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AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES NEWS 

 06/22/15 

DREISSENID MUSSELS 

 
The Government of Canada Announces New Aquatic Invasive Species Regulations to Improve 
Rapid Response (6/17/15)  
 

June 17, 2015 - Ottawa, Ontario. The Honourable Gail Shea, Minister of Fisheries and 
Oceans, today announced that new regulations to strengthen the prevention of aquatic 
invasive species (AIS) in Canadian waters have come into force. The Aquatic Invasive 
Species Regulations were posted today in the Canada Gazette, Part II and are now in 
effect. The Government of Canada worked collaboratively with provincial and territorial 
governments to develop the Aquatic Invasive Species Regulations. The regulations 
provide tools for both the Department and provinces to prevent the introduction and 
spread of AIS. They also greatly improve the ability to respond rapidly to an invasion or 
manage the spread of established AIS in Canadian waters. Prior to the coming into force 
of these new regulations, there was a patchwork of inconsistent regulations and policies 
to address risks posed by AIS at various levels of government across Canada. There was 
no comprehensive, national AIS regulatory framework, which resulted in inconsistency 
across the country. These new regulations prohibit the import, possession, transport and 
release of significant risk species, in specific geographic areas and under specific 
conditions. In the future, other species can be added or removed through regulatory 
amendments when necessary. The prohibition on importation would be enforced by the 
Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA). Asian carp, Quagga mussels and Zebra 
mussels are some examples of species targeted by the new regulations…. 
 
 
Related: CA enviro group backs new regs (6/18/15)  and New Mussel Regulations 
Applauded by Okanagan Water Board (6/17/15) 

 
 
KN: Zebra mussels found at Lake Miola (6/3/14)  
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Zebra mussels have been found at Lake Miola, and boaters are being warned to watch for 
the small nuisances and clean off all watercraft hulls and live wells after lake visits to 
prevent the spread of the mussels to other bodies of water….. 

 
Utah Officials Are Keeping An Eye Out For Quagga Mussels (6/2/15) 
 

 State officials in Utah continue efforts to try to stop the spread of the quagga mussel, 
which is about the size of a human fingernail, but presents a serious threat to the state's 
water supply and fisheries….[with audio] 

 
 

Calif: Keeping Quagga out of Clear Lake (6/10/15) 
 
The news is good: Clear Lake is still clear of quagga and zebra mussels. But the danger is 
still present. The many fishing tournaments over the last few months have increased the 
boat load on the lake between 15 and 20 percent, according to Lake County Department 
of Water Resources (LDWR). Many of these come from the Central Valley and Southern 
California, with the continuing drought conditions forcing boaters and anglers to travel 
further afield to get their aquatic fix.  
 

Neb: Program aims to stop spread of invasive species (6/7/15) 
 
By ALLISON ZACH / Nebraska Invasive Species Program: Summer is upon us and 
people are flocking to our bodies of water to fish, boat and swim. Aquatic invasive 
species, including zebra mussels, Asian carp and aquatic plants, are a growing threat to 
Nebraska’s water resources. Once they are introduced into a body of water, they can 
multiply quickly and controlling or eradicating them can be expensive or in some cases 
impossible. Aquatic invasive species present unique challenges because herbicides and 
chemicals used to control them can affect desirable species, or are not permitted in bodies 
of water used as drinking water source.  
 

A real nuisance: State, local officials enforce regulations (6/5/15) 
 
Devils Lake is a beautiful body of water and it's important to keep it that way, Fred 
Ryckman, North Dakota Game and Fish Department, told the Journal…… 

 

Lake Michigan: Native fish species grow (6/13/15) 
 

As the Lake Michigan yellow perch population has declined over the last two decades in 
an ecosystem severely altered by invasive zebra and quagga mussels, some native fish 
species are faring better. Two examples: lake whitefish and freshwater drum………… 

 

Iowa Campaign Aims to Educate Boaters About Invasive Species (6/9/15) 
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In preparation for a busy fishing and boating season, the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources launched a Clean Drain Dry media campaign to help raise awareness of 
invasive species. Through a partnership facilitated by Wildlife Forever, highway 
billboards targeting anglers and boaters will be posted throughout the state.  

