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AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES NEWS 

1/9/17 

  DREISSENID MUSSELS 

Reservoirs will not be lowered to combat invasive mussels (12/23/16) 

State officials responding to the detection of invasive aquatic mussel larvae will not draw 
down two reservoirs this winter as part of the effort. Routine water sampling detected 
larvae from either zebra or quagga mussels at Tiber Reservoir this year, and suspected 
samples were found in Canyon Ferry Reservoir, and the Missouri and Milk rivers. The 
discovery, the first in the Northwest, led Gov. Steve Bullock to declare a natural resource 
emergency and create a rapid response team last month. In places where the mollusks 
have established, they can infest dams and irrigation and line shorelines with sharp shells. 
They also have major impacts on the environment by competing with small fish for 
plankton and clearing water, which triggers aquatic plant growth….. 

 

Other Montana Stories  

 
Pines for Perch canceled due to invasive mussels (12/29/16) 
 
Guest column: Inaction on mussels has costs (12/27/16) 
 
Flathead Lake researchers seek new ways to fight invasive species (12/21/16)  
 
MT: Salish and Kootenai Tribes declare invasive species emergency (12/20/16) 

 
Related Montana Links 

• Follow Montana Mussel Response on Facebook  
• Email inquiries to musselresponse@mt.gov  
• Mussel response hotline: (406) 444-2440 

https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://helenair.com/news/natural-resources/reservoirs-will-not-be-lowered-to-combat-invasive-mussels/article_c4722b89-245a-5923-8738-6a5d36e4d877.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoTNDYyOTI1NjgwOTk5ODY2NzQwNjIaODljOGJhZjdkMWZkNGJjMjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNHNHHDhzhV_5_4kw0ZWGHol3DTLDA
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://helenair.com/news/natural-resources/reservoirs-will-not-be-lowered-to-combat-invasive-mussels/article_c4722b89-245a-5923-8738-6a5d36e4d877.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoTNDYyOTI1NjgwOTk5ODY2NzQwNjIaODljOGJhZjdkMWZkNGJjMjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNHNHHDhzhV_5_4kw0ZWGHol3DTLDA
http://helenair.com/news/natural-resources/pines-for-perch-canceled-due-to-invasive-mussels/article_d7afb126-be67-58c8-83f3-d5f67f0d3372.html
http://missoulian.com/news/opinion/columnists/inaction-on-mussels-has-costs/article_186c4255-99a1-5d02-9dd7-9584fc4bbd51.html
http://www.kpax.com/story/34106514/flathead-biological-station-looks-for-new-ways-to-fight-invasive-species
http://www.abcfoxmontana.com/story/34101847/salish-and-kootenai-tribes-declare-invasive-species-emergency
http://www.abcfoxmontana.com/story/34101847/salish-and-kootenai-tribes-declare-invasive-species-emergency
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYxMjA3LjY3MzMxMzMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MTIwNy42NzMzMTMzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTcxODg4JmVtYWlsaWQ9c3BoaWxsaXBzQHBzbWZjLm9yZyZ1c2VyaWQ9c3BoaWxsaXBzQHBzbWZjLm9yZyZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&100&&&https://www.facebook.com/MTMusselResponse/
mailto:musselresponse@mt.gov
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• MT website:  musselresponse.mt.gov  

 
 
Calif:  New webpage developed on newly discovered quagga/zebra mussel infested waterbodies 
in California. 
 

Information regarding newly discovered quagga/zebra mussel infestations in California 
will be posted on this webpage. These discoveries are a developing situation; more 
information will be forthcoming and shared as it is available…..  
 
 

Tracing the quagga mussel invasion along the Rhine river system using eDNA markers: early 
detection and surveillance of invasive zebra and quagga mussels (12/22/16) 

