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AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES NEWS 

5/2/16 

 

DREISSENID MUSSELS 

Great Lakes: Quagga mussels are displacing zebra mussels in lakes (4/12/16) 

 

….“The quagga mussels came in and they have pushed out the zebra mussels,” Baldridge 

said. “We don’t see zebra mussels out in the lake anymore — they’re only very close to 

the shore. And now, the quagga mussels are at 10 times higher density than the zebra 

mussels are. “We’ve seen one invasive species overtake another invasive (species),” she 

added….. 

 

 

MN: Zebra mussels are impacting Lake Minnetonka’s water quality (4/21/16) 

 

Zebra mussels have caused significant changes in Lake Minnetonka’s water quality, 

according to findings of a study by Minnehaha Creek Watershed District (MCWD). The 

District has been monitoring the lake’s zebra mussel population since they were first 

detected there in 2010. Five years into the study, which was developed in partnership 

with Blue Water Science, MCWD released its findings on April 21 at its AIS Spotlight, a 

gathering of community leaders at Minnetonka Community Center….. 

 

MA: Lowering Laurel Lake to kill invasive species lauded, loathed (4/18/16) 

 

After six successful drawdowns to combat the two dominant invasive species in Laurel 

Lake, a citizens group is considering a deeper water-level reduction plan….As for the 

zebra mussels, the 2015 report states a five-foot drawdown would extend the kill zone for 

the mollusks to water depths up to eight feet…… 

 

Toxic chemicals on rise in Lake Erie fish, scientists say (4/12/16) 

 

http://www.candgnews.com/news/quagga-mussels-are-displacing-zebra-mussels-lakes-91972
http://www.minnehahacreek.org/about/newsroom/press-release/zebra-mussels-are-impacting-lake-minnetonka%E2%80%99s-water-quality
http://www.minnehahacreek.org/about/newsroom/press-release/zebra-mussels-are-impacting-lake-minnetonka%E2%80%99s-water-quality
http://minnehahacreek.org/sites/minnehahacreek.org/files/press-releases/AIS%20Spotlight%202016_web.pdf
http://www.berkshireeagle.com/local/ci_29782949/lowering-laurel-lake-kill-invasive-species-lauded-loathed
mailto:rlindsay@berkshireeagle.com?subject=Berkshire%20Eagle%20Online:
mailto:rlindsay@berkshireeagle.com?subject=Berkshire%20Eagle%20Online:
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/local/2016/04/12/research-suggests-toxic-chemicals-increasing-in-lake-erie-fish.html
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…..Josh Wallace, one of the authors of the study and a doctoral candidate at SUNY-

Buffalo, said scientists believe flame-retardant chemicals found in the lake’s sediment are 

filtered by the mussels, which are eaten by the gobies, which are food for bass…. 
 
 

 

MI: South Elgin Lions Club frying up increasingly rare smelt (4/8/16) 

 

…..Invasive species, such as zebra mussels, have wreaked havoc on the lake's established 

food web. The mussels made their way into the Great Lakes from the ballast water of 

European ships in the mid- to late-1980s and smelt numbers in Lake Michigan started a 

noticeable decline by the early 1990s, Santucci said…… 

 

 

 

 BOAT INSPECTION/DECON NEWS 
 
 

SD: Boating citations could rise in fight against invasive species (4/29/16)  

 

…..Smith said conservation officers only issued warnings last year when boaters were 

caught violating the new regulations, but they may not be as lenient this summer. "If 

people do comply with regulations, it will go a very long ways toward slowing the 

spread," Smith said…. 
 

Wyoming Game & Fish offer incentives for protecting state waters (4/25/16) 

 

Cheyenne, Wyo. - For a second time the Wyoming Game and Fish Department is 

partnering with outdoor recreation businesses to thank boaters when they complete their 

watercraft inspection. Boaters who have their watercraft inspected by Game and Fish can 

enter into a raffle for prizes, including a trout float or walleye fishing trip for two with 

Two Dogs Guide Service, a Byerly Buck Wakeboard with Shift CT Boots from Marine 

Products, a Minn Kota Endura Max trolling motor from the West Laramie Fly Store and a 

Lost Creek 4 Float Tube from Sportsman’s Warehouse….. 

 

Northwest: Watercraft inspection stations help protect habitat from invasive species (4/27/16) 

 

As the spring weather continues to warm, most boaters are starting the process of dusting 

off the boat or personal watercraft to begin a new season on the area lakes and rivers. 

This is also the time when state officials in Idaho, Washington and Montana begin the 

inspections necessary to keep out invasive species such as zebra and quagga mussels, 

which can turn any fresh body of water into a new breeding ground. 

 

Three Lake Tahoe boat inspection stations are set to open on 5/1/16  

 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/elgin-courier-news/news/ct-ecn-south-elgin-smelt-fry-st-0408-20160408-story.html
http://www.mitchellrepublic.com/news/local/4021646-boating-citations-could-rise-fight-against-invasive-species
http://www.kgwn.tv/home/headlines/Wyoming-Game--Fish-offer-incentives-for-protecting-state-waters-377026121.html
http://www.spokesman.com/stories/2016/apr/27/watercraft-inspection-stations-help-protect-habita/?utm_source=IMC+weekly+Dreissenid+Digest&utm_campaign=01cffade73-Weekly_Dreissenid_Digest+4_29_2016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_68bd7ec89f-01cffade73-11457633
http://www.nevadaappeal.com/news/21797296-113/three-lake-tahoe-boat-inspection-stations-are-set?utm_source=IMC+weekly+Dreissenid+Digest&utm_campaign=01cffade73-Weekly_Dreissenid_Digest+4_29_2016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_68bd7ec89f-01cffade73-11457633
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The Tahoe Regional Planning Agency will open roadside stations for inspections and 

decontamination of boats and other watercraft at three different locations beginning 

Sunday, May 1.  Dennis Zabaglo, TRPA’s Aquatic Resources Manager, said all 

motorized watercraft must be checked for invasive aquatic species before they can launch 

into Tahoe, Fallen Leaf or Echo Lake. But he said those species such as quagga mussels, 

mudsnails and hydrilla can also hitch a ride on non-motorized equipment including 

kayaks, paddleboards and inflatables including life jackets.  

 

 

BC: Boating season drives mussel warning (4/10/16)  

 

Boaters are heading back on to local lakes and they’re being urged to keep unwelcome 

invaders from hitching a ride. Awareness about quagga and zebra mussels is being spread 

as the boats go back into the water at the Vernon Yacht Club April 16. “All it would take 

is one infested boat and our lives in the Okanagan would be transformed forever,” said 

Lisa Scott, Okanagan and Similkameen Invasive Species Society co-ordinator…..  
 
 

UT: Training at Utah Lake prepares personnel for fight against ‘STD of the sea’ (4/17/16) 

 

………"In 2015 our technicians across the state of Utah intercepted 145,000 boats," he 

said. "That number increased every year. Last year we intercepted 12 boats with mussels 

attached to them coming down our I-15 corridor point of entry from the lower Colorado 

River area.”…….  
 

Northern NV Inspection Station Opens (4/20/16) 

 

ELKO — Starting Monday, the Nevada Department of Wildlife will have an Aquatic 

Invasive Species checkpoint on State Route 225 (Mountain City Highway) as boaters 

head north out of Elko. The station will be set up at the chain installation site at the 

intersection of SR 225 and Rockland Drive north of Home Depot….. 
 

