms-after-massive-spill
http://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=6371
http://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=6371
http://leg.colorado.gov/bills/hb18-1008
http://www.kmvt.com/content/news/2-new-laws-will-take--467150393.html
http://www.kmvt.com/content/news/2-new-laws-will-take--467150393.html
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Invasive Species Advisory Council 
 

The Department of the Interior (DOI) issued a notice stating that it is seeking 
nominations for qualified persons to serve as members of the Invasive Species Advisory 
Committee (ISAC). Nominations must be submitted by 26 February 2018. 82 Fed. Reg. 
61323 (12/27/17) 

 
 
Block Asian carp with a concrete wall (12/20/17)  
 

Wildlife officials aren’t worried about voracious Asian carp invading the Wisconsin 
River north of Prairie du Sac because a large dam blocks their way. A similar solution is 
needed in a shipping canal near Chicago so the invasive species doesn’t infest Lake 
Michigan and the Great Lakes… 
 
Related: 3 state attorneys favor walling off Great Lakes to stop carp (12/11/17) 

 
[Illinois] Lawmaker Skeptical of Other States' Position on Asian Carp (12/21/17) 
 

A state senator from an Illinois river community has some problems with leaders from 
other states who want to close the Illinois River to keep Asian carp out of the Great 
Lakes…"You always need to be cognizent of what's happening upstream from you," 
Rezin said Monday. "Also, if you dam up the river, what will it do to the ecosystem in the 
river?" 
 
Related: [Ohio] DeWine calls for lock closure to prevent invasive Asian carp in Great 
Lakes (1/12/18) 
 

Congressional 
 
Water Resources Development Act: Hearing Statement of Ranking Member Carper: America’s 
Water Infrastructure Needs and Challenges (1/10/18) 
 

Today, the U.S. Senate Environment and Public Works Subcommittee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure held the hearing, “America’s Water Infrastructure Needs and 
Challenges.”… 
 
 
Note: For some history on WRDA, See the testimony given by Nicole Carter , Natural 
Resources Policy Specialist, Congressional Research Service 
 
RELATED: Morning Energy (1/10/17) had this to say about the upcoming WRDA 
process: 
 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2017-12-27/pdf/2017-27829.pdf
http://www.wiscnews.com/baraboonewsrepublic/opinion/editorial/article_65a4856d-d3bb-516d-b546-a775ce16c801.html
http://www.wiscnews.com/baraboonewsrepublic/opinion/editorial/article_65a4856d-d3bb-516d-b546-a775ce16c801.html
https://www.dailyherald.com/article/20171211/news/312119870/
https://www.dailyherald.com/article/20171211/news/312119870/
http://altondailynews.com/news/details.cfm?clientid=17&id=257189#.Wkw1zCOZNsM
http://altondailynews.com/news/details.cfm?clientid=17&id=257189#.Wkw1zCOZNsM
http://www.sent-trib.com/news/local/dewine-calls-for-lock-closure-to-prevent-invasive-asian-carp/article_131869fc-8475-5006-98a7-61985a2a1e7d.html
http://www.sent-trib.com/news/local/dewine-calls-for-lock-closure-to-prevent-invasive-asian-carp/article_131869fc-8475-5006-98a7-61985a2a1e7d.html
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases-democratic?ID=690E462B-FD19-481B-8B57-A6359ED290E7
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases-democratic?ID=690E462B-FD19-481B-8B57-A6359ED290E7
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?Id=250B9FBA-D08A-45B0-96D0-C0E58E95B4F9&Statement_id=244E14FE-8E7A-4796-90A3-CCC4BFF0F1C5
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SENATE STARTS WRDA WORK: Senate EPW begins laying the groundwork 
for a new WRDA bill this morning, hearing from witnesses representing local 
interests. In 2014, when Congress passed the first WRDA bill in seven years, 
leaders vowed to return to a two-year cycle in a bid to keep the legislation slim 
and simple. But the 2016 bill became the vehicle for dealing with lead-tainted 
Flint, Mich., and a controversial California drought package. Now, with Trump 
vowing to produce a major infrastructure package, this year's WRDA bill may get 
pulled into that fight as well. Members have argued the earmark ban is a 
particular hindrance when it comes to directing the recalcitrant Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

 
WHAT NEXT: The Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works will hold a 
full committee hearing entitled, “America’s Water Infrastructure Needs and Challenges: 
Federal Panel.”  On 1/17/18 7:00 am PST 
 

 
Incidental discharge moratorium extension signed into law (1/3/18) 
 

On January 3, 2018 President Trump signed S. 2273, which extends from December 18, 
2017, to January 19, 2018, the moratorium on the requirement for Clean Water Act 
permitting of incidental discharges from certain vessels. 
 
Now What:  S. 2273 is the less controversial part of the current Vessel Incidental 
Discharge Act (VIDA, S. 168). However the extension only goes through next week. 
Stay tuned, we are expecting action on the larger VIDA bill in the coming weeks.  For 
further information on VIDA and CVIDA S. 1129 go to page 15 of the AIS News 
(6/1/17) . For further information on state management concerns related to VIDA, contact 
Allen Pleus, WDFW, Allen.Pleus@dfw.wa.gov ] 
.  