 
Early detection and monitoring of invasive species is important for the development of 
effective measures directed at minimising the negative effects of invaders. In the early 
stages of invasion, aquatic invasive species are typically rare and their detection using 
costly and time-consuming field surveys is often challenging. Environmental DNA 
(eDNA) methods are increasingly applied in freshwater systems to detect and quantify 
target species with relative ease over large geographic scales and across the invasion 
fronts. In this study we test eDNA detection and quantification methods for invasive 
zebra and quagga mussels. Both mussel species have invaded widely in North America 
and Europe and show strong negative ecosystem-wide impacts. We extracted DNA from 
filtered water samples which we collected along the Rhine catchment in Switzerland, 
Germany and The Netherlands, including the known invasion area of the zebra mussel 
and the invasion front of the quagga mussel. Standard PCR and quantitative PCR (qPCR) 
methods were compared for detection and qPCR was used to quantify the eDNA signal 
for each species. Our results show that the invasion front of the quagga mussel has moved 
southwards, including areas where this species had not been detected previously with 
traditional benthic invertebrate sampling methods. Standard PCR and qPCR showed a 
similar performance in detecting both mussel species. Moreover, the eDNA 
quantification of the two species showed low variance within sampling site and matched 
with expected densities of zebra and quagga mussels based on previous field survey 
studies. The tested eDNA methods are cost effective and have the potential to be widely 
applied for the surveillance of zebra and quagga mussels in the future. 

 
 

 
BOAT INSPECTION/DECON NEWS 

 
Calif: County renews grant to combat Quagga spread (1/3/17)  
 

LAKEPORT -- In an effort to prevent the invasive Quagga mussel from grabbing hold in 
Clear Lake, the California Department of Boating and Waterways has issued Lake 
County another two-year grant. According to Water Resources Technician Mark Miller, 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbXNpZD0mYXVpZD0mbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYxMjA3LjY3MzMxMzMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MTIwNy42NzMzMTMzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTcxODg4JmVtYWlsaWQ9c3BoaWxsaXBzQHBzbWZjLm9yZyZ1c2VyaWQ9c3BoaWxsaXBzQHBzbWZjLm9yZyZ0YXJnZXRpZD0mZmw9Jm12aWQ9JmV4dHJhPSYmJg==&&&102&&&http://musselresponse.mt.gov/
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Invasives/New-Infestations
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Invasives/New-Infestations
http://www.reabic.net/journals/mbi/2016/Accepted/MBI_2017_DeVentura_etal2_correctedproof.pdf
http://www.reabic.net/journals/mbi/2016/Accepted/MBI_2017_DeVentura_etal2_correctedproof.pdf
http://www.record-bee.com/article/NQ/20170103/NEWS/170109981
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the grant amounts to $318,000 and will cover the cost of 13 ramp monitors and two 
supervisors, who will watch incoming watercraft for screening stickers, as well as signs 
of Quagga mussels. Lake County Water Resources originally requested the grant in 2014. 
As Clear Lake currently shows no signs of invasive mussels, the department considers the 
prevention program a success….. 

 
 
 
Model Regulation for State Watercraft Inspection and Decontamination Programs (December 
2016) 

 
“Building Consensus in the West” is an initiative of the Western Regional Panel on 
Aquatic Nuisance Species. The goal of the WRP initiative is to develop a multi-state 
vision for watercraft inspection and decontamination (WID) programs. The National Sea 
Grant Law Center is an active participant in this initiative, providing legal research 
support and leading efforts to develop model legislation and regulations for WID 
Programs. 
 
The “Model Regulation for State Watercraft Inspection and Decontamination Programs” 
outlines a model regulatory framework to implement a package of recommended 
approaches for state WID programs as identified by the WRP Building Consensus 
Committee. It serves as a bridge between the model legislative provisions set forth in 
“Preventing the Spread of Aquatic Invasive Species by Recreational Boats: Model 
Legislative Provisions & Guidance to Promote Reciprocity among State Watercraft 
Inspection and Decontamination Programs”  released in 2014 and model agency 
protocols developed through the Building Consensus process. The Model Regulation are 
designed to facilitate regional cooperation and coordination by laying the foundation for 
the adoption of reciprocal agreements among states adhering to these recommended 
approaches. 

 
MARINE 

 
 

The potential efficacy and application of freshwater and hypersaline immersion to control the 
spread of a marine invasive species (12/9/16) 
 

Introduced into New Zealand waters in 2008, the polychaete worm Sabella spallanzanii 
is a marine invasive species with potential for significant ecological and economic 
impact. Within New Zealand, efforts to cope with this pest have focused on containment 
as efficacious control methods are in their infancy. To remedy this, we tested the efficacy 
of hyper-saline (50‰) and hypo-saline (0‰) baths as a potential control method for this 
species. Specimens of S. spallanzanii were collected from within the Auckland region 
and exposed to salinity treatments for up to 1440 min (24 h) and mortality rates were 
compared using LT50 i.e. number of minutes taken for 50% of worms to die. Specimens 
subjected to hypo-saline conditions resulted in an LT50 of 31.0 min compared to 
132.0 min for hyper-saline conditions. Accordingly, hypo-saline dips have potential as an 

