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AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES NEWS 

3/6/16 

DREISSENID MUSSELS 

Quagga mire: Invading mussels could do major harm to Arizona waterways (3/5/16) 

A tiny European shellfish whose larvae are swarming the Colorado River and connected 

water bodies has colonized reservoirs and canals in the hills around the Phoenix area. 

Officials fear the invaders could clog treatment plants and require millions of dollars in 

local pest control — possibly hundreds of millions when the costs are spread from Lake 

Powell to Los Angeles. A losing battle means plugged pipes and, out in the lakes, slow 

fishing…..  

  

SD: Zebra Mussel Issue Not Improving at Lewis and Clark Lake (3/3/16) 

 

…The increased numbers of zebra mussels are easily visible, said Tonna Hartman, 

assistant manager with the Lewis and Clark Recreation Area. She described the mollusk’s 

rapid spread during Thursday’s planning meeting for this year’s Missouri River 

Events…. 

 

Calif: Water district manager explains ongoing closure of San Justo Reservoir (2/29/16)  

 

After the meeting held last week at The Vault in downtown Hollister by 80-plus citizens 

who were united in stating that they “just want to go fishing and a planned protest March 

3 at the 400 Block, no one seemed to have a complete understanding of exactly why San 

Justo Reservoir remains closed after eight years. Benitolink spoke to Jeff Cattaneo, 

district manager of San Benito County Water district, to see if there is satisfactory 

answer. First and foremost, Cattaneo said, the reservoir is still closed because it is still 

infested with the invasive Zebra Mussels, and the Bureau of Reclamation and California 

Fish and Wildlife are unwilling to lift the quarantine. “California Fish and Wildlife, 

however, is starting to back off on that, saying that perhaps it wasn’t their jurisdiction 

since it’s a federal facility,” he said. “But they’re still against having any public access to 

that site.” 

http://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona-water/2016/03/04/quagga-mussels-significant-damage-arizona-waterways/81176658/
http://www.yankton.net/community/article_58b5f666-e1c1-11e5-be7d-2b5b142ee541.html
http://benitolink.com/water-district-manager-explains-ongoing-closure-san-justo-reservoir
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Zebra Mussels were found in San Justo in January 2008 

 

Related Story: Anglers rally to reopen fishing spot (3/3/16)  
  
 

TX: Lewisville to begin using copper to combat zebra mussels (2/26/16) 

 

In an effort to protect Lewisville’s water supply, officials have approved the purchase of 

new equipment that will help with the zebra mussel issue. “This project will inhibit zebra 

mussel growth,” said Donna Barron, city manager. “It’s kind of a unique methodology to 

do that. ”The city will purchase two generators that will release copper ions into the water 

lines at both of the city’s two intake structures located on Lewisville Lake. The zebra 

mussels ingest the copper, which acts as an appetite suppressant and will result in the 

zebra mussels dying off….. 
 
 

TN: Invasive mussels spreading into area lakes (2/11/16)  

 

…Dispersed by barge traffic and recreational boaters, they've made their way up the 

Tennessee River system, attaching by the thousands to man-made structures and even 

anchoring themselves to native mussels. In 2014, zebra mussels were discovered in 

Cherokee Lake after having been discovered in Melton Hill and Norris lakes a few years 

before that…. 

 

Calif: United Water Conservation District struggles with quaggas as reservoir conflict fades 

(2/25/16)  

 

For the United Water Conservation District, a permanent nightmare continues since 

invasive quagga mussels were discovered at Lake Piru in December 2013. Late last 

month, the state Department of Fish and Wildlife sent a letter (read the letter) saying 

United's draft plan for managing the infestation fell short of requirements and had been 

deemed "noncompliant." United's plan must include a method for "decontamination of 

water containing larval mussels," the letter says, which for United presents a unique 

stumbling block. That's because the district, which owns Lake Piru and the Santa Felicia 

Dam in eastern Ventura County, is required by federal law to continually release a small 

flow from the dam into lower Piru Creek for endangered fish habitat. If it rains, larger 

releases can be triggered. "Each one of those releases at this point has quagga mussel 

veligers that might survive," said Anthony Emmert, United's deputy general manager, 

referring to the mussels' microscopic, free-floating larval phase…… 

 

Poo-munching 'alien' mussels capable of crawling up U-bends set to invade Britain after warm 

winter (3/1/16) 

 

An invasion of 'alien' mussels that can crawl up U-bends to feast on human poo is 

expected in Britain after the hottest winter for 350 years. Experts say faeces-eating 

http://nas.er.usgs.gov/queries/SpecimenViewer.aspx?SpecimenID=242513
http://www.ksbw.com/news/anglers-rally-to-reopen-fishing-spot/38330796
http://starlocalmedia.com/lewisvilleleader/news/lewisville-to-begin-using-copper-to-combat-zebra-mussels/article_fa40da66-dcba-11e5-9d21-3b2fc25a7dc1.html
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lewisville+Lake,+Texas/@33.1636399,-97.1395496,11z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x864c36a58f60e58d:0x8404f1ce3ce8d42e
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/local/invasive-mussels-spreading-into-area-lakes-2ad0b5ce-1a66-1b90-e053-0100007f42b7-368361331.html
http://www.vcstar.com/news/local/santa-paula/united-water-conservation-district-struggles-with-quaggas-as-reservoir-conflict-fades-2c61a5c2-94df--370199201.html
http://www.vcstar.com/news/local/santa-paula/united-water-conservation-district-struggles-with-quaggas-as-reservoir-conflict-fades-2c61a5c2-94df--370199201.html
https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/2722867-CDFW-Letter-0129.html
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/technology-science/science/poo-munching-alien-mussels-capable-7470021
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/technology-science/science/poo-munching-alien-mussels-capable-7470021
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quagga mussels have survived in huge numbers thanks to the mild temperatures of the 

past few months….. 

  
 

BOAT INSPECTION/DECON NEWS 
 
 

FWP wants authority to impound boats at risk of carrying invasive mussels (3/3/16)   

 

…………Boos, FWP’s aquatic invasive species coordinator, says temporarily taking 

possession of a boat, or temporarily making it impossible to launch one, would likely be 

rare. Idaho has only done so with six boats since 2009, he says………… 

 

 

CO: Invasive species still a threat (3/1/16)  

 

 

Colorado Parks and Wildlife is reminding boaters to take steps to prevent the transfer of 

aquatic nuisance species such as zebra or quagga mussels. Some lakes and reservoirs 

open as early as March 1 in the state. Other species of concern include non-native 

waterflea, New Zealand mudsnail or Eurasian watermilfoil. The primary defense is to 

keep watercraft clean, drained and dry between each use. In 2015, CPW inspectors 

intercepted 24 infested boats from out-of-state with zebra or quagga mussels, which have 

the potential to damage water infrastructure and the aquatic environment. Invasive 

mussels have been of concern at Lake Pueblo since 2008, when larvae were found and a 

state inspection program was launched. No recurrence has been documented. … 
 
 

OR: Boat inspection stations open (2/22/16) 

 

SALEM, Ore – Aquatic invasive species watercraft inspection stations open March 1 at 

the Ashland Port of Entry on northbound I-5 and March 3 at the Ontario rest area on 

northbound I-84. Watercraft inspection stations in Lakeview, Klamath Falls and Gold 

Beach open in mid-May….. 

 

MT: Watercraft Inspection Stations Open in Northwest Montana (3/4/16)  

 

Watercraft inspection stations are opening across Montana as the effort continues 

to protect lakes and other waterways from aquatic invasive species. The first two stations 

opened in the Flathead region this week, near Pablo and Browning. The stations are open 

earlier than usual. Typically, the stations open Memorial Day weekend…. 

