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AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES NEWS 

3/22/16 

DREISSENID MUSSELS 

Lake Huron salmon decline tied to invasive mussel (3/20/16) 

……Computer modeling conducted by Yu-Chun Kao at the University of Michigan 

showed that while salmon predation on alewives and rainbow smelt was heavy into the 

1980s, salmon feeding alone wasn’t sufficient to obliterate the stock of forage fish on 

which the salmon depend. But when quagga mussels spread into Lake Huron, they 

filtered out and locked up nutrients that algae use to prosper…… 

Also See: Assessment of Top-Down and Bottom-Up Controls on the Collapse of 

Alewives (Alosa pseudoharengus) in Lake Huron (3/14/16, full article $$$) 

Commentary: Prediction - San Justo, Calif Will Never Reopen For Water Recreation (3/9/16) 

 

I don’t believe that taking the band aid off slowly will make this any easier.  It is obvious 

to me that the San Justo Reservoir, shuttered more than seven years ago for an infestation 

of zebra mussels, is never going to reopen for any water-related activities such as fishing 

or boating, and probably not for any public access to the water’s edge. The primary 

reason is that the system-wide threat posed by the highly invasive and deleterious zebra 

mussel far outweighs the recreational value the reservoir provides.  A simple cost-benefit 

analysis (cost includes risk) and the probable timelines will show that putting any money 

into restoring recreation at San Justo is a bad bet compared with using the same funds and 

time somewhere else in the county to provide and improve fishing and boating 

recreational facilities….. 

 

 

TX: Grant to help with zebra mussel research (3/8/16) 

 

Temple College student Devin Garcia received a $1,000 student research grant from the 

Texas Academy of Science. Garcia will use the grant to conduct a research study titled 

“Vertical distribution, colonization, and growth of the invasive zebra mussel in a 

http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/sports/2016/03/20/outdoors-lake-huron-salmon-decline.html
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10021-016-9969-y
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10021-016-9969-y
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://benitolink.com/commentary-prediction-san-justo-will-never-reopen-water-recreation&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoTNzU3NzY2MDQyNTQxNDM3NjkzMDIaODljOGJhZjdkMWZkNGJjMjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNGcv8NSXZ3W_L2xuzAI2lME1QxdGw
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://benitolink.com/commentary-prediction-san-justo-will-never-reopen-water-recreation&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoTNzU3NzY2MDQyNTQxNDM3NjkzMDIaODljOGJhZjdkMWZkNGJjMjpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNGcv8NSXZ3W_L2xuzAI2lME1QxdGw
http://www.tdtnews.com/news/article_e907967c-e59d-11e5-9552-df499bd3b395.html
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subtropical reservoir in Central Texas.” The study will take place this year at Lake 

Belton, which has seen an influx of zebra mussels since 2013….. 

 

Lake Powell: Invasive mussels on the loose (3/22/16) 

 

PAGE – Not too many years ago, Lake Powell was considered a sanctuary for boaters 

from quagga mussels, the boat-hitchhikers that were clogging other major Western 

waterways. Now authorities at Lake Powell are telling boaters to clean up before 

launching and after disembarking the nation’s second-largest artificial lake. The emphasis 

for the Aquatic Invasive Species program at Glen Canyon National Recreation Area is no 

longer prevention, but containment. In an update posted last Friday, Glen Canyon NRA 

reported the reproducing population of quagga mussels has spread from the southern end 

of the lake near Page as far north as the Escalante and San Juan arms…. 
 

 

BOAT INSPECTION/DECON NEWS 

 
 

OR: Invasive Quagga mussels stopped at the border (3/10/16)  

 

ONTARIO, Ore –Quagga mussels once again were prevented from entering Oregon and 

potentially causing millions in damage to our state’s water systems and ecosystems.   

Yesterday, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife technicians at the Ontario boat 

inspection station intercepted a Quagga mussel infested boat last used in Lake Havasu, 

Arizona which is plagued with these invaders….. 
 

Corps Awarded $4 Million for Invasive Species Boat Inspection Stations in Columbia Basin 

(3/18/16) 

 

…..“The Corps has informed the region we likely will only be able to use these cost-

shared funds at watercraft inspection stations that fall within the Columbia River basin,” 

Ruff said. “That leaves out some of the more crucial border inspection areas at the edge 

of the four states.”…. 

Province gears up to protect Alberta waters from invasive species (3/18/16) 

Hilo, Diesel and Seuss are strapping on their booties and vests for another busy 

watercraft inspection season  

WY:  Become a certified AIS inspector 

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department is offering trainings for members of the public 

to become a certified Wyoming Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) inspector…… 

 

http://azdailysun.com/news/local/invasive-mussels-on-the-loose-in-powell/article_ef45331a-59a6-5a74-b3b3-1bb16d6785d9.html
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/news/2016/03_march/031016c.asp
http://www.dfw.state.or.us/news/2016/03_march/031016c.asp
http://www.cbbulletin.com/436256.aspx
http://www.cbbulletin.com/436256.aspx
http://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=414156A983958-C23B-66BB-05A25B32839F0347
http://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=414156A983958-C23B-66BB-05A25B32839F0347
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/News/Become-a-certified-AIS-inspector
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/News/Become-a-certified-AIS-inspector
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Minnesota boaters will be affected by new North Dakota rules (3/15/16) 

 

BISMARCK – An emergency rule implemented last August that requires boaters to pull 

their drain plugs when entering North Dakota or exiting the Red River will be expanded 

statewide next month in an effort to prevent the spread of zebra mussels and other aquatic 

nuisance species…..  
 