http://nsglc.olemiss.edu/projects/model-legal-framework/files/modelregulation.pdf
http://nsglc.olemiss.edu/projects/model-legal-framework/files/modelregulation.pdf
http://nsglc.olemiss.edu/projects/model-legal-framework/files/modelregulation.pdf
http://nsglc.olemiss.edu/projects/files/Model-Legislative-Provisions-Guidance.pdf
http://nsglc.olemiss.edu/projects/files/Model-Legislative-Provisions-Guidance.pdf
http://nsglc.olemiss.edu/projects/files/Model-Legislative-Provisions-Guidance.pdf
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-016-1350-8
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-016-1350-8
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environmentally safe and cost-effective management method for maintenance of 
recreational vessels and other marine structures (e.g. aquaculture gear and shellfish 
stocks) that are heavily fouled with S. spallanzanii. [Full Article = $$$].  
 

 
BALLAST WATER/BIOFOULING 

 
Ballast Water Treatment: What Will the IMO Do? (1/8/17) 
 

The IMO’s Ballast Water Management Convention, adopted in 2004, reached its criteria 
for ratification on September 8, 2016, and will enter into force following 12 months. 
Somewhat simplistically, this means that all vessels must comply with its provisions and 
eventually meet the Ballast Water discharge standard (as defined by Regulation D-2).  
Shipowners are now approaching flag states and requesting a de-coupling of the renewal 
of the international oil pollution prevention certificate (IOPPC) from scheduled docking 
in order to achieve potentially five years extension from complying with the D-2 standard 
and thus postponing the costs of procuring and installing a ballast water management 
system likewise…. 

 
US ballast water discharges to grow as LNG exports boom (1/5/17)   
 

Growing LNG exports from the US could “drive a massive increase in ballast water flux 
to the US” resulting in “large effects on transfer of non-native organisms,” according to 
researchers at the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center (SERC). In a paper to be 
published soon in the journal Science of the Total Environment, they explore how the 
shift from the US being a net LNG importer to being a net exporter “will create a surge in 
ballast water discharge.”…. 

 
Related: Potential effects of LNG trade shift on transfer of ballast water and biota by 
ships (12/28/16) [Full Article = $$$$] 
 

 
USCG Marine Safety Center Issues Ballast Water Management System (BWMS) type approval 
certificates to Alfa Laval, OceanSaver AS (12/23/2016) 
 

…..The Alfa Laval PureBallast 3 system incorporates four ultraviolet reactor sizes: 170, 
300, 600, 1000. The reactors can be arranged either individually or in parallel to achieve 
treatment capacities ranging from 85m3/h to 3000m3/h. This initial approval only covers 
those systems which use the tested UV reactor sizes of 300 and 1000. Future approval of 
the 170 and 600 reactors is dependent on Coast Guard approval of the UV reactor scaling 
studies, which are currently under review by the Marine Safety Center…. 
 
Related: OceanSaver Press Release 
 
 

 

http://maritime-executive.com/blog/ballast-water-treatment-what-will-the-imo-do
http://www.imo.org/en/ourwork/Environment/BallastWaterManagement/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.mpropulsion.com/news/view,us-ballast-water-discharges-to-grow-as-lng-exports-boom_45967.htm
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969716328169
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0048969716328169
http://mariners.coastguard.dodlive.mil/2016/12/23/marine-safety-center-issues-ballast-water-management-system-bwms-type-approval-certificates-alfa-laval-oceansaver-as/
http://mariners.coastguard.dodlive.mil/2016/12/23/marine-safety-center-issues-ballast-water-management-system-bwms-type-approval-certificates-alfa-laval-oceansaver-as/
http://www.oceansaver.com/oceansaver-obtains-final-uscg-type-approval/
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FISH 
 
Young-of-the-year Coho Salmon Oncorhynchus kisutch recruit in fresh waters of remote 
Patagonian fjords in southern Chile (12/1/16)  
 

….Our findings are consistent with the hypothesis that the juvenile Coho Salmon 
collected in estuaries originated in the local freshwater system (lake) and provide the first 
ever evidence of recruitment and probable establishment of self-sustaining Coho Salmon 
population in Patagonia [Full Article = $$$].  