 
 

Okanagan Water Board sends letter to province supporting proposal to control invasive mussels 

in 2016 (2/12/16) 

 

http://missoulian.com/news/state-and-regional/fwp-wants-authority-to-impound-boats-at-risk-of-carrying/article_f818799e-6121-546d-9fb5-44df6ee8376c.html
http://www.chieftain.com/news/4501794-120/state-aquatic-mussels-species
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/news/2016/02_feb/022216.asp
http://flatheadbeacon.com/2016/03/04/46786/
http://www.obwb.ca/okanagan-water-board-sends-letter-to-province-supporting-proposal-to-control-invasive-mussels-in-2016/
http://www.obwb.ca/okanagan-water-board-sends-letter-to-province-supporting-proposal-to-control-invasive-mussels-in-2016/
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The OBWB has sent a letter to the province supporting their staff’s recommendation for 

eight full-time inspection stations set up at key crossings for the 2016 boating season, 

helping prevent the spread of invasive zebra and quagga mussels into B.C. The stations 

recommended would include five along the B.C.-Alberta border and three along the B.C.-

Washington border. We are pleased to support this proposal, noting that it is consistent 

with what the Water Board has been requesting since 2012….. 

 

Related Story: Province considering permanent inspection stations against invasive 

mussels at border crossings into B.C. (2/17/16) 

 

 

MARINE 

 
A Symptom of Modern Times --  Invasive Species and Marine Debris (2/29/16) 

 

 

……….“There are no records in historical literature, scientific literature or management 

policy literature of anything rafting in from Japan or China or Russia and landing, alive, 

on the Pacific coast of North America,” said Carlton during his presentation on February 

11 at the Coastal State Discussion Series sponsored by Rhode Island Sea Grant. “Ocean-

scale rafting events appear to be so rare that we would not expect to see them within a 

human lifetime.” Nearly 400 invasive species, from mussels and crabs to fish and 

seaweed, have been found on tsunami debris that has landed everywhere from Alaska to 

California and Hawaii. ………..  

 

 

AK: Tsunami trash cleanup (2/11/16) 

 

Despite the tons of marine debris that have been removed from Alaska shorelines in 

recent years, large quantities are still accumulating. Polystyrene foam, clearly identifiable 

as debris from the 2011 tsunami in Japan, continues to be a substantial percentage of the 

marine debris found in Alaska…. 

 

 

Invasive species? Try new culinary treat -- green crabs (3/3/16) 
 

………."There's really no reason we shouldn't be selling hundreds of pounds of the green 

crabs each week," Montgomery said. "It would be better to get them out of the water to 

help protect our other seafood species and the marine environment, but they're also a real 

alternative for chefs looking to use crabs and crab flavors in different ways and at a far 

lower price."….. 

 

Related Story: Ipswich's green crabs must be good for something (2/12/16)  

 

 

BALLAST WATER 

http://www.osoyoostimes.com/province-considering-permanent-inspection-stations-against-invasive-mussels-at-border-crossings-into-b-c/
http://www.osoyoostimes.com/province-considering-permanent-inspection-stations-against-invasive-mussels-at-border-crossings-into-b-c/
http://seagrant.gso.uri.edu/blog/2016/02/29/a-symptom-of-modern-times/
http://seagrant.gso.uri.edu/special-programs/coastal-state-discussion-series/
https://www.scribd.com/doc/299040634/DEC-tsunami-debris-press-release
https://www.scribd.com/doc/299040634/DEC-tsunami-debris-press-release
http://www.gloucestertimes.com/news/local_news/invasive-species-try-new-culinary-treat/article_1041fe5c-54eb-5335-a769-aaf12d68fd44.html
http://northofboston.wickedlocal.com/article/20160212/NEWS/160218253
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Ballast Water Management: Belgium to Ratify (2/16/16)  

 

………..This means that the Convention will have 48 countries and 34.95 percent GT of 

the required 35 percent GT by March 2016. The IMO announced in February 2016 that 

the gross tonnage figures for the countries that have ratified the Convention, after a 

thorough recount, was 34.35 percent, just 0.65 percent short of the required 35 percent for 

the Convention to meet the requirements of entry into force………… 

 
 

USCG: Ballast water reporting– Extension on use of old forms (2/22/16)  

 

The US Coast Guard posted a notice stating that, due to delays in availability of the new 

ballast water management reporting form, vessels may continue to utilize the old form 

until 5/1/16. 

 

Editor’s Note: The new record keeping requirements were originally slated to go into 

effect  2/22/16. However west coast  state ballast water program staff from WA, OR and 

Calif. wrote to the USCG on 2/19/16 asking to “Immediately delay implementation of the 

new ballast water management reporting (BWMR) form system for at least 90 days to 

allow states and industry time to adequately review and comment on the new form and 

submission information” and  “Allow a 6 to 9 month phase-in period after the 90 day 

delay when vessels can use the current ballast water reporting form while states and 

industry continue to work with USCG on a smooth and cooperative implementation 

strategy.  According to the states: 

 

 

 “This rushed launch of the new form and reporting system will create major 

industry confusion, and could lead to significant gaps in both state and national 

collection of ballast water management data. The regulated community seems to 

be uninformed about this move to a new form. In conversations with shipping 

industry representatives at the recent Ballast Water Management Summit in Long 

Beach, California, many industry representatives did not think there would be 

significant changes to the current USCG reporting form. Hundreds and perhaps 

thousands of vessel owners, operators, and agents first awareness of the new 

reporting form/submission requirement will be when they try (and fail) to submit 

the old BWRF at their next U.S. port arrival.” 

 

Thankfully the USCG listened and delayed the new rule..stay tuned 

 
 

New Ballast Water Technology Manufacturer Webpage   

 

“We are a concerned group of organizations, including a number of UV-based ballast 

water management system manufacturers, whose main goal is to educate the industry 

about the MPN [Most Probable Number] method and communicate how the United 

http://maritime-executive.com/blog/ballast-water-management-belgium-to-ratify
http://mariners.coastguard.dodlive.mil/2016/02/22/2222016-ballast-water-reporting-extension-on-use-of-old-forms/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+MaritimeCommons+%28Maritime+Commons%29
http://mariners.coastguard.dodlive.mil/2016/02/18/2182016-reminder-implementation-of-ballast-water-management-reporting-and-recordkeeping-final-rule/
http://mpnballastwaterfacts.com/


` 

6 
 

States Coast Guard’s preliminary decision to not accept the MPN method to determine 

the treatment efficacy of ballast water management systems affects global trade and 

environmental protection…..” 

  

Related: Chamber of Shipping of America Weighs In on MPN (2/8/16)  

 
 

Great Lakes Seaway Ballast Water Working Group releases 2014 Ballast Water Management 

Report (2/6/16)  

 

Cleveland — The Great Lakes Ballast Water Working Group released its 2014 Summary 

of Great Lakes Seaway Ballast Water Management activities Thursday…..In 2014, 100 

percent of ships bound for the Great Lakes via the St. Lawrence Seaway from outside the 

Exclusive Economic Zone received a ballast tank exam.  In total, the BWWG partner 

agencies examined 8,497 ballast tanks during 454 vessel transits.  Vessels that did not 

exchange their ballast water or flush their ballast tanks were required to either retain the 

ballast water and residuals on board, treat the ballast water in an environmentally sound 

and approved manner, or return to sea to conduct a ballast water exchange…..  
 

Ballast Water: More Support for MPN Method (2/14/16) 

 

The U.S. Coast Guard’s December 14 decision to reject the most probably number 

(MPN) method for determining the efficacy of ballast water treatment systems has far 

reaching implications for equipment manufacturers and shipowners. Most recently, 

Trojan Marinex has submitted an appeal, and the Chamber of Shipping of America has 

issued a letter of support for the MPN method….. 
 
 

New video shows training on ballast water sampling and analysis (2/9/16) 

 

IMO has launched a video showing practical training on ballast water sampling and 

analysis (8 February). This is part of the organization’s efforts, under the GloBallast 

Partnerships Programme, to counter the threat to ecosystems by invasive species 

transported in the ballast water of ships. The video includes a recent training exercise that 

brought together scientific experts….. 