 
TX: Flooding could speed zebra mussels spread downstream (6/11/15) 

………. 
You have heard the saying the gate is open and the cows are out. For much of Texas that 
may now be the case with zebra mussels. Texas Parks and Wildlife Department Fisheries 
biologists knew they could never contain the mussels spread once it got into a river 
system, but this spring’s 2,000-year floods could speed up the movement from north to 
south. 

 

 
 

BOAT INSPECTION/DECON NEWS 
 
 

 
South Dakota implements new rules to fight invasive species (6/12/15) 

 
………..The regulations, which took effect May 11, require all boaters to pull the drain 
plug from their vessel whenever they're not on the water, launching off the dock or being 
loaded onto the dock. Boaters also must clean all vegetation and aquatic invasive species 
from their watercraft…………. 

 

ID: Local irrigation companies trying to keep invasive mussels out of Idaho (6/12/15)  

Boat inspection checkpoints can be found along the Idaho border to inspect and clean 
boats, but now they are also on three Franklin County reservoirs. Franklin County 
irrigation companies have added boat check stations on reservoirs in an effort to 
prevent mussel infestation…[w/video] 
 

 
ID: Mussels found at checkpoint near Idaho border (6/4/15)  
 
 

ST. ANTHONY — Mussels were discovered on a ski boat earlier this week at a 
checkpoint on Idaho State Highway 87. The owner of the boat was coming from 
Minnesota and traveling back to his home in Alpine, Wyo. “He was stopped for four 
hours with my crew,” Fremont County Weed Control Supervisor Bryce Fowler said. 

 
BRITISH COLUMBIA 
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New Actions to Prevent Invasive Mussels Begin in B.C. (6/11/15)  
 

The provincial government is stepping up efforts to keep British Columbia free of 
invasive mussels. The new strengthened mussel early detection and rapid response 
program is underway, working to keep B.C. waters clear of invasive zebra and quagga 
mussels. Currently, teams are on B.C. roads performing boat and boat trailer inspections 
and, if necessary, decontaminating boats entering the province. Three mobile 
decontamination units and six trained auxiliary conservation officers are also responding 
to boats identified as a concern by the Canadian Border Services Agency.  
 

Okanagan-bound boat caught and decontaminated for possible invasive mussel  threat  (6/18/15)  
 
KELOWNA – Conservation officers in Kelowna decontaminated a boat today which 
came to the Okanagan from an Ontario lake known to be infested with invasive mussels. 
 
 

Inspection catches dead invasive mussels in B.C. (6/6/15)  
 
... where the boat is going and when it is coming,” says Matthias Herborg, an aquatic 
invasive species specialist with the Ministry of Environment. 
 
 

BC Minister of Environment: New actions to stop mussels this summer (6/10/15)  
 

VICTORIA - Invasive zebra and quagga mussels have never been detected in 
British Columbia’s waters and, with the addition of our new strengthened mussel 
early detection and rapid response program announced earlier this year, we are 
stepping up co-ordinated efforts to keep the province invasive mussel free.  Our 
strengthened invasive mussel defence program currently underway includes three 
mobile decontamination units, six trained auxiliary conservation officers, 
expanded monitoring for zebra and quagga mussels and increasing ‘Clean, Drain, 
Dry’ education and outreach activities. …. 

 
 

BC: Water Board releases position statement refusing responsibility for mussel control (6/4/15) 
 
Kelowna, B.C. – With the Province of B.C.’s declaration of June as “Invasive 
Species Action Month,” to bring awareness to invasives including zebra and 
quagga mussels, the Okanagan Basin Water Board (OBWB) has released its own 
declaration – a Position Statement on the mussels. 