 
Large-scale invasion of western Atlantic mesophotic reefs by lionfish potentially undermines 
culling-based management (12/26/16) 
 

…..This study highlights the need for management plans to incorporate lionfish 
populations below the depth limit of recreational diving in order to address all aspects of 
the local population and maximise the effectiveness of control efforts [Full Article = 
$$$]. 

 
Parasite-mediated enemy release and low biotic resistance may facilitate invasion of Atlantic 
coral reefs by Pacific red lionfish (12/8/16) 
 

…..We found no indication that lionfish introduced Pacific parasites into the Atlantic. In 
conjunction with demographic signs of enemy release such as increased density, fish size, 
and growth of invasive lionfish, it is possible that escape from parasites may have 
contributed to the success of lionfish. This is especially true if future studies reveal that 
such a loss of parasites has led to more energy available for lionfish growth, 
reproduction, and/or immunity [Full Article = $$$]. 
 

Lionfish making their way onto Bay Area menus (1/4/17) 

Justine Burt calls herself “borderline vegetarian.” The Palo Alto resident makes an 
exception for lionfish, which she first tried during a community service trip to Belize, 
where the invasive species has taken over barrier reef habitats. “I don’t normally eat 
sentient creatures, but this one needs to be eaten,” she said. “Because it’s really 
destroying life down there.”….. 

 
Invasive Asian carp less than 50 miles from Lake Michigan (12/23/16) 
 

The news is mixed as Great Lake states and the federal government continue to devote 
money and brainpower to stopping a potential Great Lakes ecological disaster — invasive 
Asian carp species making their way from the Mississippi River into Lake Michigan…. 
 

TN: Floating factory would process Asian carp (12/27/16) 
 

http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-016-1341-9
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-016-1341-9
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-016-1358-0
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-016-1358-0
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-016-1342-8
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-016-1342-8
http://www.sfchronicle.com/food/article/Invasive-fish-species-making-their-way-onto-Bay-10833446.php
http://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2016/12/22/asian-carp-great-lakes-michigan/93970746/
http://www.commercialappeal.com/story/news/environment/2016/12/27/floating-factory-would-process-asian-carp/95702032/
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Leaping from rivers and lakes like aquatic projectiles and ravaging the food base of 
native fish, Asian carp are loathed by outdoors enthusiasts and state wildlife officials 
alike for being not just a nuisance, but a threat to boating and fishing industries worth 
$2.9 billion and $2.1 billion, respectively, in Tennessee. Enter Joe Gillas. He sees the 
invasive fish as an opportunity. Gillas' company, Riverine Fisheries International, plans 
to moor a factory fishing vessel at the Port of Cates Landing, located on the Mississippi 
River near Tiptonville, Tennessee, about 100 miles north of Memphis. The nearly 350-
foot-long boat would process Asian carp caught in the Mississippi and other rivers and 
lakes into food products to be exported to some 20 countries, including China 
and Russia…. 

 

WY Burbot Bash: 'Catch the ugliest fish in the West' (12/22/16)    

Burbot fishing enthusiasts have the opportunity to win prizes in the upcoming Burbot 
Bash at Flaming Gorge Reservoir. Registration is now underway for the annual fishing 
derby scheduled Jan. 20-22. The tournament website encourages anglers to “catch the 
ugliest fish in the West.” The tournament is designed to reduce numbers of the invasive 
fish that has an eel-like appearance….. 

 
FL: Fishbrain app to help FWC track nonnative freshwater fish (12/20/16) 
 
  

The FWC plans to crowdsource data on nonnative freshwater fish species in Florida by 
partnering with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Fishbrain – the world’s largest app 
and social network for anglers…… 
 

 
AQUACULTURE 

 
 
NOAA Plans to Open Federal Waters in Pacific to Fish Farming (1/6/17) 
 

As traditional commercial fishing is threatening fish populations worldwide, U.S. officials are 
working on a plan to expand fish farming into federal waters around the Pacific Ocean. The 
government sees the move toward aquaculture as a promising solution to feeding a hungry planet. 
But some environmentalists say the industrial-scale farms could do more harm than good to 
overall fish stocks and ocean health….. 

 
Related Link:  NOAA: Coastal Aquaculture Planning Portal (CAPP) -  The Coastal 
Aquaculture Planning Portal (CAPP) is a toolbox of coastal planning tools designed to 
assist managers, planners, and industry with sustainable aquaculture development. This 
toolbox was developed in partnership with Digital Coast, a product of the NOAA 
National Ocean Service Office of Coastal Management. 