 

Verification of tonnage figures for BWM Convention completed – further ratifications needed 

(2/10/16) 

 

IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim reiterated his request to countries that have not 

already done so, to ratify the BWM Convention as soon as possible. The process to verify 

global tonnage figures in order to assess entry into force criteria for the Ballast Water 

Management (BWM) Convention has now been completed. Forty-seven countries have 

now ratified the BWM Convention, substantially more than the 30 required, but their 

combined fleets comprise 34.35 per cent of global tonnage, just under the 35 per cent 

required for entry into force.  

 

http://mpnballastwaterfacts.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/CSA-Letter-in-Support-of-MPN-Use-as-alternate-test-protocol.pdf
http://www.uscgnews.com/go/doc/4007/2458846/Great-Lakes-Seaway-Ballast-Water-Working-Group-releases-2014-Ballast-Water-Management-Report
http://www.uscgnews.com/go/doc/4007/2458846/Great-Lakes-Seaway-Ballast-Water-Working-Group-releases-2014-Ballast-Water-Management-Report
http://www.greatlakes-seaway.com/en/pdf/2014_BW_Rpt_EN.pdf
http://www.greatlakes-seaway.com/en/pdf/2014_BW_Rpt_EN.pdf
http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/ballast-water-more-support-for-mpn-method
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=My2BE2S3wig
http://globallast.imo.org/
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/06-BWM-.aspx
http://www.imo.org/en/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/06-BWM-.aspx
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Ballast Water Management: Time for a New Generation (2/10/16)  
 

The IMO has confirmed that conditions have not yet been met for the Ballast Water 

Management Convention to enter into force, giving shipowners, equipment 

manufacturers and engineering service providers time to embrace what are now 

considered as third generation technological solutions. Will there be time to consider a 

fourth generation?   

 
Hull Cleaning, Waste Capture System Getting Readied (2/8/16) 

 

In November 2015, the Australian Government awarded GRD Franmarine an 

accelerating commercialization project grant work A$1 million. Now, after more than 

five years of research and development, GRD - Franmarine will release the first full scale 

commercial hull cleaning unit in July 2016…. 

 

Intertanko Releases Biofouling and Coating Guide (2/18/16)  

 

Intertanko has released a guide that provides advice on the current antifouling systems on 

the market and the operational challenges associated with performance measurement and 

hull management. The guide is available here. 

 

 

 

FISH 
 
 

Montana Research Helps Tackle Illegal Walleye Introductions, Idaho Finds Show Spread In 

Pend Oreille (3/4/16)  

 

 

After some sophisticated laboratory sleuthing, Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks has 

concluded that two walleye that were caught from Swan Lake were introduced and not 

born in the lake. Microchemistry analysis of the inner ear bones (otoliths) of the two fish 

that were caught during gill net sampling showed that they were not born in Swan Lake. 

Mark Deleray, the regional fisheries manager, says the fish were released in the lake as 

part of illegal introduction. Swan Lake is a major link to Flathead Lake and the broader 

Flathead River system that is home to native bull trout, a species listed as threatened 

under the Endangered Species Act…. 
 

WDFW suspends fishing limits for bass, walleye, channel catfish on Columbia River (3/02/16) 

 

OLYMPIA – Starting March 3, anglers can fish for bass, walleye and channel catfish 

without daily catch or size limits from the mouth of the Columbia River 545 miles 

upstream to Chief Joseph Dam….. 
 

http://maritime-executive.com/features/ballast-water-management-time-for-a-new-generation
http://maritime-executive.com/article/hull-cleaning-waste-capture-system-getting-readied
http://www.gageroadsdiving.com.au/projects/envirocart/
http://maritime-executive.com/article/intertanko-releases-biofouling-and-coating-guide
https://maritimecyprus.files.wordpress.com/2016/02/intertanko-biofouling.pdf
http://www.cbbulletin.com/436166.aspx
http://www.cbbulletin.com/436166.aspx
http://wdfw.wa.gov/news/mar0216a
http://wdfw.wa.gov/news/mar0216a
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NWPCC  Approves Additional Funding For Pike Suppression, Ocean Salmon Survival Research 

(2/12/16) 

 

One of the projects is a Spokane Tribe of Indians proposal that would help the Tribes 

remove invasive Northern Pike from Lake Roosevelt,….. They are especially concerned 

about the spread of the predator to the Spokane and Sanpoil rivers where native redband 

trout populations are already hindered by non-native walleye, according to the funding 

request. “In addition, Pike pose an enormous threat to salmon and steelhead recovery 

efforts below Chief Joseph Dam on the Columbia River,” the request says…… 

 

 

WA: Field reports: Gillnetting targets region’s northern pike invasion (2/27/16)  

 

 

Northern pike appear to be gaining a foothold in the upper reaches of Lake Roosevelt 

according to preliminary results from a six-day gillnetting survey that concluded 

Tuesday. Gillnets have been deployed to sample and control non-native northern pike 

from the Pend Oreille River to the Kettle Falls area of Lake Roosevelt. The Spokane 

Tribe is being funded by the Northwest Power and Conservation Council for sample 

gillnetting on pike in the Columbia River near Kettle Falls. The invasive predators have 

shown up in increasing numbers in the past three years. In the Pend Oreille River 

downstream from Newport, the Kalispel Tribe – in cooperation with Washington 

Department of Fish and Wildlife – will deploy nets for the fifth season of suppression. 

The nets will be deployed Monday through Friday from March 1 to May 1….. 

 

 

MDC: Invasive black carp weren’t supposed to be capable of reproducing, but they are (2/25/16)  
 

Cape Girardeau, Mo. – Researchers with the Missouri Department of Conservation 

(MDC) report the first documented evidence of invasive black carp reproduction in the 

wild in North America. This means big problems for native river species, according to 

MDC Resource Scientist Quinton Phelps…. 

 
 

 

WY: Green River High School Students Use Arduinos to Monitor Movement of Invasive Fish 

(2/23/16) 

 

….“The CPB students are collecting and analyzing data on the Green River and 

movement on the invasive burbot in the river,” says Allison Baas, who teaches biology, 

college prep biology and physical science to ninth-12th graders at Green River High 

School. “They are working on a hypothesis to try to determine a suggested management 

strategy to keep the burbot out of the river.”…. 

 
 
 

Common Conquerors: The Quiet Takeover of the Common Carp (2/15/16) 

http://www.cbbulletin.com/436054.aspx
http://www.cbbulletin.com/436054.aspx
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2016/feb/27/field-reports-gillnetting-targets-regions-northern/
http://mdc.mo.gov/newsroom/mdc-invasive-black-carp-weren-t-supposed-be-capable-reproducing-they-are
http://mdc.mo.gov/newsroom/mdc-invasive-black-carp-weren-t-supposed-be-capable-reproducing-they-are
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://www.uwyo.edu/uw/news/2016/02/green-river-high-school-students-use-arduinos-to-monitor-movement-of-invasive-fish.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBSoUMTAxODcwMTc0MTk3MTE1NDUwMjMyGjM2OTYyMGFlOTQ5NzA4MmM6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNHPIZFIKM3EzPAmzSqkrXrNY3XS_g
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://www.uwyo.edu/uw/news/2016/02/green-river-high-school-students-use-arduinos-to-monitor-movement-of-invasive-fish.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBSoUMTAxODcwMTc0MTk3MTE1NDUwMjMyGjM2OTYyMGFlOTQ5NzA4MmM6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNHPIZFIKM3EzPAmzSqkrXrNY3XS_g
http://fishbio.com/field-notes/the-fish-report/common-conquerors-the-quiet-takeover-of-the-common-carp
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Some introduced species have managed to become truly global in their reach. One species 

we are sure to encounter whether working in the waterways of Asia or Central California 

is the common carp (Cyprinus carpio). This prolific fish has established substantial 

populations well beyond its native range of Eurasia thanks to a long history of 

introductions. While not as devastating as other invasive species, many consider common 

carp a nuisance due to their ability to rapidly reproduce and their voracious omnivorous 

appetite. As recently as 2014, the common carp has been considered among the top 100 of 

the world’s worst invaders, and is the third most frequently introduced species worldwide, 

whether as ornamental pond inhabitants in the form of brightly colored koi, or to 

supplement fisheries in reservoirs to feed local communities…… 
 
 