CO: Boat inspections required to prevent spread of nuisance species (3/16/16) 

 

…."A zebra or quagga mussel infestation could make water delivery and infrastructure 

systems for homes, farms and businesses very expensive," according to Elizabeth Brown, 

CPW's invasive species coordinator. "Keeping Colorado's waters free of invasive species 

is also critical to providing high quality fishing and boating opportunities for our 

residents and visitors."…. 

 

 

ND expands boat plug rule statewide to prevent spread of zebra mussels (3/14/16) 

 

Bismarck – An emergency rule implemented last August that requires boaters to pull 

their drain plugs when entering North Dakota or exiting the Red River will be expanded 

statewide next month in an effort to prevent the spread of zebra mussels and other aquatic 

nuisance species…… 

 

MT: Boaters question FWP's proposed aquatic invasive species rules (3/15/16) 

 

 

Boaters could face new rules aimed at preventing the spread of aquatic invasive species, 

and Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks held its first of two nights of meetings on Tuesday 

to answer questions and solicit public comment on the proposals. One of the rules 

grabbed headlines recently due to amendments allowing FWP to temporarily impound 

high-risk boats or lock them to trailers preventing launching. The rule would allow drying 

time to kill any invasive zebra and quagga mussels attached to the boat -- the only way in 

certain boats with internal systems to ensure they are not inadvertently transplanted, 

according to FWP….. 
 

 

 

TSUNAMI ANNIVERSARY 
 

Japanese tsunami debris: It’s not the problem California feared (3/15/16)  

 

 

….“I expected much more,” said Eben Schwartz, marine debris program manager for the 

California Coastal Commission. “I thought we’d see a lot of boats washing up, like 

https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://www.wctrib.com/news/nation/3986930-minnesota-boaters-will-be-affected-new-north-dakota-rules&ct=ga&cd=CAEYCSoUMTEzMDQ5NTAyNDg1NjgzNjU0MzgyGjM2OTYyMGFlOTQ5NzA4MmM6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNFEGy53Yh-c29GyiX3KTgea9F2owg
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://www.wctrib.com/news/nation/3986930-minnesota-boaters-will-be-affected-new-north-dakota-rules&ct=ga&cd=CAEYCSoUMTEzMDQ5NTAyNDg1NjgzNjU0MzgyGjM2OTYyMGFlOTQ5NzA4MmM6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNFEGy53Yh-c29GyiX3KTgea9F2owg
http://www.reporterherald.com/lifestyles/recreation/ci_29647159/boat-inspections-required-prevent-spread-nuisance-species
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/news/north-dakota/3986631-nd-expands-boat-plug-rule-statewide-prevent-spread-zebra-mussels&ct=ga&cd=CAEYByoSODkyNTc1MzU1NjE3MzU3MzcxMhozNjk2MjBhZTk0OTcwODJjOmNvbTplbjpVUw&usg=AFQjCNGbOoimZjVGC7jeZoOArvDl1_U6wA
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://www.thedickinsonpress.com/news/north-dakota/3986631-nd-expands-boat-plug-rule-statewide-prevent-spread-zebra-mussels&ct=ga&cd=CAEYByoSODkyNTc1MzU1NjE3MzU3MzcxMhozNjk2MjBhZTk0OTcwODJjOmNvbTplbjpVUw&usg=AFQjCNGbOoimZjVGC7jeZoOArvDl1_U6wA
http://helenair.com/news/natural-resources/boaters-question-fwp-s-proposed-aquatic-invasive-species-rules/article_34d33e5a-65a7-59ea-b0c3-41b8d8e781d8.html
http://www.montereyherald.com/general-news/20160315/japanese-tsunami-debris-its-not-the-problem-california-feared/3
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Oregon and Washington have. I was concerned that large amounts of Styrofoam would 

hit our coast, like they have in Alaska. But we’ve been fairly untouched.”… 

 

 

Invasive Species Doubts Five Years after Japan's Tsunami (3/10/16)  
 

Five years after a massive earthquake struck Japan and triggered a tsunami that is still 

washing debris onto the West Coast of the United States, scientists are unsure whether 

any of the 200-plus non-native species that hitchhiked over on that debris have gained a 

foothold in Northwest waters….. 

 

Has Oregon Coast Dodged the Bullet on Invasive Species? (3/10/16) 

 

(Oregon Coast) – Scientists are still wondering if any invasive species from Japan has 

gained a foothold on the Oregon coast, some five years after the tsunami from the 2011 

earthquake in Japan caused an inundation of life-covered debris to wash up here. So far, 

over 200 species of sea creatures have been discovered – still alive – on the objects 

shuffled across the Pacific…. 

 

MARINE 
 

 

Barnacles make Pacific's plastic trash inviting home, could hitch a ride to Monterey Bay (3/5/16) 

 

Santa Cruz - Marine critters have trouble living on the smooth, slippery pieces of plastic 

bobbing in the ocean. Barnacles help give them a foothold. But that could be a problem. 

Colonized plastic can carry marine life thousands of miles, potentially adding to the 

invasive species that already infect the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary.…  

“Super Sucker” targets highly invasive Sargassum in Southern California 

A NOAA Fisheries pilot project to test targeted control of a highly invasive brown alga 

off southern California’s Catalina Island using a giant underwater vacuum tube known as 

the “Super Sucker” is yielding promising results, say scientists leading the project. Last 

year research divers tested the efficacy of the Super Sucker in removing dense mats of 

the alga Sargassum horneri in several plots off Catalina Island. The method knocked 

down the Sargassum enough that when divers returned this year they found fewer plants 

growing in the test plots than in untreated control plots, said Adam Obaza of the West 

Coast Region’s Protected Resources Division in Long Beach…..  