NM: Game and Fish implements new boat inspection rules to avoid invasive species  (4/13/16) 

 

…..“If you are traveling on the highway you need to have your plug pulled. We have 

mandatory inspections for all boats,” said James Dominguez, Aquatic Invasive Species 

coordinator for the NM Department of Game and Fish……. 
 
 

BC: Penticton location of mussel inspection base should not be a concern, say OBWB and 

provincial officials (4/13/16) 

 

The decision to base a permanent inspection and decontamination station for invasive 

mussels in Penticton rather than Osoyoos is not a concern for the Okanagan Basin Water 

Board (OBWB). James Littley, OBWB operations and grants manager, said he has other 

questions about how the stepped up program announced recently by the provincial 

http://www.vernonmorningstar.com/news/375092021.html
http://www.oasiss.ca/
http://fox13now.com/2016/04/17/training-at-utah-lake-prepares-personnel-for-fight-against-std-of-the-sea/
http://elkodaily.com/lifestyles/joe-s-fishing-hole-ndow-will-check-for-invasive-species/article_a471088a-ce24-5f0e-82c1-9f4f70baeba3.html
http://www.kob.com/albuquerque-news/nm-game-and-fish-implements-new-boat-inspection-rules-to-avoid-invasive-species/4104982/?utm_source=IMC+weekly+Dreissenid+Digest&utm_campaign=caa172a3b2-Weekly_Dreissenid_Digest4_8_2016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_68bd7ec89f-caa172a3b2-11457633#.VxvL7Xpd-az
http://www.osoyoostimes.com/penticton-location-of-mussel-inspection-base-should-not-be-a-concern-say-obwb-and-provincial-officials/?utm_source=IMC+weekly+Dreissenid+Digest&utm_campaign=caa172a3b2-Weekly_Dreissenid_Digest4_8_2016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_68bd7ec89f-caa172a3b2-11457633
http://www.osoyoostimes.com/penticton-location-of-mussel-inspection-base-should-not-be-a-concern-say-obwb-and-provincial-officials/?utm_source=IMC+weekly+Dreissenid+Digest&utm_campaign=caa172a3b2-Weekly_Dreissenid_Digest4_8_2016&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_68bd7ec89f-caa172a3b2-11457633
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government will operate, but the location of the station isn’t one of them. Littley made 

the comments after members of Osoyoos town council expressed concerns at their April 

4 meeting about the location of the station…… 
 

Related Story: Inspection station frustration (4/15/16) and Stable mussel funds sought 

(4/5/16) 

 

AB: Conservation K-9 Unit commended for sniffing out invasive mussels (4/6/16)  

Hilo and Diesel have a strange job. The canine duo spend their days sniffing boats for 

signs of unwanted sea creatures. The dogs are members of Alberta's Conservation K-9 

Unit, where they seek out destructive aquatic invasive species that may be sneaking a ride 

over the border with the unwitting help of a boat owner….. 

 

ID: Franklin County gives update on invasive species issue (4/13/16) 

 

PRESTON, Idaho (KIFI/KIDK) - After the state cut funding to keep open all of Franklin 

County's boat checking stations, the county was looking to close the reservoirs for the 

season to prevent infestation. Irrigation companies have now decided what their new 

policy on the reservoirs will be. According to a press release from the Consolidated 

Irrigation Company, only non-motorized watercraft will be allowed on the Glendale and 

Lamont reservoirs. The Foster and Johnson reservoirs will allow hand-propelled or 

electric trolling motors only….. 
 
 

MT: Inspectors already find 2 mussel-fouled boats at Pablo inspection station (4/4/16)  

 

PABLO – Just two days after a watercraft inspection station opened here, authorities 

found two mussel-fouled boats headed for Flathead Lake. Caryn Miske, executive 

director of the Flathead Basin Commission, said Monday that both boats were coming 

from Lake Havasu in Arizona, and both were owned by Montana residents….. 

 

VT: Aquatic Invasive Species in Hot Water (4/18/16) 

 

For the past 13 years, Shadow Lake in Glover has had the only hot water, high pressure 

watercraft decontamination station in the state. The Shadow Lake Association in 

partnership with the Town of Glover has operated this unit since 2003, and has 

encouraged washing of all watercraft before launching into the lake. One of their primary 

goals has been to prevent the introduction of Eurasian watermilfoil into the lake, but the 

lack of other invasive introductions into the lake can also be partly attributed to their 

dedicated work…. 

 

http://www.castanet.net/news/Penticton/163275/Inspection-station-frustration
http://www.vernonmorningstar.com/news/374656331.html
http://www.vernonmorningstar.com/news/374656331.html
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/conservation-k-9-unit-commended-for-sniffing-out-invasive-mussels-1.3523635
http://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=3790838D33CF4-B115-F96A-5160BAF6737AF90E
http://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=3790838D33CF4-B115-F96A-5160BAF6737AF90E
http://www.localnews8.com/news/Franklin-County-gives-update-on-invasive-species-issue/39014280
http://www.localnews8.com/news/Franklin-County-gives-update-on-invasive-species-issue/39014280
http://missoulian.com/news/state-and-regional/inspectors-already-find-mussel-fouled-boats-at-pablo-inspection-station/article_a59176c8-0d15-515b-aac6-f845921493a2.html
http://missoulian.com/news/state-and-regional/inspectors-already-find-mussel-fouled-boats-at-pablo-inspection-station/article_a59176c8-0d15-515b-aac6-f845921493a2.html
https://vtwatershedblog.com/2016/04/18/watercraft-decontamination-stations-popping-up-across-vermont/
http://shadowlakeassociation.org/
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ID: War on non-native mussels (4/20/16)  

….It is gratifying to look at current distribution maps of zebra and quagga mussels and 

find no red dots on Idaho. With diligence it will stay that way but diligence will mean 

more than a government program. As the boating season heats up, boat owners must take 

this seriously and proactively clean their boats and trailers. This is war and it needs to be 

treated as such….. 

 

 

MARINE 
 

Nova Scotia: Evicted: Removing green crab proves effective in controlling invasive species 

(4/30/16) 

 

HALIFAX — A researcher who spent years removing millions of green crab from a 

Nova Scotia estuary says evicting some of the cantankerous crustaceans has proven 

effective in controlling an invasive species that has wreaked havoc on marine ecosystems 

around the world. Known as the "cockroach of the sea," the green crab can decimate 

marine environments as it reproduces quickly, mows down eelgrass with its claws and 

devours just about any species it comes across that's comparable in size or smaller. "They 

can upset entire ecosystems. They cause cascading problems," said Chris McCarthy, a 

Parks Canada scientist at Kejimkujik National Park. "Ecosystems are getting hammered 

because of this new invasive species”………. He said a trap invented by a local 

fisherman was used to catch more than two million green crab from one estuary over a 

few years…. 