 
 

http://www.rocketminer.com/news/catch-the-ugliest-fish-in-the-west/article_2396f810-efe4-56bd-8b5f-820159f0d654.html
http://myfwc.com/news/news-releases/2016/december/20/fishbrain/
http://myfwc.com/news/news-releases/2016/december/20/fishbrain/
http://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/noaa-plans-open-federal-waters-pacific-fish-farming-44592800
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/research/scem/marine_aquaculture/portal
https://coast.noaa.gov/digitalcoast/
https://coast.noaa.gov/
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The giant transgenic Chinese carp that could leap from lab to dinner table (12/25/16)  
 

Chinese researchers who created a rapidly growing “giant” transgenic carp have 
expressed cautious optimism it will one day land on dining tables.  The fish, dubbed 
guanli (crown carp) by its creators, was shown to the public during an international life 
science conference in Beijing in November…. 

 
 

WEEDS 
 
BC: North Cowichan to tackle invaders in Somenos Creek (12/28/16)  
 

Measures will soon be taken to deal with the contamination of Somenos Creek with 
parrotfeather milfoil. But what exactly they will be has yet to be determined.  The 
Municipality of North Cowichan decided at the council meeting on Dec. 21 that it would 
earmark approximately $100,000 “in principle” from the budget for 2017 to remove the 
invasive plants from the creek, with the final amount to be determined. Parrotfeather 
(Myriophyllum aquaticum) originated in South America and was introduced in North 
America as an aquatic plant for gardens and aquariums, according to the Invasive Species 
Council of British Columbia. It’s been speculated that the introduction of parrotfeather in 
Somenos Creek was likely due to someone cleaning an aquarium. It’s likely the plant, 
free of the confines of the tank, then proliferated…. 

 
 

 
OTHER 

 
 
The influence of evolution and plasticity on the behavior of an invasive crayfish (12/3/16)  
 

……These results suggest that activity level in the absence of predators has diverged in 
the invaded range. Because active crayfish consume more prey, this change in behavior 
may be responsible for rapid growth in the invaded range of O. rusticus, a trait that 
contributes to the strong ecological impacts of this invasive crayfish.  [Full Article = 
$$$]. 
 

The contribution of passive surveillance to invasive species management (1/3/16) 
 
….While the resources, activities and effort required to encourage each type of 
community surveillance are known to differ, very little is known of the relationships that 
determine effectiveness, and thus the appropriate level of investment that would be 
required to encourage a particular level of reporting. In this research we focus on passive 
surveillance—the most fortuitous type of community surveillance—and review the 
current knowledge base on measuring its cost and effectiveness. We aim to stimulate the 
research required to improve our understanding of passive surveillance, and we provide 
guidance on the type of data that should be collected by agencies to enable this research. 

http://www.scmp.com/news/china/article/2055112/giant-transgenic-chinese-carp-could-leap-lab-dinner-table
http://www.cowichanvalleycitizen.com/news/408085566.html
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-016-1346-4
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10530-016-1362-4
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This information could then provide us with the ability to design optimal surveillance 
portfolios that integrate the surveillance opportunities provided by the public to best 
advantage. [Full Article = $$$]. 
 

 
TRAININGS/WEBINARS/CONFERENCES 

 
Call for Abstracts for BC Invasive Species Research Conference  
 

Calling all invasive species researchers and practitioners! Thompson Rivers University 
and the Invasive Species Council of BC are excited to co-host the 2017 Invasive Species 
Research Conference - Turning Science into Action, being held in beautiful Kamloops, 
June 20 - 22, 2017. Submit your abstract for either oral or poster presentations. If you 
have an idea for a session theme, we also want to know. Visit our new events microsite to 
read more and submit a theme or abstract. The deadline for submissions is Jan 31, 2017. 
Follow the conference, interact and join the conversation on Twitter using 
#invasiveresearch2017. 

 
Webinar: Exploration of HABs and Invasive Mussel Interactions 
 
 

When: January 24, 2:00 - 3:30 p.m. Eastern;  (1:00-2:30 p.m. Central, 12:00 - 1:30 p.m. 
Mountain, 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Pacific)  
Register here! 
 