 

Distribution patterns of the non-native seaweeds Sargassum horneri and Undaria pinnatifida on 

the San Diego and Pacific coast of North America (3/14/16)   

http://maritime-executive.com/features/invasive-species-doubts-five-years-after-japans-tsunami
http://www.beachconnection.net/news/invasdeb031016_825.php
http://www.mercurynews.com/central-coast/ci_29602841/barnacles-make-pacifics-plastic-trash-inviting-home-could
http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/stories/2016/11_03112016_super_sucker.html
http://www.aquaticinvasions.net/2016/ACCEPTED/AI_2016_Kaplanis_etal_correctedproof.pdf
http://www.aquaticinvasions.net/2016/ACCEPTED/AI_2016_Kaplanis_etal_correctedproof.pdf
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Here we report the occurrence of the two non-native brown macroalgal species 

Sargassum horneri and Undaria pinnatifida in San Diego County and describe 

expansions in their ranges and new invasions on the California and Baja California 

coasts. Both species have exhibited characteristics of successful invaders: establishing in 

new areas, spreading locally, and persisting through multiple generations in areas that 

have been invaded. These species now occur primarily in harbors, but have also invaded 

open coast sites, suggesting that they can invade areas with relatively high wave action 

and with well-established native benthic communities. The rapid and uncontrolled spread 

of these species to date has serious implications for their expansion along the west coast 

of North America. The ecological and economic consequences of these invasions require 

further research. 

 

Special Issue:  Proceedings of the 5th International Invasive Sea Squirt Conference  

(October 29–31, 2014, Woods Hole, USA) (March 2016) 
 

 Articles include: 

  

1. Introduction to the proceedings of the 5th International Invasive Sea Squirt Conference, 

2014  

2. Biodiversity of ascidians in a heterogeneous bay from southeastern Brazil  

3. Rapid Assessment Survey of introduced ascidians in a region with many marinas in the 

southwest Atlantic Ocean, Brazil  

4. Surveys for non-indigenous tunicate species in Newfoundland, Canada (2006 – 2014): a 

first step towards understanding impact and control  

5. Quantifying the ecological impact of invasive tunicates to shallow coastal water systems  

6. Floating docks in tropical environments - a reservoir for the opportunistic ascidian 

Herdmania momus  

7. Distribution and diversity of tunicates utilizing eelgrass as substrate in the western North 

Atlantic between 39° and 47° north latitude (New Jersey to Newfoundland)  

8. Wild and cultured edible tunicates: a review  

9. Post-metamorphic attachment by solitary ascidian Ciona intestinalis juveniles from 

Newfoundland and Labrador, Canada  

10. Too cold for invasions? Contrasting patterns of native and introduced ascidians in 

subantarctic and temperate Chile  

11. The development of a rapid response plan to control the spread of the solitary invasive 

tunicate, Ciona intestinalis  in Newfoundland and Labrador, Canada  

12. Treatments to eradicate invasive tunicate fouling from blue mussel seed and aquaculture 

socks  

13. Alternative menthol sources for ascidian relaxation  

14. Observations of recruitment and colonization by tunicates and associated invertebrates 

using giant one-meter² recruitment plates at Woods Hole, Massachusetts  

 

 

 

Sweden Aims to Ban American Lobster Imports (3/18/16) 

http://www.reabic.net/journals/mbi/2016/Issue1.aspx
http://www.reabic.net/journals/mbi/2016/Issue1.aspx
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://www.nbcwashington.com/news/national-international/Sweden-Aims-to-Ban-American-Lobster-Imports-372622242.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYCSoTMzkyMDcwNTQ2Nzc4NDk0NTQ2NjIaMzY5NjIwYWU5NDk3MDgyYzpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNE-YBajX_cpyhydi1RL-6nWVwFUyA
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Maine lobsters could be labeled an "invasive species" in Europe if the EU approves a petition 

from Sweden, which seeks to ban live lobster exports to Europe…. 

 

 

BALLAST WATER/BIOFOULING 
 

BWM Convention – will logic prevail? (3/11/16) 

 

…The complexity of the issues that underlie the Convention, which has faced and continues to 

face stubborn criticism, means that the slow progress in ratification is hardly surprising. Member 

States have now finally realised that the implementation of the Convention is harder than they 

initially thought 12 years ago, with some of them having adopted a cautious ‘’wait and see 

approach’’. .. 

 
 

Mini-review: Assessing the drivers of ship biofouling management – aligning industry and 

biosecurity goals (3/1/16)  

 

Biofouling exerts a frictional and cost penalty on ships and is a direct cause of invasion 

by marine species. These negative consequences provide a unifying purpose for the 

maritime industry and biosecurity managers to prevent biofouling accumulation and 

transfer, but important gaps exist between these sectors. This mini-review examines the 

approach to assessments of ship biofouling among sectors (industry, biosecurity and 

marine science) and the implications for existing and emerging management of 

biofouling. The primary distinctions between industry and biosecurity in assessment of 

vessels biofouling revolve around the resolution of biological information collected and 

the specific wetted surface areas of primary concern to each sector. The morphological 

characteristics of biofouling and their effects on propulsion dynamics are of primary 

concern to industry, with an almost exclusive focus on the vertical sides and flat bottom 

of hulls and an emphasis on antifouling and operational performance. In contrast, the 

identity, biogeography, and ecology of translocated organisms is of highest concern to 

invasion researchers and biosecurity managers and policymakers, especially as it relates 

to species with known histories of invasion elsewhere. Current management practices 

often provide adequate, although not complete, provision for hull surfaces, but niche 

areas are well known to enhance biosecurity risk. As regulations to prevent invasions 

emerge in this arena, there is a growing opportunity for industry, biosecurity and 

academic stakeholders to collaborate and harmonize efforts to assess and manage 

biofouling of ships that should lead to more comprehensive biofouling solutions that 

promote industry goals while reducing biosecurity risk and greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