 
Related Stories:   Calls mount for B.C. to take stronger action against invasive 
mussels (6/7/15)  and  BC arrives late to war on mussels (6/6/15)  
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MARINE 
 
ICS AGM focuses on migrant rescue and US ballast water issues (6/15/15) 
 

 ………..Masamichi Morooka commented: “ICS members are committed to the 
implementation of a ballast water treatment regime that will be fit for purpose worldwide. 
Frankly speaking, the United States is creating an impossible dilemma that can only be 
solved by the U.S. approving treatment systems immediately and finding a pragmatic 
approach to reconciling the conflicting timelines within the IMO regime and its own. 
Apart from the chaos that the United States is creating for international shipping, it is also 
holding back the ratification of an important IMO Convention that is intended to bring 
environmental benefits to the entire world, not just the needs of a single country.”  

 
USCG, MARAD co-sponsor validation study of ballast water compliance tools (6/12/15)  
 

SUNNYVALE, CA, The United States Coast Guard Research Development Center 
(USCG RDC) and United States Maritime Administration (MARAD) have co-sponsored 
a validation study of the effectiveness of variable fluorescence-based instruments as 
compliance tools for ballast water checks. The study began on Monday, June 1, in Key 
West, Fla. Blind testing of field and lab samples will be conducted through September, 
2015, at three different sites in the United States. Pam Mayerfeld, Turner Designs vice 
president of Marketing and Sales, provided initial training on the company's Ballast-
Check-2 Handheld PAM Fluorometer and then stepped back to observe as the scientists 
proceeded to do the testing………….. 

 
 
Report Recommends Improvements to Army Corps Permitting of Offshore Aquaculture  (June 
2015)  
 

(Washington)  Offshore aquaculture is an emerging new use of the ocean. The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers plays a central, but underappreciated, role in regulating this new 
industry. The Environmental Law Institute has released a white paper, “U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers Regulation of Offshore Aquaculture,” clarifying the role, legal authority, 
and practice of the Corps in this area. 
 

Guam:  Shipping carriers to pay invasive species inspection fees (6/12/15)  
 

The Department of Agriculture will soon implement an invasive species inspection fee to 
“prepare for the implementation of requirements” of Guam law established in 2014…. 

 
BC: Fish farm company appeals Federal Court decision (6/9/15)  
  

An appeal has been filed by Marine Harvest Canada following a Federal Court decision 
on the transfer of salmon from freshwater hatcheries to farms in the ocean. According to 
the company, the appeal is being filed due to errors in fact and law. The Federal Court in 
May told the federal government the regulations around the fish transfer need to be fixed 
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after a biologist asked for a review after discovering that smolts at a fish farm operated by 
Marine Harvest Canada tested positive for a virus in June 2013….. 

 
Related Stories: Marine Harvest Press Release: Marine Harvest Canada appeals recent 
court decision (6/8/15) and B.C. wild salmon campaigners claim victory over fish farm 
ruling (5/7/15)  

 
 

OTHER 
 

 
Marine Aquarium Biodiversity and Trade Flow Database  
 

Aquariumtradedata.org   “is a commitment to understanding the diversity and magnitude 
of the marine aquarium trade by illuminating and evaluating the global shipping 
pathways of the trade. This ongoing effort is the culmination of several years of work, 
tabulating the volume and diversity of marine ornamental species entering the United 
States of America via aquarium trade pathways.” 

