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AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES NEWS 

12/1/14 

 
DREISSENID MUSSELS 

 
Single Adult Zebra Mussel Discovered at Lewis and Clark Lake, SD (11/24/14)  
 

PIERRE, S.D. - On Nov. 14, 2014, a single adult zebra mussel was discovered at the 
Midway boat ramp on Lewis and Clark Lake near Yankton. As a result of the discovery, 
the South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) has classified the lake as ‘suspect’ for 
contamination by zebra mussels….  

 
Related Stories: Lewis and Clark Lake under scrutiny after zebra mussel found 
(11/28/14)   and Discovery of Zebra Mussel in L&C Lake Stirs Concern (11/30/14)  

 
 
Quagga mussels discovered below Glen Canyon Dam (11/14/14) 
 

Glen Canyon National Recreation Area staff continue to monitor park waters to 
determine the distribution of quagga mussels. Quagga mussels were recently identified in 
sampling locations between Glen Canyon Dam and Lees Ferry. Mussel larvae (veligers) 
are passing through the Glen Canyon Dam and low numbers of adult mussels have been 
confirmed in the Glen Canyon stretch of the river. Managers and research staff remain 
hopeful that the river current and sediment in the water below the Paria River will restrict 
how far quagga mussels can expand and colonize downstream…. 

  

Now on tap: Beer brewed with zebra mussels and milfoil right from Lake Minnetonka (11/22/14)  
 

Saving Minnesota lakes from pesky zebra mussels might just be a pint away. On Lake 
Minnetonka, Excelsior Brewing Co., just launched an ale made from zebra mussel shells 
and Eurasian milfoil — taken fresh out of the big lake. That’s right, a keg of aquatic 
invasive species…. 
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http://www.gfp.sd.gov/news/news/november/24.aspx%23sthash.uH4GjpwN.dpuf
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lewis+and+Clark+Lake/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x878f83ec1b49d329:0x22fccfa98a04b400?sa=X&ei=mx56VNrLN9DqoAT0-YLQDQ&ved=0CI0BEPIBMBA
http://www.omaha.com/news/metro/lewis-and-clark-lake-under-scrutiny-after-zebra-mussel-found/article_5bdf192c-3e94-52db-89fc-eff6c538f769.html
http://www.omaha.com/news/metro/lewis-and-clark-lake-under-scrutiny-after-zebra-mussel-found/article_5bdf192c-3e94-52db-89fc-eff6c538f769.html
http://www.yankton.net/community/article_4d8a1c5e-790d-11e4-9ee7-af372805895a.html
http://www.nps.gov/glca/parknews/quagga-mussel-update-nov-2014.htm
http://elveschasm.com/pictures/maps/big_colorado_river_map.jpg
http://www.startribune.com/local/west/283551301.html
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Film sets sights on mussels (11/23/14) 
 

Vernon, BC: A Vernon native is picking up a camera and joining the fight against a 
looming invader. Brynne Morrice, a W.L. Seaton graduate and an actor in New York 
City, is filming the documentary, The Threat of Zebra Mussels in B.C. “This is really a 
story that needs to be told,” he said during an interview from New York. It was during a 
visit to the Okanagan two years ago that he became aware of the possibility of zebra and 
quagga mussels, which originate from Europe, taking hold in the valley and changing the 
ecosystem…. 

 
Mass mortality of invasive zebra and quagga mussels in Europe by desiccation during severe 
winter conditions (September 2014)  
 

………The high number of empty dreissenid shells stranded on the river banks directly 
after the event coincided with a mass mortality of mussels in the littoral zone. Imposing a 
sudden water-level drawdown during severe winter conditions could be a tool for the 
temporary reduction of invasive mollusc density in impounded river sections. Full 
recovery of the population structure likely may require a period of two to three years. 
Therefore, we recommend that the long-term effects of recurrent water-level drawdowns 
on the diversity of invasive and native species be assessed. 

