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Wyoming AIS Statutes 
 
Wyo. Stat. Ann. Tit. 23 (Game and Fish), Ch. 4, Art. 2 (Aquatic Invasive Species) 
 
§ 23-4-201. Definitions 
 
(a) As used in this article: 
 

(i) “Aquatic invasive species” means exotic or non-native aquatic organisms that have been 
determined by the commission to pose a significant threat to the aquatic resources, water 
supplies or water infrastructure of the state; 
 
(ii) “Conveyance” means a motor vehicle, boat, watercraft, raft, vessel, trailer or any 
associated equipment or containers, including but not limited to live wells, ballast tanks, 
bilge areas and water hauling equipment that may contain or carry an aquatic invasive 
species; 
 
(iii) “Decontaminate” means to wash, drain, dry or chemically, thermally or otherwise treat a 
conveyance in accordance with rules promulgated by the commission in order to remove or 
destroy an aquatic invasive species; 
 
(iv) “Equipment” means an article, tool, implement or device capable of containing or 
transporting water or aquatic invasive species; 
 
(v) “Inspect” means to examine a conveyance pursuant to procedures established by the 
commission in order to determine whether an aquatic invasive species is present, and 
includes examining, draining or treating water in the conveyance; 
 
(vi) “Water sport toy” means a sailboard, float tube, kite board or any aid to swimming or 
fishing that is not designed primarily for navigation. 

 
§ 23-4-202. Prohibition on aquatic invasive species; mandatory conveyance checks; 
reporting 
 
(a) No person shall: 
 

(i) Launch any conveyance into the waters of this state without first complying with aquatic 
invasive species prevention requirements established by commission rule; 
 
(ii) Possess, import, export, ship, transport or cause to be possessed, imported, exported, 
shipped or transported an aquatic invasive species in this state, except as authorized by the 
commission; 
 
(iii) Introduce an aquatic invasive species into any waters of the state; or 
 
(iv) Refuse to comply with the inspection requirements or any order issued under this article. 
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(b) A person who knows that an unreported aquatic invasive species is present at a specific 
location in this state shall immediately report that knowledge and all pertinent information to the 
commission or a peace officer.  
 
§ 23-4-203. Enforcement 
 
(a) In order to prevent, control, contain, monitor and whenever possible eradicate aquatic 
invasive species from the waters of this state, the commission and the department of state parks 
and cultural resources shall promulgate rules and regulations to administer and enforce the 
provisions of this article and to establish, operate and maintain aquatic invasive species check 
stations in order to inspect conveyances. 
 
(b) Every conveyance shall stop at authorized mandatory aquatic invasive species check stations 
in accordance with rules established by the commission and the department of state parks and 
cultural resources. Upon probable cause that an aquatic invasive species may be present, a peace 
officer may: 

 
(i) Require the owner of a conveyance to decontaminate the conveyance; or 
 
(ii) Decontaminate or impound and quarantine the conveyance as provided in this section. 

 
(c) The commission, in consultation with the department of state parks and cultural resources, 
may restrict watercraft usage on waters of the state as provided in W.S. 41-13-211(b) upon a 
finding that a specific body of water is threatened with the imminent introduction of an aquatic 
invasive species or an aquatic invasive species has been introduced to the specific body of water. 
 
(d) Any peace officer is authorized to stop and inspect for the presence of aquatic invasive 
species or for proof of required inspection any conveyance: 
 

(i) Immediately prior to a boat, vessel or watercraft being launched into waters of the state; 
 
(ii) Prior to departing from the waters of this state or a boat, vessel or watercraft staging area; 
 
(iii) That is visibly transporting any aquatic plant material; or 
 
(iv) Upon a reasonable suspicion that an aquatic invasive species may be present. 

 
(e) A peace officer may order the decontamination of a conveyance upon a determination that an 
aquatic invasive species is present after conducting an inspection as provided in this section. 
 
(f) A peace officer may impound and quarantine a conveyance if: 
 

(i) The peace officer finds that an aquatic invasive species is present after conducting an 
inspection authorized by this section; 
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(ii) The person transporting the conveyance refuses to submit to an inspection authorized by 
this section; or 
 
(iii) The person transporting the conveyance refuses to comply with an order authorized by 
this section to decontaminate the conveyance. 

 
(g) An impoundment and quarantine of a conveyance may continue for the reasonable period 
necessary to inspect and decontaminate the conveyance and to ensure that the aquatic invasive 
species has been completely eradicated from the conveyance or is no longer living. 
 