FISH 
 

Calif: The Policy of Predation (3/21/16)  
 

Many of California’s native salmonid populations are in various states of decline due to a 

wide array of environmental stressors. These stressors are commonly categorized as the 

https://www.ukchamberofshipping.com/latest/blog-bwm-convention-will-logic-prevail/
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/08927014.2016.1149572#abstract
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/08927014.2016.1149572#abstract
http://fishbio.com/field-notes/the-fish-report/the-policy-of-predation
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four H’s: Habitat, Hydropower, Harvest, and Hatcheries. Increasing temperatures due to 

climate change and the effects of California’s long-standing drought pose additional 

threats to salmonids throughout the Central Valley and Sacramento-San Joaquin Bay 

Delta region. While addressing most of these issues poses a sizable challenge, limiting 

another threat is well within reach: managing the predation of juvenile salmon by non-

native species. As water managers try to balance the needs of both humans and the 

environment, policy makers have begun to take a hard look at the cost of predation and 

its effect on native fish populations. Recently, a subcommittee of the U.S. House of 

Representatives met in Washington D.C. to discuss the impacts of predation. FISHBIO 

President Doug Demko was invited to provide testimony on the conflicting federal 

statutes that govern native and endangered fish species….. 
 
 

Malheur Refuge Occupation Gave Invasive Fish Species a Leg up (3/14/16) 

 

Work is resuming at the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, but there’s a lot of catching 

up to do. Employees had to stay away during the 41-day armed occupation. During that 

time, some critical work on controlling the common carp got missed.  The carp is an 

invasive species that really messes up bird habitat on Malheur Lake. Linda Beck is a fish 

biologist at the refuge. She says they were planning to divert water away from the lake 

and catch thousands of pounds of carp before they got there. But that was supposed to 

happen in January; then, the occupation got underway…… 

 

BC: Unusual fish found near shores of Shuswap Lake startles residents, government officials 

(3/7/16)  

 

…. Concerns were alleviated when the fish was identified as a Bichir, an African species 

similar in appearance to a Snakehead, but unlikely to survive in the local climate for very 

long. Bichirs are aquarium fish and can be bought online and in pet stores. They are 

currently not listed as an aquatic invasive species in Canada, Boyle says…..  

 

 

EPA approves pheromone pesticide for invasive lampreys (3/14/16) 

 

The effort to control invasive sea lampreys in the Great Lakes and their waterways has a 

new arrow in the quiver following the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s approval 

of a new biopesticide….. 

 

Related Link: A Lampricide Treatment: Up-Close  

 
 

Calif: Whale Rock’s struggling steelhead trout get a biologist’s help (3/7/16) 

 

 …… But the biggest threat facing the trout is invasive nonnative fish species such as 

bluegill, bullhead catfish and, most importantly, Sacramento suckers. These invasive fish 

compete with the steelhead for food and spawning habitat…. 
 

http://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=399874
http://ijpr.org/post/malheur-refuge-occupation-gave-invasive-fish-species-leg#stream/0
http://infotel.ca/newsitem/unusual-fish-found-near-shores-of-shuswap-lake-startles-residents-government-officials/it28439
http://infotel.ca/newsitem/unusual-fish-found-near-shores-of-shuswap-lake-startles-residents-government-officials/it28439
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bichir
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://www.candgnews.com/news/epa-approves-pheromone-pesticide-invasive-lampreys-91109&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBCoSODkyNTc1MzU1NjE3MzU3MzcxMhozNjk2MjBhZTk0OTcwODJjOmNvbTplbjpVUw&usg=AFQjCNFuody7w76wEsY9FgcKNUJzk_6qsg
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://www.candgnews.com/news/epa-approves-pheromone-pesticide-invasive-lampreys-91109&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBCoSODkyNTc1MzU1NjE3MzU3MzcxMhozNjk2MjBhZTk0OTcwODJjOmNvbTplbjpVUw&usg=AFQjCNFuody7w76wEsY9FgcKNUJzk_6qsg
http://www.glfc.org/eforum/article17.html
http://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/article64673757.html
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Council Approves Funding For Two Fish Projects, At Lower Levels (3/7/16) 

……..The Northwest Power and Conservation Council has said "yes" to additional 

funding for northern pike suppression and research on the ocean survival of juvenile 

salmon, but at lower levels than requested. ...  

 

National Geographic: Fishermen Battle Invasive 'Frankenfish' Snakeheads (3/17/16) 

…..When snakeheads were first discovered in a pond in Maryland in 2002, the 

public panicked. People feared the big, voracious Asian fish would gobble up 

native species and take over local waterways. Since then, those fears have proven 

to be only partially correct….. 

  

AQUACULTURE 
 

Nothing to Stop Cobia Becoming Invasive in East Pacific, says Scientist (3/16/16) 

 

Panama - Scientists from the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute have responded to 

claims that their recent comments over the invasive potential of cobia are “absolute 

nonsense". Following a mass escape of juveniles from a seacage on the coast of Ecuador, 

where Cobia mariculture recently began, a press release from the Smithsonian Tropical 

Research Institute, Panama, noted the potential for it to become an invasive species with 

adverse ecological consequences in the East Pacific. 