 
Alberta: County resolutions passed at convention (11/25/14)  
 

………..Red Deer County and the County of Newell put forward a resolution regarding 
the control and enforcement of the spread of aquatic invasive species, specifically quagga 
and zebra mussels. The resolution calls on the province to “enact or amend legislation 
and/or regulations to include prohibited species and encompass zero tolerance, mandatory 
inspections and the necessary enforcement authority for aquatic invasive species to 
ensure the species do not invade Alberta.”  
 

NASDAQ warns Marrone Bio of delisting over late financial report 
 

Marrone Bio Innovations Inc. reported Friday it has received a delisting warning from the 
NASDAQ Stock Market LLC as a result of the company's late filing of financial 
statements.  [Editor’s Note: Marrone Bio Innovations Inc.is the maker of 
ZEQUANOX®]            

 
Calif. Counties need to join forces to protect lakes (11/18/14)  
 

Keeping quagga mussels from infesting Clear Lake was one of the primary goals of 
Measure S, which was rejected by the voters on Nov. 4. To date we have been lucky 
because despite this being one of the more popular fishing lakes in the nation, the mussel 
hasn't yet been discovered here. In fact, the quagga mussel hasn't been found in any lake 
in Northern California, at least not yet…. 
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https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://www.vernonmorningstar.com/news/283536941.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTczODU1ODA2NjU3NzAxNjM0MDAyGjA5NjY4YjdmMzEwMWYzYjU6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNExJniaglwl2UzgUVOpoKf6WRaMLg
http://www.aquaticinvasions.net/2014/AI_2014_Leuven_etal.pdf
http://www.aquaticinvasions.net/2014/AI_2014_Leuven_etal.pdf
http://www.mountainviewgazette.ca/article/20141125/MVG0801/311259998/0/mvg0801
http://www.bizjournals.com/sacramento/news/2014/11/21/nasdaq-warns-marrone-bio-of-delisting-over-late.html
http://www.marronebioinnovations.com/products/brand/zequanox/
http://www.record-bee.com/outdoors/ci_26966959/counties-need-join-forces-protect-lakes
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BOAT INSPECTION NEWS 
 
 
National Sea Grant Law Center releases WID document (October 2014) 

 
To assist state natural resource managers and policy-makers in identifying commonalties, 
differences, and gaps among states, the NSGLC undertook a review of each state’s Watercraft 
Inspection and Decontamination (WID) laws and regulations to see how each state’s program 
compared to the authorities set forth in the Model. "From Theory to Practice: A Comparison 
of State Watercraft Inspection and Decontamination Programs to Model Legislative 
Provisions" contains an executive summary that discusses the NSGLC findings for all 50 
states and detailed state-by-state comparisons for the sixteen states with WID programs.  
 
For further information on NSGLC legal research support and model legislation and 
regulations for WID Programs go HERE   

 
 
Aquatic Invasive Species Boat Inspections Protect Wyoming Waters (11/3/14)  
 

LARAMIE - Wyoming Game and Fish Department employees inspected more than 40,000 
watercraft in 2014 for aquatic invasive species (AIS). Aquatic invasive species include, 
including quagga and zebra mussels. Of the inspections, nearly 2,000 watercraft were 
considered high risk and Game and Fish personnel did 860 decontaminations to eliminate any 
AIS being transported on watercraft into Wyoming…… 

 
MARINE 

 
AU: Black-striped mussel a biosecurity ‘megashock’ threat to SA fishing and tourism industries 
(11/24/14)  
 

Fighting the black-striped mussel cost the US more than $5 billion in the 1990s and, 
according to CSIRO scientists, South Australia’s pristine coastline is now under threat 
due to the heating of local seas due to climate change. The Australia’s Biosecurity Future 
report identified the major biosecurity trends and risks that face Australia over the next 
20-30 years and highlights 12 “megashocks” that could have profound impacts on 
economy and environment…. 