Fisheries and Oceans Canada's Asian Carp Program - Where are we now? (2/18/16) 
 

The sixth webinar recording in the Asian Carp Canada series describes “Fisheries and 

Oceans Canada's Asian Carp Program - Where are we now?”. Becky Cudmore, 

Asian Carp Program manager and Senior Advisor at Fisheries and Oceans Canada in 

Burlington highlights some of the Program’s achievements as well as some lessons 

learned.  The Program had a busy summer in 2015 with several Grass Carp captures and 

Becky provides an update on those specimens. Hear about the activities being done by 

the Program to prevent the introduction and establishment of Asian carps in the Canadian 

waters of the Great Lakes.  (Recorded live on February 18, 2016, SCROLL DOWN 

PAGE)  
 

WI: Biologists look to sturgeon to detect aquatic invasive species (2/9/16)  

NEENAH — Biologists from the Department of Natural Resources are looking to the 

sturgeon to help in the fight against an aquatic invader. The Round Goby was found last 

summer just below the Neenah Dam, and the agency wants to keep the small fish out of 

Lake Winnebago, just upstream. When fishermen bring sturgeon to registration stations 

around the Lake Winnebago system, technicians will be looking for evidence of round 

gobies……  

Texas vs. Lionfish (2/7/17, w/video)  

CORPUS CHRISTI - The state of Texas is getting ready to go to war to fend off the 

lionfish invasion in our coastal waters It's not an official declaration of war but a wide-

ranging partnership that includes state agencies, universities, industry, environmental 

groups and others are joining forces in an effort to keep the venomous fish in check….. 

LU’s Harley Myler proposes robotics to combat Lionfish scourge (2/22/16) 

……“Our proposal is to use existing state-of-the-art submersibles to develop and equip 

intelligent remotely operated vehicles that can be physically tethered to a support vessel 

http://www.fws.gov/fisheries/ANS/erss/highrisk/Cyprinus-carpio-WEB-09-10-2014.pdf
http://fishbio.com/field-notes/wildlife-ecology/aspiring-to-be-koi
http://www.asiancarp.ca/SitePages/Resources/WebinarSeries.aspx
http://www.asiancarp.ca/SitePages/Resources/WebinarSeries.aspx
http://fox11online.com/news/local/fox-cities/biologists-look-to-sturgeon-to-detect-aquatic-invasive-species
http://www.kristv.com/story/31161698/texas-vs-lionfish
http://therecordlive.com/2016/02/14/lus-harley-myler-proposes-robotics-to-combat-lionfish-scourge/
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for monitoring, control and servicing. Each will be able to identify Lionfish and operate 

together in a swarm where a single trained operator – a qualified biologist – on the ship 

can monitor and direct a number of remotely operated vehicles (ROVs) simultaneously,” 

Myler said…….. 

 

AQUACULTURE 
 

WA: Wild Fish Conservancy Lawsuit Seeks Consultations to Evaluate Puget Sound Salmon Farm 

Impacts on ESA Salmon (2/26/16)   
 

There has been a flurry of filings in recent days over litigation challenging the potential 

harm that Puget Sound commercial salmon farms can pose to wild salmon populations. 

The lawsuit, filed by the Wild Fish Conservancy last November, is being presided over by 

U.S. District Judge Marsha Pechman in the Western Washington District Court. The Wild 

Fish Conservancy complaint basically contends that fish raised in the Puget Sound salmon 

farms, despite good intents, are harmful to wild fish populations…… 

 

Sea lice outbreak shows no links to salmon farming in B.C.: report (2/18/16)  
 

The prevalence of sea lice on juvenile wild salmon in 2015 was the highest it has been in 

five years, but the outbreak does not appear to be associated with salmon farming, 

according to a report from the B.C. Salmon Farmers Association. Many of the most 

intense infestations were found in areas that had no active salmon farms or that had never 

been used for salmon aquaculture, according to data in three technical reports on 

Broughton Archipelago, Quatsino Sound and Queen Charlotte Strait. Fisheries 

researchers examined more than 2,600 fish from 52 sites….. 
 

HI: Going bigger on kampachi: Research farm proposes expanded fish pen  (2/13/16)  

 

A Kailua-Kona research company plans to launch an experimental off-shore kampachi pen 

that will hold more than seven times the fish of previous efforts. Under a permit from the 

National Marine Fisheries Service which is now up for public comment, Kampachi Farms 

would deploy a 40-foot-wide cylindrical pen stocked with 15,000 fish in federal waters 5.5 

miles off of Keauhou. The site, with a pre-existing buoy, hosted the company’s earlier 

experiments with smaller pens….. 
 

Gulf Of Mexico Open For Fish-Farming Business (2/8/16, with audio) 

 

The Gulf of Mexico is now open for commercial fish farming. The National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) announced last month that, for the first time in the 

U.S., companies can apply to set up fish farms in federal waters. The idea is to compete 

with hard-to-regulate foreign imports. But opening the Gulf to aquaculture won't be cheap, 

and it could pose environmental problems.  
 

http://www.cbbulletin.com/436109.aspx
http://www.cbbulletin.com/436109.aspx
http://www.vancouversun.com/lice+outbreak+shows+links+salmon+farming+report/11728714/story.html?__lsa=a00f-cf66
http://www.hawaiitribune-herald.com/news/local-news/going-bigger-kampachi-research-farm-proposes-expanded-fish-pen
http://knpr.org/npr/2016-02/gulf-mexico-open-fish-farming-business
http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2016/011116-noaa-expands-opportunities-for-us-aquaculture.html
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Calif: Will The Country’s Largest Fish Farm Actually Be Safe? (2/16/16) 
 

Rose Canyon Fisheries is planning to build what would be the country's largest fish farm 

off the coast of San Diego. But just about everyone, from environmentalists to, now, the 

Navy and the city of San Diego itself, is worried about it. Is this farm safe?..... 

 

Scientists in Panama Call for Alert as Cobia, a Potentially Invasive Fish, Spreads (2/12/16)  
 
 

………"The extraordinary success of the lionfish in the Caribbean is due in large part to its 

being a type of predator with no near relatives or ecological analogs among the Caribbean 

fish fauna," Robertson said. "As cobia is the only species in its family, which is most 

closely related to remoras or shark-suckers, it too represents an unusual type of predator 

for the tropical East Pacific, which only increases both the degree of uncertainty about its 

effects and the potential for major disruption of the area's ecosystems."……. 

 

Related Story: Cobia Fish Farm Escapees Could Invade Pacific UCSB researchers want 

to know if fishermen catch them (2/18/16)    

 

 

Opposition to genetically modified animals could leave millions hungry (2/10/16)  
 

We need to double food production, with less land and less water, and prevent further 

environmental degradation. One of the most promising approaches is genetically 

modified (GM) animals to produce more food with less, and improve animal health and 

welfare….. 

 

Murkowski drops bid to block FDA nominee over genetically modified salmon (2/15/16)  

 

Alaska Sen. Lisa Murkowski has dropped her efforts to block the nomination of a new 

commissioner for the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, citing favorable action by the 

agency on genetically engineered salmon. Murkowski, a Republican, in November put a 

hold on the nomination of Dr. Robert Califf to head the FDA after the agency’s approval 

of sales of genetically engineered salmon from AquaBounty Technologies….. 