 

Related Story: More Testing Needed Before Condemning Ecuador's Escaped Farmed 

Cobia an Environmental Threat (3/16/15) More scientific research is needed to 

understand the perceived threat of escaped farmed cobia in Pacific waters around Central 

and South America according to a leading aquaculture researcher. In February, Peru, 

Ecuador and Panama all issued warnings about the escapement of an unknown number of 

farmed cobia from a pen in Ecuadorian waters.  Officials said cobia’s carnivorous nature 

could pose an invasive threat to Latin America’s marine ecosystems. Comparisons were 

made to the spread of lionfish in Gulf of Mexico and southeast Atlantic Ocean waters 

….[Subscription Required] 

 

OTHER 
 

TX: Record Effort Ramps Up To Stop Exotic Invaders Threatening Texas Waters (3/15/16) 

 

 

Austin – They blanket waterways and block boating, fishing and swimming, crowd out 

native species, spoil rivers and lakes, and clog power plant and municipal water pipes. 

They don’t belong here, yet more are coming all the time, spreading like a plague across 

http://www.newsdata.com/fishletter/355/13story.html
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2016/03/160317-snakeheads-potomac-river-chesapeake-bay-invasive-species-fish/
http://www.thefishsite.com/fishnews/27315/nothing-to-stop-cobia-becoming-invasive-in-east-pacific-says-scientist/
http://www.thefishsite.com/fishnews/27175/scientists-call-for-alert-as-escaped-cobia-spread/
http://www.seafoodnews.com/Story/1011669/More-Testing-Needed-Before-Condemning-Ecuadors-Escaped-Farmed-Cobia-an-Environmental-Threat
http://www.seafoodnews.com/Story/1011669/More-Testing-Needed-Before-Condemning-Ecuadors-Escaped-Farmed-Cobia-an-Environmental-Threat
http://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/releases/?req=20160315a
http://tpwd.texas.gov/newsmedia/releases/?req=20160315a
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the state. The good news: record funding approved by the Texas Legislature is launching 

new fronts in the war on aquatic invasive species. This year and next, the Texas Parks 

and Wildlife Department is ramping up an unprecedented effort to control and stop the 

spread of aquatic invasive plants and creatures, attacking a seemingly ever-increasing 

hydra of threats, from giant salvinia and zebra mussels covering Texas lakes, to giant 

reed and saltcedar smothering rivers and streams, to exotic fish that compete with Texas 

natives and alter natural ecosystems….. 
 

 

 

UW scientists say invasive species impacts much worse than thought (3/21/16)  

 

A new study shows the economic and ecological impact of invasive species in the Great 

Lakes has been dramatically underestimated. In fact, according to researchers at the 

University of Wisconsin—Madison, a single non-native species in a single inland lake 

has racked up $80 million to $163 million in damage. The findings suggest a need to 

recalculate the cost of invasive species. “Our study indicates that previous attempts to put 

a price tag on invasive species impacts haven’t come close to the true cost,” says Jake 

Walsh, a Ph.D. candidate at the UW Center for Limnology and lead author of the report, 

published in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences and can be found 

HERE…. [Full article = $$$$] 
 

Divers can help stop aquatic invasive species (3/15/16) 

 

…..Divers can accidently spread zebra mussels and other AIS when they get caught in the 

folds and seams of diving suits and in the nooks and crannies of equipment. Once they 

are introduced to new areas, these nonnative species lack predators, parasites, diseases 

and other means of control that stop them from dominating their new environment. This 

is true for plants as well as animals. The negative impacts to the environment far 

outweigh any positive benefits…. 

 

Invasive frogs starting to shatter California's quiet nights (3/11/16)  

 

About a dozen scientists and volunteers were hunting through the foliage of a tropical 

plant nursery recently in Torrance. Their prey, the tiny yellow-brown coqui frog, had 

invaded the business a couple years ago. The researchers were trying to capture as many 

frogs as they could to get a sense of how well the frogs were reproducing…. 
 
 

AZ:  A population of invasive bullfrogs appears to have experienced a resurgence at a pond near 

Kachina Village (3/16/16) 

 

Bullfrogs were initially found in Raymond Pond, located at Raymond County Park near 

Kachina Village, in June 2015. At that time wildlife officials removed as many animals 

as they could find. But within the past month, officials with Coconino County, the 

Arizona Game and Fish Department and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service detected both 

http://news.wisc.edu/uw-scientists-say-invasive-species-impacts-much-worse-than-thought/
http://www.pnas.org/content/early/2016/03/16/1600366113.abstract?sid=91fc414e-e5e4-4dce-af2f-37a7c9f9fc99
http://www.goerie.com/article/20160315/NIE04/303159934/divers-can-help-stop-aquatic-invasive-species
http://www.scpr.org/news/2016/03/11/58140/invasive-frogs-starting-to-shatter-california-s-qu/
http://azdailysun.com/news/local/invasive-bullfrogs-surge-in-kachina-village-area-pond/article_f86da5f5-bc20-5484-83b1-373910290e0a.html
http://azdailysun.com/news/local/invasive-bullfrogs-surge-in-kachina-village-area-pond/article_f86da5f5-bc20-5484-83b1-373910290e0a.html
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tadpoles and adult bullfrogs at the pond, confirming the presence of breeding pairs, said 

Larry Phoenix, Flagstaff field supervisor with the Arizona Game and Fish Department. 
 