 
IMO’s environment committee addresses implementation issues as ballast water management 
treaty nears entry into force (10/30/14)  

 
Measures to assist in accelerating the entry into force and implementation of the key 
international convention designed to eradicate the global spread of harmful organisms in 
ships’ ballast water were adopted by the Marine Environment Protection Committee 
(MEPC), of the International Maritime Organization (IMO), when it met for its 67th 
session (13 to 17 October 2014)…. 
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http://nsglc.olemiss.edu/projects/model-legal-framework/files/state-comparison.pdf
http://nsglc.olemiss.edu/projects/model-legal-framework/index.html
http://wgfd.wyo.gov/web2011/news-1002330.aspx
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http://www.mesa.edu.au/marine_pests/marine_pests09.asp
http://www.csiro.au/Organisation-Structure/Flagships/Biosecurity-Flagship/Biosecurity-Futures-Report.aspx
http://www.csiro.au/Organisation-Structure/Flagships/Biosecurity-Flagship/Biosecurity-Futures-Report.aspx
http://www.imo.org/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/33-mepc-67-bwm.aspx%23.VHpRLsn-SP2
http://www.imo.org/MediaCentre/PressBriefings/Pages/33-mepc-67-bwm.aspx%23.VHpRLsn-SP2
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Related Stories 
 

The next moves for the Ballast Water Management (BWM) Convention (11/6/14)  
 

It may have taken almost three years, the efforts of almost the entire shipping 
industry, but member states of IMO finally agreed last month to revise the Ballast 
Water Management (BWM) Convention. Proposed changes include a much more 
vigilant IMO type-approval testing regime for new systems than the current “G8” 
guidelines, as well as implementing as-yet-undefined protection (although 
avoiding the term “grandfathering”) for “early-movers” who will have installed 
BWM systems before the revised guidelines are applied…… 

 
Ballast Water: The Long, Tough Learning Curve (11/11/14) 

 
……….The recently held, sixty-seventh session of IMO’s Marine Environment 
Protection Committee – MEPC 67, which met from 13 to 17 October – proved to 
be a momentous breakthrough in further facilitating the practical implementation 
of the Ballast Water Management Convention. Significantly, the various 
agreements reached were also widely welcomed in the shipping industry for 
providing enhanced certainty and thus building confidence in the workability of 
the provisions of the convention………  
 

Sea urchins released to battle invasive Kaneohe seaweed (11/7/14)  
 

HONOLULU —Department of Land and Natural Resources is taking new steps to battle 
the invasive seaweeds at Kaneohe Bay. Officials say the seaweed is threatening to 
smother coral patch reefs in the area. Aquatic Invasive Species team divers have placed 
another 6,000 hatchery-raised sea urchins on selected reefs to battle the seaweed…. 

 

Hydroids (Cnidaria: Hydrozoa) from Japanese tsunami marine debris washing ashore in the  
northwestern United States (August 2014)   
 

Fourteen species of hydroids, including two anthoathecates and 12 leptothecates, are 
reported from the west coast of North America on debris from the tsunami that struck 
Japan on 11 March 2011. Six species were found on a dock that stranded at Agate Beach, 
Newport, Oregon, five from a boat at Gleneden Beach, Oregon, four from a dock in 
Olympic National Park, Washington, and two from a boat in Grays Harbor, Washington.  
 

Spatial and temporal patterns of native and invasive ascidian assemblages in a Southern 
California embayment (September 2014)  

 
 
Community development of ascidians was monitored weekly in Mission Bay (San Diego, 
California, USA) from September 2011 through November 2012 to assess how ascidian 
communities might be structured by spatial differences in environmental conditions. We 
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repeatedly photographed PVC plates that were deployed on floating docks at four 
sampling locations: Seaforth Landing, Mission Bay Yacht Club, South Shores, and 
Hilton. Environmental variables (temperature, salinity, visibility, flow and dissolved 
oxygen) were measured during each sampling period. Eleven of the fifteen ascidian 
species observed on plates were invasive, three were native, and one was cryptogenic. 
Ascidian community composition varied significantly by time and sampling location 
within Mission Bay. Spatial differences in community dissimilarity were correlated to 
visibility, salinity, and temperature. Ascidian communities established in the warm, 
hypersaline waters furthest from the mouth of Mission Bay were typically most different 
from those near the mouth. Comparisons of % dissimilarity at the beginning and end of 
sampling indicated that ascidian communities were more dissimilar at the end of 
sampling. Ascidians persisted year round, and invasive and cryptogenic species were 
generally more abundant in winter months than native species. Below average rainfall, 
and the consequent relatively warm sea surface temperature and high salinity in a 
relatively mild climate region like San Diego, probably prevented the winter ascidian die-
offs that typically occur in this area. Such environmental changes may be advantageous 
to invasive ascidians, not only with regard to mediating their persistence, but also in 
terms of facilitating the establishment, spread, and dominance of future invaders. 