Please join us for a webinar hosted by the Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) Collaboratory 
and the Invasive Mussel Collaborative to increase understanding and facilitate 
information-sharing on possible relationships between dreissenid mussels and HABs. The 
webinar will focus on the theories of interactions between HABs and invasive mussels, 
and the possible environmental influences these interactions may have. While nutrient 
loading is widely accepted as the primary driver behind HABs, recent research has 
indicated that secondary interactions and relationships may exist between HABs and 
invasive mussels. This webinar will feature presentations by the following 
agencies/organizations:  

 
• Dr. Donna Kashian, Wayne State University: HABs and dreissenid mussel 

reproduction 
• Dr. Henry Vanderploeg, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration: 

HABs spatial influence and palatability  
• James Larson, U.S. Geological Survey: HABs as a source of nutrition 

 
 

The HABs Collaboratory's goal is to create a collective laboratory that enables science-
based information sharing among scientists, as well as between scientists and decisions 
makers working on Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs) through a series of workgroups, 

http://events.bcinvasives.ca/about-invasivespeciesresearchconference/?utm_source=ISCBC+Enews+Distribution&utm_campaign=39f90cc918-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2016_12_15&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c8b31b6095-39f90cc918-427117977
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/8677759562589188354?utm_source=IMC+Webinars&utm_campaign=1428d852bb-Invasive_Mussel_Collaborative_Webinar_1_24_2017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_74dcc4f2ea-1428d852bb-85310553
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webinars, and other activities. To learn more about the HABs Collaboratory, please visit 
our website. To learn more about the Invasive Mussel Collaborative, visit our website at 
www.invasivemusselcollaborative.net  or join our list-serv. 
 

 
JOBS/GRANTS 

UT: Aquatic Invasive Species Technician 
 
The Utah Department of Natural Resources, Division of Wildlife Resources, has several 
seasonal positions (no benefits) available at Lake Powell in Bullfrog, Utah and Hall’s 
Crossing, Utah. This appointment will last from approximately March 6, 2017 to August 
25, 2017, with possibility of extension. There will also be seasonal positions available 
starting May 8, 2017. Housing is provided.  Examples of Duties: Assist in the operation 
Great Salt Lake State Park. Duties will involve: greeting park visitors and helping them 
discover the park’s resources and how to enjoy them appropriately; staffing the gift shop; 
collecting park fees; check-ins and assisting of incoming campers. Additional duties 
include maintenance of buildings, grounds and trails; grounds keeping work; performing 
other duties as assigned.  Closing date:  January 27, 2017 

 
FEDERAL/STATE/PROVINCIAL/EU 
LEGISLATION, RULES, ACTIONS 

 
 

 
STATE 

 
 
MT: Invasive species funding emerges as legislative priority (12/20/16) 
 
 

Montana’s susceptibility to invasive mussels has rattled policymakers across the state, 
and despite a tight budget, boosting the state’s invasive species programs appears to have 
gained bipartisan traction.  In November, the Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks 
announced that invasive mussel larvae had been detected in Tiber Reservoir. Further 
testing of water samples has since indicated that the contamination may be limited to the 
Central Montana reservoir, but for many state lawmakers, the detection hammered home 
the risks posed by the aquatic invaders… 
 
[NOTE:  So far, one AIS related bill has been introduced entitled “Generally revise laws 
related to maintenance of fishing access sites” (HB204).  Though this bill’s main purpose 
looks to provide more funding for maintenance of fishing access sites, it does include 
funding for “control of noxious weeds at fishing access sites” and “to prevent or control 
any nonnative, aquatic invasive species.”  Stay tuned! -- We expect more MT AIS 
legislative activity in the coming weeks. ] 

http://glc.org/projects/water-quality/habs/?utm_source=IMC+Webinars&utm_campaign=1428d852bb-Invasive_Mussel_Collaborative_Webinar_1_24_2017&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_74dcc4f2ea-1428d852bb-85310553
http://www.invasivemusselcollaborative.net/
https://naturalresources.utah.gov/dnr-jobpost/aquatic-invasive-species-technician
https://naturalresources.utah.gov/dnr-jobpost/aquatic-invasive-species-technician
http://www.dailyinterlake.com/article/20161220/ARTICLE/161229966
http://www.dailyinterlake.com/article/20161220/ARTICLE/161229966
http://laws.leg.mt.gov/legprd/LAW0203W$BSRV.ActionQuery?P_SESS=20171&P_BLTP_BILL_TYP_CD=HB&P_BILL_NO=204&P_BILL_DFT_NO=LC957&P_CHPT_NO=&Z_ACTION=Find&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ2=&P_SBJT_SBJ_CD=FISH&P_ENTY_ID_SEQ=
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MI: Conservation groups hail bill (12/23/16)  
 

…Senate Bill 1187, introduced by state Sen. Tom Casperson, R-Escanaba, restores the 
authority of the Natural Resources Commission to designate game species and issue 
fisheries orders with a requirement that they consider sound science, including a $1 
million appropriation to protect Michigan fisheries from aquatic invasive species like 
Asian carp, and the addition of wolves to the game species list….  
 