 
Does water chemistry limit the distribution of New Zealand mud snails in Redwood National 

Park? (2016) 

 

 

New Zealand mud snails (NZMS) are exotic mollusks present in many waterways of the 

western United States. In 2009, NZMS were detected in Redwood Creek in Redwood 

National Park, CA. Although NZMS are noted for their ability to rapidly increase in 

abundance and colonize new areas, after more than 5 years in Redwood Creek, their 

distribution remains limited to a ca. 300 m reach. Recent literature suggests that low 

specific conductivity and environmental calcium can limit NZMS distribution. We 

conducted laboratory experiments, exposing NZMS collected from Redwood Creek to 

both natural waters and artificial treatment solutions, to determine if low conductivity and 

calcium concentration limit the distribution of NZMS in Redwood National Park. For 

natural water exposures, we held NZMS in water from their source location (conductivity 

135 μS/cm, calcium 13 mg/L) or water from four other locations in the Redwood Creek 

watershed encompassing a range of conductivity (77–158 μS/cm) and calcium 

concentration (<5–13 mg/L). For exposures in treatment solutions, we manipulated both 

conductivity (range 20–200 μS/cm) and calcium concentration (range <5–17.5 mg/L) in a 

factorial design. Response variables measured included mortality and reproductive 

output. Adult NZMS survived for long periods (>4 months) in the lowest conductivity 

waters from Redwood Creek and all but the lowest-conductivity treatment solutions, 

regardless of calcium concentration. However, reproductive output was very low in all 

natural waters and all low-calcium treatment solutions. Our results suggest that water 

chemistry may inhibit the spread of NZMS in Redwood National Park by reducing their 

reproductive output. 

 

 

 

CT: Newly discovered species of “rock snot” unique to Farmington River (3/10/16) 

 

Barkhamsted – Biologists in Connecticut have discovered a new species of “rock snot” 

that is unique to a half mile stretch of the Farmington River. “So far in the world this is 

the only place. It’s the first time that this species has been found,” said Mike Beauchene, 

Supervising Fisheries Biologist with the Connecticut Department of Energy and 

Environmental Protection….. 

 

WEEDS 
 

MT:  Weed Petition Period 

 

https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/70168923
https://pubs.er.usgs.gov/publication/70168923
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://fox61.com/2016/03/10/newly-discovered-species-of-rock-snot-unique-to-farmington-river/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYByoTNzE1OTE1MDE0MDk3MzIzODQyMDIaMzY5NjIwYWU5NDk3MDgyYzpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNEx3nR4RqKvnAfr6J56MTr1lUAVkA
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://fox61.com/2016/03/10/newly-discovered-species-of-rock-snot-unique-to-farmington-river/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYByoTNzE1OTE1MDE0MDk3MzIzODQyMDIaMzY5NjIwYWU5NDk3MDgyYzpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNEx3nR4RqKvnAfr6J56MTr1lUAVkA
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Petitions for new plants to be added the Montana Noxious Weed List are being accepted 

until September 31, 2016. Visit agr.mt.gov/agr/Programs/Weeds/ for more information or 

contact Dave Burch at 406,444-3140 or dburch@mt.gov 

 

  

 

JOBS/POSITIONS/GRANTS 
 

WI: Aquatic Invasive Species Outreach Specialist (50%) Environmental Resources Center 

 

Institution: University of Wisconsin Extension - Extension  

Location: Madison, WI  

Category: Admin - Extension and Outreach 

Application Due: 04/05/2016  

Type: Adjunct/Part-Time  

Salary: $21,100 to $24,000 USD Per Year  
 

Aquatic Invasive Species Technician – Wyoming 

Agency: Wyoming Game and Fish Department 

Location: Statewide 

Job Category: Temporary/Seasonal Positions; Up to forty-three (43), 5-month AWEC 

positions will work on watercraft inspection crews throughout Wyoming. 

Salary: $13.39/hour 

Start Date: 04/25/2016 

Last Date to Apply: Open until Filled 
 

TRAININGS/WEBINARS 

Planning & Executing Successful Rotenone & Antimycin Projects 

 

Registration is now open for Planning & Executing Successful Rotenone & Antimycin 

Projects, a 4 1/2-day training course for biologists who manage the planning and 

execution of rotenone or antimycin projects. The course is scheduled for May 23-27 at 

Utah State University. 

 

Tuition: $1,200 ($1,100 AFS members) 

Registration Deadline: April 22, 2016 

 

 

ELI Invasive Species Seminar Series: Tackling Invasive Species at the Landscape Level: 

Lessons Learned from South Florida and the Everglades 

 

 