GOP leaders feel squeeze as shutdown threat nears (1/11/18) 

Concerns are mounting over whether GOP leaders can wrangle the votes to avoid a 
government shutdown next week — with Republicans feeling pinched on the right and 
the left. Defense hawks in the GOP, who say short-term spending bills cripple the 
military, are threatening to vote against another stopgap without a long-term deal in hand 
to increase Pentagon funding. Progressive groups, meanwhile, are pressuring Democrats 
to oppose any government funding measure without an accord to shield more than 
700,000 Dreamers from deportation… 

Related: House to consider another short-term spending bill (1/11/18) 

 

 

https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=301D333D-4320-44D6-AD3E-03AB014C4288
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=301D333D-4320-44D6-AD3E-03AB014C4288
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings?ID=301D333D-4320-44D6-AD3E-03AB014C4288
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-signs-h-r-4661-s-1536-s-2273-law/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/president-donald-j-trump-signs-h-r-4661-s-1536-s-2273-law/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/2273
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/168
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/1129
http://www.westernais.org/media/aisinthenews/6-1-17.pdf
http://www.westernais.org/media/aisinthenews/6-1-17.pdf
mailto:Allen.Pleus@dfw.wa.gov
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/01/11/government-shutdown-threat-gop-congress-337248
http://thehill.com/policy/finance/368527-house-to-consider-another-short-term-spending-bill-next-week
http://thehill.com/policy/finance/368527-house-to-consider-another-short-term-spending-bill-next-week
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TRAININGS, WEBINARS, CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS 
 

 
Flowering Rush Summit 2018 

Northern Quest Resort, Spokane Washington 
February 27-28, 2018 

 
The Columbia Basin Cooperative Weed Management Area invites you to join us at the 

Flowering Rush Summit on February 27 and 28, 2018 in Spokane WA. The Summit will be a 
one and a half day event that will address flowering rush in the Columbia River Basin. The goal 

of the Summit is to share current information on distribution, ecology and management of 
flowering rush. The agenda team is busy at work putting the final touches together for the 

upcoming summit. 
 

Book your hotel - Take advantage of our special hotel rate of $99/night plus taxes and fees.  
Group code: 19263 or follow this link  

 
Register for the event today! Plus take a look at the agenda at a glance.   

 
 

Proceedings and Archived Events 

 

Events: Webinars, Trainings, Conferences and Meetings 
 
 

JANUARY 

 
[Webinar] Case Studies in Response to and Management of Invasive Mussel Infestations 
January 19, 1:30 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Eastern Please join us for a webinar hosted by the Invasive 
Mussel Collaborative to discuss recent response and management activities for zebra and quagga 
mussels (Dreissena polymorpha and D. rostriformis bugensis, respectively) in three states. This 
webinar will examine methods, decision-making structures, and lessons learned from these 
activities.  
 
Midwest Fish and Wildlife Conference January 28-31, 2018 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. The 
theme of the meeting is "Strengthening Natural Resources Through Collaboration."  
 

FEBRUARY 

Invasive Species Council of BC: Annual Public Forum & AGM. INVASIVES 2018 is taking 
place Feb 6 - 8, 2018 at the Pacific Gateway Hotel in Richmond BC. Do you have an invasive 
species project you'd like to share at INVASIVES 2018? Online submissions of poster abstracts 
are now being accepted. Showcase your latest invasive species work or research. New for 2018 - 
Presenters benefit from discounted Forum registration rates! 

https://gc.synxis.com/rez.aspx?Hotel=65230&Chain=18073&arrive=2/26/2018&depart=2/28/2018&adult=1&child=0&group=19263
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/flowering-rush-summit-registration-38243668843
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/imc-webinar-case-studies-in-response-to-invasive-mussel-infestations-tickets-41048414914?utm_source=IMC+Webinars&utm_campaign=26fedff099-Invasive_Mussel_Collaborative_Webinar_1_19_2018&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_74dcc
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/imc-webinar-case-studies-in-response-to-invasive-mussel-infestations-tickets-41048414914?utm_source=IMC+Webinars&utm_campaign=26fedff099-Invasive_Mussel_Collaborative_Webinar_1_19_2018&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_74dcc
http://www.midwestfw.org/
http://events.bcinvasives.ca/about-invasivesforum/?utm_source=ISCBC+Enews+Distribution&utm_campaign=da068584b5-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_08&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c8b31b6095-da068584b5-427117977
http://events.bcinvasives.ca/abstracts-invasivesforum/?utm_source=ISCBC+Enews+Distribution&utm_campaign=55c2c80ee7-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_11&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c8b31b6095-55c2c80ee7-427117977
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Save the Date: Montana Invasive Species Council (MISC) Meeting Tuesday, February 20, 2018 
10:00 AM-4:00 PM Mountain Time DNRC Headquarters 
 
Save the Date: Oregon Invasive Species Council (OISC) Meeting. The 2-day meeting will take 
place February 20th and 21st in Salem 
 
Flowering Rush Summit on February 27 and 28, 2018 in Spokane, WA. The goal of the Summit 
is to share current information on distribution, ecology and management of flowering rush.  
Summit discussions are intended to influence the development of a regional management plan. 
Registration now open.  
 