 

 

Lawsuit targets NOAA oversight of Gulf aquaculture lawsuit (2/16/16) 

 

New Orleans, LA —Center for Food Safety has filed a new lawsuit challenging the 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) new federal regulations 

permitting, for the first time, industrial aquaculture offshore in U.S. federal waters in the 

Gulf of Mexico. The plaintiff coalition CFS is representing in the case make up a broad 

array of significant interests in the Gulf of Mexico, including commercial, economic, 

recreational, and conservation purposes: the Gulf Fishermen’s Association; Gulf of 

Mexico Reef Fish Shareholders’ Alliance; Charter Fishermen’s Association; Destin 

Charter Boat Association; Clearwater Marine Association; Alabama Charter Fishing 

http://modernfarmer.com/2016/02/rose-canyon-fisheries-fish-farm/
http://modernfarmer.com/2016/02/rose-canyon-fisheries-fish-farm/
http://www.sciencenewsline.com/news/2016021223380026.html
http://www.keyt.com/news/cobia-fish-farm-escapees-could-invade-pacific/38056762
http://www.keyt.com/news/cobia-fish-farm-escapees-could-invade-pacific/38056762
https://theconversation.com/opposition-to-genetically-modified-animals-could-leave-millions-hungry-53740
https://www.adn.com/article/20160215/murkowski-drops-bid-block-fda-nominee-over-genetically-modified-salmon
http://www.adn.com/article/20151123/murkowski-threatens-fight-fda-appointment-over-approval-genetically-modified-salmon
http://www.adn.com/article/20151123/murkowski-threatens-fight-fda-appointment-over-approval-genetically-modified-salmon
http://www.centerforfoodsafety.org/press-releases/4229/fishing-and-public-interest-groups-file-challenge-to-feds-unprecedented-decision-to-establish-aquaculture-in-offshore-us-waters
http://www.centerforfoodsafety.org/press-releases/4229/fishing-and-public-interest-groups-file-challenge-to-feds-unprecedented-decision-to-establish-aquaculture-in-offshore-us-waters
http://www.centerforfoodsafety.org/files/01-2016-02-16-dkt-01--pls--complaint_75340.pdf
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Association; Fish for America, USA, Inc.; Florida Wildlife Federation; Gulf Restoration 

Network; Recirculating Farms Coalition; and Food & Water Watch…… 
 

Related Link: NOAA Fisheries Fishery Management Plan for Regulating Offshore 

Marine Aquaculture in the Gulf of Mexico (Gulf Aquaculture Plan) 
 

 

 

OTHER 
 

New Lab Opens at Minnesota Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center (3/2/16) 

 

The Minnesota  Aquatic Invasive Species Research Center now houses a 10,000-square-

foot lab and holding facility dedicated to research on zebra mussels and other invasive 

species that affect Minnesota’s environment….. 

 

Economics of invasive species management (2/18/16)  

 

In recognition of National Invasive Species Awareness Week (Feb. 21-27), USDA 

Wildlife Services is providing a two-part series on the economics of invasive species 

management.  
 

MO: Trout season and didymo or rock snot (2/24/16)  
 

Barry County, Mo. - An invasive algae called didymo..also known as rock snot is already 

in Arkansas streams...not far from Missouri. Trout season opens March 1st and this algae 

forms where trout like to swim...in cold spring water. The didymo or rock snot...blankets 

the bottom of a stream...smothering life under it. 
 

 

Oregon Invasive Species Cook-off 2016 Saturday August 27, 2016, 

 

The 2016 IAE Invasive Species Cook-Off will be here before we know it, so please mark 

your calendars for this super fun chance to put Eradication-By-Mastication where your 

mouth is! Come join us!  Once again, YOU are the chef. Try your hand at the cook-off 

contest with invasive species dishes like dandelion salad, barbecued nutria, blackberry 

pie, crayfish dip, bullfrog legs or whatever strikes your fancy... 
 
 

Deadly Amphibian Fungus Abroad Threatens Certain U.S. Regions (2/22/16)  

 

The areas of the United States that are most at risk of a potentially invasive salamander 

fungus are the Pacific coast, the southern Appalachian Mountains and the mid-Atlantic 

regions, according to a recently published U.S. Geological Survey report. These findings 

can help managers protect already declining amphibians in the U.S. from the 

Batrachochytrium salamandrivorans, or Bsal, fungus. Bsal is decimating wild 

http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_fisheries/aquaculture/
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/sustainable_fisheries/gulf_fisheries/aquaculture/
http://www.maisrc.umn.edu/news/newlab-kstp
http://wildlife.org/economics-of-invasive-species-management/
http://www.kspr.com/news/local/Trout-season-and-didymo-or-rock-snot/21051620_38173318
http://appliedeco.org/eradication-by-mastication/2016-invasive-species-cook-off/?utm_content=&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=2016%26nbsp%3BIAE%20Invasive%20Species%20Cook-Off&utm_campaign=Save%20The%20Date%3A%20Invasive%20Species%20Cook-off%2C%20Aug%2027%2C%202016content
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?InstituteforAppliedE/08300f750e/39d878d52b/1440e95a4a/utm_content=&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=2016%26nbsp%3BIAE%20Invasive%20Species%20Cook-Off&utm_campaign=Save%20The%20Date%3A%20Invasive%20Species%20Cook-off%2C%20Aug%2027%2C%202016
http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=4460#.VtB25uZd-aw
http://rsos.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/3/2/150616
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salamander populations in Europe and could emerge in the U.S. through the captive 

amphibian trade. The new USGS study identifies areas of the U.S. with high likelihoods 

of two risks: Bsal introduction and severe consequences for local salamanders. 

 

Invasive species blamed as second biggest cause of extinctions (2/17/16)  

 

Alien invaders are the second biggest cause of species extinctions, according to a new 

study, but not everyone is convinced. The role invaders play in wiping out native species 

has long been a bone of contention for conservationists. The new study looks at the Red 

List, a catalogue of extinct and threatened species drawn up by the International Union 

for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). For species that are completely extinct or extinct in 

the wild, those who draw up the list identify one or more contributing factors. 

 

Journal reference: Biology Letters, DOI: 10.1098/rsbl.2015.0623 
 

 

 

Working Together to Combat Invasive Species Threats: Strategies for Facilitating Cooperation 

between the National Park Service and States (Winter, 2016) 

 

This article will highlight, through the lens of invasive species management, the legal 

options available to facilitate federal-state cooperation across National Park System 

boundaries…. 

 

Calif: Invasive Mudsnails Detected in Lower Feather River; Anglers and Boaters Urged to Help 

Prevent Spread (2/12/16) 

 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has confirmed the presence of 

New Zealand mudsnails in the low-flow section of the Feather River in Butte County, 

and is asking recreational users of the river to “clean, drain and dry” fishing and 

recreational gear and watercraft in order to help prevent the spread of these invasive 

snails….. 

  

Related Story: Invasive Mudsnails Detected in Yuba River (2/19/16) 

 
 
 

  

WEEDS 
 

AZ: Water weed draws warning for Colorado River from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

(2/18/18)  

 

A new visitor has arrived in Arizona’s waterways, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

says it’s overstayed its welcome. The salvinia molesta, also known as Kariba weed, has 

already taken root in the Colorado River near Yuma. According to USFWS Southwest 

http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=4439#.Vrzsn_lVhBd
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2077702-invasive-species-blamed-as-second-biggest-cause-of-extinctions/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/mg22730372-000-invasive-species-caused-nearly-half-of-extinctions-its-hearsay/
http://www.iucnredlist.org/
http://www.iucnredlist.org/
http://dx.doi.org/10.1098/rsbl.2015.0623
http://lawschool.unm.edu/nrj/volumes/56/1/NRJ_56_1_Otts_Janasie_Cotter.pdf
http://lawschool.unm.edu/nrj/volumes/56/1/NRJ_56_1_Otts_Janasie_Cotter.pdf
https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2016/02/12/invasive-mudsnails-detected-in-lower-feather-river-anglers-and-boaters-urged-to-help-prevent-spread/
https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2016/02/12/invasive-mudsnails-detected-in-lower-feather-river-anglers-and-boaters-urged-to-help-prevent-spread/
https://cdfgnews.wordpress.com/2016/02/19/invasive-mudsnails-detected-in-yuba-river/
http://www.havasunews.com/news/water-weed-draws-warning-from-u-s-fish-and-wildlife/article_7cd34724-d6c2-11e5-884e-6364de8aaa98.html
http://www.havasunews.com/news/water-weed-draws-warning-from-u-s-fish-and-wildlife/article_7cd34724-d6c2-11e5-884e-6364de8aaa98.html
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Region external affairs representative Craig Springer, the weed hasn’t yet been reported 

north of Blythe, California – and prevention of the weed’s spread is necessary to keep it 

that way. While it’s not found in Lake Havasu, Springer says wildlife officials are 

watching local waterways closely to monitor the plant’s spread….. 