 
WEEDS 

 
Fairbanks, AK: Herbicides eyed in battle against invasive plant in Chena Slough, Chena Lake 
(6/18/15)  

……The plan is to treat the bodies of water with the aquatic herbicide fluridone to kill off 
the invasive species Elodea canadensis. But because the Chena Slough flows into the 
Chena River, a much diluted mixture of herbicide and water is expected to flow through 
Fairbanks…… 

 
AK: A mission to prevent the spread of invasive species (6/12/15)  
  

ANCHORAGE - The Anchorage Park Foundation and Bureau of Land Management 
have teamed up to protect local park land. The groups have installed boot brushes at trail 
heads all over Anchorage….[with video]  
 

BC: Invasive Aquatic Weed Makes an Early Appearance in Okanagan Lakes (6/16/15)  
 

A pesky and invasive aquatic weed has decided to set up camp a little early in Okanagan 
waters, causing a plethora of problems for beach goers and aquatic life alike. In an 
attempt to put a stop to this invasive weed before it gets out of control, the Okanagan 
Basin Water Board (OBWB) has already begun to address the situation. 

 
 

FISH 
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MT: The Pirates of Juvi Bay: Glacier Park netters make progress against invasive lake trout 
(6/21/15) 
 

POLEBRIDGE – The skull and crossbones hanging from the light pole on the back of the 
18-foot fishing boat has worn to tatters. So has the population of lake trout in Quartz 
Lake. Twice a day, Kevin Perkins and Carter Fredenberg string 1,800 feet of gill net 
through the waters of Juvi Bay – their name for the most productive summertime corner 
of this 869-acre Glacier National Park lake where juvenile lake trout linger. They come to 
pillage. The name of their pirate boat is unprintable…… 
 

Huge goldfish, prodigious mussels threaten Alberta waterways (6/21/15)  
 

EDMONTON - The discovery of dinner plate-sized goldfish and the ongoing threat of a 
zebra mussel infestation has the Alberta government ramping up awareness of invasive 
aquatic species in provincial water bodies. The zebra mussel, which multiplies 
prodigiously and can clog water pipes, has been the “poster child” for invasive aquatic 
species. But seemingly mundane creatures can cause problems, too. “The mussels really 
scare the crap out of everyone — biologists because of the environmental impacts. And 
the irrigation industry, the hydropower industry, the waste water treatment industry all 
potentially have a lot to lose,” said Kate Wilson, an aquatic invasive species specialist 
with Alberta Environment and Parks….. 

 
 
 
Water guns effective but not perfect at repelling Asian carp (6/2/15)  
 

A test of the effects of fish-repelling water guns on Asian carp shows that the technology 
may help in the fight to keep these invaders out of the Great Lakes. But they won’t fire a 
silver bullet. Scientists from the U.S. Geological Survey studied the effects of water guns 
on bighead and silver carp, two of the invasive Asian carp species in the Mississippi 
River Basin that many fear could enter the Great Lakes Basin by swimming through 
channels that connect the two watersheds…. 
 
Link to research -- Response of Bighead Carp and Silver Carp to Repeated Water Gun 
Operation in an Enclosed Shallow Pond (5/18/15)  
 

Asian carp pose slim threat to Lake Superior, say Wisconsin officials (6/8/15)  
 
BAYPORT, Minn. — Invasive species specialists say there's little chance of Asian carp 
reaching Lake Superior via waterways in Minnesota and Wisconsin despite the invader's 
continued push up Mississippi River tributaries. On June 2, the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources announced the capture of five bighead carp in the St. Croix River near 
Stillwater, about 7 miles farther north than the last place the invasive fish has been 
detected in the river, part of which marks the Wisconsin-Minnesota boundary line. 
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Invasive Northern Pike Threaten Columbia Basin Salmon: Is Four-State Coordinated Effort 
Needed? (6/12/15)  
 

Northern pike, a voracious predator that is now found as far down the Columbia River as 
Lake Roosevelt, could soon find its way further downstream where the fish could 
potentially decimate endangered salmon and steelhead, according to a presentation on the 
species this week at the Northwest Power and Conservation Council’s monthly meeting 
in Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. 
Northern pike is an introduced species and is not native to the northwest, yet it already 
has established populations in Box Canyon Reservoir on the Pend Oreille River, Lake 
Pend Oreille, Lake Coeur d’Alene, Montana and in British Columbia downstream of 
Keenleyside Dam, as well as Lake Roosevelt…………. 