 
 

WEEDS 
 

Calif: Hyacinth forces shutdown of Lighted Boat Parade (11/23/14) 
 

STOCKTON, Calif. (KCRA) — A safety hazard has caused the cancellation of a popular holiday 
festival that people have celebrated in Stockton for generations. The problem is hyacinth, a green 
plant and invasive species that has been menacing boats in the marinas and waterways of the San 
Joaquin Delta region, making it tough for boats to leave port… 

 

Editorial: All this paperwork for weed removal? (11/24/14)  

Whoever coined the term “paralysis by analysis” must have worked for the federal 
government. That’s exactly what comes to mind in the case of the flowering rush. U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and Oregon Department of Agriculture officials have for 
months been slogging through federally mandated studies and consultations over efforts 
to get rid of the weed, which is taking hold along the Columbia River……  
 
 

TX: Crested floating heart found in Caddo Lake (11/26/14) 
 
KARNACK — Amid the fight against giant salvinia, alligator weed, water hyacinth and 
hydrilla, another invasive plant species has crept into Caddo Lake. At a Caddo Lake 
community meeting sponsored by the Caddo Lake Clearinghouse this past week in 
Karnack, biologists and representatives from Texas Parks and Wildlife and several Caddo 
Lake organizations updated residents on several issues concerning the lake and 

5 
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surrounding areas. One issue was that of the crested floating heart, a plant that arrived in 
the United States from Asia in 2008 after escaping from the ornamental plant trade…. 
 

Incentivizing the Public to Support Invasive Species Management: Eurasian Milfoil Reduces 
Lakefront Property Values (1-/15/14)  
 

……….we found that milfoil has a significant negative effect on property sales price 
($94,385 USD lower price), corresponding to a 19% decline in mean property values. 
The aggregate cost of milfoil invading one additional lake in the study area is, on 
average, $377,542 USD per year…… 

 

Invasive ivy: The No Ivy League and others take on the dirty job of pulling ivy in Portland 
(11/6/14) 
 

Unlike some other nasty invasive plants, ivy is not a newcomer to our region. It's well 
established in our neighborhoods and natural areas, but it faces an impressive army of 
Portlanders who want to see it gone. On Oct. 25, that army formed for the 11th annual No 
Ivy Day. Since 1994, volunteers with the No Ivy League have saved tens of thousands of 
trees from the strangle of ivy and have cleared more than 4.5 million square feet of ivy 
from forest floors…. 
 

Scientists say invasive elodea at Alexander Lake, AK threatens salmon (11/6/14)  
 

Researchers working on a pike eradication project in Alexander Lake this summer 
encountered an unexpected species. Elodea, an invasive aquatic plant, was spotted at the 
lake when the Alaska Department of Fish and Game team went to check minnow traps 
there, said Heather Stewart, a natural resource specialist for the Alaska Department of 
Natural Resources Division of Agriculture… 
 

Lights, Camera…Citizen Science: Assessing the Effectiveness of Smartphone-Based Video 
Training in Invasive Plant Identification (11/5/14)  
 

The rapid growth and increasing popularity of smartphone technology is putting 
sophisticated data-collection tools in the hands of more and more citizens. This has 
exciting implications for the expanding field of citizen science. With smartphone-based 
applications (apps), it is now increasingly practical to remotely acquire high quality 
citizen-submitted data at a fraction of the cost of a traditional study. Yet, one impediment 
to citizen science projects is the question of how to train participants. The traditional “in-
person” training model, while effective, can be cost prohibitive as the spatial scale of a 
project increases. To explore possible solutions, we analyze three training models: 1) in-
person, 2) app-based video, and 3) app-based text/images in the context of invasive plant 
identification in Massachusetts. Encouragingly, we find that participants who received 
video training were as successful at invasive plant identification as those trained in-
person, while those receiving just text/images were less successful. This finding has 
implications for a variety of citizen science projects that need alternative methods to 
effectively train participants when in-person training is impractical. 
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http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0110458
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FISH 

 
Army Corps considers new front in Asian carp war  (11/19/14) 
 

A new line of defense against invasive Asian carp may be opened on a river near Chicago 
in hopes of providing further short-term protection for the Great Lakes while a permanent 
solution is debated, officials said Tuesday…. 