 

Invasive species expert briefs congressional staffers on the benefits and risks of biofuel crops 

(2/19/16)  
 

…..While plants used for biofuels are a vital part of a growing need to create more forms 

of alternative energy, careless planting of them can lead to an unwanted invasion of 

exotic plants that can push out native species and create ecological havoc….  

 

 

Establishing Research and Management Priorities for Invasive Water Primroses (February 2016) 

 

This technical report provides background information on invasive, aquatic Ludwigia 

species to assist aquatic resource managers. The report includes a description of the 

problems caused by these invasive plant species and why their current aggressive spread 

should concern resource managers and policymakers. Taxonomic information is 

included, as well as information about the ecology of the species. Original data from field 

research studies is included in a graph to illustrate the differences in biomass production 

above and below the water surface of shallow lakes by two Ludwigia species, since this 

information is very important when considering management approaches. Ecological 

impacts of the invasion such as competitive displacement of native species and 

degradation of water quality are reported, and economic and human health impacts are 

discussed.  

 

  

 

JOBS/POSITIONS/GRANTS 
 

WI: Aquatic Invasive Species Outreach Specialist (50%) Environmental Resources Center 

 

Institution: University of Wisconsin Extension - Extension  

Location: Madison, WI  

Category: Admin - Extension and Outreach 

Application Due: 04/05/2016  

Type: Adjunct/Part-Time  

Salary: $21,100 to $24,000 USD Per Year  
 

Aquatic Invasive Species Technician – Wyoming 

Agency: Wyoming Game and Fish Department 

Location: Statewide 

http://www.vtnews.vt.edu/articles/2016/02/021916-cals-barneyhill.html
http://www.vtnews.vt.edu/articles/2016/02/021916-cals-barneyhill.html
http://acwc.sdp.sirsi.net/client/en_US/search/asset/1048352
https://www.higheredjobs.com/search/details.cfm?JobCode=176228602&Title=Aquatic%20Invasive%20Species%20Outreach%20Specialist%20%2850%25%29%20Environmental%20Resources%20Center
http://www.uwex.edu/
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/wyoming/jobs/1352395/ataw99-04091-aquatic-invasive-species-ais-technicians-statewide


` 

15 
 

Job Category: Temporary/Seasonal Positions; Up to forty-three (43), 5-month AWEC 

positions will work on watercraft inspection crews throughout Wyoming. 

Salary: $13.39/hour 

Start Date: 04/25/2016 

Last Date to Apply: Open until Filled 
 

BC, Canada: ISCBC is seeking Invasive Species Supervisors 

 

If you are interested in making a difference in your community, have field experience and 

are good working with people, then this is the job for you! ISCBC is seeking three 

Invasive Species Supervisors to be responsible for program delivery of operational 

invasive plant programs in Vernon, Revelstoke and 100 Mile House regions.  

TERM: Permanent, Full time April 2016 - March 2017  

APPLICATION DEADLINE: March 20th, 2016 

Please see further details and location: Job Posting (PDF) 
 
 

California: 2016 Quagga and Zebra Mussel Infestation Prevention Grant Program 

Due to low participation, CADBW is pleased to announce the activation of the online grant 

application system (OLGA) for a second round of applications for the 2016 Quagga and 

Zebra Mussel Infestation Prevention Program. Minimum qualifications to apply for the grant 

are: 

o You must own/manage a reservoir where recreational activities are permitted 

o The reservoir must be un-infested with the dreissenid mussel and; 

o The reservoir must be open to the public 

The grant is for funding to complete a Vulnerability Assessment and/or develop a Prevention 

Plan. If these have already been developed the funding can be applied towards management 

activities such as, but not limited to; inspection program staffing, decontamination units, re-

paving of inspection locations and wash-down lanes, materials and regional-scale programs. 

California State Parks, Division of Boating and Waterways can help walk you through the 

process and offer technical assistance with the development of the prevention plan and 

vulnerability assessment. Award amounts for each project may range from $200,000 to 

$400,000. The total remaining funds are approximately $2,400,000.Grant solicitation starts 

immediately upon this notice and will close at 5:00 pm PST on March 18, 2016. Please 

submit your application as soon as possible. Below are the Grant Guidelines and Solicitation 

Notice. 

                          Solicitation Notice       Grant Guidelines   

If you should have any questions or concerns regarding the application process, please 

contact: Edward Hard, edward.hard@parks.ca.gov 916-327-1865. 

http://bcinvasives.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e33c86939a981667760e6a3a2&id=3a92bb6617&e=53efa920da
http://www.dbw.ca.gov/Funding/QZGrantApp.aspx
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PSP69ZNNtOV4s_iaWTxCzdcXBzXCyWbPzt21AX7-3mEtvCv4YCE_V_slrlL9w6ojKIGMKNlwy9-KuSGnhpAq18dBSjNDfnJ7eHg0s_bQRHglPD4gMceTjg69bB0hiL6C_6G31hcUimwMkgkauRXcxMxn1GRdWdAy3dPPD5fxWArCcwdAM9-6MhdK-G_Qb-ZaRjTfNWKqPJVBVImykB3nUkpkeOXZKNPjw9RM5VvTrLgiaRdW-ca5hjG9gWv9p3P_X2Xn3VbS6aysPiWTjZEz1w==&c=z2f-yFLwh1wKHaLEVy9qYqbx5nYP_SLOEn6A_H6KemLKUPD5LbKAeQ==&ch=JietnYy2t4Nev_b-SXV_ZbB3yBne9fY4dyy0Ali3bIYLmjSINNRRUw==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001PSP69ZNNtOV4s_iaWTxCzdcXBzXCyWbPzt21AX7-3mEtvCv4YCE_V_slrlL9w6ojWdxd47NM2ZKfpmHpwaXLoyT4CZlPKuzzH9ajfoAO_INAn2Iyn1qnKxPkIYWCDKTpH0CgcdqmvQx0De6hDXNgGEMMIl1ogdn9A18vDReqoQCLiGF3qtuVFWFrXTDCNVinGx1DBtmAUJnllFrMj-EIHJbkV7WKjNNuxX9JRvT-Sx6fTHVwe3WtHNITmGso_e88NWoNUDBU05ir7TdOrRd3Jw==&c=z2f-yFLwh1wKHaLEVy9qYqbx5nYP_SLOEn6A_H6KemLKUPD5LbKAeQ==&ch=JietnYy2t4Nev_b-SXV_ZbB3yBne9fY4dyy0Ali3bIYLmjSINNRRUw==
mailto:edward.hard@parks.ca.gov
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TRAININGS/WEBINARS 

Calif: Free Aquatic Invasive Species Workshops.  

 

The California State Parks' Division of Boating and Waterways, California Coastal 

Commission's Boating Clean & Green Program, California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are hosting FREE Aquatic Invasive 

Species Workshops. Workshops will be held in Oakley on March 16, 2016; Modesto on 

April 12, 2016; and Santa Cruz on May 19, 2016. Pre-registration is required. Please see 

the Aquatic Invasive Species Workshops Flier for additional information. 

  
WA: 2016 EDRR Citizen Science Invasive Plant Training Schedule 

 

If  you would like to attend one of these free trainings, please RSVP to Julie Combs at 

pnw.ipc.org@gmail.com (or call 615-812-5295) to reserve your place! Participants may 

receive WDSA or ODA pesticide license recertification credits (2 credits) pending approval. 

for further information please see our 2014-2015 biennial report linked from our website 

HERE. 