http://lists.mt.gov/t/4298296/817112/42/8/
mailto:dburch@mt.gov
https://www.higheredjobs.com/search/details.cfm?JobCode=176228602&Title=Aquatic%20Invasive%20Species%20Outreach%20Specialist%20%2850%25%29%20Environmental%20Resources%20Center
http://www.uwex.edu/
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/wyoming/jobs/1352395/ataw99-04091-aquatic-invasive-species-ais-technicians-statewide
https://u1858338.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=2T-2FZSiLbhl8A-2Bj4BgL4YEa-2BsGqXqudaYPSg4tCUBeU-2FSy6eLStuhoU53AimaYv8bicNsb5coU4eWpXhylVCgtrNJe0itQlCtXOM0Q0gNdE7QRH8UUmDC16AZJHNraeG-2B-2FAaUObq-2Bj4hC1lGOPYRyaIiQtp-2F-2Ft6rBV-2F3K4zvaobmLfL69iPWwWjOozXpSo-2FM7WtOYbpmmpVvApAD4gGorM5kzSV-2BixL2MeKty1atZg5FYzgGg8rUnoEMNkWGG9FqbXjSYIiU3J1FlbQ8ERaAsQT-2BKAebL9fkOlHGxS4e3PAAhOilxD6VzsOAPjm-2BGpWAm1te-2Bbrrs3Oc6wiR5jmXbc531-2BT3qVPD-2BCEra61tI3-2B6WueOUAtMpuuDu01IDMmXj_X9mAFA6ea7hruqTTaQJqCj54kr39w6N-2Bx1xypHHGXkD-2FKpPE528UDFhmnIaUKcfS3sTZ0WBM4N6ePCNfDC-2F1UMa4eceeqyx-2BwwAPUkN768jLjoxKurq2uhRSrU30JyVVKEROwH58HvD5tAMceKsM-2Besq4V455SB0463aelC-2BHRTvoxKpETPPmlAiHb-2FKgKILasGc1fjmW8e9Bh0TlYrqSQ-3D-3D
https://u1858338.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=2T-2FZSiLbhl8A-2Bj4BgL4YEa-2BsGqXqudaYPSg4tCUBeU-2FSy6eLStuhoU53AimaYv8bicNsb5coU4eWpXhylVCgtrNJe0itQlCtXOM0Q0gNdE7QRH8UUmDC16AZJHNraeG-2B-2FAaUObq-2Bj4hC1lGOPYRyaIiQtp-2F-2Ft6rBV-2F3K4zvaobmLfL69iPWwWjOozXpSo-2FM7WtOYbpmmpVvApAD4gGorM5kzSV-2BixL2MeKty1atZg5FYzgGg8rUnoEMNkWGG9FqbXjSYIiU3J1FlbQ8ERaAsQT-2BKAebL9fkOlHGxS4e3PAAhOilxD6VzsOAPjm-2BGpWAm1te-2Bbrrs3Oc6wiR5jmXbc531-2BT3qVPD-2BCEra61tI3-2B6WueOUAtMpuuDu01IDMmXj_X9mAFA6ea7hruqTTaQJqCj54kr39w6N-2Bx1xypHHGXkD-2FKpPE528UDFhmnIaUKcfS3sTZ0WBM4N6ePCNfDC-2F1UMa4eceeqyx-2BwwAPUkN768jLjoxKurq2uhRSrU30JyVVKEROwH58HvD5tAMceKsM-2Besq4V455SB0463aelC-2BHRTvoxKpETPPmlAiHb-2FKgKILasGc1fjmW8e9Bh0TlYrqSQ-3D-3D
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/381713426876194818
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/381713426876194818
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South Florida is an intensively managed environment, in which federal and state agencies 

work to balance protection and recovery of the Everglades ecosystem with human 

activities, such as water flows and flood control. A wide range of invasive plants and 

animals, including the Burmese python, Brazilian pepper, Nile monitors, and melaleuca, 

have become established, and new…Read more 

 

Date: March 31, 2016; 2 PM – 4 PM ET (registration required) 

 

 

 

 

FEDERAL/STATE/PROVINCIAL  

LEGISLATION, ACTIONS 
 

 

STATE 
 

 

AK: House approves bill fighting "rock vomit" and other invasive species (3/18/16) 

 

The Alaska House has voted 26-7 in favor of a bill that aims to fight invasive species in 

Alaska’s waters. House Bill 38, brought by Rep. Paul Seaton, R-Homer, allows the 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game to combat sudden outbreaks of invasive species 

that could endanger Alaska’s native wildlife….. 
 

Washington Invasive Species Council Reauthorization Vetoed (3/10/16) 

 

On 3/10 Governor Inslee vetoed SB 6162 (HB 2331) which would have reauthorized and 

extended the Washington Invasive Species Council (WISC) and the Invasive Species 

Account to 2022. SB 6162 passed 49-0 and HB 2331 passed 96-1. The expiration of 

WISC is currently set for 2017. The Legislature first established the Invasive Species 

Council in 2006 to help minimize the effects of harmful invasive species, serve as a 

forum for identifying and understanding the issues involving invasive species, facilitate 

joint planning and cooperation, educate the public, and provide policy advice to the 

Legislature. The Invasive Species Account is used to carry out the purposes of the 

Council.  

 

The WISC bill veto was a result of Governor’s threat to veto the bills that were on his 

desk if the Legislature did not pass a budget by sine die – and he made good on that 

threat by vetoing 27 of the 37 bills (all Senate bills). Unfortunately, the invasives bill was 

one of the 27. Go  HERE  for further background.  

 

NOW WHAT: The WISC has one more year to get the 5-year extension. There may be a 

chance still to pass the reauthorization in the special session (the House version 2331 

could be resurrected), but this is uncertain at best. 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/381713426876194818
http://juneauempire.com/state/2016-03-18/house-approves-bill-fighting-invasive-species
http://juneauempire.com/state/2016-03-18/house-approves-bill-fighting-invasive-species
http://www.akleg.gov/basis/Bill/Detail/?Root=HB%20%2038
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=6162&year=2015
http://www.capitolrecord.org/2016/03/special-session-underway-after-legislature-adjourns-without-supplemental-budget/
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ID: Bill to double boat-sticker fee for invasive species withdrawn; turns out increase wasn’t 

needed (3/15/16)  

 

Forget about that legislation that sought to double the fees for required invasive species 

stickers that Idaho sells for motorized and non-motorized boats each year to help fund its 

program to target invasive mussels and milfoil. Rep. Marc Gibbs, R-Grace, sponsor of 

HB 594, asked the House Resources Committee this afternoon to kill the bill, and they 

obliged unanimously….. 

 

Related Story: 'Worst-case scenario:' Lack of funding for Franklin County boat stations 

may disrupt recreation (3/15/16) 

 

 

FEDERAL 

 

Appropriations Process Slated to Move Forward in House, Senate (3/18/16) 

 

The process of drafting appropriations bills appears set to move ahead in the House and 

Senate despite uncertainty as to whether either chamber will pass a fiscal 2017 budget 

resolution. On Thursday, House Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) said the 

budget blueprint reported out of committee on Wednesday won’t go to the floor for a 

vote until after lawmakers return next month from their spring recess that starts next 

week. Nevertheless, Republican leaders say the House will take up all 12 spending bills, 

reported CQ Roll Call……………. 