 
 
Kentucky Hopes You'll Eat Its Invasive Carp (11/17/14) 
 

A new Asian carp processing plant will open in Hickman, Kentucky, Governor Steve 
Beshear announced last week. If the combination of Asian carp and Kentucky sounds 
decidedly strange to you, it should: The three species found in the state’s rivers and lakes 
are invasive, accidentally introduced into the wild by researchers and private citizens 
sometime in the 1980s. Since then, the fish have spread into over 20 states, disrupting 
local ecosystems and economies along the way….. 
 
Related Story: IL Fish plant declared strategic by U.S. officials (10/30/14) 

 
San Francisco to create amnesty pond for unwanted pet fish (11/26/14)  
 

Federal park officials in San Francisco are building an “amnesty pond” for unwanted pet 
fish — to help keep a beautiful lake free of nonnative fish. Mountain Lake, on the 
southern border of the Presidio park, was recently poisoned to kill off invasive species, 
claiming catfish, bass and more than 850 carp, SFGate reported. But the Presidio Trust 
does not want another purge to kill so many fish again, so the group thought of a way to 
prevent them from showing up in Mountain Lake in the first place…. 
 

PBS Newshour: Stopping illegal fish dumping in Montana before it’s too late (11/27/14) 
 

 In Montana, illegal fish dumping of non-native species is threatening the state’s native 
trout. In a segment for Student Reporting Labs, Meri DeMarois and her mentor Anna Rau 
of MontanaPBS report on how conservation organizations are working to protect the 
indigenous fish population…… 

 
 
B.C. Salmon Get Clean Bill Of Health (11/21/14) 
 

After testing more than 8,000 samples from all wild salmon and steelhead species in 
British Columbia waters, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) has found no 
sign of the dreaded infectious salmon anemia (ISA) virus in any of them, the agency 
announced Nov. 10. Testing of U.S. fish by the U.S. Geological Survey and Washington 
Department of Fish and Wildlife had come up with similar results last year. (An article 
that documents the U.S. response to date has just been published in Fisheries. It is 
available here.)…. 

7 
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OTHER 
 

Great Lakes invaders go digital (11/20/14) 

More than 2,500 species of plants, fish and mollusks will be invading the internet soon. 
It’s an effort by more than 20 museums and universities around the Great Lakes region 
(including the University of Michigan, Michigan State University and Central Michigan 
University). They’re teaming up to digitize their collections of species that are not native 
to the Great Lakes…. 

Fall Issue of USFWS Invasives Quarterly 

With the nights getting darker and longer, and Halloween upon us, what better time to 
break out the popcorn and settle in for some spooky tales of invasive species. The fall 
issue of Invasives Quarterly has plenty of chills as it takes you to the movies with our 
Creature Features, offers some sage advice about avoiding Hitchhikers, goes not so far, 
far away to battle the Attack of the Clones, and introduces you to The Birds (just not the 
ones you might be thinking of). Pop some popcorn and turn out the lights, it's going to be 
spooktacular!  
 

Coachella Valley, CA pond invaded by Gulf Coast crustacean (11/24/14)  
 

…You might know them as crawfish, crawdads, or even mudbugs. Whatever you want to 
call them, they've taken over. "They have actually threatened every native species in 
these waters. So we did have Desert Pupfish which are native, endangered fish. It's native 
to the Colorado Desert here, those fish are no longer here," says Short…. 