 

New Website Tracks California’s Marine and Estuarine Invaders 

California is a hotspot for non-native marine species. This largely stems from the state’s 

connection to the world through global trade and shipping. An unintended consequence 

of trade is the movement of ‘hitchhiking organisms’.  Species can attach directly to the 

hulls of ships and recreational boats, or ships can inadvertently take them up and 

transport them in ballast water (i.e. water used to provide stability during oceanic 

voyages). Seafood aquaculture, bait, and packing materials can also unwittingly bring 

new species to the State. To help monitor new arrivals and their impacts on California’s 

coastal ecosystems, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), in 

collaboration with the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center, have created the 

Cal-NEMO (California Non-native Estuarine and Marine Organism) database – an online 

public website which replaces the previous California Aquatic Non-native Organism 

Database (CANOD). Cal-NEMO provides key information about the biology, ecology, 

distribution, occurrence and impacts of over 200 species introduced into the coastal 

waters of the state.  It is a long term initiative, representing a subset of the larger 

Smithsonian National Exotic Marine and Estuarine Species Information System 

(NEMESIS), and will continue to be updated as new species are discovered and new 

research becomes available, including data from the CDFW statewide survey program to 

http://www.postregister.com/articles/outdoors/2016/04/20/war-non-native-mussels
http://www.newskamloops.com/news/post/evicted-removing-green-crab-proves-effective-in-controlling-invasive-species
http://www.newskamloops.com/news/post/evicted-removing-green-crab-proves-effective-in-controlling-invasive-species
http://invasions.si.edu/nemesis/calnemo/intro.html
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monitor for newly arriving species.  The Cal-NEMO database can be found at: 

http://invasions.si.edu/nemesis/calnemo/intro.html 

 

State Department enters trade dispute over Maine lobsters (4/15/16) 

The U.S. State Department is adding its muscle to help resolve an impending trade 

dispute between exporters of live Maine lobsters and the European Union. Responding to 

a letter from Maine’s congressional delegation, officials in the Obama administration 

have committed the State Department to address the trade threat. In March, Sweden 

announced it was attempting to ban live North American lobsters from the 28-country 

EU, citing concerns that some of them have been found in European waters and are an 

“invasive species” that threatens Europe’s native lobster species…. 

 

WA: Season to treat invasive spartina starts in May (4/19/16) 

OLYMPIA — This year’s treatment season for spartina, an aggressive noxious weed, 

starts May 1 and will continue through November, the Washington State Department of 

Agriculture (WSDA) announced today. Survey and eradication efforts will take place in 

multiple areas, including Grays Harbor, Hood Canal, Willapa Bay, Puget Sound, the 

north and west sides of the Olympic Peninsula and at the mouth of the Columbia 

River….. 

 

Calif: Fight against Spartina in bay nearing end (4/16/16)  

Eleven years ago, it was a major threat to San Francisco Bay. A fast-growing, non-native 

plant that spread in dense thickets up to 7 feet tall was exploding out of control, 

overrunning wetlands, threatening birds, wildlife and even the public's view of the 

water…… 

 

BALLAST WATER/BIOFOULING 

 

 

Ballast Water Treatment: The Regrowth Problem (4/23/16) 

 

The issue of the potential for in-tank organism regrowth after ballast water treatment was 

raised with IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim during last week’s Marine Environment 

Protection Committee meeting in London (MEPC 69)…..  
 

http://invasions.si.edu/nemesis/calnemo/intro.html
http://www.pressherald.com/2016/04/15/state-department-enters-into-lobster-ban-fray/
http://www.pressherald.com/2016/03/18/sweden-asks-eu-to-help-stop-american-lobster-invasion/
http://agr.wa.gov/News/2016/16-10.aspx
http://www.mercurynews.com/science/ci_29778542/san-francisco-bay-massive-effort-remove-aquatic-invader
http://www.maritime-executive.com/features/ballast-water-treatment-the-regrowth-problem
http://www.imo.org/
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Semi-submersible drilling platforms Pose Biofouling Risk in the Arctic (4/25/16) 

  

IMO's Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) meet for its 69th session last 

week, and Friends of the Earth International submitted a paper calling for a particular 

focus on semi-submersible drilling platforms. The paper was prepared by Dr Andrew N. 

Cohen of the Center for Research on Aquatic Bioinvasions in California….. 

 
 

Opinion: (No) Ballast off a Sinking Ship (4/24/16)  
 

According to the web site http://mpnballastwaterfacts.com/  – a site set up in part by a 

consortium of UV-based ballast water management system manufacturers – the U.S. 

Coast Guard’s recent announcement about the so-called “MPN method” has far reaching 

implications to the marine industry, particularly for shipowners and ballast water 

management system suppliers. And, while those two groups are, to be sure, facing tough 

decisions, I would suggest that the real loser here is the environment. Looking at all sides 

of this particular story, it isn’t hard to see why….. 
 

 
 

Ballast Water: Potential Discrimination on the Great Lakes (4/21/16) 

 

 

Stephen Brooks, President of the Chamber of Marine Commerce in Canada, believes 

ballast water management rules that are unachievable, impractical and discriminatory are 

being imposed by the U.S. EPA and the IMO on Canadian short sea ships that never 

leave the bi-national waters of the Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence Waterway and thus 

cannot introduce new aquatic invasive species.   

 

Ballast Water: Convention Not Good Enough for the Arctic? (4/20/16) 

 

IMO's Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) is meeting for its 69th session 

this week, and one paper submitted for discussion relates to bioinvasions in Arctic 

waters. Friends of the Earth International has submitted a paper that describes what is 

presently known about the risks, pathways and potential control strategies for ship-

mediated bioinvasions in the Arctic. The paper calls for either more stringent discharge 

standards for ballast water treatment systems used in Arctic waters than currently 

specified in the IMO Ballast Water Management Convention or a move to shore-based 

ballast water treatment … 
 

Ballast Water Treatment: Self Monitoring (4/19/16) 

 

Over 30 documents relating to the Ballast Water Management Convention have been 

submitted to IMO's Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) which is 

meeting for its 69th session this week. One of the documents relates to the potential for 

ballast water treatment systems to be used in conjunction with self-monitoring systems to 

ensure they are functioning to the discharge standards set out in the Convention. 

http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/semi-subs-pose-biofouling-in-the-arctic
http://www.maritimeprofessional.com/blogs/post/no-ballast-off-a-sinking-ship-15048
http://mpnballastwaterfacts.com/
http://maritime-executive.com/features/ballast-water-management-discrimination-on-the-great-lakes
http://www.maritime-executive.com/article/ballast-water-convention-not-good-enough-for-the-arctic
http://maritime-executive.com/article/ballast-water-treatment-self-monitoring
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Port states face challenges in developing a verification process for inspections, and it is 

anticipated that a variety of methods will be used. These will include methods to 

determine “indicative” compliance as a routine practice and more stringent methods that 

could be used to test for compliance should port state control officers suspect that 

appropriate treatment of ballast water has not been undertaken on board a ship….. 

 

Ballast Water Treatment: IMO's Regulation Uncertainty (4/18/16) 

 

IMO's Marine Environment Protection Committee (MEPC) is meeting for its 69th session 

this week. One of the key items on the agenda for BIMCO is the implementation of the 

International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships' Ballast Water and 

Sediments. In particular, the finalization of the revision of the guidelines for approval of 

ballast water treatment systems (G8) which the organization says are not yet adequate for 

IMO approved ballast water treatment systems to consistently meet the requirements of 

the Ballast Water Convention.  Lars Robert Pedersen, BIMCO’s Deputy Secretary 

General, says: “The shipping industry needs reliable ballast water treatment systems that 

are fit for global use. Presently, IMO approved systems may not always live up to the 

required standards under real operating conditions on board ships.” …. 
 

Maryland Vibrio Outbreak in 2010 Traced to Asia (4/8/16)  

A study published in the Journal of Applied and Environmental Microbiology, of the 

American Society for Microbiology, has discovered that a Vibrio parahaemolyticus 

outbreak in Maryland in 2010 was caused by raw oysters harvested from the Chesapeake 

Bay, but the bacteria in those oysters came from Asia.….. The Asian strain of the bacteria 

could have arrived in the Chesapeake Bay through ballast water released from ships 

coming from Asia, or from exotic oysters or fish carrying the strain introduced into the 

Bay.  