WA: Invasive species need to be on Legislative agenda (12/15/16)  
 
With invasive green crabs entering Puget Sound from the north and invasive mussels 
discovered in Montana to the east, the Legislature will be called on to make some critical 
funding decisions to ward off potential invaders…. 
 
Note: The 2015 Washington State Legislature directed the Washington Department of 
Fish and Wildlife and Recreation and Conservation Office to develop options for long 
term funding for the prevention and management of aquatic invasive species. The result 
was an April 2016 report that can be found HERE. The stakeholder group developed four 
consensus funding recommendations that fell into the categories of “Shared Investment”, 
“General Fund”, “Fee Based, User Funding”, and “Public Private Partnerships”.  A 
fact sheet was developed for the 2017 legislature (see the end of this AIS News for a 
copy).  
 
Legislation: An AIS bill has not yet been introduced (but is expected). Stay Tuned!! 

 
 

FEDERAL 
 

 
EPA: Pesticides; Certification of Pesticide Applicators (1/4/17) 
 

EPA is updating the existing regulation concerning the certification of applicators of 
restricted use pesticides (RUPs) in response to public comments received on the proposal 
and based on extensive stakeholder review of the existing regulation and its 
implementation since 1974. The final revised regulation will ensure Federal certification 
program standards adequately protect applicators, the public, and the environment from 
risks associated with use of RUPs. The final rule will improve the competency of 
certified applicators of RUPs, increase protection for noncertified applicators using RUPs 
under the direct supervision of a certified applicator through enhanced pesticide safety 
training and standards for supervision of noncertified applicators, and establish a 
minimum age requirement for certified and noncertified applicators using RUPs under 
the direct supervision of a certified applicator. Recognizing EPA's commitment to work 
more closely with Tribal governments to strengthen environmental protection in Indian 
country, the final rule will provide more practical options for establishing certification 
programs in Indian country. 

http://www.miningjournal.net/news/front-page-news/2016/12/conservation-groups-hail-bill/
http://pugetsoundblogs.com/waterways/2016/12/15/invasive-species-need-to-be-on-legislative-agenda/
http://www.invasivespecies.wa.gov/documents/AISFundingAdvisoryCommitteeFinalReport2016.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/01/04/2016-30332/pesticides-certification-of-pesticide-applicators
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Corp Issues Draft Letter, EA Outlining Cost-Share With States To Battle Invasive Mussels; 
Comments Due 1/12/17 
 

Federal cost-sharing could be available to help fund invasive species watercraft 
inspection stations in the four Northwest states in time for the spring boating season, 
according to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  The Corps released its draft integrated 
letter report and programmatic environmental assessment for public comment Friday, 
December 16, giving the public until January 12, 2017, to weigh in on the cost-share 
proposal….  

 
 
Related: Links to the draft Integrated Letter Report and Programmatic Environmental 
Assessment are available on the Walla Walla District website HERE. Comments must be 
e-mailed or postmarked no later than Thursday, Jan. 12, 2017.    

 
 

CONGRESS 
 
  
Aquaculture /GMO Bills Introduced by Don Young (1/3/17) 
 

Alaska Congressman Don Young was sworn into office today to begin his 23rd term as 
Alaska’s sole Member in the United States House of Representatives. Wasting no time, 
Young’s first Congressional action was introducing 38 pieces of legislation, including 
bills restricting EEZ aquaculture and genetically engineered fish:  

 
H.R.223 —To prohibit the Secretary of t:he Interior and the Secretary of Commerce from 
authorizing commercial finfish aquaculture operations in the Exclusive Economic Zone 
except in accordance with a law authorizing such action. 
 
H.R. 205 -- To require labeling of genetically engineered fish. 
 
H.R.206 —To prevent the escapement of genetically altered salmon in the United States, 
and for other purposes 
Young Bills --  
. 
H.R.204 —To amend the market name of genetically altered salmon in the United States, 
and for other purposes. 