 
 
Modelling of the potential distribution of the golden mussel (Limnoperna fortunei) on a global 
scale (September 2014) 
 

………..This tool performed well in assessing the potential global distribution of L. 
fortunei even though it was generated from climatic macro variables without the use of 
locale-specific abiotic variables, which are more difficult to obtain. 

 
Seasonal dynamics of zooplankton in Columbia–Snake River reservoirs, with special emphasis 
on the invasive copepod Pseudodiaptomus forbesi (September 2014)  
 

The Asian copepod Pseudodiaptomus forbesi has recently become established in the 
Columbia River. However, little is known about its ecology and effects on invaded 
ecosystems. We undertook a 2-year (July 2009 to June 2011) field study of the 
mesozooplankton in four reservoirs in the Columbia and Snake Rivers, with emphasis on 
the relation of the seasonal variation in distribution and abundance of P. forbesi to 
environmental variables. Pseudodiaptomus forbesi was abundant in three reservoirs; the 
zooplankton community of the fourth reservoir contained no known non-indigenous taxa. 
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The composition and seasonal succession of zooplankton were similar in the three 
invaded reservoirs: a bloom of rotifers occurred in spring, native cyclopoid and 
cladoceran species peaked in abundance in summer, and P. forbesi was most abundant in 
late summer and autumn. In the uninvaded reservoir, total zooplankton abundance was 
very low year-round. Multivariate ordination indicated that temperature and dissolved 
oxygen were strongly associated with zooplankton community structure, with P. forbesi 
appearing to exhibit a single generation per year. The broad distribution and high 
abundance of P. forbesi in the Columbia–Snake River System could result in ecosystem 
level effects in areas intensively managed to improve conditions for salmon and other 
commercially and culturally important fish species.  
 
 

University of Windsor professor lands $1.4-million grant (11//2/14) 
 
University of Windsor biology professor Hugh MacIsaac has been awarded a $1.4-
million grant after being named Canada Research Chair in Aquatic Invasive Species. 
MacIsaac, who works in the Great Lakes Institute for Environmental Research, will 
receive $200,000 annually to finance his research for the next seven years. MacIsaac and 
his team of researchers will be breaking new ground by studying invasive species from a 
molecular perspective. “We’re trying to figure out why some invaders are more 
problematic,” MacIsaac said. “We’re doing that by trying to determine if there’s a 
molecular basis for one species being more invasive than another.” “We’ll look at things 
such as (whether) they respond differently to food than native species.” MacIsaac said 
landing the grant will allow him to hire about 20 researchers over the course of the seven 
years….  
 

New Invasive Species Cookbook released - Just in time for the holidays 
 
Ever eat an invasive species?  This cookbook contains 50 recipes from renowned chefs 
for such edible invasives as Asian carp, Bullfrog, Crayfish, Dandelion greens, Garlic 
mustard, Himalayan blackberry, House sparrow, Japanese knotweed, Kudzu, Nutria, 
Purple varnish clams, Sheep sorrel, Starling, Wild boar, and Wild turkey.  Contains 
beautiful photos, background information about each invasive, and recipes for each 
invasive species.  Now you can try your hand at making delicious recipes with invasive 
species with this unique cookbook!  Written by Corinne M. Duncan, co-created with 
Melanie Gisler and Tamara S. Mullen.  117 pages.  Click here to buy a cookbook, a great 
gift for the adventurous foodie! 

 
 

JOBS/RFPS 
 
 
 
2014 Algae Technology Research Grant 
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` 

Fluid Imaging Technologies is pleased to announce the Algae Technology Research 
Grant. Graduate students and senior undergraduates enrolled at a North American 
college or university who are studying advanced uses of algae for biofuels, plastics, 
nutraceuticals or other commercial applications are encouraged to apply for the use of a 
FlowCAM® to support their research. Proposals are due December 31, 2014. The award 
winner will be announced by January 15. All proposals will be reviewed by a panel of up 
to four independent scientists each having experience with use of the FlowCAM. The 
grant winner should plan on starting the project in February or March. 