 

Ballast Water Treatment: More Dead Than Alive (4/7/16) 

The U.S. Coast Guard’s preliminary rejection of the most probable number (MPN) 

method for determining the effectiveness of ballast water treatment systems has come 

under increasing fire from the industry and researchers. The issues are set to be discussed 

at IMO later this month. Meanwhile, concerns are multiplying….. 

 

  

COURTS 
 

U.S. Assoc. of Reptile Keepers v. Sally Jewell (4/1/16) 

 

http://maritime-executive.com/article/ballast-water-treatment-imos-regulation-uncertainty
https://foodpoisoningbulletin.com/2016/maryland-vibrio-outbreak-in-2010-traced-to-asia/
https://www.asm.org/index.php/journal-press-releases/94119-cause-of-maryland-food-poisoning-outbreak-traced-to-asia
http://aem.asm.org/content/early/2016/03/14/AEM.00096-16.full.pdf+html?ijkey=0qmd/LjD.JRt6&keytype=ref&siteid=asmjournals
http://www.maritime-executive.com/features/ballast-water-treatment-more-dead-than-alive
http://mariners.coastguard.dodlive.mil/2015/12/14/12142015-coast-guard-decision-on-use-of-most-probable-number-method/
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E&ENews PM reported the following on the hearing:   

 

A panel of federal judges delved today [4/1/16] into the statutory meaning of commas 

and conjunctions in an effort to understand whether the Interior Department has the 

authority to prohibit interstate transportation of some snake species. The U.S. Association 

of Reptile Keepers (USARK) has challenged the government's 2015 rules for transporting 

constricting snakes, arguing that Interior overstepped its authority when it prohibited the 

transport of the reticulated python and the green anaconda. The group made its case today 

to a three-judge panel for the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia 

Circuit……Of particular interest were amendments Congress added to the act in 1960, 

which USARK argues show that Congress meant to limit transportation of injurious 

species only between the United States as a singular entity and other listed jurisdictions, 

such as territories. Injurious species are those that pose a threat to the environment or 

humans. A lower court referred to those amendments last year when it issued an 

injunction blocking Interior from preventing transport of the reticulated python or the 

green anaconda between any two continental U.S. states other than Texas and Florida. 

The snakes would be most likely to survive in Florida and Texas, causing harm, 

according to court documents. The government appealed that decision, leading to today's 

arguments as part of the circuit court's consideration of whether to overturn the lower 

court's injunction.[Reprinted from E&E Daily with permission from  Environment & 

Energy Publishing, www.eenews.net; 202/628-6500] 

 

An audio of the 4/1/16 hearing can be found HERE   

 

 

FISH 
 

 
 
 

Rapid invasion of Indo-Pacific lionfishes in Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary, 

Gulf of Mexico, documented in multiple data set (4/14/16) 

 

….We document the first appearance of lionfish and sighting frequency in FGBNMS 

using fish surveys from long-term monitoring data, diver sighting and removal data, and 

observations from Remotely Operated Vehicle surveys. Our results quantify and identify 

trends in lionfish density, biomass, and sighting frequency within the national marine 

sanctuary. Lionfish populations demonstrated different patterns among the three banks of 

FGBNMS. While lionfish have shown a steadily increasing trend at East Flower Garden 

Bank and West Flower Garden Bank from 2011 to 2014, populations decreased at Stetson 

Bank following the initial invasion. Because lionfish populations are projected to increase 

throughout the Gulf of Mexico, the continuation of long-term monitoring and volunteer 

diver programs with the combined analyses from multiple data sets similar to those used 

https://scholar.google.com/scholar_case?case=15338426356852007839&hl=en&as_sdt=6&as_vis=1&oi=scholarr
http://www.eenews.net/
https://www.cadc.uscourts.gov/recordings/recordings2016.nsf/11015636653A0F6185257F8800591EEA/$file/15-5199.mp3
http://www.reabic.net/journals/bir/2016/Accepted/BIR_2016_Johnston_etal_correctedproof.pdf
http://www.reabic.net/journals/bir/2016/Accepted/BIR_2016_Johnston_etal_correctedproof.pdf
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in this study are vital in early warning, detection, and documentation of invasive species 

and time-sensitive management issues.  
 

Australia Will Use Herpes Virus To Control Its Exploding Carp Population (5/2/16)  
 

Australian government has recently announced a $15m (AUD) funding from the federal 

budget to stabilize its out of control carp population, according to a recent report. The 

money will be used to introduce a herpes virus specifically for carps that inhabit the 

country's river system. The species of fish are considered Australia's worst freshwater 

feral pest.  Experts from the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research 

Organization (CSIRO) have been examining the herpes virus, known as CyHV-3, for the 

past seven years to ensure it won't have an adverse or unintended consequence on the 

ecosystem of Australia's ecosystem….. 

 

 

 

Great Lakes: Asian carp fight to feature new barrier, stepped-up detection (4/27/16) 

 

The latest strategies to fight the spread of invasive Asian carp in Illinois will include 

stepped-up detection, more aggressive harvesting and a new electrified barrier to keep the 

fish from entering Lake Michigan, federal officials announced. Federal agencies will 

spend $57.3 million in 2016 on wide-ranging efforts to control bighead and silver carp — 

a pair of Asian carp species that have moved up the Mississippi and Illinois rivers and 

potentially threaten fish populations in the Great Lakes. This year's spending is a drop 

from the two previous years. Last year, $74.3 million was made available to fight Asian 

carp; in 2014, $61.1 million was doled out on programs and research, according to the 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The Asian Carp Regional Coordinating 

Committee said that since 2009, more than $386 million has been spent on research, 

monitoring and control efforts, which have included projects in Wisconsin…… 

 

 

Glacier National Park drafting major fish, aquatic plan (4/16/15) 

 

…..Under its proposed action, the park would remove non-native fish using netting, 

trapping, angling, electrofishing and treatment of some lakes with rotenone — a toxin 

that wildlife managers use to eradicate fish populations while causing minimal harm to 

other animals…..To submit public comments online or view the scoping document, visit 

parkplanning.nps.gov/FishAquaticsPlanEIS. Comment period closes:  05/11/2016 
 
 

Florida puts bounty on invasive lionfish (4/20/16) 

 

Last week, the FWC approved a two-part plan it and Florida marine biologists will 

further encourage removals of the invasive species in the coming ...  