 
IDFG in Comprehensive Effort To Learn More About Lake Trout/Kokanee In Priest Lake 
(6/12/15)  

Fisheries managers in Idaho recently provided an update on ongoing research into the 
nature of lake trout, kokanee and native fish species in the Priest Lake ecosystem, finding 
that kokanee have been persistent despite the presence of lake trout. The Idaho 
Department of Fish and Game, with assistance from the University of Idaho and the 
Kalispel Tribe, has been conducting a comprehensive effort to learn more about Priest 
Lake for the last couple years. Researchers offered a presentation at the Priest River 
Senior Center in late May about the project, which has primarily focused on determining 
lake trout abundance, growth rates, food habits and population age and size structure….. 

 
Upper St. Anthony lock closing after half a century; blame the carp (6/8/15)  
 

Rising more than 50 feet from the foot of its namesake, the Upper St. Anthony Falls Lock 
and Dam opened to fanfare on Sept. 21, 1963, when the towboat Savage pushed a barge 
of cast-iron pipe upstream. Almost 52 years later, on Tuesday night, the Upper St. 
Anthony Falls lock will run its final cycle.  A single line in the Water Resources Reform 
and Development Act of 2014, an $8.2 billion water infrastructure plan, prompted the 
closing, ending Minneapolis' reign as head of navigation on the Mississippi River….. 

 
 

COURTS 

Michigan DNR lauds Michigan Court of Appeals ruling that protects state from invasive swine 
(6/3/15) 

Michigan Department of Natural Resources Director Keith Creagh today applauded a 
published decision from the Michigan Court of Appeals that upholds a 2011 Invasive 
Species Order issued by the department prohibiting Russian boar in Michigan.  
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Related Story: Another Blow To Michigan Small Farmers: DNR Wins Appeal Over 
Heritage, Russian Breed Pigs (6/3/15) 
 

 
FEDERAL/STATE/PROVINCIAL  

LEGISLATION, ACTIONS 
 

STATE/PROVINCIAL 
 
 
MN: Numerous laws approved by Legislature will affect outdoor enthusiasts (6/13/15)  
 

• Minnesota’s 2.3 million boaters won’t have to pass a 30-minute training course on 
aquatic invasive species (AIS) or put a decal on their boats showing they passed the class. 
Instead boaters will have to register crafts and read a summary of AIS prevention 
requirements, and they will have to sign a form and possess it while on the water. 
Nonresident anglers will have to deal with the forms, too. 
 

• Conservation officers and boat inspectors will require that boats contaminated with 
aquatic invasive species be cleaned before being launched. 

 

FEDERAL 

Crapo, McCaskill Introduce Bill to Provide Regulatory Relief to Farmers, Water Users (6/3/15)  
 
A bipartisan group of senators introduced a bill S. 1500  yesterday that would strip U.S. 
EPA of its authority to issue Clean Water Act permits for pesticide spraying over 
waterways. The "Sensible Environmental Protection Act," introduced by Sens. Mike 
Crapo (R-Idaho) and Claire McCaskill (D-Mo.), is similar to the House's H.R. 897.  
According to a Senator Crapo press release :   

 
 

………..For more than 30 years, the EPA has implemented a comprehensive and 
rigorous regulatory structure for pesticide applications under what is commonly 
known as FIFRA, or the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide and Rodenticide Act.   
FIFRA governs the sale, distribution and use of pesticides, with the goal of 
protecting human health and the environment.  The statute requires pesticides to 
be evaluated (undergoing more than 100 tests) and registered with EPA, and for 
users to comply with agency-approved, uniform labeling standards.  
Unfortunately, despite this federal regulatory framework already in place, a 2009 
court decision forced EPA to begin requiring Clean Water Act (CWA) permits for 
certain applications of pesticides in or near water.  This duplicative regulatory 
requirement went into effect in 2011………. 
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House Appropriations Committee Approves Fiscal Year 2016 Interior and Environment Bill 
(6/16/15)  
 

For the bill report go HERE, and see the following:  
 

PAGE 18 (USFWS)  -- Aquatic habitat and species conservation programs are funded at  
the fiscal year 2015 enacted level except for Klamath Basin, which is funded at the 
requested level, cooperative management, which is reduced by $588,000, and aquatic 
invasive species State plans, which are funded at $2,566,000, which is $1,000,000 above 
the fiscal year 2015 enacted level. All other invasive species programs are funded at the 
fiscal year 2015 enacted level. 
 