(h) As provided in this subsection, every conveyance entering the state by land shall be inspected 
by an authorized aquatic invasive species inspector in accordance with rules established by the 
commission prior to contacting or entering the waters of this state. The commission shall 
promulgate rules establishing the dates when such inspections are required and qualifications for 
authorized inspectors. 
 
(j) The commission, in coordination with the department of transportation, the department of 
state parks and cultural resources and the department of agriculture, is authorized to establish and 
inspect conveyances at mandatory aquatic invasive species check stations at ports of entry, other 
department of transportation facilities located near the borders of this state that meet established 
state and national safety and commerce requirements for the traveling public or other appropriate 
facilities. 
 
§ 23-4-204. Rulemaking authority; fees 
 
(a) The commission and the department of state parks and cultural resources shall promulgate 
rules to administer and enforce the provisions of this article. 
 
(b) The commission shall establish and collect fees in accordance with the following: 
 

(i) An annual fee shall be collected by the commission for every watercraft before the 
watercraft enters the waters of the state. Payment of the fees shall be evidenced by a sticker 
placed on the bow of the watercraft or electronically as determined by commission rule or 
regulation. No person shall operate nor shall the owner permit the operation of any watercraft 
on the waters of the state without payment of the fees provided in this section. For purposes 
of this paragraph, “watercraft” means any contrivance used or designed primarily for 
navigation on water but does not include personal flotation devices or water sport toys; 
 
(ii) Notwithstanding W.S. 23-4-203(a) and subsection (a) of this section, fees shall be 
established by commission rule or regulation promulgated in accordance with the Wyoming 
Administrative Procedure Act1; 
 
(iii) Fees shall be established in an amount to ensure that, to the extent practicable, the total 
revenue generated from the fees collected approximates, but does not exceed, the direct and 
indirect costs of administering the regulatory provisions required under this article. 
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(c) Repealed by Laws 2015, ch. 41, § 2, eff. July 1, 2015. 
 
§ 23-4-205. Penalties 
 
(a) Any person who violates the provisions of this article or any order under this article is guilty 
of a high misdemeanor punishable as provided in W.S. 23-6-202(a)(ii). 
 
(b) In addition to any other criminal penalty provided in this section any person who violates any 
provision of this article, may be assessed civil penalties in an amount not to exceed the costs 
incurred by the commission and the department of state parks and cultural resources in enforcing 
the provisions of this article but shall not include costs associated with the eradication of an 
aquatic invasive species introduced into the waters of this state. The commission or the 
department of state parks and cultural resources may bring a civil action in any court of 
competent jurisdiction for civil penalties or injunctive relief. 
 
§ 23-4-206. Reciprocal aquatic invasive species program agreements with adjoining states 
authorized; water subject to agreements; implementing orders 
 
(a) The commission is authorized to enter into reciprocal agreements with corresponding state 
officials of adjoining states for purposes of providing for the recognition of aquatic invasive 
species programs at least as restrictive as those in Wyoming, for boating by residents of this state 
and adjoining states upon artificial impoundments of water forming the boundary between this 
state and adjoining states. The agreements may include provisions by which each state shall 
honor the aquatic invasive species program fees of the other state. Watercraft operators from the 
other state shall display proof of payment of the appropriate aquatic invasive species program fee 
from the other state and any additional reciprocity fee to the state of Wyoming set by mutual 
agreement of the states. 
 
(b) It is the primary purpose of this section to provide a method whereby the boating 
opportunities afforded upon artificial impoundments of water forming the boundary between this 
state and adjoining states may be mutually enjoyed by the residents of Wyoming and the 
residents of adjoining states. 
 
(c) The commission is authorized to establish orders as provided in this act to implement any 
agreements under this section. 
 
Wyo. Stat. Ann. Tit. 23 (Game and Fish), Art. 5 (Finance) 
 
§ 23-1-501. Game and fish fund 
 
* AIS-relevant provision: § 23-1-501(g) 
 
(a)  The Wyoming game and fish fund is continued in existence. 
 
(b)  All income received by the commission or department shall be deposited in the state treasury 

and credited to the Wyoming game and fish fund. The commission may establish accounts 
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within the fund to carry out the purposes of this act, in addition to those accounts established 
by law. The Wyoming game and fish fund shall be expended as the commission may direct 
to carry out the purposes of this act and for no other purpose, except that the legislature may 
appropriate so much thereof as necessary for expenses of any authorized legislative 
committee to study matters relating to the commission or department. Expenditures from the 
Wyoming game and fish fund shall be made only by warrant issued by the state auditor upon 
vouchers signed by the director and chief fiscal officer, or other persons designated by the 
commission to sign in their absence, substantiated and approved as provided by law. 