 

Related Story: What has venomous spines, is invasive and is possibly coming to a 

Whole Foods counter near you? (4/13/16) 

http://www.scienceworldreport.com/articles/39057/20160502/australia-will-use-herpes-virus-control-exploding-carp-population.htm
https://blog.csiro.au/reclaiming-our-rivers-from-feral-carp/
http://www.jsonline.com/news/statepolitics/asian-carp-fight-to-feature-new-barrier-stepped-up-detection-b99714583z1-377340781.html
http://www.jsonline.com/news/wisconsin/great-lakes-268550802.html
http://www.asiancarp.us/documents/2016AsianCarpActionPlanHandout.pdf
http://www.asiancarp.us/documents/2016AsianCarpActionPlanHandout.pdf
http://www.dailyinterlake.com/members/park-drafting-major-fish-aquatic-plan/article_a84b00b2-0369-11e6-ae9d-63e3f0ffe0f8.html
http://parkplanning.nps.gov/FishAquaticsPlanEIS
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://theadvocate.com/sports/latestsports/15543127-113/florida-puts-bounty-on-invasive-lionfish&ct=ga&cd=CAEYAioTMTgwODgyMTc2NTMxNTY5NTQxMTIaMzY5NjIwYWU5NDk3MDgyYzpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNFyEDwusxQuave5A3JL6ymnA5pE4Q
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=http://theadvocate.com/sports/latestsports/15543127-113/florida-puts-bounty-on-invasive-lionfish&ct=ga&cd=CAEYAioTMTgwODgyMTc2NTMxNTY5NTQxMTIaMzY5NjIwYWU5NDk3MDgyYzpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNFyEDwusxQuave5A3JL6ymnA5pE4Q
http://www.oregonlive.com/dining/index.ssf/2016/04/what_has_venomous_spines_is_in.html
http://www.oregonlive.com/dining/index.ssf/2016/04/what_has_venomous_spines_is_in.html
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Calif: Debate swirls over striped bass role in rivers’ salmon population (4/9/16)  

 

The trouble with striped bass started, the story goes, when 132 of the East Coast natives 

traveled by train to California in 1879. The fingerlings in the tanks were planted near 

Martinez and multiplied into a thriving fishery in San Francisco Bay and the Sacramento-

San Joaquin Delta. The stripers did something else: They dined on the native salmon that 

swim these same waters and the rivers that run into the Delta. Today, the predation issue 

stands front and center in the debate over how to reverse the salmon decline. 

 

Related Story: Opinion: What’s Eating Salmon (4/22/16) 

 
 

With Science Review In Hand, Efforts Continue To Halt Non-Native Pike Expansion In Upper 

Columbia River (4/8/16)  

 

Supplemental funding for a northern pike suppression project managed by the Spokane 

Tribe of Indians was approved by the Northwest Power and Conservation Council at its 

February meeting, but on the condition that the Independent Scientific Review Panel 

review the Tribe’s latest proposal. In March, the ISRP completed that review and gave 

the Lake Roosevelt Northern Pike Suppression Plan supplemental proposal its approval, 

saying it largely meets scientific review criteria.  However, it also put conditions on the 

proposal, most of which had to do with final reporting of the project. The ISRP review of 

the supplemental project, submitted to the Council March 28 

(http://www.nwcouncil.org/fw/isrp/isrp2016-6/ ), followed on a previous review 

completed by the ISRP in January (http://www.nwcouncil.org/fw/isrp/isrp2016-2/ ). 
 
 
Some Alberta ponds infested with goldfish (4/7/16) 

 

They’re hard to control, breed rapidly and eat native plants and plankton — and they’re 

becoming a potential invasive species in our cities. Yep, goldfish are on the loose in 

Alberta. Sarah Cicchini, an environmental coordinator with the city of St. Albert, says 

that city's goldfish problem started last summer, when a concerned citizen alerted 

officials that the popular pet had taken over a stormwater pond.   

 

 

 

AQUACULTURE 
 

 

Milton Love Sounds the Alarm about Potential Cobia Invasion of California (4/14/16) 

 

http://www.modbee.com/news/article70975652.html?utm_source=Fish+Report%3A+Winter-Run+Woes&utm_campaign=Fish+Report%3A+Winter-Run+Woes&utm_medium=email
http://www.modbee.com/opinion/article73248392.html
http://www.cbbulletin.com/436407.aspx
http://www.cbbulletin.com/436407.aspx
http://www.nwcouncil.org/fw/isrp/isrp2016-6/
http://www.nwcouncil.org/fw/isrp/isrp2016-2/
http://www.metronews.ca/news/edmonton/2016/04/07/goldfish-a-potential-invasive-species-in-alberta.html
http://fisheries.org/2016/04/milton-love-sounds-the-alarm-about-potential-cobia-invasion-of-california/
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Cobia that escaped from an aquaculture farm off the coast of Ecuador are heading 

northward and may reach Southern California, says UCSB marine biologist Milton 

Love. Several months ago, tens of thousands of Cobia, a species of fish farmed as a high-

quality food source, escaped from an aquaculture facility off the coast of Ecuador. 

Almost mature, the fish are making their way north at the rate of about 200 miles per 

month and already have been sighted near the Panamanian coast. That’s a distance of 600 

miles from their watery caged home….. 
 

Scientists and Industry Experts Discuss Need for Labeling of GE Salmon (4/21/16)  
 

U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-AK) and Congressman Don Young (R-AK) hosted a 

genetically engineered salmon briefing to discuss the potential risks of the world’s first 

FDA-approved genetically engineered animal for human consumption. This effort took 

steps to educate and build awareness about the inappropriate approval process taken by 

the FDA, the potential ecological impacts, health risks, and the dangers of not properly 

labeling genetically engineered (GE) salmon. The briefing also was aimed at garnering 

support for legislation addressing the issue….. 
 

 

OTHER 

 
Loss of reproductive output caused by round goby (4/6/16) 

We investigated whether Neogobius melanostomus, an invader of biodiversity ‘hot-spots’ 

in the Laurentian Great Lakes region, facilitates or inhibits unionid mussel recruitment by 

serving as a host or sink for their parasitic larvae (glochidia). …… A mathematical model 

suggests that N. melanostomus serve more as a sink for glochidia than as a host for 

unionids, thereby limiting recruitment success. This represents a novel method by which 

an invasive species affects a native species. 

 

Related Story: Invasive species not best conservation tool: Study (4/6/16)  

 
 

SD: GFP Seeks Comments on SD's Aquatic Species Management plan (4/21/16) 

 

PIERRE, S.D. - The South Dakota Game, Fish and Parks (GFP) developed an aquatic 

invasive species (AIS) management plan to guide department activities related to AIS 

concerns through 2020. The revised plan is an extension of the 2008 plan and was 

developed with cooperation from state, federal and non-government partners to help 

control and prevent the spread of AIS such as Asian carp and zebra mussels in South 

Dakota…. 
 
 

Popular Science: Repelling the Invaders, Killing invasive species may be rough, but it works 

(4/13/16)  
 

http://www.murkowski.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/pressreleases?ContentRecord_id=87835BE9-AE1B-49B6-B236-37E9DB4ABAA5
http://rsos.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/3/4/150481
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2016-04/uog-isn040616.php
http://gfp.sd.gov/news/news/april/21.aspx
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=&msgid=0&act=11111&c=732876&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fgfp.sd.gov%2Fwildlife%2Fdocs%2FSDANS-final-draft-management-plan.pdf%3Futm_source%3DiContact%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3DGFP%20News%26utm_content%3D
http://www.popsci.com/repelling-invaders
http://www.popsci.com/repelling-invaders
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….61 percent of the global extinctions since 1500 have occurred on islands. Largely as a 

result of invasive mammals who prey upon and compete with native fauna for habitat and 

food….  
 

Invasive species summit crawls into gear (4/12/16) 

 

HELENA — Nearly 180 people came to Helena this week to discuss how to keep some 

unwanted “visitors” from getting into the state. The Governor’s Summit on Invasive 

Species, which got underway Tuesday at the Gateway Center, is a two-day event which 

brought various groups together to draft a plan outlining priorities, look for key gaps in 

legislation and come up with “key” next steps in the battle against invasive species such 

as Asian clams and Japanese beetles….. 