 
 

TRAININGS/WEBINARS 
 
Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) Planning 
 

The US Fish & Wildlife Service will be teaching a course in Hazard Analysis Critical 
Control Point (HACCP) planning. HACCP is a tool used to reduce our risk of 
unintentionally spreading invasive species during the course of our natural resources 
work. The course will be December 9 & 10th at the Wyoming Game and Fish 
Department headquarters in Cheyenne, WY. Please contact Joanne Grady at 
joanne_grady@fws.gov  if you are interested in attending. Wednesday, November 12, 
2014 E&E Daily 

 
 

 
LEGISLATION/FEDERAL ACTIONS/BUDGET 

 

House could consider omnibus next week (12/1/14)  

An omnibus spending package funding the government through next September is 
expected to hit the House floor next week, House Appropriations Committee 
spokeswoman Jennifer Hing told The Hill. Hing said negotiators made significant 
progress over the Thanksgiving holiday in crafting a full omnibus bill, which would 
include appropriations for the entire government….. 

 

EPA fishing vessel discharge exemption still in limbo (11/26/14)  

The fishing vessel exemption to existing Environmental Protection Agency vessel 
discharge regulations regarding is due to expire in December, and Alaska’s senators are 
supporting differing solutions. Two bills filed this month could extend the exemption, 
which expires Dec. 18 either permanently or temporarily. Sen. Lisa Murkowski 
introduced a bill offering a one-year extension in conjunction with Florida Republican 
Sen. Marco Rubio on Nov. 19 [S. 2943 ]. The next day, Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-
California, introduced a bill with a permanent exemption; Sen. Mark Begich is a co-
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sponsor on that bill [S. 2963].  Both bills are standalone, and don’t have any other issues 
added. Also currently in the Senate is the version of the Coast Guard reauthorization 
already passed by the House. That includes a permanent exemption, and could also still 
pass before Dec. 18. 
 

Rubio/Murkowski press release go HERE  
 
Related Story on fishing industry concerns: EPA Regs Hit Fishing Industry, Unless 
Congress Meets Deadline (11/28/30) 
 
UPDATE: A bill that would exempt commercial fishermen from some U.S. EPA 
regulations may take a step toward the Senate floor this week [week of 12/1/14]. The 
Senate Environmental and Public Works Committee plans to vote tomorrow on S. 2963, 
a bill from Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) that would permanently extend a temporary 
exemption from certain regulations for fishermen.[Source: Environment and Energy 
Daily, 12/1/14] 

 
Invasive species target of Ontario bill (11/5/14)  
 

The Ontario government is looking to prevent the introduction and stop the spread of 
invasive species such as Asian carp and the emerald ash borer through legislation being 
introduced today. The bill — first proposed before the spring election and now being 
reintroduced —  would allow the province to ban the possession and transportation of 
certain invasive species and prevent the movement of contaminated firewood…. 
 
Text of Bill 167, Invasive Species Act, 2014, can be found HERE  

MEETINGS  

  
2015 

 
JANUARY 

 
The first-ever Alberta Aquatic Invasive Species Summit will be held in Calgary January 14-
15, 2015. We’ll capture the accomplishments to date, discuss emerging technologies, hear from 
neighbouring jurisdictions, receive program evaluation and recommendations from an expert 
panel, and more!   Space is limited so an RSVP REQUIRED by November 1, 2014. Please 
RSVP as soon as possible to Tanya Rushcall: Tanya.Rushcall@gov.ab.ca or call (780) 644-4647.  

FEBRUARY 

National Invasive Species Awareness Week – 02/22-28/2015. For further information go to  
http://www.nisaw.org/  
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MARCH/APRIL 
 
2015 WAPMS Conference Information: The 34th annual Western Aquatic Plant Management 
Society conference will be held at the Crown Plaza Hotel in Portland, OR on March 30 – April 1, 
2015. Visit the Conference Info page for more information on registering, submitting titles and 
abstracts, and hotel reservations. To submit a title and abstract, please visit 
www.wssaabstracts.com 
 

______________ 
 

 

 

****NOTE**** 

The PSMFC has upgraded and moved our AIS website. The new website can be found at 
http://www.westernais.org/  

 

TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org  

Past issues of AIS NEWS can be found @ http://www.westernais.org/   under “News” tab. 
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