 

 

 Cle Elum, WA                                    Wednesday, April 6th, 1:00pm-3:30pm  

 Port Angeles, WA                            Thursday, April 7, 2016; 1:00pm - 3:30pm 

 Tacoma, WA                                      Wednesday, April 13th; 1:00pm-3:30pm 

 Olympia, WA                                     Thursday, April 14th; 1:00 pm-3:30pm 

 Bellingham, WA                               Wednesday, April  21st; 1:00 pm-3:30pm 

 Sandy, OR                                           Wednesday, April 27th; 1:00pm-3:30pm 

 Vancouver, WA                                Wednesday, April 28th; 9:30am-12:00pm 

 Naches, WA                                       Thursday, May 12th; 1:00pm-3:30pm 

 Seattle, WA                                       Date and Time TBA 

 

 

 
Archived webinar: Environmental Law Institute’s Gene Editing: A Next Generation Tool for 

Invasive Species Management?   

 

We are happy to announce that we have uploaded supplementary materials and a video 

archive of the webinar, which can be found on the event webpage. Please feel free to 

email me with any questions or to be added to ELI’s invasive species mailing list. We 

look forward to seeing you at a future ELI invasive species event! 

 

FEDERAL/STATE/PROVINCIAL  

LEGISLATION, ACTIONS 
 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cNqwULKIe5A0Wivz6mFtxCpvOWnmCC6a6Zd-pAZcBjZMhT2cx1ig61o_tWGoWbqygemc3ukCMLn-vWdtiShPvarHqdE4bIXVtnP58DKYO5qFUyRdFPeBfC7FSY81VV9AZumXVbclgg3TNcCVK-EpTMY3h6q2fnzwY2i38tRZKeN0EhLckv7oqkcbsL0lRxGgOgxsQIvhqcrA6kqEsAMu85kX3HzFOw_6&c=6k-AxHklLgjLun1IgD0S2rI9_BkZf5OLEU1BbtFmBnD0yETJkdQOtA==&ch=Cn0BhO0AuypACGPLFBjDO3ilEZaA6oaUq0iA5IDEZDowl7LZhd6DAg==
http://www.pnw-ipc.org/docs/1_2016_All_EDRR_Trainings.pdf
http://www.pnw-ipc.org/docs/1_2016_All_EDRR_Trainings.pdf
http://www.pnw-ipc.org/docs/1_2015_2014_PNW_IPC_EDRR_Final_Biennial_REPORT.pdf
https://www.eli.org/events/gene-editing-next-generation-tool-invasive-species-management
https://www.eli.org/events/gene-editing-next-generation-tool-invasive-species-management
https://www.eli.org/events/gene-editing-next-generation-tool-invasive-species-management
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STATE 

 

Oregon biotech fish-labeling bill dies (2/24/16) 

 

SALEM — A bill that would require genetically engineered fish to be labeled in Oregon 

has died in committee, but the proposal will likely be resurrected next year. House Bill 

4122 was approved 32-27 earlier this month by the state House and was referred to the 

Senate Committee on Health Care, which did not act on the bill by the Legislature’s 

Tuesday deadline….. 

 

Hawaii bill would ban growing genetically engineered fish (2/10/16)  

 

Hawaii lawmakers say they don’t want genetically engineered fish grown in the islands. 

Lawmakers are moving forward with a bill to ban farming genetically engineered fish, 

which critics dub “frankenfish.” The bill was introduced in response to the United States 

Food and Drug Administration’s approval of genetically engineered salmon in November 

2015. AquAdvantage salmon is the first genetically engineered fish approved for sale and 

consumption in the U.S. 

 

FEDERAL 

 

 

New GE salmon labeling bill requires third party review (3/3/16)  

 

Sen. Lisa Murkowski introduced a bill on March 3 that would require all genetically 

engineered salmon to carry the words “genetically engineered” or “GE.” The bill’s 

language resulted from discussions between Murkowski and the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration, strengthening earlier FDA language that made the labeling voluntary 

rather than mandatory…. 

 

Press Release HERE, bill not yet available 
  

 

Feinstein Introduces Revised Drought Relief Bill (2/10/16) 

 

The “California Long-Term Provisions for Water Supply and Short-Term Provisions for 

Emergency Drought Relief Act”  (S. 2533) can be found HERE 
 

 

See Page 106 

 

(b) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Commerce, acting through the Assistant 

Administrator of the National Marine Fisheries Service, and the districts, in consultation 

with the Director of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, shall jointly establish 

and conduct a nonnative predator research and pilot fish removal program to study the 

effects of removing from the Stanislaus River—  

 

http://www.dailyastorian.com/da/capital-bureau/20160224/oregon-biotech-fish-labeling-bill-dies
http://www.staradvertiser.com/breaking-news/hawaii-bill-would-ban-growing-genetically-engineered-fish/
http://www.alaskajournal.com/2016-03-03/new-ge-salmon-labeling-bill-requires-third-party-review#.VttabeZd-aw
http://www.murkowski.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/pressreleases?ID=D2A200C8-659F-4615-84FF-EA77E1099206
http://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=78F7513D-96CC-40FA-9A8E-DCBD2EF61522
http://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases?ID=78F7513D-96CC-40FA-9A8E-DCBD2EF61522
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/114/s2533
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See Page 113 

 

INVASIVE SPECIES PROGRAM. …..(1) seek to reduce invasive aquatic vegetation  

 (such as water hyacinth), predators, and other competitors that contribute to the decline 

of native listed pelagic and anadromous species that occupy the Sacramento and San 

Joaquin Rivers and their tributaries and the Delta; and  (2) remove, reduce, or control the 

effects of species including Asiatic clams, silversides, gobies, Brazilian water weed, 

largemouth bass, smallmouth bass, striped bass, crappie, bluegill, white and channel 

catfish, zebra and quagga mussels, and brown bullheads.  

 

 

Save Our Salmon (SOS) Act of 2016 -- Predation Legislation (2/23/16) 

 

WASHINGTON — U.S. Representative Jeff Denham (R-Turlock) today introduced the 

Save Our Salmon (SOS) Act of 2016, which eliminates the doubling requirement 

established by the Central Valley Project Improvement Act of 1992 (CVPIA) for striped 

bass, a known predator fish of threatened and endangered salmon and steelhead. 

 

Full bill text of H.R. 4582 is available here. 

 

Archived Budget Hearing - Army Corps of Engineers (2/26/16)  

 

Assistant Secretary for Civil Works Jo-Ellen Darcy told Rep Marcy Kaptur (D-OH)  the 

agency is working on a number of strategies, including studying how carp react to noise 

and testing pesticides and chemicals to kill the invasive fish….. 

 

Congressman Sablan:  Northern Mariana Islands: Building a coalition to fight invasive 

species (2/21/16) 

Keeping the Northern Mariana Islands free of invasive species of plants and animals and 

helping us get rid of those that have already infested our islands is an important 

responsibility of the federal government. Last week, those of us representing the Pacific 

in Congress emphasized this by asking for a status report from the National Invasive 

Species Council on implementation of the Regional Biosecurity Plan for Micronesia and 

Hawaii. The Regional Biosecurity Plan sets out the strategy for dealing with the 

anticipated increase in invasive species activity resulting from the military buildup in 

Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands. Joining in the request were Hawai’i Senators 

Mazie K. Hirono (D) and Brian Schatz (D) and Representatives Tulsi Gabbard (D) and 

Mark Takai (D), as well as Guam Delegate Madeleine Z. Bordallo (D). Now that we have 

the plan, we want to make sure that the Council remains committed to putting it to work 

protecting our region from the environmental and economic damage caused by invasive 

species. 