 
(c)  An account within the Wyoming game and fish fund is created. Revenues collected from the 

sale of licenses under W.S. 23-2-101(j)(vii), (viii) and (xlvi) and 23-2-201(d)(viii) shall be 
deposited within the account. The commission may annually transfer into the fund from the 
account an amount not to exceed six percent (6%) of the total account balance. 

 
(d)  A trust account within the Wyoming game and fish fund is created. Gifts accepted by the 

commission as provided under W.S. 23-1-302(a)(xxviii) shall be deposited within the 
account. The commission shall maintain a public record of each donor and the amount of the 
gift. The commission may make expenditures from the account for any purpose for which the 
commission is authorized by law to expend funds, subject to any restrictions or conditions 
placed on the gift by the donor. The commission shall maintain a public record of the amount 
of each expenditure from the account and the purpose for the expenditure. 

 
(e)  An account within the game and fish fund is created. Revenues collected under W.S. 23-2-

101(n), 23-2-201(e) and as specified under W.S. 23-2-306(a) and (b) shall be deposited 
within the account. The commission shall use revenues in the account to purchase access 
easements to provide access to public and private lands. The commission shall notify in 
writing the appropriate boards of county commissioners before purchasing any access 
easements under this subsection. In addition and on or before February 1 of each year, the 
commission shall annually report to the legislature on easements purchased pursuant to this 
subsection during the preceding fiscal year. 

 
(f)  A trust account separate and apart from the trust account established under subsection (d) of 

this section is created within the Wyoming game and fish fund. The account shall consist of 
those funds appropriated or designated to the account by law or by gift from whatever source. 
Funds deposited within the account are intended to be inviolate and constitute a permanent or 
perpetual trust account which shall be invested by the state treasurer as authorized under 
W.S. 9-4-715(a), (d) and (e) and in a manner to obtain the highest return possible consistent 
with preservation of the account corpus. Any interest earned from investment of the account 
corpus shall be credited by the state treasurer into the Wyoming game and fish fund to be 
expended by the commission for purposes specified under subsection (b) of this section. 

 
(g)  An account within the game and fish fund is created. Revenues received pursuant to W.S. 23-

4-204 shall be credited to the account and are continuously appropriated to the commission to 
be expended for the prevention, surveillance, containment and direct and indirect costs 
associated with the administration of the aquatic invasive species program created under 
chapter 4, article 2 of this act. 
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Wyo. Stat. Ann. Tit. 39 (Taxation and Revenue), Ch. 17 (Fuel Tax), Art. 1 (Gasoline Tax) 
 
*AIS-relevant provision: § 39-17-11(c)(iii) 
 
§ 39-17-111. Distribution 
 
(a) All gasoline license taxes and fees received under this article shall be credited to the proper 

accounts as specified by the department and in subsection (d) of this section. 
 
(b) The department shall deposit all license fees under W.S. 39-17-106 into the state highway 

fund with receipt and acknowledgement submitted to the state treasurer. 
 
(c) The department shall credit to appropriate accounts based upon deductions from the taxes 

collected under this article in the following order: 
 

(i) Deduct the pro rata share of the cost of collecting the taxes received from gasoline used 
for aircraft at any municipal or county airport and distribute the remainder to the city, 
town or county where the airport is located. These funds shall be used for the 
maintenance of the airport; 

 
(ii) Deduct an amount collected on fuel used in snowmobiles, computed by multiplying the 

number of snowmobiles for which registration and user fees have been paid during the 
current fiscal year under W.S. 31-2-404(a)(i) and 31-2-409(a)(ii) times twenty-eight 
dollars and seventy-five cents ($28.75) plus the number of gallons of gasoline used by 
snowmobiles for which registration fees have been paid during the current fiscal year 
under W.S. 31-2-404(a)(ii) times the current gasoline tax rate as defined by W.S. 39-17-
104(a)(i). The number of gallons used by commercial snowmobiles shall be reported to 
the department by all businesses offering commercial snowmobile recreational leasing. 
The amounts computed shall be credited to a separate account to be expended by the 
department of state parks and cultural resources to improve snowmobile trails in 
Wyoming; 

 
(iii) Deduct an amount collected on fuel used in motorboats, computed by multiplying the 

number of motorboats numbered during the current fiscal year under W.S. 41-13-102 
plus the number of nonresident motorboats for which aquatic invasive species fees have 
been paid during the immediately preceding fiscal year in accordance with W.S. 23-4-204 
times twenty-eight dollars and seventy-five cents ($28.75). The amount computed shall 
be credited to a separate account to be expended by the department of state parks and 
cultural resources to improve facilities for use by motorboats and motorboat users at state 
parks and state recreation areas and to provide grants to governmental entities for 
improvement of publicly owned boating facilities at public parks and recreational 
facilities; 

 
(iv) Deduct an amount collected on fuel used in off-road recreational vehicles, computed by 

multiplying the number of off-road recreational vehicles for which user registration fees 
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have been paid during the current fiscal year under W.S. 31-2-703(a) times eighteen 
dollars and forty cents ($18.40). The amount computed shall be credited to a separate 
account to be expended by the department of state parks and cultural resources to 
improve off-road recreational vehicle trails in Wyoming. 