PAGE  23 (NPS)  – The bill also includes $2,000,000 to  continue zebra and quagga 
mussel containment, prevention, and enforcement. This funding was included in the fiscal 
year 2015 enacted bill but was not proposed in the budget request.  
 
PAGE 24 (NPS)  --  Aquatic Invasive Species.—The Committee remains concerned 
about the spread of quagga and zebra mussels in the West. The Committee directs the 
Secretary of the Interior to continue developing and updating, using the best available 
science minimum protocols and training techniques for Federal, State, local, and private 
entities, a consistent standard of inspection and decontamination of recreational 
watercraft and equipment, as prescribed in the February 2010 Quagga/Zebra Mussel 
Action Plan for Western U.S. Waters. Further, consistent with fiscal year 2015, the 
Committee provides the Service with $2,000,000 for quagga and zebra mussel 
containment, prevention, and enforcement and directs the Service to prioritize the 
decontamination of watercraft and equipment leaving the watersheds of contaminated 
bodies, including Lake Powell and Lake Mead. Lastly, the Committee directs the Service 
to provide, not later than 90 days after enactment of this Act, a progress report 
on steps taken in recent years to address this pervasive threat to western watersheds. 

 
Senate:  See Full Committee Markup: FY16 Interior & Environment Appropriations Bill 
(6/18/15)     
 
 
NOW WHAT:  Early prognostications on the FY 2016 budget are bleak …..likely we’ll 
see a continuing resolution or an omnibus spending package enacted later this year 
….stay tuned….also see  Congress paddles toward a shutdown (6/16/15) and Spending 
Bills Headed for Partisan Gridlock (6/16/15) 

MEETINGS  

 
JULY 

 
Greater Peoria International Asian Carp Conference -- Friday, July 10, 2015 from 7:30 AM to 
7:00 PM (CDT) Peoria, IL  
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` 

 
 
Aquatic Plant Management Society (APMS):  the 55th Annual Meeting of the Aquatic Plant 
Management Society to be held July 13-16, 2015 at the Hilton Myrtle Beach Resort in Myrtle 
Beach, SC.   
 
PNWER Annual Summit: July 12-16, Big Sky Montana. An Invasive Species session is 
scheduled for July 12. For further information contact Megan Levy (megan.levy@pnwer.org)  
 

SEPTEMBER  
 

Save the Date – WRP 2015 Annual Meeting - Lake Tahoe. The WRP will hold their 2015 
Annual Meeting in Lake Tahoe, CA on September 2-4 at the Lake Tahoe Resort Hotel. The 
meeting is hosted by Tahoe Regional Planning Agency.  More details are available on the WRP 
website.   
 
12th Ballast Water Management Summit, 16th & 17th September 2015, Singapore. 

 
 

OCTOBER 
 
Save the Date:  Society of Wetland Scientists PNW Chapter 2015 Regional Conference -- 
October 6th, 7th & 8th 2015, Red Lion Conference Center, Olympia, WA  
 
The Columbia River Basin Team of the 100th Meridian Initiative will most likely meet October 
7&8, 2015  in the Portland/Vancouver metro area. Stay tuned to this list serve for details.  
... 

 
______________ 

 

TO UNSUBSCRIBE/SUBSCRIBE to the AIS NEWS email sphillips@psmfc.org  

Past issues of AIS NEWS can be found @ http://www.westernais.org/   under “News” tab. 
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