 

Invasive Species Summit Follow-Up: Presentations and the attendee list of the summit 

are posted on MISAC’s website. Stay tuned for a webinar in the next couple of months to 

release and discuss the results. More information including a date and time will be 

released through the Montana Invasive Species Bulletin. For further information contact 

Stephanie Hester @ shester@mt.gov    

 

Preventing Spread Of Aquatic Invasive Organisms Common To The USDA  Forest Service 

Pacific Northwest Region And Oregon BLM Operational Guidelines For 2016  Fire Activities 

USFS and BLM Fire and Fisheries personnel recognize the importance of decreasing the 

threat and spread of aquatic invasive species through the implementation of these 

operational guidelines This guidance document was prepared in an interdisciplinary 

fashion with expertise from Fire, Fisheries, and Invasive Species agency professionals in 

response to the demand of firefighters in the field. 

 
 

WEEDS 
 

Herbicide testing planned for Tahoe Keys invasive weed problem (4/29/16)  

 

SOUTH LAKE TAHOE, Calif. — When the Tahoe Keys was created in the 1960s, it 

became Lake Tahoe’s largest commercial marina. Opposition at the time argued that the 

project was a significant detriment to surrounding marshland. For boaters, however, the 

idea presented a network of crystal-clear water channels to accommodate their vessels 

and access the lake.  It’s possible that no one could have foreseen that those warm, 

shallow channels would one day be home to Tahoe’s most dense population of invasive 

species.  

 

Province provides $1.7 million to combat invasive plants (4/23/16) 

http://www.greatfallstribune.com/story/news/local/2016/04/12/invasive-species-summit-crawls-gear/82950856/
http://lists.mt.gov/t/4300256/817112/125/3/
mailto:shester@mt.gov
http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/fire/aquatic-invasive-species/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/fire/aquatic-invasive-species/
http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/fire/aquatic-invasive-species/2016%20R6%20Fire%20AIS%20Operational%20Guidance_20160331_JC.pdf
http://www.sierrasun.com/news/21807227-113/herbicide-testing-planned-for-tahoe-keys-invasive-weed
https://www.kelownanow.com/watercooler/news/news/Provincial/16/04/23/Province_provides_1_7_million_to_combat_invasive_plants/
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The B.C. government has announced that it will be distributing over $1.7 million in new 

grants to help control the spread of invasive plants. There will be 31 grants available to 

regional invasive species committees, local governments, and the Invasive Species 

Council of British Columbia. This funding is additional to the $935,000 already allocated 

by the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations and the $2.1 million 

allocated by the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure for invasive plant control 

and management in 2016-17….. 

 

 

TRAININGS/WEBINARS 

 
PSMFC Western AIS Webinar Series (Archived, 4/7/16) 

  

Uniform Minimum Protocols and Standards for Watercraft Inspection and 

Decontamination Programs (UMPS) for Dreissenid Mussels in the Western United States 

– UMPS III   

 

 

Working on a Multi-State Level to Address the Threat of Invasive Species  (Archived, 4/12/16) 

 
Aquatic invasive species pose a significant environmental and economic threat to the 

ecosystems around the country. The National Sea Grant Law Center supports federal and 

state efforts to prevent the spread of aquatic invasive species by providing technical 

assistance and conducting legal research and outreach to inform policy discussions. Our 

work with state natural resources agencies is facilitated primarily through our partnership 

with the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies and funding from the regional panels 

of the Aquatic Nuisance Species Task Force. Join us to learn more about these 

partnerships and the National Sea Grant Law Center’s invasive species work, including 

workshops for assistant attorneys general, research on discrete topics, and the 

development of model legislation and regulations for state watercraft inspection and 

decontamination programs. For more information about these and other invasive species 

projects, visit http://nsglc.olemiss.edu/work/hce. 
 

 

Invasive Mussel Collaborative: Zebra Mussel Control in Lake Winnipeg (Archived, 4/21/16) 

 

Presenters: 

 Laureen Janusz, Manitoba Aquatic Invasive Species Program 

 Dan Butts, ASI Group 

 

JOBS/GRANTS 

 
 

Tahoe Regional Planning Agency Hiring AIS Position 

 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/19392460352221188
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/19392460352221188
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/recording/19392460352221188
http://nsglc.olemiss.edu/webinars/2016/index.html
http://nsglc.olemiss.edu/work/hce/index.html
http://invasivemusselcollaborative.net/events/webinar-lakewinnipeg/
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TRFPA is hiring an AIS Prevention Specialist here at the Tahoe Regional Planning 

Agency.  For further information Go HERE.  (click on the “Associate Environmental 

Specialist” position).  Close Date:  5/4/16 

 

 

MN: SCUBA Dive Crew Manager--Aquatic Invasive Species Removal (Long Lake)  

 

To apply, please visit us online at http://hr.waterfrontrestoration.com and select "SCUBA 

Dive Tech Manager" 

 

Grant Opportunity: Quagga/Zebra Mussel Action Plan for Western U.S. Waters 2016 

 

The RFP for QZAP funding (#F16AS00155) administered by FWS R2 was posted on 

Grants.gov on March 31, 2016. If you have any questions about this announcement or 

application details, please contact David Britton, R2 AIS Coordinator, at 

david_britton@fws.gov or 505-366-9565.  

 

Proposals will be accepted through June 3, 2016 
  

 

FEDERAL/STATE/PROVINCIAL  

LEGISLATION, RULES, ACTIONS 
 

 

STATE 

 

 

Oregon Ballast Water Management Program Proposed Rulemaking 

 

The Oregon Ballast Water Management Program plans to revise administrative rules in 

Division 340-143 under the authority of ORS Chapter 783 and House Bill 2207 (2015). 

DEQ plans to amend OAR 340-143-0010 as necessary to prevent the discharge of ballast 

water that represents a high-risk for the transport and release of aquatic invasive species. 

DEQ will also amend OAR 340-143-0050 to specify management requirements for 

vessels using shipboard ballast water treatment systems. This rulemaking responds to 

gaps in existing regulations concerning aquatic invasive species prevention practices. The 

rulemaking will incorporate recommendations from the Task Force on Shipping 

Transport of Aquatic Invasive Species. DEQ has also convened an advisory committee 

made up of task force members and additional interested parties to provide further input 

into DEQ’s rulemaking effort. 

 

Comment period ends at 4 p.m. May 23, 2016. 

 

 

FEDERAL 
 

https://workforcenow.adp.com/jobs/apply/posting.html?client=trpa&ccId=624965045_2883&type=MP&lang=en_US
http://minneapolis.craigslist.org/hnp/lab/5560646168.html
http://hr.waterfrontrestoration.com/
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/search-grants.html?keywords=F16AS00155
mailto:david_britton@fws.gov
http://www.oregon.gov/deq/RulesandRegulations/Pages/2015/ballast2016.aspx
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Senate Subcommittee oversight and legislative hearing to examine the impacts of invasive 

species on the productivity, value, and management of land and water resources (4/28/16) 
 

The purpose of the hearing was to examine the impacts of invasive species on the 

productivity, value, and management of land and water resources; to conduct oversight on 

the National Invasive Species Council’s new framework for early detection and rapid 

response; to examine improved cooperative tools for control and management; and to receive 

testimony on:  

 

S. 2240 (Barrasso), to improve the control and management of invasive species that 

threaten and harm Federal land under the jurisdiction of the Secretary of Agriculture and 

the Secretary of the Interior, and for other purposes. [Note: This bill is supported by the 

Healthy Habitats Coalition] 

 

Archived Webcast (and witness testimony) 

 

Witness Panel:   

Mr. Glenn Casamassa; Associate Deputy Chief, Forest Service, U.S. Department of 

Agriculture 

Mr. Mike Pool; Acting Deputy Director, Bureau of Land Management; U.S. Department 

of the Interior 

Mr. Doug Miyamoto; Director, Wyoming Department of Agriculture 

Dr. George Beck; Professor of Weed Science, Department of Bioagricultural Sciences 

and Pest Management, Colorado State University 

Dr. Faith Campbell; Vice President, Center for Invasive Species Prevention 
 

 

 

Great Lakes Restoration Initiative Passes House (4/28/16) 

 

A bill to reauthorize the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (H.R. 223) ,  was been passed  

on 4/26 by the House of Representatives, but awaits final approval in the Senate….. 

