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COVER PHOTO: Habitat-forming kelp species, such as Laminaria hyperborea (pictured here during spring low tide 
emersion in South Devon, UK), dominate shallow rocky reefs in many temperate and polar regions. They can form 
extensive forests, providing habitat for a wealth of associated organisms and contributing signifi cantly to coastal 
primary production. Kelp forests are, however, impacted by a range of stressors, including ocean warming and the 
spread of invasive species. By conducting a long-term press removal experiment, Epstein et al. (Ecosphere, Volume 
10, Issue 7, Article e02814; doi:10.1002/ecs2.2814) examined the impact of the invasive Asian kelp Undaria pinnatifi da 
(‘Wakame’) on native assemblages at a heavily invaded site in the UK. Although overall community impacts were 
inconsistent and of low magnitude, the manipulation showed that Undaria exerted subtle but signifi cant negative 
eff ects, particularly on a native kelp species with a similar life history. Targeted long-term manipulative experiments 
can identify previously undetected impacts of invasive species in coastal ecosystems; subtle impacts should be 
considered before robust management prioritizations are made. Photo credit: K. Hiscock.
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AIMS & SCOPE
The scope of Ecosphere is as broad as the science of ecology itself. The journal welcomes submissions from all  sub-disciplines 
of ecological science, as well as interdisciplinary studies relating to ecology. The journal’s goal is to provide a rapid-publication, 
online- only, open-access alternative to ESA’s other journals, while maintaining the rigorous standards of peer review for which 
ESA publications are  renowned.

OPEN ACCESS AND COPYRIGHT
All articles published in Ecosphere are fully open access: immediately freely available to read, download and share. All Ecosphere 
articles are published under the terms of a Creative Commons Attribution License. Copyright on any article in Ecosphere is 
retained by the author(s). Authors grant Wiley a license to publish the article and identify itself as the original publisher. Further 
 information about copyright and the choice of open access licenses can be found at http://www.wileyopenaccess.com/details/
content/ 12f25db4c87/Copyright–License.html

DISCLAIMER
The views expressed in this journal are not necessarily those of the Publisher, the Ecological Society of America, the  Governing 
Board, the Editor-in-Chief, or members of the Advisory and Editorial Boards. Those parties cannot be held responsible for 
errors or any  consequences arising from the use of information contained in this journal.
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