 
(d) After crediting the amounts provided by subsection (c) of this section, the department shall 

deposit the balance of taxes collected under this article into the accounts within the state 
highway fund created under this subsection, with receipt and acknowledgement submitted to 
the state treasurer, as follows: 

 
(i) Thirteen and one-half percent (13.5%) shall be distributed monthly to county treasurers. 

Each county treasurer shall credit such revenues to the county road fund for the 
improvement and maintenance of county roads. The distribution to each county shall be 
based on: 
 
(A) One-third ( ⅓ ) in the ratio in which the area of the county bears to the total area of 

the state; 
 
(B) One-third ( ⅓ ) in the ratio in which the rural population including the population 

within the cities and towns with less than one thousand four hundred (1,400) bears to 
the total rural population of the state; 

 
(C) One-third ( ⅓ ) in the ratio in which the assessed valuation of the county bears to the 

last total assessed valuation of the state. 
 

(ii) Fourteen percent (14%) shall be credited to the county treasurers of the various counties 
for their road construction funds, except that an amount equal to the contribution required 
of the counties for the cost of the university's technology transfer program under W.S. 
21-17-115(a)(ii) or thirty-one thousand two hundred fifty dollars ($31,250.00), whichever 
is less shall be first distributed to the highway fund, plus an amount not to exceed one 
hundred fifty thousand dollars ($150,000.00) per year shall first be distributed to the 
highway fund for the University of Wyoming technology transfer program's county road 
inventory program. Each county treasurer shall credit the revenues to the road 
construction fund in that county. The department shall allocate to each county a share 
based fifty percent (50%) upon the ratio which the rural population of each county 
including the population within the cities and towns with less than one thousand four 
hundred (1,400) bears to the total rural population of the state and fifty percent (50%) 
based on the ratio which the area of the county bears to the total area of the state. Any 
interest earned on invested funds allocated to counties shall be retained by each county 
and shall be used for project costs as provided by W.S. 24-2-110(a); 

 
(iii) Fifteen percent (15%) shall be distributed as follows: 

(A) To the highway fund, an amount equal to the contribution required of the cities and 
town for the cost of the university's technology transfer program under W.S. 21-17-
115(a)(iii) or thirty-one thousand two hundred fifty dollars ($31,250.00), whichever is 
less; 
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(B) The remainder to be distributed monthly to incorporated cities and towns to be used 

in their street and alley programs as follows: 
 
(I) Seventy-five percent (75%) based on the taxes paid upon gasoline sold to and 

distributed by dealers located within each incorporated city and town; 
 
(II) Twenty-five percent (25%) in the ratio which the population of each city or town 

bears to the total population of all cities and towns. 
 
(iv) Fifty-seven and one-half percent (57.5%) to the state highway account. Any funds 

deposited to the highway fund under this paragraph which are attributable to the increase 
in fuel taxes authorized by 2013 Wyoming Session Laws, Chapter 49, Section 1 and 
effective July 1, 2013 shall be separately accounted for by the department of 
transportation. The department shall provide a comprehensive report on revenue and 
expenditures attributable to the 2013 increase to the joint appropriations interim 
committee and the joint transportation, highways and military affairs interim committee 
on or before November 15 of each year, from the effective date of this act through 
November 15, 2020. 

 
(e) Repealed by Laws 2009, ch. 170, § 2. 
 
(f) All taxes collected under W.S. 39-17-104(a)(iii) shall be deposited into the state highway 

fund with receipt and acknowledgement submitted to the state treasurer. The provisions of 
this section and W.S. 39-17-105(c) shall not apply to the tax imposed by W.S. 39-17-
104(a)(iii). Any refund for any overpayment of this one cent ($.01) tax shall be taken from 
the taxes collected pursuant to W.S. 39-17-104(a)(iii). 

 
(g) Repealed by Laws 2003, ch. 15, § 2. 
 
(h) Repealed by Laws 2005, ch. 105, § 2. 
 
 