 
 

MEETINGS 
 

APRIL  

 

The Montana Invasive Species Advisory Council (MISAC) is hosting an Invasive Species 

Summit April 12-13, 2016, at the Gateway Center in Helena. The event is intended to engage 

stakeholders in an in-depth dialogue and examination of prevention, detection, rapid response, 

and management of invasive species in Montana. For further information contact Stephanie 

Hester, shester@mt.gov.  
 

 

ICAIS: 19th International Conference on Aquatic Invasive Species Winnipeg, Manitoba, 

Canada; April 10-14, 2016.  

 

 

MAY 

The Aquatic Ecosystem Health and Management Society Marine & Freshwater Invasive Species 

Ecology, Impact and Management, Buenos Aires, Argentina, May 2-4, 2016. 

http://www.spokesman.com/blogs/boise/2016/mar/15/bill-double-boat-sticker-fee-invasive-species-withdrawn-turns-out-increase-wasnt-needed/
http://www.spokesman.com/blogs/boise/2016/mar/15/bill-double-boat-sticker-fee-invasive-species-withdrawn-turns-out-increase-wasnt-needed/
http://www.legislature.idaho.gov/legislation/2016/H0594.htm
http://news.hjnews.com/allaccess/worst-case-scenario-lack-of-funding-for-franklin-county-boat/article_d121a3f7-84dc-502a-988b-33f61364ab65.html
http://news.hjnews.com/allaccess/worst-case-scenario-lack-of-funding-for-franklin-county-boat/article_d121a3f7-84dc-502a-988b-33f61364ab65.html
http://defensecommunities.org/blog/congress-dod/appropriations-process-slated-to-move-forward-in-house-senate/
http://defensecommunities.org/blog/congress-dod/appropriations-process-slated-to-move-forward-in-house-senate/
http://dnrc.mt.gov/divisions/cardd/MISAC
mailto:shester@mt.gov
http://www.icais.org/
http://conferences.aehms.org/mfis-argentina/
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14th Ballast Water Management Conference: Date: 4th May 2016 - 5th May 2016 Location: 

Baltimore - MD - USA  

 

ANS Task Force, National Meeting, May 4-6, 2016, Traverse City, Michigan 

 

 

100th Meridian Initiative’s Columbia River Basin Team:  May 24 & 25, Spokane, Washington.  

 

  JULY 

 

15th Ballast Water Management Summit Date: 13th July 2016 - 14th July 2016 Location: 

Singapore 
 
 

PNWER 26th Annual Summit – July 17-21 Calgary, AB 

 

AUGUST 

 

Oregon Invasive Species Cook-off 2016 Saturday August 27, 2016, Corvallis, OR 

 

 

OCTOBER 
 

The Northern Rockies Invasive Plants Council is holding a conference October 17-20, 2016, in 

Boise, ID.  

Western Regional Panel on Aquatic Nuisance Species:  October 19-21, 2016 - Jackson, WY 

Upper Midwest Invasive Species Conference: October 17-19 2016 La Crosse, Wisconsin. 

Abstracts are now being accepted through the UMISC website. Only abstracts submitted through 

the website will be considered. Deadline: Monday, April 4, 2016 

 

NOVEMBER  

36th Annual Symposium of the North American Lake Management Society November 1 - 4, 

2016;  Banff Springs Hotel, Banff, Canada. The Call for Abstracts is Now Open!  Submission 

Deadline: May 6, 2016. Click here for details. 
 

________________ 

TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org  

Past issues of AIS NEWS can be found @ http://www.westernais.org/   under the “News” tab.  

http://www.wplgroup.com/aci/event/ballast-water-management-summit-usa/
http://www.anstaskforce.gov/Meetings/2016_May/default.php
http://www.wplgroup.com/aci/event/15th-ballast-water-management-summit/
http://www.pnwer.org/
http://appliedeco.org/eradication-by-mastication/2016-invasive-species-cook-off/?utm_content=&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=2016%26nbsp%3BIAE%20Invasive%20Species%20Cook-Off&utm_campaign=Save%20The%20Date%3A%20Invasive%20Species%20Cook-off%2C%20Aug%2027%2C%202016content
http://www.nripc.org/
http://www.fws.gov/answest/
http://www.umisc.net/?utm_source=UMISC+2016+La+Crosse+Save+the+Date&utm_campaign=umisc+2016+save+the+date&utm_medium=email
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e1GBaykXgW1IzrxK_0HWVCz2xzyFbBfLhL9a0akhrseM2cooAHsRVUqi_YdUkyNCXRsJfy1T0bCDPo14bUFly99qVQ7ELAybmorAHRbQ9UCJWdTaYC_z6JGLuSBhHkobJn3Doeo7jR8Th_gIY1JihYxSFlkr3i-RFDONC1Urmq0S4eScMsCN3Hfo4NYPtjxi-znEUrfSe71oQr66jvVERmJnmNJnE6Bz4i-YLIjFeLVxw64c4ZRtCslY8ZwKHzn4zGNCds4uez_mrvqj8xdH_thCpZ6WVVSH8r8INaupOo_ppaJQ17Zwjh73xrChsaZD2Pz1R3Ifp8DZiLd1WZWxUJGe3vm_u7El&c=o-jgV3dCmn8llzSj8WutpEsNxLwN6jVupEe0QKZ2rhhbH3LNDArwmQ==&ch=8iH9LMPWqTGS8o9PvqKKQJBj-BBtSFR5nIRnLr7u6hEjukpKC8goXg==
https://www.nalms.org/home/conferences-and-events/nalms-upcoming-symposium/nalms-symposium.cmsx
https://www.nalms.org/home/conferences-and-events/nalms-upcoming-symposium/call-for-abstracts.cmsx
mailto:sphillips@psmfc.org
http://www.westernais.org/
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