 

Related Press Release: Rep Walberg Backs Bipartisan Bill to Protect and Restore Great 

Lakes - ….The bipartisan bill addresses some of the challenges facing the Great Lakes 

region, including combating harmful algal blooms, preventing invasive species like Asian 

carp, restoring habitat to protect wildlife, and cleaning up areas of concern…. 

 
 

NDAA Promotes Invasive Species Prevention and Management in Asia-Pacific region (4/25/16)  

 

Congresswoman Madeleine Z. Bordallo today announced that the National Defense 

Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 will include language to promote invasive species 

prevention and management in the Asia-Pacific region. The Readiness Subcommittee 

approved a provision requiring a briefing on the Regional Biosecurity Plan for 

Micronesia and Hawaii (RBP)…… 

http://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2016/4/subcommittee-oversight-and-legislative-hearing-to-examine-the-impacts-of-invasive-species-on-the-productivity-value-and-management-of-land-and-water-resources
http://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2016/4/subcommittee-oversight-and-legislative-hearing-to-examine-the-impacts-of-invasive-species-on-the-productivity-value-and-management-of-land-and-water-resources
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2240?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22s2240%5C%22%22%5D%7D&resultIndex=1
http://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2016/4/subcommittee-oversight-and-legislative-hearing-to-examine-the-impacts-of-invasive-species-on-the-productivity-value-and-management-of-land-and-water-resources
http://wxxinews.org/post/great-lakes-restoration-initiative-awaits-reauthorization
http://wxxinews.org/post/great-lakes-restoration-initiative-awaits-reauthorization
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/223
http://walberg.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=399023
http://walberg.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=399023
https://bordallo.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/ndaa-promotes-invasive-species-prevention-and-management
https://bordallo.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/ndaa-promotes-invasive-species-prevention-and-management
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“Save our Salmon Act”  

 

A hearing was held on H.R. 4582 (Rep. Jeff Denham, R-CA), on 4/20/16. Go HERE for 

the archived hearing….  

 

[Note: H.R. 4582 eliminates the doubling requirement established by the Central Valley 

Project Improvement Act of 1992 (CVPIA) for striped bass, a known predator fish of 

threatened and endangered salmon and steelhead] 

Related Story: A predator fish in California has lost its White House support (4/25/16) 

Related Press Release: Denham Introduces Common-Sense Predation Legislation 

(2/23/16) 

 

House Appropriations Committee Approves Fiscal Year 2017 Energy and Water Appropriations 

Bill (4/12/16) 

 

On 4/12/16 the House Appropriations Committee approved the fiscal year 2017 Energy 

and Water Development, and Related Agencies Appropriations bill. The legislation 

provides annual funding for national defense nuclear weapons activities, the Army Corps 

of Engineers, various programs under the Department of Energy (DOE), and other related 

agencies.  
 

For the draft bill report, go HERE , and see Page 32: Aquatic Plant Control Program.—

Funding is provided for watercraft inspection stations and related monitoring, as 

authorized by section 1039 of WRRDA 2014.  

 

 

IN THE SENATE:  FY2017 Energy & Water Development Appropriations Bill Ready 

for Floor Consideration  

 

Bill and Report language can be found HERE . Report language included the 

following (page 19)  

 

Aquatic Plant Control Program 

.—The Committee recommendation includes $9,000,000 for the Aquatic 

Plant Control Program.  Within available funds, $4,000,000 is 

recommended for nationwide research and development to address 

invasive aquatic plants; $4,000,000 is for watercraft inspection stations, as 

authorized by section 1039(d) of WRRDA; and $1,000,000 is for 

monitoring and contingency planning associated with watercraft 

inspection stations as authorized by section 1039(e) of WRRDA. The 

Corps of Engineers is encouraged to support cost-shared aquatic plant 

management programs.  

 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4582
http://naturalresources.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=400211
http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvpia/
http://www.usbr.gov/mp/cvpia/
http://phys.org/news/2016-04-predator-fish-california-lost-white.html
https://denham.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/denham-introduces-common-sense-predation-legislation
https://denham.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/denham-introduces-common-sense-predation-legislation
http://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394509
http://appropriations.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=394509
http://appropriations.house.gov/UploadedFiles/BILLS-114HR-FC-AP-FY2017-AP00-EnergyWater.pdf
http://appropriations.house.gov/UploadedFiles/BILLS-114HR-FC-AP-FY2017-AP00-EnergyWater.pdf
http://appropriations.house.gov/uploadedfiles/hrpt-114-hr-fy2017-energywater.pdf
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-113publ121/html/PLAW-113publ121.htm
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/majority/fy2017-energy-and-water-development-appropriations-bill-ready-for-floor-consideration
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/majority/fy2017-energy-and-water-development-appropriations-bill-ready-for-floor-consideration
http://www.appropriations.senate.gov/hearings/consideration-of-302b-allocations-markup-of-the-fy17-energy-and-water-development-and-fy17-milcon-va-appropriations-bills
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NOW WHAT: The House will take up its fiscal 2017 energy and water spending bill 

shortly after May 15 and won't be hamstrung by the Iran amendment that this week 

stalled action on the Senate version, senior Republican appropriator Mike Simpson of 

Idaho said on 4/29/16. Simpson, the chairman of the House Energy and Water 

Development Appropriations Subcommittee, said his panel's spending bill will be one of 

the first three to move to the floor after May 15. He said the House is likely to first move 

its military construction-veterans affairs bill and then turn to either the energy and water 

or agriculture spending bill. [Reprinted from Greenwire with permission from  

Environment & Energy Publishing, www.eenews.net; 202/628-6500] 

 
 

WRDA voted out of  Senate panel (4/28/16)  

 

WASHINGTON, DC – U.S. Sens. Jim Inhofe (R-Okla.), chairman of the U.S. Senate 

Environment and Public Works (EPW) Committee, and Barbara Boxer (D-CA), ranking 

member of the Senate EPW Committee, praised broad bipartisan support for the Water 

Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 2016 [S. 2848] at the Senate EPW markup on 

4/28/16. The legislation was reported out of the committee by a vote of 19 to 1. 

 

Note: See page 72 of the bill. This “technical fix” language will allow the use of federal 

funds (USACE) to support watercraft inspection stations outside of the Columbia River 

Basin drainage:  

 

 (b) Watercraft Inspection Stations, Columbia River Basin.— Section 104(d) of 

the  River and Harbor Act of 1958 (33 U.S.C. 610(d)) is amended—  

 

(1)  in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘stations in the Columbia River Basin to 

be located in the States of Idaho, Montana, Oregon, and Washington’’ and 

inserting ‘‘stations to protect the Columbia River Basin’’; and 

 

 

S.373 - Vessel Incidental Discharge Act (VIDA) 

 

S.373,  the  Vessel Incidental Discharge Act, was introduced by Sen. Rubio, Marco (R-

FL) on 02/04/2015. Similar legislation was also introduced into the House H.R.980 by 

Rep. Duncan Hunter (R-CA).  