 
 

 
 

MEETINGS 

http://www.cbbulletin.com/438123.aspx
http://www.cbbulletin.com/438123.aspx
http://www.nww.usace.army.mil/Missions/Environmental-Compliance/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/223?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22aquaculture%22%5D%7D&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/205
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/206?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22genetically%22%5D%7D&r=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/204?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22genetically%22%5D%7D&r=3
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JANUARY 

 
Idaho Noxious Weed Conference:  January 18-19, 2017 in Boise.   
 

 
FEBRUARY 

 
 
Invasive Species Council of BC's Public Forum & AGM, February 7-8 2016.  Call for 
Poster/Abstracts - Extended until Jan 19, 2017 
 
California State Lands Commission. Marine Invasive Species Program Workshop:  
Wednesday, February 22, 8:00am to 3:30pm, Shell Refinery Clubhouse, 1635 Pacheco Blvd, 
Martinez, California: PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED. For more information or to register 
contact: jonathan.thompson@slc.ca.gov. Registration must be submitted by February 17, 2017 
 
Canada: Meet peers from across Canada at the National Invasive Alien Species Forum in 
Ottawa, Feb 28 - Mar 2, 2017  
 

MARCH 
 
4th Annual Ballast Water Management Summit  -- March 6-8, 2017 in Long Beach, CA  
 
Western Aquatic Plant Management Society / Western Society of Weed Science:  March 13-16 
in Coeur d’Alene, ID.  http://www.wsweedscience.org/annual-meeting/  
 
Call for Abstracts: Iowa Invasive Species Conference 2017; March 28-29, 2017; Honey Creek 
Resort at Rathbun Lake, Moravia, IA 
 

An AIS session has been added to the list of potential sessions at the Missouri River Natural 
Resources Conference (MRNRC) taking place March 21-23, 2017, at the Lied Lodge in 
Nebraska City, NE   

ACI’s 17th Ballast Water Management Summit (3/29-30. 2017) will provide essential, expert 
guidance to shipowner/operators on how to prepare for and manage the BWT Systems in terms 
of installation and technical operations, as well as advice on compliance, PSC and regulation 
once the convention is in place. 

APRIL 

The next meeting of the Pacific Ballast Water Group will be April 12 & 13 in Portland, Oregon. 
Details to follow.  

MAY 

http://www.idahoweedcontrol.org/weedconference.html
http://bcinvasives.ca/news-events/events/invasives-2017-iscbc-forum-and-agm
mailto:jonathan.thompson@slc.ca.gov
http://canadainvasives.ca/news-events/save-the-date-3rd-national-invasive-alien-species-forum/about
http://infocastinc.com/event/ballast-water-management-summit/
http://www.wsweedscience.org/annual-meeting/
http://www.iowainvasives.org/
http://www.mrnrc2017.com/
http://www.mrnrc2017.com/
https://www.liedlodge.org/
http://www.wplgroup.com/aci/event/ballast-water-management-summit-usa/
http://www.westernais.org/pbwg
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We're heading to Detroit! Find out what's in store for IAGLR's 60th Annual Conference on Great 
Lakes Research, scheduled for May 15-19, 2017, in Detroit, Michigan. The theme for the 
conference is From Cities to Farms: Shaping Great Lakes Ecosystems. Sessions include -- 
Physiology and ecology of dreissenid mussels: adaptation, impacts, and control. ABSTRACTS 
DUE 1/15/17 
 

JUNE 

 Invasive Species Research Conference: Calling all invasive species researchers and 
practitioners! Thompson Rivers University and the Invasive Species Council of BC are excited 
to co-host the 2017 Invasive Species Research Conference - Turning Science into Action, being 
held in beautiful Kamloops, June 20 - 22, 2017 

 

SEPTEMBER 

Western Regional Panel on Aquatic Nuisance Species:  September  12-15, 2017 – San Diego, 
CA 

OCTOBER 

Save the Date: ICAIS - October 22-26, 2017 – Fort Lauderdale, Florida 

 

________________ 

TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org  

Past issues of AIS NEWS can be found @ http://www.westernais.org/   under the “News” tab.  

 

  

http://iaglr.org/iaglr2017/
http://iaglr.org/iaglr2017/
http://events.bcinvasives.ca/about-invasivespeciesresearchconference/?utm_source=ISCBC+Enews+Distribution&utm_campaign=39f90cc918-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2016_12_15&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c8b31b6095-39f90cc918-427117977
http://www.fws.gov/answest/
http://www.icais.org/
mailto:sphillips@psmfc.org
http://www.westernais.org/
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