National Invasive Species Awareness Week (NISAW) is scheduled for Feb 26 – March 2, 2018.  
For further information, see https://www.nisaw.org/ 
 

MARCH 

The Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed Management Area is hosting its seventh annual 
Invasive Species and Exotic Pest Workshop on March 1, 2018 in Stevenson, WA. This year we 
will be talking about invasive species management and wildfire. The workshop is co-hosted by 
Washington State University Extension and the Washington Invasive Species Council, and is 
partially funded through the US Department of Agriculture. Certified herbicide applicators may 
earn up to 7 Oregon or Washington re-certification credits (pending approval). 
 
National Shellfisheries Association 110th Annual Meeting, March 18-22, 2018. Renaissance 
Hotel, Seattle Washington, USA. Special European Green Crab Session. Call for abstracts due 
December 17, 2017. Contact:   Sylvia Yamada yamadas@science.oregonstate.edu  or Thomas 
Therriault, thomas.therriault@dfo-mpo.gc.ca  
 
1st Call for Papers, 2018 MRNRC Missouri River Conference: “More Than Just A River Runs 
Through It” March 20-22, 2018, Nebraska City, NE 
 
2018 Washington Botanical Symposium Wednesday, March 21, 2018 University of Washington 
Botanic Gardens Center for Urban Horticulture, Cost: $85Agenda and program information 
available. Student scholarships, remote attendance, and poster presentation options available. 
Visit website for details. 
 
FWS-National Conservation Training Center offers a course in March 2018 on chemical fish 
removal. The course is designed for fisheries biologists who must manage or supervise the 
planning and execution of a restoration project using Rotenone or Antimycin. 

 

APRIL 

2018 Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference  Ecosystem Recovery in a Transboundary System. April 
4th-6th, at the Washington State Convention Center in Seattle, Washington.  
 

http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/montana-invasive-species-program/misc
https://www.oregoninvasivespeciescouncil.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/flowering-rush-summit-registration-38243668843
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/flowering-rush-summit-registration-38243668843
https://www.nisaw.org/
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/about-us/
http://www.shellfish.org/annual-meeting
mailto:yamadas@science.oregonstate.edu
mailto:thomas.therriault@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
http://www.mrnrc2018.com/
http://bit.ly/wabotanicalsymposium
https://training.fws.gov/
http://www.wwu.edu/salishseaconference/
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Save the Date: The Government of the Northwest Territories is planning a conference on 
invasive species, pests and pathogens in northern ecosystems Location: Yellowknife, NWT, 
Canada Venue: Explorer Hotel Dates: April 9-13, 2018 For more information please contact: 
Heather Fenton : Pest and pathogen section (heather_fenton@gov.nt.ca);  Suzanne Carriere: 
Invasive Species section (suzanne_carriere@gov.nt.ca); Claire Singer: Organizer 
(claire_singer@gov.nt.ca ) 
 
 
Columbia River Estuary Conference 2018, Promoting Resiliency Under Shifting Environmental 
Conditions April 10-12, 2018 • Liberty Theater • Astoria, Oregon Abstracts due February 2.  
 
Pacific Ballast Water Group (PBWG) will meet April 11-12, 2018 (Wednesday/Thursday )at the  
Crowne Plaza Seattle Airport, WA. We anticipate the meeting starting at 10:00 am on 4/11 and 
ending early/mid afternoon 4/12. For more information: mailto:sphillips@psmfc.org 
 

MAY 

Planning & executing successful rotenone & antimycin projects; For biologists who manage the 
planning and execution of rotenone or antimycin projects May 14-18, 2018 Utah State 
University, Logan 
 

OCTOBER 

The Society for the Study of Marine Bioinvasions and the Grupo de Ecología en Ambientes 
Costeros  invites you to participate in the 10th International Conference on Marine Bioinvasions 
(ICMB-X), in Puerto Madryn (Patagonia Argentina, between the 16-18 October 2018. 

 
PNW Society for Ecological Restoration & Society for Wetland Scientists 2018 Joint 
Conference. October 15-19, 2018 in Spokane, Washington. 

________________ 
 
 
 
 
TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org  
AIS NEWS was compiled by Stephen Phillips and Robyn Draheim 
Past issues of AIS NEWS can be found @ http://www.westernais.org/   under the “News” tab. 

mailto:heather_fenton@gov.nt.ca
mailto:suzanne_carriere@gov.nt.ca
mailto:claire_singer@gov.nt.ca
http://www.estuarypartnership.org/sites/default/files/Call%20for%20abstracts%20CREC%202018.pdf?mc_cid=d81ff96488&mc_eid=f5b7720a7c
mailto:sphillips@psmfc.org
https://fisheries.org/membership/continuing-education/planning-executing-successful-rotenone-antimycin-projects/
http://www.marinebioinvasions.info/
http://www.marinebioinvasions.info/
https://restoration2018.org/
https://restoration2018.org/
mailto:sphillips@psmfc.org
http://www.westernais.org/
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