 

Most recently, language mirroring VIDA has been amended to other bills H.R.4909 - 

National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 and S. 2829 - A bill to amend 

and enhance certain maritime programs of the Department of Transportation, and for 

other purposes. 

 

A hearing on H.R. 4904 was held on 4/27/16 and that archive can be found HERE . At 

approximately 4:40 on the archived video there is debate on the VIDA language 

amendment. Rep.  Duncan Hunter says:  

 

http://thehill.com/policy/energy-environment/278051-senate-democrats-again-block-spending-bill-over-iran-amendment
http://www.eenews.net/
http://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/press-releases-republican?ID=75F7E9FB-E4F8-4E1F-8FF1-4A28CF600F13
http://www.epw.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/141a2eca-1a00-4392-a3f3-b69cc0cec872/edw16572.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/373/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/980/related-bills
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4909/amendments
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/4909/amendments
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2829/text?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22s2829/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2829/text?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22s2829/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2829/text?q=%7b%22search%22%3A%5b%22/%22s2829/%22%22%5d%7d&resultIndex=1
https://armedservices.house.gov/legislation/markups/FChr-4909-national-defense-authorization-act-fiscal-year-2017-5
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The Vessel Incidental Discharge Act is bipartisan compromise legislation that 

replaces the current unworkable regulatory patchwork with one set of scientific-

based, environmentally protective and technologically achievable rules…… 

 

Many in the shipping industry support VIDA, including the American Waterway 

Operators, saying at a 4/14/16 House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee 

hearing [archived HERE] 
 

Now is the time for Congress to resolve this regulatory mess by enacting 

legislation that will enhance protections for the waterways, boost efforts to 

develop improved ballast water treatment technologies, and eliminate uncertainty 

that stymies investment. H.R. 980 is a solid, bipartisan compromise that would 

replace the current unworkable regulatory patchwork with one set of scientifically 

based, environmentally protective and technologically achievable rules,…. 

 

However, the States of California, Oregon and Washington,  Great Lakes state legislators  

and conservation groups have  raised concerns about the VIDA legislation in this and the 

last congress.  The Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife and California 

State Lands Commission recently said this about VIDA:  

 

VIDA is an overly broad and imprecise attempt to fix real and perceived problems 

with the current regulatory system for discharges incidental to the normal 

operation of vessels. The intent of VIDA is to place the development, 

implementation, and enforcement of ballast water and 31 categories of other 

incidental vessel discharges in the hands of the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) – an 

agency already overburdened by homeland security and vessel safety concerns. 

Contrary to VIDA’s stated intent, “to provide environmentally sound standards 

and requirements”, VIDA would dramatically increase the risk of introducing and 

spreading invasive species and water pollution by removing Clean Water Act and 

independent state authorities aimed at protecting the Nation’s waters. VIDA hides 

these facts within its poorly written sections and broad preemptive language. 

 

Passage of VIDA would reverse 26 years of state progress on invasive species 

protections since the passage of the Nonindigenous Aquatic Nuisance Protection 

and Control Act of 1990 (NANPCA) and 54 years of water quality protections 

since the Clean Water Act of 1972 was passed. VIDA’s applicability extends to 

all waterborne vessels on all fresh and marine navigable waters and to more than 

31 categories of incidental vessel discharges including invasive species, 

chemicals, metals, and other aquatic pollutants. The need for strong protection of 

state waters from these threats is as important today as it was 54 years ago. 
 

Related Story: NRDC: Congress Pushing Forward for More Invasive Species (4/29/16) 
 

 
 

MEETINGS 

http://transportation.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=400008
http://www.csgmidwest.org/GLLC/documents/2015-VIDA_000.pdf
http://www.wildcalifornia.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Ballast-Water-Opposition-Letter-to-Commerce-Committee-pdf.pdf
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/rebecca-riley/congress-pushing-forward-more-invasive-species
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MAY 

 

ANS Task Force, National Meeting, May 4-6, 2016, Traverse City, Michigan 

 

 

100th Meridian Initiative’s Columbia River Basin Team:  May 24 & 25, Spokane, Washington.  

 

  JULY 

 

15th Ballast Water Management Summit Date: 13th July 2016 - 14th July 2016 Location: 

Singapore 
 
 

PNWER 26th Annual Summit – July 17-21 Calgary, AB 

 

AUGUST 

 

Oregon Invasive Species Cook-off 2016 Saturday August 27, 2016, Corvallis, OR 

 

 

OCTOBER 
 

The Northern Rockies Invasive Plants Council is holding a conference October 17-20, 2016, in 

Boise, ID.  

Western Regional Panel on Aquatic Nuisance Species:  October 19-21, 2016 - Jackson, WY 

Upper Midwest Invasive Species Conference: October 17-19 2016 La Crosse, Wisconsin. 

Abstracts are now being accepted through the UMISC website. Only abstracts submitted through 

the website will be considered. Deadline: Monday, April 4, 2016 

 

NOVEMBER  

36th Annual Symposium of the North American Lake Management Society November 1 - 4, 

2016; Banff Springs Hotel, Banff, Canada. The Call for Abstracts is Now Open!  Submission 

Deadline: May 6, 2016. Click here for details. 
 

________________ 

TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org  

http://www.anstaskforce.gov/Meetings/2016_May/default.php
http://www.wplgroup.com/aci/event/15th-ballast-water-management-summit/
http://www.pnwer.org/
http://appliedeco.org/eradication-by-mastication/2016-invasive-species-cook-off/?utm_content=&utm_source=VerticalResponse&utm_medium=Email&utm_term=2016%26nbsp%3BIAE%20Invasive%20Species%20Cook-Off&utm_campaign=Save%20The%20Date%3A%20Invasive%20Species%20Cook-off%2C%20Aug%2027%2C%202016content
http://www.nripc.org/
http://www.fws.gov/answest/
http://www.umisc.net/?utm_source=UMISC+2016+La+Crosse+Save+the+Date&utm_campaign=umisc+2016+save+the+date&utm_medium=email
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001e1GBaykXgW1IzrxK_0HWVCz2xzyFbBfLhL9a0akhrseM2cooAHsRVUqi_YdUkyNCXRsJfy1T0bCDPo14bUFly99qVQ7ELAybmorAHRbQ9UCJWdTaYC_z6JGLuSBhHkobJn3Doeo7jR8Th_gIY1JihYxSFlkr3i-RFDONC1Urmq0S4eScMsCN3Hfo4NYPtjxi-znEUrfSe71oQr66jvVERmJnmNJnE6Bz4i-YLIjFeLVxw64c4ZRtCslY8ZwKHzn4zGNCds4uez_mrvqj8xdH_thCpZ6WVVSH8r8INaupOo_ppaJQ17Zwjh73xrChsaZD2Pz1R3Ifp8DZiLd1WZWxUJGe3vm_u7El&c=o-jgV3dCmn8llzSj8WutpEsNxLwN6jVupEe0QKZ2rhhbH3LNDArwmQ==&ch=8iH9LMPWqTGS8o9PvqKKQJBj-BBtSFR5nIRnLr7u6hEjukpKC8goXg==
https://www.nalms.org/home/conferences-and-events/nalms-upcoming-symposium/nalms-symposium.cmsx
https://www.nalms.org/home/conferences-and-events/nalms-upcoming-symposium/call-for-abstracts.cmsx
mailto:sphillips@psmfc.org
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Past issues of AIS NEWS can be found @ http://www.westernais.org/   under the “News” tab.  

 

http://www.westernais.org/