 

 

https://denham.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/denham-introduces-common-sense-predation-legislation
https://denham.house.gov/sites/denham.house.gov/files/wysiwyg_uploaded/DENHAM_044_xml.pdf
http://appropriations.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=394385
http://sablan.house.gov/sites/sablan.house.gov/files/documents/NISC%20re.RBP%202016.02.12.pdf
http://sablan.house.gov/sites/sablan.house.gov/files/documents/NISC%20re.RBP%202016.02.12.pdf
http://www.navfac.navy.mil/navfac_worldwide/pacific/about_us/regional-biosecurity-plan-for-micronesia-and-hawaii-.html
http://www.navfac.navy.mil/navfac_worldwide/pacific/about_us/regional-biosecurity-plan-for-micronesia-and-hawaii-.html
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Archived Hearing: The House Committee on Natural Resources, Subcommittee on Water, Power 

and Oceans The Costly Impacts of Predation and Conflicting Federal Statutes on Native and 

Endangered Fish Species (2/10/16) 

 

Witnesses and Testimony: 

 

The Honorable Leotis McCormack 

Secretary 

Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission 

Lapwai, Idaho 

 

Mr. Will Stelle 

Regional Administrator 

West Coast Region 

National Marine Fisheries Service 

Portland, Oregon 

 

Dr. Gary D. Grossman 

Professor of Animal Ecology 

Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources 

University of Georgia 

Athens, Georgia  

 

Mr. Doug Demko 

President  

FishBio 

Chico, California 
 

Editor’s Note: This is worth watching, especially if you are interested in ESA and 

Central Valley water issues.  
 

Federal budget cuts could slow Lake Michigan restoration projects (2/15/16)  

 

From Winthrop Harbor to Highland Park, Lake County communities have tapped into 

funds from the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative to protect and restore the Lake 

Michigan shoreline. The initiative has targeted habitat restoration, invasive species, 

pollution and water quality, but now proposed cuts in federal funding have agencies 

concerned about the program's future. 
 

Interior Department Announces Framework to Safeguard the Nation’s Lands and Waters 

from Invasive Species (2/18/16) 
 

Washington - In response to the harmful impacts invasive species have on the Nation’s 

natural and cultural resources, today the Department of the Interior released an 

interdepartmental report, Safeguarding America’s Lands and Waters from Invasive 

Species: A National Framework for Early Detection and Rapid Response. The report 

proposes to stop their spread through early detection and rapid response (EDRR) 

http://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=399874
http://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=399874
http://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=399874
http://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=399874
http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/lake-county-news-sun/news/ct-lns-great-lakes-restoration-cuts-st-0213-20160215-story.html
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/National%20EDRR%20Framework.pdf
https://www.doi.gov/sites/doi.gov/files/National%20EDRR%20Framework.pdf
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actions—a coordinated set of actions to find and eradicate potential invasive species 

before they spread and cause harm…. 
 

MEETINGS 
 

MARCH 

The next meeting of the Idaho Invasive Species Council is scheduled for March 16th, 2016 at 

the Idaho State Department of Agriculture headquarters in Boise. Topics to be discussed will 

include: 

 Watercraft inspection program summary for 2015 and operation plans for 2016. 

 Hydrilla EDRR update. 

 New invasive species / noxious weed outreach efforts. 

 Invasive insect pest program update. 

 Strategic Plan evaluation. 

 Partner updates. 

For further information contact Thomas E. Woolf Thomas.Woolf@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV  

 

International Maritime Organization (IMO) GloBallast R&D Forum and Exhibition on 

Ballast Water Management will be held from 16-18 March 2016. Conference website: 

http://www.ballast2016.com/.  

The International Control of Invasive Aquatic Vegetation for the Upper Columbia River 

System Cooperative Weed Management Area (CWMA) annual meeting is scheduled for 

March 24, from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m., and will be held at the Confluence Technology Center 

in Wenatchee.  For further Information contact Joan Mason jmason@co.okanogan.wa.us  
 

The Western Aquatic Plant Management Society annual conference will be in San Diego 

March 21-23.  www.wapms.org   

 

APRIL  

 

The Montana Invasive Species Advisory Council (MISAC) is hosting an Invasive Species 

Summit April 12-13, 2016, at the Gateway Center in Helena. The event is intended to engage 

stakeholders in an in-depth dialogue and examination of prevention, detection, rapid response, 

and management of invasive species in Montana. For further information contact Stephanie 

Hester, shester@mt.gov.  
 

 

mailto:Thomas.Woolf@ISDA.IDAHO.GOV
http://www.ballast2016.com/
mailto:jmason@co.okanogan.wa.us
http://www.wapms.org/
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/MISAC
mailto:shester@mt.gov
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ICAIS: 19th International Conference on Aquatic Invasive Species Winnipeg, Manitoba, 

Canada; April 10-14, 2016. Early Registration -- February 19, 2016. 

 

 

MAY 

The Aquatic Ecosystem Health and Management Society Marine & Freshwater Invasive Species 

Ecology, Impact and Management, Buenos Aires, Argentina, May 2-4, 2016. 

 

14th Ballast Water Management Conference: Date: 4th May 2016 - 5th May 2016 Location: 

Baltimore - MD - USA  

 

100th Meridian Initiative’s Columbia River Basin Team:  May 24 & 25, Spokane, Washington.  

 

  JULY 

 

15th Ballast Water Management Summit Date: 13th July 2016 - 14th July 2016 Location: 

Singapore 
 
 

PNWER 26th Annual Summit – July 17-21 Calgary 

 

AUGUST 

 

Oregon Invasive Species Cook-off 2016 Saturday August 27, 2016, Corvallis, OR 

 

 

OCTOBER 
 

Western Regional Panel on Aquatic Nuisance Species:  October 19-21, 2016 - Jackson, WY 

Upper Midwest Invasive Species Conference: October 17-19 2016 La Crosse, Wisconsin. 

Abstracts are now being accepted through the UMISC website. Only abstracts submitted through 

the website will be considered. Deadline: Monday, April 4, 2016 

 

________________ 

TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org  

Past issues of AIS NEWS can be found @ http://www.westernais.org/   under the “News” tab.  

 

 

http://www.icais.org/
http://conferences.aehms.org/mfis-argentina/
http://www.wplgroup.com/aci/event/ballast-water-management-summit-usa/
http://www.wplgroup.com/aci/event/15th-ballast-water-management-summit/
http://www.pnwer.org/
http://appliedeco.org/eradication-by-mastication/2016-invasive-species-cook-off/?utm_content=&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=2016%26nbsp%3BIAE%20Invasive%20Species%20Cook-Off&utm_campaign=Save%20The%20Date%3A%20Invasive%20Species%20Cook-off%2C%20Aug%2027%2C%202016content
http://www.fws.gov/answest/
http://www.umisc.net/?utm_source=UMISC+2016+La+Crosse+Save+the+Date&utm_campaign=umisc+2016+save+the+date&utm_medium=email
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e1GBaykXgW1IzrxK_0HWVCz2xzyFbBfLhL9a0akhrseM2cooAHsRVUqi_YdUkyNCXRsJfy1T0bCDPo14bUFly99qVQ7ELAybmorAHRbQ9UCJWdTaYC_z6JGLuSBhHkobJn3Doeo7jR8Th_gIY1JihYxSFlkr3i-RFDONC1Urmq0S4eScMsCN3Hfo4NYPtjxi-znEUrfSe71oQr66jvVERmJnmNJnE6Bz4i-YLIjFeLVxw64c4ZRtCslY8ZwKHzn4zGNCds4uez_mrvqj8xdH_thCpZ6WVVSH8r8INaupOo_ppaJQ17Zwjh73xrChsaZD2Pz1R3Ifp8DZiLd1WZWxUJGe3vm_u7El&c=o-jgV3dCmn8llzSj8WutpEsNxLwN6jVupEe0QKZ2rhhbH3LNDArwmQ==&ch=8iH9LMPWqTGS8o9PvqKKQJBj-BBtSFR5nIRnLr7u6hEjukpKC8goXg==
mailto:sphillips@psmfc.org
http://www.westernais.org/

